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Preface b y Jose A n t o n i o to the book The Dictatorship of Primo 
de Rivera as Seen from Abroad, publ ished i n 1931. 
W r i t t e n on December 8th, 1931 

' S t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g , there exist w i t h i n e a c h s o c i a l class 
a mass a n d a g e n u i n e m i n o r i t y . A s w e s h a l l see, the 
p r e d o m i n a n c e o f the mass a n d the v u l g a r h e r d , even 
i n g r o u p s w i t h a t r a d i t i o n o f se lect iv i ty , is c h a r a c t e r 
is t ic o f o u r t i m e . T h u s , i n the i n t e l l e c t u a l sphere, 
w h i c h b y its n a t u r e requires a n d presupposes a degree 
o f q u a l i t a t i v e assessment, one observes the t r i u m p h a n t 
a d v a n c e o f the p s e u d o - i n t e l l e c t u a l s , w h o are 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y u n q u a l i f i a b l e a n d d i s q u a l i f i e d . ' 

H a d G e n e r a l P r i m o de R i v e r a ever w r i t t e n w o r d s o f s u c h 
harshness i n a n y o f his notes, w h a t w o u l d the i n t e l l e c t u a l s 
h a v e s a i d o f h i m ? F o r the w h i p l a s h c o u l d n o t be s h a r p e r : 
i t is n o t j u s t a m a t t e r o f c e r t a i n i n f e r i o r e lements m i n g U n g 
w i t h t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l s , b u t one o f ' o b s e r v i n g the triumphant 
advance', ' the predominance o f the . . . u n q u a l i f i a b l e a n d 
d i s q u a l i f i e d " , w i t h i n the i n t e l l e c t u a l class as s u c h . W h a t 
w o u l d the c o m m e n t s h a v e b e e n i f G e n e r a l P r i m o de 
R i v e r a h a d ever w r i t t e n s u c h w o r d s ? B u t these w o r d s are 
n o t h i s ; t h e y are , as i n d e e d the style suggests, b y someone 
w h o o u g h t to k n o w the i n t e l l e c t u a l s : b y O r t e g a y Gasset. * 

I f I q u o t e t h e m here i t is because the d i c t a t o r s h i p ' s 
greatest h a n d i c a p was p r o b a b l y its d i v o r c e f r o m those 
whose craft is i n t e l l e c t u a l . S o m e d a y , w h e n the years o f 
d i c t a t o r s h i p are c h r o n i c l e d a b l y a n d i n d e t a i l , the 

• ' L a r e b e l l o n d e las m a s a s ' , Revista de Occidente ( M a d r i d , 1929), p . i 6 . 
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b a c k g r o u n d to this d i v i s i o n w i l l h a v e to be a n a l y s e d . A t 
s u c h a t i m e , t w o c o n t r a d i c t o r y assessments w i l l emerge . 
O n e w i l l be a d v a n c e d b y those w r i t e r s w h o i n o u r t i m e 
were host i le to the d i c t a t o r : to t h e m , i t is a l l per fect ly 
p l a i n — the d i c t a t o r c o u l d n o t poss ib ly get o n w i t h the 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s because he h i m s e l f was u n e d u c a t e d , u n r e a d 
a n d i n c a p a b l e o f c o m p r e h e n d i n g thoughts o f a c e r t a i n 
c a l i b r e ; o b v i o u s l y he was w h o l l y to b l a m e for the absence 
o f r a p p o r t b e t w e e n h i m s e l f a n d the i n t e l l e c t u a l s . B u t is this 
assessment — l a i d d o w n b y the m e n o f letters w i t h t h e i r 
c u s t o m a r y p e t u l a n c e — l i k e l y to p r e v a i l ? O r w i l l the 
c o n t r a r y assessment g a i n g r o u n d ? F o r a m o n g future 
h is tor ians there are b o u n d to be some w h o w i l l c o n s i d e r 
G e n e r a l P r i m o de R i v e r a to h a v e b e e n a m a g n i f i c e n t , a n 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y , s p e c i m e n o f h u m a n i t y , w h o m a n i n t e l 
l e c t u a l class, a f f l ic ted at t imes b y ' the p r e d o m i n a n c e o f 
the mass ' , ' the t r i u m p h a n t a d v a n c e o f the p s e u d o -
i n t e l l e c t u a l s , w h o are . . . u n q u a l i f i a b l e a n d d i s q u a l i f i e d ' , 
f a i l e d to u n d e r s t a n d . 

I f o n l y t h e y c o u l d h a v e u n d e r s t o o d h i m ! I n the f o o l i s h 
a n d s i c k l y a t m o s p h e r e o f the o l d r e g i m e . G e n e r a l P r i m o 
de R i v e r a ' s a r r i v a l o n the scene was l i k e a n assert ion o f 
h e a l t h . O f course the d i c t a t o r d e p a r t e d f r o m the e x i s t i n g 
n o r m s ; n o w o n d e r the p o l i t i c i a n s h a t e d h i m as t h e y c l u n g 
to t h a t system o f n o r m s as c r i p p l e s c l i n g to some c h a r i t 
a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n . B u t the i n t e l l e c t u a l s ! T h e i r obtuseness was 
t r u l y r e m a r k a b l e : f o r years a n d years t h e y h a d b e e n 
c l a m o u r i n g f o r the p o l i t i c a l crust w h i c h was d i s a b l i n g 
S p a i n to be s m a s h e d ; a n d yet w h e n t h e y w e r e c o n f r o n t e d 
w i t h the a c t u a l c o u p d 'dtat t h e y d i d n o t react i n a m a n n e r 
t h a t was i n t e l l e c t u a l , p r o f o u n d a n d a w a r e o f the r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y poss ibi l i t ies i m p l i c i t i n the c o u p , b u t p a i d h e e d 
i n s t e a d to p e t t y suspic ions , p e t t y avers ions , l i n g e r i n g i n 
the v u l g a r recesses o f t h e i r m i n d s b e n e a t h a n u p p e r l a y e r 
o f i n t e l l e c t u a l i s m . F o r i n s t a n c e , the c o u p h a d b e e n staged 
b y a m i l i t a r y m a n , a n d to a d m i t that a s o l d i e r m i g h t h a v e 
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the m a k i n g s o f a p o p u l a r l e a d e r was a b h o r r e n t to those 
civilians. I d e l i b e r a t e l y use the m o s t c o n d e s c e n d i n g t e r m 
[paisanos], because i n a c t u a l fact the a v e r s i o n to the 
m i l i t a r y has its roots i n the m e d i o c r i t y o f the s m a l l 
p r o v i n c i a l g a r r i s o n - t o w n , w h e r e i t is n o t u n u s u a l for the 
s tudent o f l a w to start n u r s i n g a n t i - m i h t a r i s t sent iments 
o u t o f sheer e n v y o f the s m a r t l y u n i f o r m e d l i e u t e n a n t ' s 
successes w i t h g i r l s o f a c e r t a i n t y p e . 

I h a v e often t h o u g h t t h a t the i n t e l l e c t u a l s a m o n g us, 
m a y b e because o f a l a c k o f u n i v e r s i t y l i fe , m a y b e because 
o f a l a c k o f t r a n q u i l places o f l e a r n i n g , are n e v e r r e a l l y 
transformed i n t o i n t e l l e c t u a l s . T h a t is to say, t h e y are n o t 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s t h r o u g h a n d t h r o u g h . I f t h e y w e r e , t h a t 
w o u l d m a k e t h e m recept ive , i n a p a r t i c u l a r w a y , n o t o n l y 
to the v i b r a t i o n s o f th ings w h i c h c o n c e r n t h e m profes
s i o n a l l y , b u t to those o f a n y e x t e r n a l s t i m u l u s . F o r 
e x a m p l e , a v e t e r a n s o l d i e r is n o t o n l y a s o l d i e r w h i l e he is 
c o m m a n d i n g his t r o o p s ; he is at a l l t imes a s o l d i e r — i n 
a l l his conscious a n d his a u t o m a t i c ac t ions , i n the w a y he 
sits d o w n a n d the w a y he s u m m o n s the n i g h t - w a t c h m a n . 
T h e same c a n g e n e r a l l y be s a i d o f magistrates . B u t i t is n o t 
u s u a l l y so w i t h i n t e l l e c t u a l s (needless to say, I except the 
o u t s t a n d i n g o n e s ) ; i t is as t h o u g h t h e y were e a c h m a d e u p 
o f t w o m e n , the i n t e l l e c t u a l , s u i t e d to a c e r t a i n series o f 
act iv i t ies , a n d the c o m m o n , t o t a l l y c o m m o n , m a n , w h o is 
n e i t h e r s a t u r a t e d w i t h c u l t u r e n o r even t o u c h e d b y i t , 
w h o is as i m p a t i e n t , as v a i n a n d i r a s c i b l e as a n y one o f 
the regulars w h o go to his l o c a l cafe. W h o does n o t r e c a l l 
w i t h w h a t d i s a p p o i n t m e n t , n a y , disbelief , he f o u n d some 
exquis i te w r i t e r he h a d been a d m i r i n g w i t h o u t ever 
h a v i n g m a d e his p e r s o n a l a c q u a i n t a n c e to be a m a n o f 
v u l g a r tastes, whose m a n n e r s w e r e as a p p a l l i n g as his 
c o n v e r s a t i o n was s t u n t e d , a n d w h o was n o t a s h a m e d o f 
i n d u l g i n g i n a p l e b e i a n t o r r e n t o f abuse w h e n the w a i t e r 
d i d n o t i m m e d i a t e l y b r i n g a r a t i o n o f sea-food to grat i fy 
his g l u t t o n y ? A n d w h o w i t h a n e v e n s l i g h t l y d i s c i p l i n e d 
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m i n d has n o t e x p e r i e n c e d disgust a n d anger at the s ight 
o f so m u c h d e l i b e r a t e m u d d l e a n d i n e l e g a n t b a d f a i t h 
i n the a r g u m e n t s w h i c h arise w h e n e v e r there are m a n y 
professionals o f the i n t e l l e c t g a t h e r e d together ? 

F o r this v e r y reason, because t h e y are n o t r e f i n e d to the 
core b u t are m e r e l y c o v e r e d i n a v a r n i s h o f g l u t i n o u s 
i n f o r m a t i o n , the S p a n i s h i n t e l l e c t u a l s , t a k e n b y surpr ise , 
d i d n o t react i n t e l l e c t u a l l y to the a d v e n t o f the d i c t a t o r 
s h i p . T h e p a t t e r n o f t h e i r e v e r y d a y act iv i t ies was not 
g e a r e d to s o m e t h i n g so o u t o f the o r d i n a r y . A n d w h e n 
t h e y were c o n f r o n t e d w i t h a n event w h i c h d i d n o t fit i n t o 
t h e i r p a t t e r n , t h e y c o u l d o n l y react as o r d i n a r y m e n , w i t h 
a l l the i l l t e m p e r a n d a v e r s i o n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e i r 
c l i q u e . A n d this is e x a c t l y w h a t h a p p e n e d . T h e y left the 
d i c t a t o r s t a n d i n g a l o n e i n the m i d d l e o f a vast desert 
o f t h e i r m a k i n g . W h o e v e r d a r e d to overstep its b o r d e r s 
exposed h i m s e l f t h e r e b y to the s c o r n o f a l l the arb i ters 
o f i n t e l l e c t u a l s t a n d a r d s . A l l o f w h i c h gave rise to a n 
a s t o n i s h i n g s p e c t a c l e : there was the d i c t a t o r a l l b y 
h imsel f , w i t h n o o t h e r i n s t r u m e n t s save his o w n o p t i m i s m , 
his c a n d o u r , his c o u r a g e , his m a r v e l l o u s l y q u i c k i n t e l l i 
gence, his flexibility, his s i n c e r i t y , his o v e r r i d i n g w e a l t h 
o f g e n u i n e h u m a n i t y , a l o n e a n d w i t h n o one to h e l p h i m , 
s u r r o u n d e d o n a l l sides b y host i le s i lence, i n u n t r a i n e d a n d 
d i r e c t c o m m u n i o n w i t h the p e o p l e , m a n a g i n g to l i f t u p 
a n d c a r r y , at least for a p e r i o d o f f o u r years, the s u m t o t a l 
o f p e r h a p s the strongest hopes o u r p e o p l e c a n r e c a l l . 

I f o n l y the i n t e l l e c t u a l s h a d u n d e r s t o o d t h a t m a n ! A 
m o r e f a v o u r a b l e c o n j u n c t i o n o f c i r c u m s t a n c e s m a y n o t 
c o m e to pass i n S p a i n for m a n y l o n g years. T h e i n t e l l e c 
tuals c o u l d h a v e v o i c e d a l l t h e i r k n o w l e d g e a n d t h e i r 
t h o u g h t s . T h e d i c t a t o r w o u l d s u r e l y h a v e u n d e r s t o o d 
t h e m , for P r o v i d e n c e h a d been t r u l y generous i n e n d o w i n g 
h i m w i t h n a t u r a l talents . T h e i n t e l l e c t u a l s c o u l d h a v e 
o r g a n i z e d the m a g n i f i c e n t fireworks o f e n t h u s i a s m the 
d i c t a t o r s h i p n e e d e d so b a d l y , o n the basis o f a great 
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c e n t r a l i d e a l , a s t r o n g a n d e legant d o c t r i n e . I n r e t u r n they 
w o u l d h a v e f o u n d w h a t t h e y m a y n o t get a g a i n for a l o n g 
t i m e : a n e x t r a o r d i n a r y man, i n the fullest sense o f the w o r d , 
b o r n i n o u r t i m e w i t h a l l the e x u b e r a n t s p i r i t , the j o y f u l 
generos i ty , the h e a l t h a n d c o u r a g e a n d a p p e a l to the 
m u l t i t u d e o f a great c a p t a i n o f the R e n a i s s a n c e . 

B u t i t is n o w t o o l a t e ! T h e y let the o p p o r t u n i t y pass 
t h e m b y , f a i l i n g to a p p r e c i a t e its p r o f o u n d a n d decis ive 
i m p o r t a n c e . T h e y s t a r t e d fussing a b o u t w h e t h e r the 
d i c t a t o r s h i p was p e r h a p s l a c k i n g i n respect for some 
p e t t y r i t u a l o r o t h e r . A n d t h e y s c o r n e d the man i n o r d e r 
to share, at m o r e o r less close q u a r t e r s , i n the m o u r n i n g 
o f the p o h t i c a l c l iques e x c l u d e d f r o m posi t ions o f c o m 
m a n d . T o the n e w w i n d , i m p e r f e c t b u t i n v i g o r a t i n g , t h e y 
p r e f e r r e d the s m a l l - t o w n c l u b - r o o m , w h i c h is w h a t 
S p a n i s h p o l i t i c s w e r e l i k e , w i t h its b r a z i e r , its s p i c y 
gossip, its g a m e o f cards a n d its tasteless c u r t a i n s , w h i c h 
w e r e apt to be b u g - r i d d e n . I k n o w t h a t w h e n t h e y were 
w r i t i n g , the i n t e l l e c t u a l s , t o o , a b h o r r e d a l l t h i s ; b u t i n 
t h e i r h e a r t o f hearts t h e y c o u l d n o t get a w a y f r o m t h e i r 
s e n t i m e n t a l a f f in i ty w i t h the p o l i t i c i a n s i n d i s r e p u t e ; to 
t h e m the d i c t a t o r was the c o m m o n e n e m y . A n d so p o l i 
t i c ians a n d i n t e l l e c t u a l s together p u t t h e i r m i n d s (let us 
c a l l t h e m that) to d i s s e m i n a t i n g sarcast ic r e m a r k s i n the 
casinos a n d to p u b l i s h i n g c l a n d e s t i n e tracts . 

W i t h some except ions , this was the a t t i t u d e o f the 
S p a n i s h i n t e l l e c t u a l s w h e n t h e y w e r e faced w i t h the 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y h a p p e n i n g o f the d i c t a t o r s h i p . T h a t is h o w 
t h e y s a w i t . T h e y m a y be w e l l p l e a s e d w i t h the w a y t h e y 
h a v e r e n d e r e d i t steri le . B u t i t w i l l n o t be u p to t h e m to be 
the j u d g e s o f t h e i r o w n clear-sightedness. T h e d a y w i l l 
c o m e w h e n , f r o m the s u m m i t s o f t i m e , a n assessment w i l l 
be m a d e o f w h a t was g r e a t e r : the d i c t a t o r o r the i n t e l l e c 
t u a l a t m o s p h e r e i n this c o r n e r o f the w o r l d a r o u n d the y e a r 
1923. W i l l h i s t o r y say that the i n t e l l e c t u a l s w e r e r i g h t ? 
E v e n n o w , t h e y c a n n o t h e l p n o t i c i n g one d i s q u i e t i n g 
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s y m p t o m : w h i l e they are a l l a g r e e d o n d e s p i s i n g G e n e r a l 
P r i m o de R i v e r a , there are m a n y a b l e m i n d s outs ide 
S p a i n w h o , t h o u g h t h e y t h i n k l i t t l e o f o u r c o n t e m p o r a r y 
l i t e r a t u r e a n d a l m o s t n o t h i n g o f o u r science, t h i n k v e r y 
h i g h l y o f G e n e r a l P r i m o de R i v e r a as a m a n o f h i s t o r i c a l 
a n d p o l i t i c a l s igni f icance . I n the f o l l o w i n g pages o f this 
b o o k the r e a d e r w i l l find a great n u m b e r o f f o r e i g n 
o p i n i o n s . A n d i t s h o u l d n o t be f o r g o t t e n that , as C l a r i n 
has s a i d , 'at t imes , d i s t a n c e has some o f the v i r tues o f 
t i m e ; o t h e r c o u n t r i e s often p l a y the p a r t o f p o s t e r i t y ' . 

J O S E A N T O N I O P R I M O D E R I V E R A 



T H E B A S I C E L E M E N T S O F 
T H E L I B E R A L S T A T E 

From El Fascio, N o . i , M a r c h i 6 t h , 1933 

I N T H E D I R E C T I O N O F A N E W S T A T E 

T h e l i b e r a l state believes i n n o t h i n g , n o t e v e n i n itself. 
T h e l i b e r a l state a l l o w s e v e r y t h i n g to be q u e s t i o n e d , e v e n 
the v a l u e o f its o w n existence. 

F o r the l i b e r a l s ta tesman there is n o t h i n g i l l i c i t i n the 
d o c t r i n e b y w h i c h the state is r e p l a c e a b l e . T h a t is to say, 
i n his p o s i t i o n at the h e a d o f a n ' e s t a b l i s h e d ' state, he 
does n o t e v e n be l ieve i n the i n t r i n s i c m e r i t s , the j u s t i c e , 
the usefulness o f t h a t p a r t i c u l a r state. R a t h e r l i k e a ship 's 
c a p t a i n w h o is n o t sure w h e t h e r i t is bet ter to m a k e p o r t 
o r to be s h i p w r e c k e d . T h e l i b e r a l o u t l o o k a m o u n t s to 
t a k i n g a f r i v o l o u s v i e w o f one's o w n d e s t i n y ; i t p e r m i t s one 
to hoist onesel f to pos i t ions o f a u t h o r i t y w i t h o u t e v e n b e i n g 
p e r s u a d e d t h a t there s h o u l d be a n y pos i t ions o f a u t h o r i t y 
at a l l , o r fee l ing t h a t t h e y e n t a i l a n y o b l i g a t i o n s , n o t even 
t h a t o f h o l d i n g o n to t h e m . 

T h e y r e c o g n i z e b u t one l i m i t i n g f a c t o r : the l a w . O h , 
yes ; one c a n a t t e m p t the d e s t r u c t i o n o f a l l t h a t exists; 
b u t w i t h o u t o v e r s t e p p i n g the b o u n d a r i e s o f the l a w . B u t 
w h a t e x a c t l y is the l a w ? H e r e a g a i n there is n o reference to 
a n y i m m u t a b l e p r i n c i p l e s . T h e l a w is the express ion o f the 
sovere ign w i l l o f the p e o p l e ; i n p r a c t i c e , t h a t o f the 
m a j o r i t y o f voters. 

T w o p o i n t s i n this c o n n e c t i o n : 
F i r s t l y . F o r the l i b e r a l , the l a w is n o t c o n s e c r a t e d b y its 

a i m s b u t b y its ' source ' . T h o s e schools o f t h o u g h t whose 
constant a i m is the p u b h c g o o d c o n s i d e r g o o d laws those 
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w h i c h serve s u c h a n e n d , a n d b a d laws those w h i c h stray 
f r o m this course, regardless o f w h o has p r o m u l g a t e d t h e m . 
T h e d e m o c r a t i c s c h o o l o f t h o u g h t — d e m o c r a c y b e i n g the 
system w h i c h m o s t f u l l y expresses l i b e r a l t h i n k i n g — 
considers t h a t a l a w is g o o d a n d l e g i t i m a t e i f i t has 
o b t a i n e d the consent o f the m a j o r i t y o f voters , even 
t h o u g h its c o n t e n t m a y be u t t e r l y m o n s t r o u s . 

S e c o n d l y . L i b e r a l s d o n o t c o n s i d e r w h a t is r i g h t to be a 
c a t e g o r y o f r e a s o n b u t a p r o d u c t o f w i l l . N o t h i n g is r i g h t 
i n itself. T h e r e is n e v e r a n y reference to some scale o f 
va lues b y w h i c h to gauge the r ightness o f a n y l a w t h a t is 
passed. I t is e n o u g h to find suff icient votes e n d o r s i n g i t . 

A l l this c a n be s u m m e d u p i n one sentence: " T h e 
p e o p l e is s o v e r e i g n . " S o v e r e i g n i n the sense t h a t i t is 
e n t i t l e d to j u s t i f y its o w n decis ions. T h e people ' s decisions 
are r i g h t because t h e y are the people 's . T h e theories o f 
r e g a l a b s o l u t i s m stated. Quod principi placuit legem habet 
vigorem. T h e t i m e was b o u n d to c o m e w h e n the theore
t i c i a n s o f d e m o c r a c y w o u l d say, ' T h e r e has to be a c e r t a i n 
a u t h o r i t y i n society whose act ions d o n o t h a v e to be r i g h t 
i n o r d e r to be v a l i d ; this a u t h o r i t y resides o n l y i n the 
p e o p l e . ' T h e s e w o r d s are b y J u r i e u , one o f the forerunners 
o f R o u s s e a u . 

L I B E R T Y . E Q , U A L I T Y . F R A T E R N I T Y 

T h e l i b e r a l state — t h a t u n i n s p i r e d a n d i n d i f f e r e n t state 
— w r o t e these three s p l e n d i d w o r d s o n the f ront isp iece 
o f its t e m p l e : L I B E R T Y , E Q U A L I T Y , F R A T E R N I T Y . B u t u n d e r 
its auspices n o n e o f these three things flourish. 

L i b e r t y c a n n o t l i v e w i t h o u t the p r o t e c t i o n o f s t r o n g 
a n d i m m u t a b l e p r i n c i p l e s . W h e n p r i n c i p l e s c h a n g e w i t h 
the fluctuations o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n , there c a n be f r e e d o m 
o n l y for those w h o h a p p e n to agree w i t h that c h a n g e . T h e 
m i n o r i t i e s h a v e n o c h o i c e b u t to suffer i n s i lence. U n d e r 
the tyrants o f the M i d d l e A g e s the v i c t i m s at least h a d the 
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c o m f o r t o f k n o w i n g that t h e y were b e i n g t y r a n n i z e d . T h e 
t y r a n t m i g h t be o p p r e s s i n g t h e m , b u t those w h o were 
a c t u a l l y suf fer ing o p p r e s s i o n n o n e the less were r i g h t , a n d 
the t y r a n t was w r o n g . H i g h a b o v e the heads o f tyrants a n d 
subjects a l i k e there used to be c e r t a i n e t e r n a l t ruths , i n 
the l i g h t o f w h i c h e a c h was g i v e n his d u e . I n the d e m o 
c r a t i c state, this does n o t a p p l y ; the l a w — n o t the state, 
b u t the l a w , the s u p p o s e d w i l l o f the m a j o r i t y — 'is 
a l w a y s r i g h t ' . T h u s the v i c t i m o f o p p r e s s i o n , besides 
b e i n g oppressed, c a n m o r e o v e r be c h a r g e d w i t h d a n g e r o u s 
w a y w a r d n e s s i f he cal ls the l a w unjust . N o t e v e n t h a t 
f r e e d o m r e m a i n s to h i m . 

T h a t is w h y the b e l i e f t h a t a p e o p l e has g a i n e d its 
f r e e d o m the v e r y d a y i t p r o c l a i m s the d o g m a o f n a t i o n a l 
sovere ignty a n d accepts u n i v e r s a l suffrage is s a i d b y 
D u g u i t to be ' f a t a l l y m i s g u i d e d ' . * B e w a r e , h e says, 
o f d e m o c r a t i c a b s o l u t i s m ! M o r e energet ic p r e c a u t i o n s 
m a y be n e e d e d against the d e s p o t i s m o f p o p u l a r assemblies 
t h a n against the d e s p o t i s m o f k i n g s . ' A t h i n g r e m a i n s 
unjust even i f i t be o r d a i n e d b y the p e o p l e a n d its r e p r e 
sentatives, q u i t e as m u c h as t h o u g h i t h a d been o r d a i n e d 
b y a p r i n c e . Because o f the d o g m a o f p o p u l a r s o v e r e i g n t y 
this tends to be a l l too easi ly f o r g o t t e n . ' 

T h i s is w h a t h a p p e n s to f r e e d o m u n d e r the r u l e o f the 
m a j o r i t y , a n d to e q u a l i t y too . F i r s t o f a l l , there is n o 
e q u a l i t y b e t w e e n the d o m i n a n t p a r t y w h i c h legislates 
as i t pleases a n d the rest o f the c i t i zens w h o e n d u r e i t . 
Besides, the l i b e r a l state p r o d u c e s a n even m o r e p r o f o u n d 
i n e q u a l i t y : e c o n o m i c i n e q u a l i t y . S i n c e i n t h e o r y the 
w o r k e r a n d the c a p i t a l i s t enjoy e q u a l f r e e d o m to enter i n t o 
a l a b o u r c o n t r a c t , the w o r k e r ends u p b y b e i n g e n s l a v e d 
b y the c a p i t a l i s t . N o t t h a t the l a t t e r obliges the f o r m e r b y 
force to accept a n y g i v e n c o n d i t i o n s ; he m e r e l y lets h u n g e r 
take its c o u r s e ; he makes a n offer w h i c h i n t h e o r y the 
w o r k e r is free t o re ject ; b u t i f h e does reject i t , he w i l l h a v e 

* L e o n Duguit (i 859-1928), French jurist. 
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n o t h i n g to eat, a n d e v e n t u a l l y he is b o u n d to a c c e p t i t . 
T h i s is h o w l i b e r a l i s m b r o u g h t us the a c c u m u l a t i o n o f 
c a p i t a l a n d the p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n o f the great mass o f the 
p e o p l e . I n o r d e r to defend the oppressed against the 
e c o n o m i c t y r a n n y o f the p o w e r f u l , s o m e t h i n g as a n t i -
l i b e r a l as s o c i a l i s m h a d to emerge . 

L a s t l y , i t is f ra tern i ty ' s t u r n to be shat tered . S i n c e the 
d e m o c r a t i c system is based o n the r u l e o f the m a j o r i t y , 
the o n l y w a y to a t t a i n v i c t o r y w i t h i n i t is to get the 
s u p p o r t o f the m a j o r i t y at a n y cost. T o this e n d a l l w e a p o n s 
are p e r m i s s i b l e ; i t is a l l r i g h t to accuse a n o p p o n e n t 
w r o n g f u l l y o f b a d f a i t h i f this helps to d e p r i v e h i m o f a 
few votes. I f there is to be a m a j o r i t y a n d a m i n o r i t y , 
there m u s t needs be ' d i v i s i o n ' . I f the o t h e r p a r t y is to be 
s p l i t , there m u s t needs be ' h a t r e d ' . D i v i s i o n a n d h a t r e d , 
t h o u g h , are i n c o m p a t i b l e w i t h f r a t e r n i t y . A n d thus the 
m e m b e r s o f one a n d the same p e o p l e cease to feel p a r t o f 
a w h o l e s u p e r i o r to themselves, p a r t o f a l o f t y h i s t o r i c a l 
u n i t y w h i c h encompasses a l l o f t h e m . T h e f a t h e r l a n d is 
r e d u c e d to the state o f a b a t t l e f i e l d , w h e r e t w o — o r 
severa l — c o n t e n d i n g fact ions seek to g a i n g r o u n d , e a c h 
h e e d i n g a d i f ferent s e c t a r i a n v o i c e , w h i l e the d e a r v o i c e o f 
the c o m m o n l a n d , w h i c h o u g h t to m a k e a l l o f t h e m 
b r o t h e r s , seems to h a v e f a l l e n s i lent . 

T H E A I M S O F T H E N E W S T A T E 

A l l the a ims o f the n e w state c o u l d be s u m m e d u p i n a 
s ingle w o r d : u n i t y . T h e f a t h e r l a n d is a h i s t o r i c w h o l e 
i n t o w h i c h a l l o f us m e r g e , s u p e r i o r to a l l a n d a n y o f o u r 
g r o u p s . O u t o f respect for this u n i t y , a l l classes a n d 
i n d i v i d u a l s m u s t seek to a d a p t themselves. A n d its 
r e a l i z a t i o n m u s t be based o n the f o l l o w i n g t w o p r i n c i p l e s : 

F i r s t l y . W i t h r e g a r d to its ' p u r p o s e ' , the state m u s t be 
a t o o l i n the service o f t h a t u n i t y , i n w h i c h i t m u s t firmly 
be l ieve . N o t h i n g t h a t goes against this p r e c i o u s a n d 



T H E B A S I C E L E M E N T S O F T H E L I B E R A L S T A T E 45 

t r a n s c e n d e n t a l u n i t y c a n be a c c e p t e d as b e i n g g o o d , 
be those w h o f a v o u r i t m a n y o r few. 

S e c o n d l y . W i t h r e g a r d to its ' shape ' , the state c a n 
o n l y be establ ished o n a basis o f n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y , o f 
v i g o r o u s a n d f r a t e r n a l c o - o p e r a t i o n . T h e class s truggle 
a n d the fester ing strife o f p a r t y p o l i t i c s are i n c o m p a t i b l e 
w i t h this c o n c e p t o f the state. 

T h e c r e a t i o n o f a n e w t y p e o f p o l i t i c s w h e r e i n these 
t w o p r i n c i p l e s w i l l be j o i n e d — t h a t is the task w h i c h 
h i s t o r y has e n t r u s t e d to o u r g e n e r a t i o n . 



V I O L E N C E A N D J U S T I C E 

A letter from Jose A n t o n i o to J u l i a n P e m a r t i n , publ ished i n 
Sancho D a v i l a a n d J u l i a n P e m a r t i n , Hacia la historia de la 
Falange, vo l . i (Jerez, 1938), p. 24. 

M a d r i d , A p r i l a n d , 1933 

D e a r J u l i a n , I w o u l d h a v e l i k e d to w r i t e to y o u sooner, b u t 
i t h a s n ' t been poss ible . I d o i t n o w , o n S u n d a y , a n d s h a l l 
t r y to c o n c e n t r a t e o n the a r g u m e n t s against fasc ism w h i c h 
y o u t e l l m e a b o u t i n y o u r le t ter . 

1. ' T h a t i t c a n n o t c o m e to p o w e r except t h r o u g h 
v i o l e n c e . ' 

F i r s t o f a l l , this is h i s t o r i c a l l y u n t r u e . T h e r e is the 
e x a m p l e o f G e r m a n y , w h e r e N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m has 
e m e r g e d t r i u m p h a n t f r o m a n e l e c t i o n . B u t i f there w e r e 
n o o t h e r means b u t v i o l e n c e , w h a t w o u l d i t m a t t e r ? 
E v e r y system has i m p o s e d i t se l f v i o l e n t l y , even one so t a m e 
as l i b e r a l i s m (the g u i l l o t i n e o f 1893 is responsib le for 
m a n y m o r e deaths t h a n M u s s o h n i a n d H i t l e r together) . 

V i o l e n c e is n o t s y s t e m a t i c a l l y r e p r e h e n s i b l e , b u t o n l y 
w h e n i t is c o n t r a r y to j u s t i c e . E v e n St T h o m a s was 
p r e p a r e d , i n e x t r e m e c i r c u m s t a n c e s , to c o u n t e n a n c e 
r e b e l l i o n against a t y r a n t . W h y , therefore, s h o u l d v i o l e n c e 
used against a v i c t o r i o u s sect w h i c h spreads d i s c o r d , 
d isavows n a t i o n a l c o n t i n u i t y a n d obeys i n s t r u c t i o n s f r o m 
a b r o a d (the I n t e r n a t i o n a l o f A m s t e r d a m , f reemasonry , 
et cetera) d i s q u a l i f y the system w h i c h s u c h v i o l e n c e 
i m p l a n t s ? 

2. ' T h a t i t m u s t c o m e f r o m the p e o p l e , c o m p l e t e w i t h 
its i d e a a n d its l e a d e r . ' 

T h e first p a r t is m i s t a k e n . T h e i d e a c a n n o l o n g e r c o m e 

46 



V I O L E N C E A N D J U S T I C E 47 

f r o m the p e o p l e . I t is ' a l r e a d y there ' a n d those w h o k n o w 
o f i t are n o t u s u a l l y o f the p e o p l e . T h o u g h i t is p r o b a b l y 
g i v e n to a m a n o f l o w l y o r i g i n s to p u t the i d e a i n t o 
p r a c t i c e . T o be a t rue leader , one m u s t be s o m e t h i n g o f 
a p r o p h e t , one m u s t h a v e s u c h f a i t h , s u c h h e a l t h , s u c h 
e n t h u s i a s m a n d s u c h anger as is i n c o m p a t i b l e w i t h 
r e f i n e m e n t . I p e r s o n a l l y w o u l d be s u i t e d to a n y t h i n g b u t 
the r o l e o f a fascist l eader . T h e d o u b t s a n d the sense o f 
i r o n y w h i c h n e v e r leave those o f us w h o h a v e h a d a n y 
k i n d o f i n t e l l e c t u a l c u r i o s i t y m a k e us i n c a p a b l e o f u t t e r i n g 
w i t h o u t a stutter those v i g o r o u s statements r e q u i r e d o f the 
leaders o f the masses. T h u s , i f i n J e r e z o r i n M a d r i d there 
are f r iends o f ours whose l ivers q u a i l at the t h o u g h t t h a t I 
m i g h t w a n t to set m y s e l f u p as a fascist l eader , y o u c a n t e l l 
t h e m f r o m m e t o r e l a x . 

3. ' T h a t i n the countr ies w h e r e i t seems to h a v e c o m e 
o u t o n t o p , there was some i m m e d i a t e r e a s o n for its 
existence. ' 

A n d i sn ' t t h a t so i n S p a i n ? T h e r e m a y n o t be the reason 
o f a w a r . T h a t is w h y I s a i d i n m y let ter to L u c a de T e n a 
t h a t here fasc ism w i l l p r o b a b l y n o t be v i o l e n t . B u t the loss 
o f u n i t y ( t e r r i t o r i a l , s p i r i t u a l , h i s t o r i c a l u n i t y ) , is t h a t less 
o b v i o u s here t h a n e lsewhere? A t m o s t i t m i g h t be s a i d 
t h a t w e m u s t w a i t u n t i l th ings get worse . B u t , i f w e c a n 
react sooner, w h a t is the p o i n t o f w a i t i n g for a m o m e n t o f 
d e s p e r a t i o n ? P a r t i c u l a r l y i n v i e w o f the fact t h a t a social ist 
d i c t a t o r s h i p is b e i n g h a t c h e d , o r g a n i z e d b y the powers 
that be, w h i c h w o u l d b r i n g S p a i n to a p o i n t o f a l m o s t n o 
r e t u r n unless i t is t h w a r t e d . 

4. ' T h a t i t is a n t i - C a t h o h c ' 
T h i s o b j e c t i o n is t y p i c a l o f o u r c o u n t r y , w h e r e every

b o d y is m o r e p a p i s t t h a n the p o p e . W h i l e the T r e a t y o f 
L e t r a n is s i g n e d i n R o m e , here w e accuse fasc ism o f b e i n g 
a n t i - C a t h o h c ; fasc ism, w h i c h i n I t a l y , after n i n e t y years o f 
h b e r a l f reemasonry , has b r o u g h t the c r u c i f i x a n d rehgious 
t e a c h i n g b a c k i n t o the schools. I c a n u n d e r s t a n d p e o p l e 
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b e i n g w o r r i e d i n P r o t e s t a n t c o u n t r i e s , w h e r e there m i g h t 
be a conf l ic t b e t w e e n the n a t i o n a l re l ig ious t r a d i t i o n a n d 
the C a t h o l i c f e r v o u r o f a m i n o r i t y . B u t i n S p a i n , w h e r e 
c a n the e x a l t a t i o n o f a l l that is g e n u i n e l y n a t i o n a l take us 
o t h e r t h a n to a n e n c o u n t e r w i t h the C a t h o l i c i n v a r i a n t s 
o f o u r m i s s i o n i n the w o r l d ? 

A s y o u c a n see, a l m o s t n o n e o f the a r g u m e n t s against 
fascism are f o r m u l a t e d i n g o o d f a i t h . W i t h i n t h e m 
breathes the h i d d e n w i s h to get h o l d o f a n i d e o l o g i c a l 
excuse for laziness o r c o w a r d i c e , i f n o t for the u l t i m a t e 
n a t i o n a l f a i l i n g , n a m e l y the k i n d o f e n v y w h i c h is p r e p a r e d 
to s p o i l the best poss ib le th ings for n o o t h e r reason t h a n to 
p r e v e n t t h e m f r o m g i v i n g a f e l l o w h u m a n b e i n g a n 
o p p o r t u n i t y to sh ine . 

I s h a l l see to i t t h a t y o u receive some copies o f .£/ Fascio, 
w h e r e i n y o u w i l l find e n o u g h i n d u c e m e n t to e n t h u s i a s m 
a n d a g o o d l y h o a r d o f p o l e m i c a l a r g u m e n t s . I n a n y case, 
s h o u l d y o u w a n t a n y f u r t h e r e x p l a n a t i o n s w h i c h I c o u l d 
g ive y o u , I a m at y o u r d i s p o s a l . 

W a r m e s t greet ings. 
J O S E A N T O N I O 



O N T H E O C C A S I O N O F T H E 
F O U N D A T I O N O F T H E S P A N I S H 

F A L A N G E 

Speech made at the Teatro C o m e d i a , M a d r i d , 

October 29th, 1933* 

N o t h i n g Hke a p a r a g r a p h o f t h a n k s . S u c c i n c t l y , as 
becomes the m i l i t a r y conciseness o f o u r style, T h a n k 
y o u . 

W h e n a p e r n i c i o u s m a n b y the n a m e o f J e a n J a c q u e s 
R o u s s e a u p u b h s h e d , i n M a r c h 1762, The Social Contract, 
p o l i t i c a l t r u t h ceased to be s o m e t h i n g p e r m a n e n t . U n t i l 
t h e n , i n o t h e r less s u p e r f i c i a l t imes , states h a d , as executors 
o f h i s t o r i c miss ions , b o r n e j u s t i c e a n d t r u t h e m b l a z o n e d 
o n t h e i r b r o w s a n d w i t h a l o n the stars. J e a n J a c q u e s 
R o u s s e a u as m u c h as t o l d us t h a t j u s t i c e a n d t r u t h w e r e 
n o t p e r m a n e n t categories o f j u d g m e n t b u t r a t h e r 
t i m e - c o n d i t i o n e d decis ions o f the w i l l . 

J e a n J a c q u e s R o u s s e a u a s s u m e d t h a t the w h o l e w e 
const i tute as a p e o p l e has a s o u l s u p e r i o r i n k i n d , o n a 
di f ferent p l a n e , to e a c h one o f o u r souls, a n d t h a t this 
s u p e r i o r essence is e n d o w e d w i t h a n i n f a l H b l e w i l l c a p a b l e 
o f d e f i n i n g i n s t a n t l y w h a t is j u s t o r unjust , r i g h t o r w r o n g . 
A n d since this c o l l e c t i v e w i l l , this sovere ign v o l i t i o n , c a n 
find express ion o n l y i n the vote — w h i c h is the t r i u m p h o f 
the m a j o r i t y ' s conjecture over t h a t o f the m i n o r i t y w h e n 
i t comes to e l u c i d a t i n g the s u p e r i o r w i l l — i t w o u l d 
s ignify t h a t the v o t e , t h a t farce o f b a l l o t - p a p e r s cast i n t o 
a glass u r n , h a d the p r o p e r t y o f d e t e r m i n i n g at a n y g i v e n 

* Where no precise source is given, the original text may be found in Jos6 

Antonio Primo de Rivera, Obras Completas ( M a d r i d : Editora Nacional, 

1942)-
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t i m e w h e t h e r G o d d i d o r d i d not exist, w h e t h e r the t r u t h 
was the t r u t h o r n o t , w h e t h e r the f a t h e r l a n d was to p c r d u r e 
o r w h e t h e r i t w o u l d d o bet ter at some t i m e o r a n o t h e r to 
c o m m i t su ic ide . 

A s a servant o f this d o c t r i n e , the l i b e r a l state d ives ted 
i tse l f o f its r o l e as resolute e x e c u t o r o f the n a t i o n ' s des t iny 
to b e c o m e a m e r e spectator o f the e l e c t o r a l contest. F o r 
the l i b e r a l state i t was i m p o r t a n t o n l y t h a t a c e r t a i n 
n u m b e r o f g e n t l e m e n p r e s i d e d o v e r p o l l i n g stat ions, t h a t 
e lect ions s tar ted at e ight a n d finished at f o u r , t h a t n o 
ba l lo t -boxes w e r e s m a s h e d — t h o u g h to be s m a s h e d is 
every b a l l o t - b o x ' s noblest fate. A f t e r w a r d s , a l l t h a t 
r e m a i n e d for the state to d o was to accept c a l m l y w h a t e v e r 
e m e r g e d f r o m the p o l l as t h o u g h t h a t was n o t its c o n c e r n . 
T h a t is to say, the l i b e r a l ru lers h a d n o f a i t h even i n t h e i r 
o w n m i s s i o n ; t h e y d i d n o t be l ieve t h a t t h e y w e r e i n s t a l l e d 
for the f u l f i l m e n t o f a n e n t i r e l y respectable d u t y , b u t t h a t 
a n y o n e w h o d i s a g r e e d a n d set a b o u t t a k i n g the state b y 
assault, u s i n g f a i r means o r f o u l , h a d j u s t as m u c h r i g h t 
to say so a n d to m a k e the a t t e m p t as the keepers o f the 
state h a d to d e f e n d i t . 

H e n c e the d e m o c r a t i c system w h i c h is, first a n d fore
most , a system most r u i n o u s a n d wasteful o f energy. A 
m a n w i t h a ta lent for the lof ty f u n c t i o n o f g o v e r n m e n t — 
p e r h a p s the noblest o f a l l h u m a n funct ions — w o u l d find 
h i m s e l f o b l i g e d to devote 8 0 , e v e n 90 o r 95, p e r cent o f 
his energies to s u b s t a n t i a t i n g f o r m a l i s t i c d e m a n d s , to 
e l e c t i o n e e r i n g , to s n o o z i n g o n the benches o f the C o r t e s , 
to f a w n i n g o n the voters a n d w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e i r i m p e r t i 
nence because i t was f r o m the voters he d e r i v e d p o w e r , to 
p u t t i n g u p w i t h h u m i h a t i o n s a n d the taunts o f those w h o , 
prec ise ly because o f the a l m o s t d i v i n e f u n c t i o n o f g o v e r n 
m e n t , were d e s t i n e d to o b e y h i m . A n d i f after a l l t h a t h e 
h a d a few h o u r s to spare at d a w n or a few m i n u t e s 
s n a t c h e d f r o m uneasy s l u m b e r , this scanty m i n i m u m was 
a l l the m a n w i t h a gift for g o v e r n m e n t c o u l d devote to 
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serious r e f l e c t i o n o n the essential f u n c t i o n s o f statecraft. 
T h e r e ensued the r u i n o f a people ' s s p i r i t u a l u n i t y , for 

s ince the system d e m a n d e d that a m a j o r i t y be o b t a i n e d , 
a n y o n e i n t e n t o n c a p t u r i n g the system h a d to m a k e c e r t a i n 
he g a r n e r e d a m a j o r i t y o f the votes — i f n e e d be b y 
s t e a l i n g t h e m f r o m the o t h e r par t ies . T o this e n d he h a d to 
s l a n d e r the o t h e r part ies w i t h o u t h e s i t a t i o n , to b o m b a r d 
t h e m w i t h the v i lest insul ts , to resort to d e l i b e r a t e l ies, to 
waste n o t a s ingle p l o y o f f a l s e h o o d a n d v i l i f i c a t i o n . T h u s 
i t c a m e a b o u t t h a t a l t h o u g h f r a t e r n i t y was one o f the 
a x i o m s the l i b e r a l state e x h i b i t e d o n its facade, there has 
n e v e r b e e n a s i t u a t i o n o f c o l l e c t i v e life w h e r e i n m e n , 
r e v i l e d a n d host i le to e a c h o t h e r , felt less l i k e brothers 
t h a n i n the distasteful t u r m o i l o f the l i b e r a l state. 

U l t i m a t e l y , the l i b e r a l state gave us e c o n o m i c s lavery , 
for i t says to the w o r k e r s , w i t h t r a g i c i r o n y : ' Y o u are free 
to w o r k as y o u l i k e ; n o b o d y c a n force y o u to accept a n y 
p a r t i c u l a r c o n d i t i o n s ; b u t r e m e m b e r , b e i n g r i c h , w e offer 
y o u w h a t e v e r c o n d i t i o n s w e p l e a s e ; as free c i t i zens , y o u 
are b y n o means o b h g e d to agree to t h e m ; b e i n g p o o r 
c i t i zens , t h o u g h , i f y o u w i l l n o t agree to the c o n d i t i o n s w e 
i m p o s e , y o u w i l l d i e o f h u n g e r i n the m i d s t o f the u t m o s t 
l i b e r a l d i g n i t y . ' A n d that is w h y i n the c o u n t r i e s w h e r e 
s p l e n d i d p a r l i a m e n t s a n d exquis i te d e m o c r a t i c i n s t i t u t i o n s 
h a v e e m e r g e d , y o u w o u l d find that y o u h a d o n l y to w a n d e r 
a few h u n d r e d y a r d s f r o m the l u x u r i o u s n e i g h b o u r h o o d s 
to c o m e u p o n n o i s o m e s l u m s w h e r e w o r k e r s a n d t h e i r 
f a m i l i e s l i v e d i n c r a m p e d c o n d i t i o n s at a n a l m o s t sub
h u m a n l e v e l o f d e c o r u m . A n d y o u w o u l d find a g r i c u l t u r a l 
l a b o u r e r s t o i l i n g o n the l a n d f r o m d a w n to d u s k w i t h t h e i r 
backs s c o r c h e d , w h o — t h a n k s to the laissez-faire l i b e r a l 
e c o n o m y — e a r n e d t h r o u g h o u t a n ent i re y e a r some 
seventy o r e i g h t y day-wages o f three pesetas. 

T h a t is w h y s o c i a l i s m was b o u n d to emerge, a n d r i g h t l y 
so (it is n o t o u r w a y to eschew a n y t r u t h ) . T h e w o r k e r s h a d 
n o c h o i c e b u t to defend themselves against that system 
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w h i c h offered t h e m o n l y the p r o m i s e o f r i g h t s , b u t d i d 
n o t h i n g to p r o v i d e t h e m w i t h a n e q u i t a b l e l i fe . 

B u t s o c i a l i s m , w h i c h was a l e g i t i m a t e response to l i b e r a l 
s lavery , has since gone astray, o p t i n g first for a m a t e r i a l i s t i c 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f l ife a n d o f h i s t o r y , s e c o n d l y for a s p i r i t 
o f r e p r i s a l a n d t h i r d l y for the p r o m u l g a t i o n o f the d o g m a 
o f the class s truggle . 

S o c i a l i s m , a b o v e a l l the s o c i a l i s m e l a b o r a t e d i n the 
c h i l l o f t h e i r studies b y the i m p a s s i v e social ist apostles i n 
w h o m the u n f o r t u n a t e w o r k e r s p u t t h e i r t rust , a n d w h o 
h a v e b y n o w b e e n r e v e a l e d to us as t h e y r e a l l y are b y 
A l f o n s o G a r c i a V a l d e c a s a s * — t h a t v e r s i o n o f s o c i a l i s m 
sees i n h i s t o r y b u t the i n t e r p l a y o f e c o n o m i c forces. T h e 
s p i r i t u a l e l e m e n t is d i s m i s s e d : r e l i g i o n is the o p i a t e o f the 
p e o p l e ; the f a t h e r l a n d is a m y t h w i t h w h i c h to e x p l o i t 
the hapless. S u c h are the c l a i m s o f s o c i a l i s m . N o t h i n g 
matters b u t p r o d u c t i o n , e c o n o m i c o r g a n i z a t i o n . A n d the 
w o r k e r s are e x p e c t e d to m a n g l e t h e i r souls to r i d t h e m o f 
the last d r o p o f s p i r i t u a l i t y . 

I t is not the a i m o f s o c i a l i s m to restore a s o c i a l j u s t i c e 
w r e c k e d b y the e n d e m i c d i s t e m p e r o f the l i b e r a l s tate ; its 
a i m is r e p r i s a l a n d i t aspires to r e a c h i n g as h i g h a degree 
o f in just ice i n one d i r e c t i o n as ever the l i b e r a l systems 
h a v e r e a c h e d i n a n o t h e r . 

F i n a l l y , s o c i a l i s m p r o c l a i m s the m o n s t r o u s d o g m a o f 
the class s t r u g g l e ; i t p r o c l a i m s the d o g m a t h a t the c o n 
fl ict b e t w e e n classes is i n e v i t a b l e a n d a n a t u r a l fact o f l i fe 
because there c a n never be a n y t h i n g to take the s t i n g o u t 
o f i t . A n d thus has s o c i a l i s m , w h i c h arose as a v a l i d 
c r i t i c i s m o f e c o n o m i c l i b e r a l i s m , b r o u g h t us the v e r y 
h a l l m a r k s o f e c o n o m i c l i b e r a l i s m : d i s i n t e g r a t i o n , h a t r e d , 
rifts a n d the e f faccment o f every l i n k o f h u m a n b r o t h e r h o o d 
a n d s o l i d a r i t y . 

T h u s i t has c o m e a b o u t t h a t w h e n w e , the m e n o f o u r 

* Lawyer and professor; one of the three founders of the Falange and the 

only one to survive the civil war. 
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g e n e r a t i o n , o p e n o u r eyes, w e see a r o u n d us a w o r l d t h a t 
is m o r a l l y b a n k r u p t , a w o r l d s p l i t a p a r t b y a l l m a n n e r o f 
di f ferences; a n d r e g a r d i n g w h a t concerns us d i r e c t l y , w e 
see a m o r a l l y b a n k r u p t S p a i n , S p a i n d i v i d e d b y a l l 
m a n n e r o f hatreds a n d confl icts . A n d thus w e h a v e h a d to 
w e e p i n the recesses o f o u r souls as w e t r a v e l l e d a b o u t the 
v i l lages o f o u r w o n d e r f u l c o u n t r y , those v i l lages w h e r e 
b e n e a t h the h u m b l e s t c loaks one c a n s t i l l f i n d p e o p l e 
e n d o w e d w i t h a r u s t i c e legance n o t g i v e n to the e x t r a v a 
g a n t gesture o r the r e d u n d a n t w o r d , p e o p l e w h o l i v e o n a 
l a n d a p p a r e n t l y a r i d , w i t h a b o n e - d r y e x t e r i o r , w h i c h yet 
amazes us w i t h its f e r t i l i t y e r u p t i n g i n the e x u b e r a n c e o f 
v ines a n d wheat . A s w e t r a v e l l e d t h r o u g h those l a n d s a n d 
saw those p e o p l e a n d k n e w t h e m to be t o r m e n t e d b y the 
l o c a l notables , forgot ten b y a l l the fact ions, d i v i d e d , 
p o i s o n e d b y t o r t u o u s d o c t r i n e s , o u r t h o u g h t s a b o u t s u c h a 
p o p u l a c e c o u l d b u t echo its v e r y o w n c e l e b r a t i o n o f E l C i d 
at the s ight o f h i m r o a m i n g the fields o f C a s t i l e , b a n i s h e d 
f r o m B u r g o s : ' B y G o d , h o w g o o d a subject , h a d he b u t 
a w o r t h y l o r d ! ' 

T h a t is w h a t w e expect to find t h r o u g h the m o v e m e n t 
i n i t i a t e d t o d a y : a l e g i t i m a t e l o r d a n d master for S p a i n , 
b u t a l o r d a n d m a s t e r l i k e S a n F r a n c i s c o de B o r j a ' s , * o f 
w h o m w e c a n n o t be d e p r i v e d b y d e a t h . A n d for d e a t h to 
be k e p t at b a y , o u r l o r d a n d m a s t e r m a y n o t at the same 
t i m e be a slave to the vested interest o f a n y g r o u p o r 
p a r t y . 

T h e m o v e m e n t f o u n d e d t o d a y , w h i c h owes a l l e g i a n c e to 
n o p a r t y b u t is a m o v e m e n t , w e m i g h t a l m o s t say a n a n t i -
p a r t y , is n e i t h e r o f the R i g h t n o r o f the L e f t ; because 
b a s i c a l l y the R i g h t stands for the m a i n t e n a n c e o f a n 
e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e , a l b e i t a n unjust one , w h i l e the L e f t 
stands for the a t t e m p t to s u b v e r t t h a t e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e , 
even t h o u g h the s u b v e r s i o n t h e r e o f w o u l d e n t a i l the 

* T h i r d General of the Jesuits and a m a n of remarkable piety. H e was 

Viceroy of Catalonia before becoming a Jesuit. 
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d e s t r u c t i o n o f m u c h t h a t was w o r t h w h i l e . A l l this is t h e n 
dressed u p b y b o t h c a m p s w i t h a n u m b e r o f s p i r i t u a l 
concepts . W e w a n t a l l those l i s t e n i n g to us i n g o o d f a i t h to 
k n o w that there is r o o m for a l l these s p i r i t u a l concepts 
w i t h i n o u r m o v e m e n t ; b u t that o u r m o v e m e n t w i l l o n n o 
a c c o u n t tether its des t iny to the vested interests o f g r o u p s 
o r classes w h i c h u n d e r l i e the s u p e r f i c i a l d i v i s i o n i n t o 
R i g h t a n d L e f t . 

T h e n a t i o n is a n absolute w h o l e h a r b o u r i n g a l l i n d i v i 
d u a l s a n d classes; the n a t i o n c a n n o t be the d o m a i n o f the 
strongest class o r o f the best o r g a n i z e d p a r t y . T h e n a t i o n 
is a t r a n s c e n d e n t a l synthesis, a n i n d i v i s i b l e synthesis w i t h 
a finality o f its o w n ; a n d w h a t w e w a n t is to see the m o v e 
m e n t o f this d a y , a n d the state i t w i l l create, b e i n g the 
effective, the a u t h o r i t a r i a n , t o o l o f w h a t is a n i n d i s p u t a b l e 
w h o l e : that p e r m a n e n t , i r r e v o c a b l e u n i t w e c a l l f a t h e r l a n d 
a n d n a t i o n . 

A n d that sums u p the m o t i v a t i o n o f o u r f u t u r e acts a n d 
o u r present c o n d u c t , because w e w o u l d be j u s t a n o t h e r 
p a r t y i f w e w e r e to f o r m u l a t e a p r o g r a m m e o f c o n c r e t e 
so lut ions . S u c h p r o g r a m m e s h a v e the a d v a n t a g e that t h e y 
are never i m p l e m e n t e d . B u t for us, i m b u e d as w e are w i t h 
a p e r m a n e n t awareness before h i s t o r y a n d l i fe itself, t h a t 
v e r y awareness is a c o n c e p t i o n w h i c h w i l l generate 
solut ions to meet concrete p r o b l e m s , j u s t as l o v e lets us 
k n o w w h e n to s c o l d a n d w h e n to e m b r a c e , w i t h o u t t r u e 
l o v e h a v i n g the slightest n e e d o f a p r o g r a m m e o f 
r e p r i m a n d s a n d embraces . 

L e t us n o w state w h a t are the p r i o r i t i e s o f o u r t o t a l 
c o n c e p t i o n o f the n a t i o n a n d o f the state at the f a t h e r l a n d ' s 
service. 

T h e heart fe l t fus ion o f a l l the peoples o f S p a i n , h o w 
ever di f ferent t h e y m a y be, i n a n i r r e v o c a b l y c o m m o n 
dest iny . 

T h e d i s a p p e a r a n c e o f p o l i t i c a l part ies . N o one has ever 
b e e n b o r n a m e m b e r o f a p o l i t i c a l p a r t y . B u t w e are a l l 
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b o r n m e m b e r s o f a f a m i l y ; a l l o f us are residents o f a 
b o r o u g h ; a l l o f us t o i l i n the exercise o f o u r t r a d e . W e l l , 
i f these are o u r n a t u r a l categories, i f the f a m i l y , the 
m u n i c i p a l i t y a n d the c o r p o r a t i o n are the p i l l a r s o f o u r 
r e a l existence, w h y d o w e n e e d s u c h a n i n t e r m e d i a r y a n d 
p e r n i c i o u s a p p a r a t u s as that o f the p o l i t i c a l part ies w h i c h , 
i n o r d e r to u n i t e us i n a r t i f i c i a l u n i t s , b e g i n b y d i s r u p t i n g 
the u n i t y o f o u r a u t h e n t i c c o n t e x t ? 

W e w a n t less l i b e r a l v e r b i a g e a n d m o r e respect o f m a n ' s 
p r o f o u n d e s t f r e e d o m . F o r the f r e e d o m o f m a n is o n l y 
respected w h e n he is c o n s i d e r e d , as w e c o n s i d e r h i m , the 
e m b o d i m e n t o f e t e r n a l va lues , the p h y s i c a l receptac le o f a 
s o u l w h i c h c a n d a m n i t se l f o r be saved. O n l y w h e n m a n is 
c o n s i d e r e d thus c a n i t be s a i d t h a t his f r e e d o m is t r u l y 
respected, a n d e v e n m o r e so i f this f r e e d o m is g i v e n , as w e 
w o u l d w i s h i t to be, a f r a m e w o r k o f a u t h o r i t y , h i e r a r c h y 
a n d o r d e r . 

W e w a n t everyone to feel p a r t o f a d i g n i f i e d a n d c o m p r e 
hensive c o m m u n i t y : t h a t is to say, the spheres o f a c t i o n 
are m a n y a n d v a r i o u s — some w i l l c o n t r i b u t e t h e i r 
m a n u a l w o r k ; others, w o r k s o f the s p i r i t ; some, ac
c o m p l i s h m e n t s o f m o r a l i t y a n d r e f i n e m e n t . B u t let m e 
m a k e one t h i n g q u i t e c l e a r : i n a c o m m u n i t y s u c h as w e 
envisage there m u s t be n o spongers a n d n o drones . 

W e w a n t n o p a n e g y r i c s o n i n d i v i d u a l r ights t h a t c a n 
never be h o n o u r e d i n the h o m e s o f the s t a r v i n g , b u t w e d o 
w a n t every m a n , every m e m b e r o f the b o d y p o l i t i c , to be 
b y r ights e n t i t l e d to a means o f e a r n i n g b y his l a b o u r a 
l i v i n g t h a t is h u m a n e , a d e q u a t e a n d fa i r . 

W e w a n t the s p i r i t o f r e l i g i o n , the keystone o f o u r 
h is tory ' s finest arches, to enjoy the respect a n d p r o t e c t i o n 
i t m e r i t s ; w h i c h does n o t m e a n t h a t the state s h o u l d 
m e d d l e i n matters b e y o n d its p r o p e r c o n c e r n , or share — 
as i t has d o n e , p e r h a p s n o t e n t i r e l y for reasons r e l a t e d 
to t rue r e l i g i o u s c o n v i c t i o n — w h a t are sole ly its o w n 
responsib iht ies . 
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W e w a n t S p a i n to be b o l d l y conscious once m o r e o f the 
u n i v e r s a l i t y o f h e r c u l t u r e a n d h e r h i s t o r y . 

A n d w e w a n t , finally, that , i f at a n y t i m e these things 
c a n o n l y be a c h i e v e d t h r o u g h v i o l e n c e , w e s h a l l n o t stop 
short o f v i o l e n c e . F o r w h o has ever s a i d — s p e a k i n g o f 
' a n y t h i n g b u t v i o l e n c e ' — that k i n d l i n e s s is at the a p e x 
o f a l l m o r a l va lues ? W h o has ever c l a i m e d t h a t w h e n o u r 
feel ings are t r a m p l e d u n d e r f o o t i t is o u r d u t y to be k i n d l y 
r a t h e r t h a n to react as m e n ? I t is f a i r e n o u g h t h a t d i a l e c 
tics s h o u l d be the i n i t i a l i n s t r u m e n t o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n . 
B u t there are n o a c c e p t a b l e d i a l e c t i c s o t h e r t h a n the 
d ia lec t ics o f fists a n d pistols w h e n j u s t i c e o r the f a t h e r l a n d 
is p r o f a n e d . 

T h a t is w h a t w e t h i n k a b o u t the future state w e m u s t 
s truggle to forge. 

B u t o u r m o v e m e n t w i l l n o t be f u l l y u n d e r s t o o d i f i t is 
t h o u g h t to be m e r e l y a w a y o f t h i n k i n g ; i t is n o t a w a y o f 
t h i n k i n g , i t is a w a y o f b e i n g . I t is n o t o n l y the c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
the p o l i t i c a l a r c h i t e c t u r e , w e m u s t a i m for . W e m u s t , at 
every m o m e n t o f o u r l i fe , i n o u r every act , a d o p t a n 
a t t i t u d e t h a t is t r u l y h u m a n , p r o f o u n d a n d c o m p l e t e . T h i s 
a t t i t u d e is a s p i r i t o f service a n d o f sacr i f ice , the ascetic 
a n d m i l i t a r y c o n c e p t i o n o f l i fe . T h e r e f o r e , let n o o n e 
t h i n k t h a t here w e are r e c r u i t i n g i n o r d e r to h a n d o u t 
s inecures ; let n o o n e t h i n k t h a t w e are g a t h e r e d h e r e for 
the defence o f p r i v i l e g e s . I w o u l d l i k e this m i c r o p h o n e I 
h a v e before m e to c a r r y m y v o i c e i n t o the farthest corners 
o f the h o m e s o f w o r k e r s , so as to t e l l t h e m : yes, w e d o 
w e a r t ies; yes, y o u c a n c a l l us senoritos. B u t w e h a v e a 
fighting s p i r i t p r e c i s e l y because as senoritos i t is n o t i n o u r 
interest ; w e are p r e p a r e d to fight for h a r s h a n d f a i r 
sacrifices to be i m p o s e d o n m a n y o f o u r o w n c lass; a n d w e 
are p r e p a r e d to fight for the benefits o f a t o t a l i t a r i a n state 
to be m a d e a v a i l a b l e e q u a l l y to the p o w e r f u l a n d the 
l o w l y . A n d this is the w a y w e are , because this is w h a t the 
senoritos o f S p a i n h a v e a l w a y s been l i k e t h r o u g h o u t h i s t o r y . 
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T h i s is h o w t h e y c a m e to m e r i t the a u t h e n t i c status o f 
senores a n d g e n t l e m e n , because, i n f a r a w a y countr ies a n d 
o u r o w n , t h e y b r a v e d d e a t h a n d took o n the m o s t a r d u o u s 
missions for the v e r y g o o d reason that , to the senoritos t h e y 
were , s u c h things m a t t e r e d n o t at a l l . 

I be l ieve t h a t the flag is w e l l a n d t r u l y h o i s t e d . N o w let 
us d e f e n d i t cheer fu l ly , p o e t i c a l l y . F o r there are s o m e w h o , 
faced w i t h the o n s l a u g h t o f r e v o l u t i o n , bel ieve t h a t u n i t y 
o f p u r p o s e c a n best be a c h i e v e d b y p r o p o s i n g the most 
l u k e w a r m s o l u t i o n s ; t h e y be l ieve t h a t a n y t h i n g w h i c h 
m i g h t arouse a n e m o t i o n o r p r o m p t a n y v i g o r o u s a n d 
e x t r e m i s t a t t i t u d e s h o u l d be k e p t o u t o f p r o p a g a n d a . 
W h a t a m i s j u d g m e n t ! N o n e b u t the poets h a v e ever 
m o v e d a p e o p l e , a n d w o e to those w h o k n o w n o t h o w 
to c o u n t e r the p o e t r y o f d e s t r u c t i o n w i t h the p o e t r y o f 
p r o m i s e ! 

I n a p o e t i c m o v e m e n t w e s h a l l raise h i g h t h a t fervent 
c o n c e r n a b o u t S p a i n ; w e w i l l sacrif ice ourselves, w e w i l l 
r e n o u n c e , a n d ours w i l l be the v i c t o r y , a v i c t o r y w h i c h , 
needless to say, w e s h a l l n o t be w i n n i n g at the next 
e lect ions. I n these elect ions, v o t e for w h a t seems to y o u the 
lesser e v i l . B u t t h a t is n o t w h e r e o u r S p a i n w i l l e m e r g e 
f r o m , n o r is i t o u r p r o p e r e l e m e n t . I t is a m u r k y a t m o s p h e r e 
a n d stale, l i k e a t a v e r n at the e n d o f a dissolute n i g h t . T h a t 
is n o t the p l a c e for us. I d o bel ieve t h a t I a m a c a n d i d a t e , 
b u t o n e w i t h o u t f a i t h i n the process o r respect for i t . A n d 
I say so n o w , t h o u g h i t m a y cost m e every vote . I c o u l d n o t 
care less. W e s h a l l n o t be fighting the regulars for the sour 
scraps o f a g r u b b y d i n n e r . O u r p l a c e is outs ide , t h o u g h w e 
m a y p e r h a p s be p a s s i n g t h r o u g h o n o u r w a y . O u r p l a c e 
is o u t i n the o p e n a i r , b e n e a t h the c l e a r sky o f n i g h t , g u n 
i n h a n d a n d w i t h the stars h i g h a b o v e us. L e t the others 
c o n t i n u e t h e i r feast ing. O u t s i d e , a n d tensely, f e r v e n t l y , 
c o n f i d e n t l y v i g i l a n t , w e a l r e a d y sense the a p p r o a c h o f 
d a w n s t i r r i n g o u r hearts . 



B A S I C P O I N T S 

F.E., N o . I, December 7th, 1933 

I. S P A I N 

T h e S p a n i s h F a l a n g e beHeves f i r m l y i n S p a i n . S p a i n is 
N O T a t e r r i t o r y . 

N E I T H E R is i t a n aggregate o f m e n a n d w o m e n . 
S p a i n is, a b o v e a l l , A N INDIVISIBLE D E S T I N Y . 

A h i s t o r i c a l r e a l i t y . 
A n e n t i t y , r e a l i n itself, w h i c h has a c c o m p l i s h e d — a n d 

w i l l yet a c c o m p l i s h i n f u t u r e — missions o f u n i v e r s a l 
i m p o r t . 

* 
T h e r e f o r e , S p a i n exists: 
1. A s s o m e t h i n g A P A R T f r o m e a c h i n d i v i d u a l a n d f r o m 

the classes a n d g r o u p s w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e i t . 

2. A s s o m e t h i n g S U P E R I O R to e a c h o f these i n d i v i d u a l s , 

classes a n d g r o u p s a n d even to t h e i r s u m t o t a l . 

T h u s S p a i n , b e i n g a t h i n g ' a p a r t a n d s u p e r i o r ' , is b o u n d 
to h a v e its own goals. 

T h e s e goals a r e : 

1. T h e p e r p e t u a t i o n o f its u n i t y . 
2. T h e resurgence o f its i n t e r n a l v i t a l i t y . 
3. P r o m i n e n t p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the s p i r i t u a l affairs o f the 

w o r l d . 

I I . T H E F A C T O R S O F D I S S E N S I O N S I N S P A I N 

I n the p u r s u i t o f these goals , S p a i n is h a m p e r e d b y a 
m a j o r obstac le , t h a t o f b e i n g d i v i d e d : 

58 
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1. B y r e g i o n a l separat isms. 
2. B y conf l i c t b e t w e e n p o l i t i c a l par t ies . 

3. B y the class s truggle . 

* 

S e p a r a t i s m disregards o r forgets the r e a l i t y o f S p a i n , 
i g n o r i n g the fact t h a t S p a i n is , a b o v e a l l , one great 
INDIVISIBLE D E S T I N Y . 

T h e separatists c o n c e n t r a t e o n w h e t h e r t h e y speak a 
l a n g u a g e o f t h e i r o w n , w h e t h e r t h e y h a v e e t h n i c c h a r a c 
teristics o f t h e i r o w n , w h e t h e r t h e i r a r e a has a c l i m a t e o f 
its o w n o r d i s t i n c t t o p o g r a p h i c a l features. 

B u t i t m u s t be r e p e a t e d o v e r a n d over a g a i n t h a t a 
n a t i o n is n e i t h e r a l a n g u a g e , n o r a race , n o r a t e r r i t o r y . A 
n a t i o n is a n INDIVISIBLE D E S T I N Y IN U N I V E R S A L T E R M S . [ F o r 

us] T h i s i n d i v i s i b l e d e s t i n y was c a l l e d a n d is c a l l e d S p a i n . 

U n i t e d i n u n i v e r s a l terms, the peoples c o n s t i t u t i n g this 
n a t i o n h a v e a c c o m p l i s h e d t h e i r d e s t i n y u n d e r the s i g n o f 
S p a i n . 

N o t h i n g c a n j u s t i f y the b r e a k - u p o f this m a g n i f i c e n t 
w h o l e , w h i c h has c r e a t e d a w h o l e w o r l d . 

T h e p o l i t i c a l par t ies d i s r e g a r d the oneness o f S p a i n , s ince 
t h e y l o o k u p o n i t w i t h P A R T I A L I T Y . 

S o m e are o f the R I G H T . 

O t h e r s are o f the L E F T . 

T h i s a p p r o a c h to S p a i n is i n i tse l f a d i s t o r t i o n o f S p a i n ' s 
t rue n a t u r e . 

I t is l i k e l o o k i n g at S p a i n w i t h the left eye o n l y o r the 
r i g h t eye o n l y , l i k e l o o k i n g at i t A S K A N C E . 

T h i n g s b r i g h t a n d b e a u t i f u l s h o u l d n o t be l o o k e d at 
i n this w a y , b u t r a t h e r w i t h b o t h eyes, s i n c e r e l y a n d 
S T R A I G H T F O R W A R D L Y . 

N e v e r f r o m a n y partial, partisan p o i n t o f v i e w , w h i c h b y 
its n a t u r e distorts w h a t one is l o o k i n g at. 
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B u t r a t h e r f r o m a T O T A L p o i n t o f v i e w , f r o m the 
p a t r i o t i c p o i n t o f v i e w , w h i c h , w h e n w e gaze at the 
f a t h e r l a n d as a w h o l e , w i l l c o r r e c t o u r defect ive v i s i o n . 

* 
T h e class struggle d isregards the u n i t y o f the f a t h e r l a n d 
because i t destroys the i n t e g r i t y o f the c o n c e p t o f national 
production. 

I n a state o f strife the e m p l o y e r s are d e t e r m i n e d to e a r n 
m o r e . 

T h e w o r k e r s , l i k e w i s e . 
A n d , a l t e r n a t e l y , t h e y t y r a n n i z e e a c h o t h e r . 
I n p e r i o d s o f u n e m p l o y m e n t the e m p l o y e r s e x p l o i t the 

w o r k e r s . 
I n p e r i o d s o f l a b o u r shortage, o r w h e n w o r k i n g - c l a s s 

o r g a n i z a t i o n s are p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r o n g , the w o r k e r s e x p l o i t 
the e m p l o y e r s . 

N e i t h e r the w o r k e r s n o r the e m p l o y e r s are a w a r e o f this 
t r u t h , t h a t t h e y are a l l engaged together i n the o v e r a l l task 
o f N A T I O N A L P R O D U C T I O N . Heedless o f n a t i o n a l p r o d u c t i o n , 
e a c h t h i n k i n g o n l y i n terms o f the interests a n d a m b i t i o n s 
o f t h e i r o w n class, e m p l o y e r s a n d w o r k e r s a l i k e e n d u p 
d e s t r o y i n g a n d r u i n i n g themselves. 

I I I . T H E F I R S T S T E P T O W A R D S A R E M E D Y 

I f w e o w e the conf l i c t a n d the decadence to the fact t h a t 
w e h a v e lost s ight o f S p a i n ' s i m m u t a b l e n a t u r e , the r e m e d y 
m u s t l i e i n r e v i v i n g this c o n c e p t . W e m u s t t h i n k once m o r e 
o f S p a i n as a r e a l i t y i n its o w n r i g h t . 

S u p e r i o r to the differences b e t w e e n the peoples . 
A n d to the conf l i c t between the part ies . 
A n d to the class struggle . 
W h o e v e r does n o t lose s ight o f this assert ion o f S p a i n ' s 

s u p e r i o r r e a l i t y w i l l see a l l p o l i t i c a l p r o b l e m s w i t h the 
u t m o s t c l a r i t y . 
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I V . T H E S T A T E 

S o m e p e o p l e t h i n k o f the state as n o m o r e t h a n a keeper o f 
the peace, as a m e r e spectator o f the n a t i o n a l scene, t a k i n g 
a n a c t i v e p a r t o n l y w h e n there are d isorders , b u t n o t 
i m b u e d w i t h a firm b e l i e f i n a n y p a r t i c u l a r i d e a . 

O t h e r s h o p e to g a i n c o n t r o l o f the state so as to use i t , 
o p p r e s s i v e l y e v e n , as a t o o l o f t h e i r g r o u p ' s o r t h e i r class's 
vested interests. 

T h e S p a n i s h F a l a n g e w a n t s to see n e i t h e r the one n o r 
the o t h e r : n e i t h e r the i n d i f f e r e n t state, the m e r e p o l i c e 
m a n , n o r the state at the service o f a n y class o r g r o u p . 

T h e F a l a n g e wants a state t h a t bel ieves i n the s u p e r i o r 
r e a l i t y a n d m i s s i o n o f S p a i n . 

A state w h i c h w i l l , for the sake o f this i d e a , assign to e a c h 
m a n , to e a c h class a n d to e a c h g r o u p t h e i r tasks, t h e i r 
r ights a n d t h e i r sacrifices. 

A state for A L L , w h i c h m e a n s t h a t i t w i l l be m o v e d 
e x c l u s i v e l y b y the t h o u g h t o f this i d e a o f S p a i n ' s p e r m a 
n e n c e , a n d never b y a l l e g i a n c e to a n y one class o r p a r t y . 

V . T H E S U P P R E S S I O N O F P O L I T I C A L P A R T I E S 

I n o r d e r to p r e v e n t the state f r o m ever b e i n g a p a r t y , i t is 
essential to p u t a stop to p o l i t i c a l par t ies . 

P o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s are the result o f a w r o n g p o l i t i c a l 
system, the p a r l i a m e n t a r y system. 

I n the C o r t e s , a s m a l l n u m b e r o f m e n c l a i m to represent 
those w h o elect t h e m . B u t the b u l k o f the e lectorate has 
n o t h i n g i n c o m m o n w i t h those w h o h a v e b e e n e l e c t e d : 
they b e l o n g n e i t h e r to the same f a m i l y , n o r to the same 
m u n i c i p a l i t y , n o r to the same t r a d e . 

S o m e scraps o f p a p e r cast every t w o o r three years i n t o 
a b a l l o t - b o x are the o n l y l i n k b e t w e e n the p e o p l e a n d 
those w h o c l a i m to represent the p e o p l e . 

* 
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F o r this e l e c t o r a l m a c h i n e r y to f u n c t i o n , the l i fe o f the 
p e o p l e has to be g r i p p e d b y fever ish a g i t a t i o n every t w o 
o r three years . 

T h e c a n d i d a t e s b e l l o w , i n s u l t e a c h o t h e r a n d p r o m i s e 
the i m p o s s i b l e . 

B a n d s o f supporters are r o u s e d to a f e v e r - p i t c h o f 
pass ion, t a k i n g e a c h o t h e r to task a n d even m u r d e r i n g 
e a c h other . 

T h o s e days see i n c i t e m e n t to the m o s t b i t t e r h a t r e d s . 
R e s e n t m e n t s are b o r n w h i c h m a y last for ever a n d m a k e 
l i fe i m p o s s i b l e i n t o w n s a n d v i l lages . 

B u t w h a t d o the successful c a n d i d a t e s c a r e a b o u t t h a t ? 
T h e y go to the c a p i t a l to s h o w off, to a p p e a r i n the 
newspapers a n d to s p e n d t h e i r t i m e a r g u i n g a b o u t 
c o m p l i c a t e d matters , w h i c h the v i l lages c a n n o t u n d e r s t a n d . 

* 
W h a t n e e d h a v e the p e o p l e o f these p o l i t i c a l i n t e r m e d i 
aries ? W h y m u s t every m a n j o i n a p o l i t i c a l p a r t y o r v o t e 
for the c a n d i d a t e s o f a p o l i t i c a l p a r t y i n o r d e r to p a r t i c i 
pate i n the p o l i t i c a l l i fe o f his c o u n t r y ? 

W e are a l l b o r n p a r t o f a F A M I L Y . 

W e a l l l i v e i n a M U N I C I P A L I T Y . 

W e a l l h a v e a T R A D E o r a PROFESSION. 

B u t n o one is b o r n i n t o a p o l i t i c a l p a r t y o r l ives w i t h i n i t 
n a t u r a l l y . 

A p o l i t i c a l p a r t y is s o m e t h i n g A R T I F I C I A L w h i c h 
connects us w i t h p e o p l e i n o t h e r m u n i c i p a l i t i e s a n d o t h e r 
trades, w i t h w h o m w e h a v e n o t h i n g i n c o m m o n , w h i l e 
s e p a r a t i n g us f r o m o u r n e i g h b o u r s a n d o u r w o r k m a t e s , 
w h o are the ones w e r e a l l y l i v e w i t h . 

A g e n u i n e state, l i k e the o n e the S p a n i s h F a l a n g e w a n t s 
to see, w i l l n o t be b u i l t u p o n the fa l sehood o f p o l i t i c a l 
part ies o r u p o n the C o r t e s t h e y beget. 

I t w i l l be b u i l t u p o n the a u t h e n t i c real i t ies o f l i f e : 
T h e f a m i l y . 



B A S I C P O I N T S 63 

T h e municipality. 
T h e gui ld or trade union. 
Thus the new state w i l l have to recognize the integrity 

of the family as a social unit ; the autonomy of the munici
pality as a territorial unit ; and the trade union, the guild, 
the corporation, as the authentic foundations of the whole 
organization of the state. 

V I . O N O V E R C O M I N G T H E G L A S S S T R U G G L E 

T h e new state w i l l not be cruelly uninvolved i n men's 
struggle for survival. 

It w i l l not leave it up to each class to find ways of throw
ing off" the other's yoke or of tyrannizing the other. 

T h e new state, being everyone's, and totalitarian, w i l l 
consider the goals of each component group its own, and 
w i l l look after the interests of a l l as after its own. 

Wealth should be devoted first of a l l to an improvement 
i n the standard of l iv ing of the majority; it is wrong to 
sacrifice the majority to the enjoyment of the few. 

W o r k is the best foundation of civic dignity. Nothing 
can be more deserving of the state's attention than the 
dignity and welfare of the workers. 

Thus it w i l l be the foremost duty of the state, regardless 
of the cost, to provide each man with employment which 
w i l l guarantee h i m not just a bare l iv ing, but a dignified 
and fitting existence. 

T h e state w i l l not do this i n a spirit of charity, but as the 
fulfilment of a duty. 

As a result, neither capital gains — which these days are 
sometimes exorbitant — nor the work-load w i l l be condi
tioned by class interest or by the power of the class which 
at any one time is predominant, but rather by the common 
interest of national production and by the power of the 
state. 
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The classes w i l l have no need to organize on a war 
footing i n self-defence, because they can feel sure that the 
state w i l l look unhesitatingly after al l their fair and 
proper interests. 

But everyone w i l l indeed have to be organized on a 
peace footing, i n trade unions and guilds, since the trade 
unions and the guilds, which are nowadays kept at a dis
tance from public life by the artificial interposition of the 
Cortes and the polit ical parties, w i l l become direct 
agencies of the state. 

* 
T o sum u p : 

U n d e r present conditions of strife the classes are thought 
of as forming two separate bands, with different and 
conflicting interests. 

T h e new point of view w i l l be that a l l those who 
contribute to production w i l l have a stake i n one and the 
same great common undertaking. 

V I I . T H E I N D I V I D U A L 

T h e Spanish Falange thinks of m a n as the combination 
of a body and a soul ; that is to say, as being capable of 
eternal life since he is the embodiment of eternal values. 

Thus we have the greatest respect for human dignity, 
for man's integrity and freedom. 

But this profound freedom does not permit anyone to 
undermine the foundations of publ ic life. 

It is inadmissible that an entire people be subjected 
to the daring or extravagant experiments of anyone who 
comes along. 

Genuine freedom for a l l can only be achieved by those 
who belong to a strong and free nation. 

N o one shall be allowed the freedom to perturb, 
poison or inflame people's passions, or to undermine the 
foundations of the whole of a lasting political system. 
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Those foundations are: A U T H O R I T Y , H I E R A R C H Y A N D 

O R D E R . 

* 
W h i l e the physical integrity of the individual is at a l l 
times sacred, this is not i n itself enough to give h i m access 
to the nation's public life. 

T h e individual's polit ical identity can only be justified i n 
so far as he plays a functional part i n the life of the nation. 

O n l y invalids w i l l be exempted from this duty. 
T h e parasites, though, the idlers, those who expect to 

live like guests at the expense of other people's efforts, w i l l 
not be treated considerately by the new state. 

V I I I . T H E S P I R I T U A L A S P E C T 

T h e Spanish Falange cannot think of life as being no more 
than the interaction of economic factors. It refuses to 
accept the materialistic interpretation of history. 

T h e spiritual aspect is and always has been the main
spring of the lives of men and of nations. 

* 
Rel ig ion is the predominant element of a l l things spiritual. 

N o man can help asking himself the eternal questions 
about life and death, about creation and the wor ld beyond. 

These questions cannot be answered evasively; they 
must be answered positively or negatively. 

Spain has always given the positive answer of the 
Catholic faith. 

N o t only is the Catholic interpretation of life the true 
one; it is besides, historically, Spanish. 

Thanks to her sense of C A T H O L I C I S M , of U N I V E R S A L I S M , 

Spain won unknown continents from the sea and bar
barism. She won them so that she might integrate their 
inhabitants into a universal design of salvation. 
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Thus any reconstruction of Spain must have a Cathol ic 
meaning. 

This does not mean that persecutions of those who are 
not Catholics w i l l start up again. T h e days of religious 
persecution are past. 

Neither does it mean that the state w i l l directly take on 
religious functions which are the Church's business. 

Even less does it mean that the state would tolerate any 
interference or stratagems on the part of the C h u r c h which 
might jeopardize the dignity of the state or the national 
integrity. 

It does mean that the new state w i l l draw its inspiration 
from the spirit of the Catholic religion, which is traditional 
i n Spain, and w i l l make sure by means of a concordat 
with the Church that it w i l l enjoy a l l the care and 
protection due to it . 

I X . B E H A V I O U R 

This is what the Spanish Falange hopes to achieve. 
A n d i n order to reach its goal, it summons to a crusade 

every Spaniard who wants to see a rebirth of a Spain that 
is great, free, just and authentic. 

Those who j o i n this crusade must have readied their 
spirit for service and sacrifice. 

T h e y must think of their life as membership of a m i l i t i a : 
they must be prepared for discipline and danger, they must 
be selfless and forswear a l l vanity, envy, sloth and 
malicious gossip. 

A n d at the same time they must serve this spirit 
cheerfully and sportingly. 

Violence can be permissible when it is used for an ideal 
that can justify its use. 

W e shall resort to violence i n defence of what is right 
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and what is just and to defend our fatherland against any 
violent or insidious attack. 

But the Spanish Falange w i l l never use violence as a 
tool of oppression. 

Those who predict, for instance to the workers, the 
advent of a fascist tyranny are lying. 

A t a l l times the F A S C E S or F A L A N G E stands for unity, 
vigorous and fraternal co-operation, love. 

T h e Spanish Falange, aflame wi th love, secure i n its 
faith, w i l l conquer Spain for Spain to the sound of 
mil i tary music. 



A D D R E S S I N G T H E C O R T E S : 

O N T H E T O T A L I T A R I A N S T A T E 

December igth, 1933 

Please allow me, Senores Diputados — and may these first 
words of mine serve as an apology and as a greeting — 
allow me to j o i n i n a discussion, i n which I had no 
intention of intervening today, i n order to rectify, under 
the same conditions of publicity as those enjoyed previously 
by the ever appropriate and astute words of Sefior G i l 
Robles, what might seem an ideological indictment of the 
youth he mentioned, whereof I may perhaps c la im to be 
a part. 

Sefior G i l Robles has said that a right-wing dictatorship 
is a bad solution and that a left-wing dictatorship is a bad 
solution. W e l l then, it so happens that the members of this 
youth to which I belong feel that not only dictatorships 
of the Right and the Left are bad, but that it is bad even 
to harbour right-wing or left-wing polit ical attitudes. 
Sefior G i l Robles considers that to aspire to an integral, 
totalitarian and authoritarian state is to deify the state; 
let me say to Sefior G i l Robles that the deification of the 
state is the exact opposite of what we want. 

I n our opinion, the conduct of the state, l ike that of any 
indiv idual or class, cannot be fully justified at a l l times 
unless it adjusts itself constantly to some permanent 
norm. I f anything deifies the state, it is Rousseau's idea 
that the state, or the custodians of the w i l l to which the 
state is bound, must always be right; what deifies the state 
is the belief that the w i l l of the state, as expressed once 
upon a time by absolute monarchs, and nowadays by 
popular suffrage, must always be right. Absolute monarchs 
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could be mistaken; popular suffrage can be mistaken; for 
truth and justice can never be expressed or professed i n 
terms of vol i t ion. Justice and truth are permanent 
categories of reason, and i n order to know whether some
thing is right, it is not enough to ask the king — whose w i l l 
the adherents of absolute monarchy held to be always 
just; neither is it enough to ask the people — whose w i l l 
the 'Rousseaunians' hold to be always correct. I n order 
to know whether something is right, we must at every 
moment weigh up whether our actions and our thoughts 
correspond to a permanent aspiration. {Hear! Hear!) 

T h a t is why the deification of the state is the opposite of 
what we want. W e want the state to be ever an instrument 
i n the service of a historic destiny, i n the service of a 
historic mission of unity; we consider the state to be i n 
good shape when it has faith i n such a total historic 
destiny, when it looks upon the people as an integrality 
of aspirations, and that is why we do not favour either a 
left-wing or a right-wing dictatorship, or even the Right 
or the Left as such. F o r we understand the people to be 
precisely that: an integrality of destiny, of effort, of 
sacrifice and struggle, which we must look upon as a 
whole, which progresses through history as a whole, and 
which we must serve as a whole. {Hear! Hear!) 



M A N I S T H E S Y S T E M 

Introduction to the Spanish edition of Mussolini's La Dottrina 
delfascismo, first published as the entry on Fascism in the 
Enciclopedia italiam, Rome, 1932. 

O N E O C T O B E R A F T E R N O O N ... 

M a n is the system; and this is one of the profound human 
truths which fascism has brought to light again. T h e entire 
nineteenth century was spent devising machineries of good 
government. One might just as well seek to discover a 
machine for thinking or for loving. N o machine has ever 
managed to produce anything authentic, eternal and 
exacting such as government; it has always been necessary 
i n the long run to turn to what has, from the beginning of 
time, been the only apparatus capable of governing men, 
namely man himself. T h a t is to say: the leader; the hero. 

T h e opponents of fascism mistake this truth and use it 
as an aggressive debating point. 'Yes,' they admit. ' I taly 
has derived benefit from fascism; but what happens when 
Mussol ini dies?' They think that they are thus dealing 
the system a crushing blow, as though any system could 
possibly be guaranteed to exist for ever. It is very l ikely 
that momentary unease w i l l befall Italy when Mussol ini 
dies; but it w i l l only last a moment; i n due course, with 
more or less travail , the system w i l l bring forth a new 
leader. A n d this leader w i l l i n turn embody the system for 
many years. A n d he (the duce, the guide) w i l l keep faith 
with his people i n man-to-man communion, that basic, 
human and eternal way of communicating which has left 
its mark on a l l the paths of history. 

I have seen Mussol ini close to, one afternoon i n October 
1933, at the Palazzo Venezia i n Rome. T h a t meeting did 
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more to make me understand Ital ian fascism than reading 
a great many books. 

It was half past six i n the evening. There was not the 
slightest bustle i n the Palazzo Venezia. A t the entrance 
there were two mil i t iamen and a placid doorman. It 
seemed easier to get into the palace where Mussol ini works 
than to gain access to any provincial government bui lding 
[in Spain]. As soon as I had shown the doorman the 
notification of my appointment, I was taken up wide and 
silent stairs to the ante-room to Mussolini's office. Three 
or four minutes later the door opened. Mussol ini works i n 
a huge drawing-room, a l l of marble, wi th hardly any 
furniture i n it. There he was, behind his desk i n the far 
corner opposite the door. One saw h i m from a distance, 
alone i n the vastness of the room. W i t h a R o m a n salute 
and a candid smile, he asked me to approach. I walked 
towards h i m for I don't know how long. A n d once we 
were both seated the Duce began his conversation with me. 

I had seen h i m before, years ago, at a formal audience, 
when I was received together with a number of students 
of M a d r i d University. Besides, like everyone i n the world, 
I knew h i m from photographs, which almost invariably 
depict h i m i n a mil i tary pose, saluting or haranguing. 
But the Duce of the Palazzo Venezia was quite different, 
with strands of silver i n his hair, with a subtle air of 
weariness, with his c ivi l ian clothes neat and yet casual. 
H e was not the leader of the public speeches, but a man 
of wonderful serenity. H e spoke slowly, wi th every 
syllable pronounced distinctly. H e had to give some 
instructions on the telephone and he d i d so as calmly 
as can be, his voice anything but authoritarian. A t times, 
when something I said surprised h i m , he would throw back 
his head and open his eyes exceedingly wide, so that his 
dark pupils would for a second be surrounded by white. 
A t other times he would smile calmly. T h e way he 
listened was remarkable. 
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W e talked for about half an hour. T h e n he accompanied 
me to the door, across the enormous room. H e is not very 
t a l l ; he no longer has, supposing he ever had it, the upright 
stance of a mi l i t ia chief; i n fact, his back is beginning to be 
slightly bent. W h e n the two of us reached the door, he 
said to me wi th paternal calm, without the slightest 
emphasis: 

T wish you the very best, for yourself and for Spain. ' 
T h e n he returned to his desk, slowly, to resume his 

work i n silence. It was seven o'clock i n the evening. W i t h 
the day's labour done, Rome was streaming through the 
streets i n the w a r m evening air. T h e Corso was alive with 
movement and chatter, like our Calle A l c a l a at about the 
same time of day. People were going into cafes and cine
mas. It seemed as though only the Duce was stil l at work 
by the light of his lamp, i n a corner of a huge empty room, 
watching over Italy, to whose breathing he listened from 
there as to that of a small daughter. 

W h a t k i n d of a government apparatus, what system of 
weights and scales, councils and assemblies, can possibly 
replace that image of the hero become father, watching 
beside a perpetually gl immering lamp over the toi l and 
slumber of his people? 

J O S E A N T O N I O P R I M O D E R I V E R A 



A D D R E S S I N G T H E C O R T E S : 

O N C A T A L O N I A 

January 4th, 1934 

For the very reason that I am not a member of any 
minority faction, I believe that I can more freely than 
anyone lay c la im on my own behalf, and I venture to 
think on behalf of a l l , to what is held i n trust: namely, the 
fact that when we speak the name of Spain — and 
remember that I have not jo ined i n any battle-cry — we 
are moved by something far loftier than the wish to offend 
any government and far loftier than the wish to offend a 
land so noble, so great, so illustrious and so beloved as the 
land of Catalonia. Supposing that offence was given, I 
would like the President and the House to set apart those 
of us who i n the present circumstances are thinking, as 
always and without any mental reservations, of Spain and 
nothing but Spain; because Spain is more than a constitu
tional entity; because Spain is more than a historical 
circumstance; because Spain can never be i n opposition 
to the sum of her lands and each one of her lands. 

I am glad that the problem of Catalonia has obliquely 
arisen i n the midst of a l l this disorder, so that not another 
day may go by before I make it clear that anyone who 
agrees with me inside the House or outside the House 
must feel that Catalonia, the land of Catalonia, should 
be treated henceforth and always wi th the love, con
sideration and understanding we have not seen hitherto 
i n any debate. For whenever the problem of Spain's 
unity has been brought out at different times inside and 
outside this House, the noble defence of Spain's unity has 
been adulterated by a series of petty affronts to Catalonia, 
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a series of minor exasperations, which amount to nothing 
other than a separatism promoted from this side of the 
Ebro. 

W e love Catalonia because it is Spanish, and because we 
love Catalonia we want to see it become ever more 
Spanish, like the Basque country, l ike a l l the other 
regions; quite simply, because we feel that a nation is more 
than just the magnetism of the land where we were born, 
more than the direct and sentimental emotion we al l feel 
i n the vicinity of our home ground, because we feel that a 
nation is unity in universal terms, the level a people attains 
when it fulfils its universal destiny i n history. F o r this 
reason, because Spain fulfilled her universal destiny when 
a l l her peoples were one, because Spain was an outward-
looking nation, which is the way to be really a nation, 
when the Basque admirals roamed the seas of the wor ld 
i n the ships of Castile, when the admirable Catalans con
quered the Mediterranean i n the ships of Aragon — 
because that is the way we see it , we want a l l the peoples 
of Spain to feel not only that basic patriotism aroused i n 
us by the land, but the patriotism of a great mission, the 
patriotism of transcendence, the patriotism of a Spain that 
is truly great. 

I assure the President and the House that I believe us a l l 
to be thinking only of Spain's greatness when on certain 
commemorative occasions we hai l Spain or express a 
longing for what is not. I f anyone had shouted, D o w n 
with Catalonia, this would not only have been tre
mendously improper, it would also have been a crime 
against Spain, and such a person would not ever be 
worthy of sitting amongst Spaniards. A l l those imbued 
with a feeling for Spain say. L o n g live Catalonia and long 
live a l l the lands involved as brothers i n the admirable, 
indestructible and glorious mission, handed down to us 
through many centuries of effort, that bears the name of 
Spain. {Applause.) 



T H E F L A G E O L E T A N D T H E 

L Y R E 

From F.E., No. 2, January n t h , 1934 

H o w much it a l l means to us! N o tune seems to us so 
exquisite as that of our home; no meadow more tender; 
no music comparable to that of its brooks. But ... is there 
not some poisonous sensuality i n this p u l l of the land? 
There is something physically, organically, fluid about it , 
something almost plant-like, as though the land held us 
captive by subtle roots. It is the k i n d of love which tempts 
us to let ourselves go, to grow soft, to weep; which 
dissolves into melancholy at the mournful sound of the 
flageolet. It is a love which seeks shelter and withdraws 
ever more into ever closer int imacy; from the region to the 
valley where we were born; from the valley to the pool 
which reflects the image of the ancestral house; from the 
pool to the house itself, and, within the house, to the 
corner which holds our memories. 

A l l this is sweet indeed, l ike some sweet wine. But, like 
the wine, this sweetness harbours intoxication or indolence. 

C a n this k i n d of loving be called patriotism ? I f patriot
ism were affective tenderness, it would not be the highest 
form of human love. M e n would be less patriotic than 
plants, which cl ing more closely to the land. W e cannot 
give the name of patriotism to the first thing we happen 
to find i n our hearts, this saturation wi th tellurism. I n 
order to be the highest form of love, patriotism must be 
altogether at the other extreme: supremely difficult; 
supremely cleansed of a l l earthly bargains; supremely 
sharply defined; supremely immutable. That is to say, it 
must be anchored, not i n the heart, but i n the m i n d . 
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Let U S by a l l means drink the sweet wine of the flageolet, 
but without yielding to it our secrets. A l l that is sensual is 
soon over. Thousands and thousands of springtimes have 
faded, and still two and two are four, as from the beginning 
of time. Let us not plant our true loves i n the meadows 
which have seen so many springtimes fade; let us cast 
them wide, like lines without weight or volume, towards 
the eternal sphere where the numbers sing their song of 
precision. 

T h e measured song of the lyre, so r ich i n its design 
because it is well-versed i n numbers. 

Thus, let us not think of the fatherland i n terms of the 
brook and the meadow, the song and the flageolet; let us 
see it i n terms of a 'destiny' and a 'design'. T h e father
land is the culmination, i n this world, of a great collective 
undertaking. Without this undertaking there cannot be a 
fatherland; without faith i n a common destiny, everything 
dissolves into birth-places, local flavour and colour. T h e n 
the lyre is stil l and the flageolet resounds. There is no 
longer any reason — except, for instance, those of a 
secondary, economic nature — why each valley should 
remain l inked to its neighbour. T h a t is when the imperial 
numbers, those of geometry and architecture, lose their 
voice, giving way to the strident cal l of the spirits of 
disintegration, which hide beneath the toadstools of every 
village. 



S P E E C H A T T H E F U N E R A L O F 

M A T I A S M O N T E R O 

February loth, 1934 

From La Nacidn, February loth, 1934, and F.E., No. 7, 
February 22nd, 1934 

Before us i n the grave lies one of our best comrades. H e 
gives us the magnificent example of his silence. F r o m the 
comfort of their homes others w i l l advise you to be more 
spirited, more belligerent, more ruthless i n reprisal. It is 
easy to give advice. But Matfas Montero neither spoke nor 
advised: he simply went out to do his duty, even though 
he knew that death was probably awaiting h i m i n the 
street. H e knew that because he had been warned. Shortly 
before he died, he said, " I know that I a m threatened 
with death, but I don't care i f it is for the good of Spain 
and of the cause." N o t much time went by before a bullet 
hit h i m squarely i n the heart, a heart imbued with the 
purity of his love for Spain and his love for the Falange. 

Comrade Matfas Montero Rodriguez! T h a n k you for 
your example. 

M a y G o d give you H i s eternal rest and may H e deny 
us any rest unt i l we have gathered for Spain the harvest 
which your death has sown. 

For the very last t ime: Matias Montero Rodriguez. 
( A l l reply: 'Presenter) 
Viva Espanaf 
( A l l reply: 'Viva!') 
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A N T O N I O T O T H E N E W S P A P E R 

AHORA 

From Ahora, February i6th, 1934 

Q U E S T I O N : Is there a real danger of subversion i n Spain ? 
A N S W E R : I think there is (replied Josd Antonio) . There is a 
real danger of revolution, which must be countered on two 
flanks: on the one hand, the state must prepare physically 
to defend itself; on the other, it is necessary to go really to 
the roots of the social problem i n order to solve i t . It is 
impossible to disregard or falsify this social problem, and 
yet there is a tendency to do both. Outside the Socialist 
Party, the present trends are to ignore or falsify reality. 
T h e one group hopes to go on l iv ing peaceably i n a 
bourgeois republic, as though we were not plagued by any 
such social problem, while the other tries to pretend it is 
tackling the social question by making a series of conces
sions, as though there were some point to the method of 
filing away at the claws of the revolution. T h e only thing 
to do is to get the people interested i n one and the same 
campaign of improvement, not to have one class tossing 
bits of meat to another i n the hope of appeasing its 
irr i tabi l i ty and hunger. T h e question has to be tackled i n 
depth and with complete sincerity, so that the working 
class too can participate i n the global efforts of the state. 
W h a t one cannot do is to keep the working class away from 
power. T h a t is a crucial fact. Its struggles have earned the 
working class a place at the centre of power and to banish 
it anew to a place beyond the gates of government is quite 
out of the question. 

T h e only solution is for these working-class forces to 
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shed their international or extra-national orientation and 
become a national force which identifies with the nation's 
destinies. 
Q,: D o you believe that such a transformation of the social
ists is possible ? 
A : I believe it is and that wi thin every Spanish socialist 
that you scratch a little there is a Spaniard, who would 
therefore retain but the best part of a socialist, namely the 
urge to improve the lot of the workers and the w i l l to see 
social justice done. I f our socialists were of the Germanic 
species, that is to say, laboratory Marxists, things would be 
far more difficult; but I do believe that there is a Spaniard 
inside every Spanish socialist, which makes a l l the difference. 
Q,: It does not look as though Spanish working-class 
thinking would be easily persuaded to change its ideals i n 
this way. 
A : It would probably not be easy, and that only makes the 
task a l l the more attractive. But eventually they w i l l 
understand. A l l the tactics employed against our move
ment consist of distortion. N o one fights it head-on. N o t a 
single anti-fascist newspaper has the fairness to fight 
fascism head-on; they a l l distort it , c laiming that it is a 
movement for oppressing the workers! A n y halfway 
educated person knows that it is not so, but rather the 
exact opposite. 

W h e n the proletarian masses are brandishing the threat 
of subversion, there can be only one of the following 
solutions: either to surrender power to them or to come to 
some arrangement with them, or else to transform them 
into a different k i n d of force. T h e first two solutions are for 
governments to work out. They are no concern of ours, 
since we are not i n power. T h e third is the solution we 
would like to see, and we expect to achieve it by means of 
propaganda and the spiritual permeation of the multitude. 
Q,: D o you not believe i n the effectiveness of an inter
mediate solution ? 
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A : T h a t is what the populist parties have been aiming for. 
But the same thing happens to a l l populist parties as to 
sterilized milk , from which a l l the vitamins have been 
eliminated along with the germs. They embody none of 
the dangers which the fascist experiment may hold, but 
neither do they have our spiritual force or that of the 
socialists. 
Q_: None the less, everything seems to indicate that should 
the socialists, taking a leaf out of Italy and Germany's 
book, attempt to seize power, the fight against revolution 
would have to be waged by precisely such forces, by the 
populists, which means Popular A c t i o n . 
A : Unless it is done by the c iv i l guard and the assault 
guard. 
Q,: D o you not believe i n the effectiveness of a citizens' 
organization like Popular A c t i o n ? 
A : N o , I do not; firstly, because it seems to me that they 
have no effective elements at their disposal, and, secondly, 
because there are fewer people prepared to risk their lives 
than one would think. N o one ever risks his life except for 
some strongly spiritual reason. T h e conservative militias 
are non-existent i n this sphere of a life-or-death struggle, 
because when it comes to defending material possessions, 
life is always worth more than that. 
Q_: I f i n these circumstances the socialists should strike 
before any fascist organization has had time to establish 
itself, would they not have a good chance of success? 
A : I don't know. A t present, apart from ourselves, the only 
strong civi l ian organization is obviously that of the 
socialists. 
Q_: Is there some common denominator which holds a l l 
the forces of the Right together ? 
A : I cannot see that there is such a common denominator. 
A n d I a m not incl ined to look for one. A l l alliances are 
based on what is least meaningful. A n y alignment is the 
result of a deal i n which each participant abandons the 
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most vigorous features i n order to agree on the very 
blandest aspects. I do not think that a threat of revolution 
can be met by employing the weapon of a basic instinct 
of self-defence, but only by another revolutionary vision, 
another fervour of the same poetic force, and this fervour, 
which we are now endowed wi th , does not i n m y opinion 
owe anything to current Spanish politics. There is one 
group, that of the Traditionalists, which has a truly 
Spanish, positive vitality and a genuine combative 
tradit ion; but on the other hand it lacks a certain sensi
tivity and modern technical competence, apart from most 
probably being i l l-equipped to cope with the social 
question. Its vision of social matters is not of our time, 
even though it has a good relationship of long standing 
with the guilds. I believe, therefore, that this group would 
not be strong enough to halt a revolution, i n spite of being 
the most spirited right-wing force. 

Qj C o u l d this combative spirit of yours or of the T r a d i 
tionalists be related i n some way to co-operation with the 
government at the present time ? 
A : I know nothing about what might be the relations 
between the government and the other groups or Popular 
A c t i o n . There are none between the government and 
ourselves. 
Q,: A n d i n future ? 
A : I believe that our future is not l ikely to be born of any 
contact with the groups already i n existence, and that 
these groups are bound to be deserted by their young 
people, who w i l l come to us. T h e role which G i l Robles 
w i l l have to play w i l l be that of proceeding against the 
revolution with the instruments of power he holds. Thanks 
to the parliamentary and electoral strength which has 
given h i m a larger group than any other i n the House, he 
w i l l become Prime Minister or Minister of the Interior 
and he w i l l then put down the revolution, but not with 
the effectiveness born of one spirit's victory over another; 
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merely with the thrust of a technically superior fighting 
force. Against the onslaught of the revolutionaries armed 
with rifles he can pit machine-guns and tanks. But this w i l l 
not be a clash of two revolutionary trends; it w i l l be a clash 
of one polit ical trend against an arsenal, against sheer 
mil i tary technique. W h i c h is why I think that it w i l l i n no 
way affect the chances of a future Spanish revolution. 
Q_: D o you mean by that, that you w i l l merely have to 
wait for G i l Robles and his movement to carry out their 
task and become irrelevant ? 
A : But one can be waiting asleep or awake. W e are 
wait ing wide awake. 
Q_: There is a fairly widespread belief that fascism cannot 
possibly take root i n Spain. W h a t do you reply to that? 
A : I believe that it w i l l take root. Spain has done things 
requiring an amazing degree of discipline. W h a t happens 
is that we are faced with this necessity after a century of 
decadence. Just now, our virtues of discipline and organi
zation may be very much debilitated, but there is no 
reason why we should be incapable of finding some way of 
arousing them from their slumber. Fascism is a universal 
attitude of self-recovery. W e are told that we are imitating 
Italy. A n d so we do, to the extent that we are looking for 
our real raison d'etre within ourselves. But this attitude, 
which we may be said to have copied, though it is eternal, 
produces results of the greatest authenticity. Italy has 
found Italy. By turning inwards, we shall find Spain. 
Q :̂ Fascism is essentially nationalistic. W h a t are the roots 
of the k ind of nationalism you seek to foment ? 
A : T h e fatherland is a mission. I f we confine the idea of 
the fatherland to territorial or ethnic considerations, we 
risk getting lost i n fruitless localisms or regionalisms. T h e 
fatherland has to be a mission. It is true that there are 
no continents left to conquer, and there is no longer any 
place for illusions of conquest. But we are already witness
ing the international decline of the democratic idea as put 
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forward by the League of Nations. Once again the world is 
tending towards being governed by three or four racial 
entities. Spain can be one of these three or four. It is 
located i n a key position of the greatest geographic 
importance, and has a spiritual content entitling it to one 
of these positions of leadership. A n d that is what we can 
struggle to achieve. Not to be a m i d d l i n g country; for 
either we are a vast country fulfi l l ing a universal mission, 
or else we are a meaningless and degraded people. Spain 
must be given back the ambit ion to recover her leading 
role i n the wor ld . 
Q_: Not every citizen is capable of understanding the great 
ideals of nationalism. W h a t has fascism to offer the simple 
man i n the street? 
A : For those who are not susceptible to the great ideal of 
nationalism there is always the mainspring of the social 
ideal. Without a doubt, the most immediate content of the 
movement is its emphasis on social justice, on a better way 
of life. Fascism aspires to national greatness; but one of the 
rungs leading towards such greatness consists of material 
improvements for the people. Social aspirations are of 
interest even to simple minds; but besides, many more 
people are capable of understanding the ideal of nationa
lism than is commonly supposed. Inside every Spanish 
socialist there is a nationalist. 



A D D R E S S I N G T H E C O R T E S : 
T H E B A S Q U E S A N D S P A I N 

February 28th, 1934 

G o d keep us, gentlemen, from exacerbating yet another 
problem of nationalism. I n Catalonia we have a resentful 
separatism that is exceedingly hard to cure, and I believe 
that this separatism can be blamed partly on a certain 
inabil i ty to understand early on what Catalonia is really 
like. T h e Catalans are fundamentally a sentimental 
people, grossly misunderstood by those who ascribe 
cupidity and a purely practical outlook to their every 
attitude. T h e Catalans are a people saturated wi th poetry, 
and this poetry is to be found not only i n their typical 
forms of artistic expression, such as their ancient songs 
and the liturgy of the sardana, but also i n the most common
place aspects of their bourgeois way of life, even i n the 
hereditary life of those families of Barcelona whose small 
shops i n the ancient streets round about the Plaza R e a l 
are handed down from father to son; not only do those 
families live with a sense of poetry, they are consciously 
aware of it and perpetuate the poetic traditions, which 
are wonderfully refined, of their gui ld , their family, their 
bourgeois society. This was not appreciated i n t ime; 
Catalonia was not treated the way it should have been, 
and i f we bear that i n m i n d , we have the reason why the 
problem has continued to fester. I can see but one way out 
of this situation: through a new Spanish poetry which 
must prove capable of arousing i n the soul of Catalonia a 
real interest i n a total undertaking, from which Catalonia 
was diverted by a separatist movement that is likewise 
poetic. 
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G o d keep us, therefore, from exacerbating another 
problem of a regional nature; but i f I speak out to give 
notice that I a m on Senor Salmon's side i n this particular 
division and against the Statute,* it is because I believe 
that this problem of the Basque Statute involves something 
far more important than the question of whether or not 
the plebiscite was rigged, whether article i i applies or 
article 1 2 or some other of those articles into which a l l my 
presumption would not make me dare pursue Seiior 
Landrove through the tangled thickets of his rhetoric — 
the essential point being that the Basque Statute contains, 
quite apart from a separatist meaning that is hostile to 
Spain, a deeply anti-Basque spirit of which its very 
authors may well be unaware. 

T h e life of the Basque people, like that of every people, 
can be reduced to a tragic conflict between the spon
taneous and the historical: a conflict between things 
inborn, those things we can perceive even with our 
instincts, and the artificial and tremendously difficult 
feat of accomplishing a universal destiny i n history. A 
people does not owe its transformation into a nation to 
some features of race, language or climate; what does 
confer the rank of nationhood on a people is the fact of its 
having accomplished a universal undertaking. F o r just 
as we, i f we wish to be persons instead of mere individuals 
i n their native state, must be other, that is to say, different 
from the others and different i n relation to others, so, i n 
order to be a nation, we must be distinct i n universal 
terms. W e are a nation i n so far as we attempt and 
accomplish something which other nations do not attempt. 

N o w then: have the Basque people been a unit i n 
universal terms? Have the Basques accomplished a 
universal destiny? Quite obviously they have; the 
Basques have given the world a collection of admirals, who 

* T h e Basque Statute, introduced to give autonomy to the Basque 

provinces but not put into effect until after the beginning of the civil war. 
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would by themselves suffice to be the pride and j o y of an 
entire people; the Basques have given the wor ld a u n i 
versal genius of the stature of St Ignatius Loyola . But it so 
happened that the Basque people gave the world these 
geniuses precisely when its emblem of nationhood was 
f irmly united to Castile. [Senor Picavea: ' When it enjoyed 
greater freedom than we can ask for at present.' — SeHor 
Aguirre: 'Precisely; we shall have something to say about that 
later on.' •— Mutterings.) W h e n it was indestructibly a part 
of Spain, because Spain is an exact and irrevocable 
example of a nat ion; because Spain — which is by no 
means Castile as opposed to the Basque country, but 
rather the Basque country together with Castile and with 
a l l the other peoples that together constitute Spain — 
because Spain, I say, has indeed fulfilled a universal 
destiny and justified its existence by a destiny wi th 
universal implications, being favoured, moreover, by a 
Providence so assiduous i n allotting universal destiny that, 
when Spain managed to complete the universal under
taking of freeing herself from Islam, she found herself i n 
the very same year of 1492 with the universal task of 
discovering and conquering a new world. This is how it 
happened that the Basques outgrew their primitive fishing 
and farming existence, precisely when their destinies 
merged wi th the total destiny of Spain. 

So far, so good; but just when the Basque people, joined 
thus to Spain, had once and for a l l incorporated themselves 
into history, there appeared some self-styled tutors of the 
Basque people who decided that the Basques must 
repudiate that historical unity, repudiate that emblem 
thanks to whose magic powers they were able to enter 
history together with Spain, as an integral part of Spain, 
who wanted to separate the Basque country once more 
from Spain and to hand it back to its artless native state, to 
the tending of its lands, its customs and its music. Such an 
intention is anti-Basque, such an intention means standing 
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anew at the gates of native spontaneity and turning 
against the universal, historic, prodigious and difficult 
achievements of the Basque people's history as fused with 
the history of Spain. {Hear! Hear! Splendid!) 

This is why I believe that it is not Spain's mission i n this 
predicament to ascertain how many votes have been cast 
i n favour of the Statute; it is rather Spain's mission to 
succour the Basque people and to rescue them from their 
infatuation wi th the designs of their most worthless tutors, 
for the Basque people may have let themselves be carried 
away by nationalist propaganda; a l l the best Basque 
minds, however, a l l the Basques of universal renown, feel 
themselves to be profoundly Spanish and are deeply 
conscious of Spain's unified and universal destiny. I f 
you say it is not so, I would ask Senor Aguirre to forgive 
me for making a comparison: of the Basques who are 
members of this House, we have R a m i r o de M a e z t u with 
us; of the Basques outside the House, we have M i g u e l de 
U n a m u n o ; and like these two, a l l the best Basque minds 
are profoundly Spanish. [Senor Aguirre: ' Will the Honour
able Member allow me a small interruption? Simply to point out 
that it is the Basques of inferior mind, like ourselves, who have 
the support of the people. When gentlemen like Maeztu and 
Unamuno, for whom I have, by the way, the greatest respect, come 
to our country, our people reject them. Why is that? Because they 
have proved incapable of voicing the people's actual feelings. I 
shall be replying to the Honourable Member presently.' —• 
Mutterings.) N o , Senor Aguirre. T h e problem is that it is 
much more difficult to understand M a e z t u and U n a m u n o 
than to get excited over a football match, and while 
Senors M a e z t u and U n a m u n o are probably the very best 
Basque minds, some of the advocates of the Statute would 
make up a very creditable football team. 



P R O C L A M A T I O N O F T H E 
S P A N I S H F A L A N G E O F T H E 

J . O . N . S . 

Speech made at the Teatro Calder6n, Valladolid, 
March 4th, 1934 

This is not the place to applaud anyone or to cheer. Here 
no one is anybody, each is only a mere component, a 
soldier of this task-force set on a task which is ours and 
that of Spain. 

Let me tell anyone about to cheer yet again that I w i l l 
not thank h i m for the acclaim. W e have not come here to 
be applauded. W h a t is more, I might almost say that we 
have not come to teach you anything. W e have come here 
to learn. 

There is a great deal to be learnt from this land and this 
sky of Castile by us, who i n many cases live far removed 
from them. This land of Castile, which is the land of no 
airs or graces, the essence of land, the land which is 
neither local colour, nor the river, nor the boundary, nor 
the hillside. T h e land which is certainly not the sum of a 
number of estates, or the basis of certain landed interests 
to be haggled over i n assemblies, but which is land itself, 
land as the repository of eternal values, austerity of 
conduct, the spirit of religion i n life, speech and silence, 
the solidarity of ancestors and descendants. 

A n d above this quintessential land, the quintessential 
sky. 

T h e sky so blue, so bare of passing clouds, so utterly 
without the greenish reflections of leafy groves, so purely 
blue that one might say it was almost white. A n d so 
Castile, with the quintessential land and the quintessential 
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sky gazing at each other, has never been resigned to being 
a mere province; it could not help but aspire at a l l times 
to being an empire. Castile has never managed to under
stand what is local, it has understanding only for what is 
universal, which is why Castile denies itself the certainty 
of limits, perhaps because it is unlimited, both i n scope and 
i n stature. A n d therefore Castile, that land encrusted with 
wonderful names — Tordesillas, M e d i n a del Campo, 
M a d r i g a l de las Altas Torres — that land of the Chancery 
[i.e., the medieval Chancery], of fairs and castles, that is, 
of justice, trade and mi l i t ia , gives us an idea of what 
constituted the Spain we no longer possess, and oppresses 
our hearts with a deep sense of loss. 

For i f we have taken to the road through the towns and 
countryside of Spain, with many hardships and some 
amount of danger (though that is of no matter), i n order 
to spread abroad the good tidings, we have done so, a l l 
the comrades who have spoken before me said, because we 
are deprived of Spain. O u r Spain is split by three kinds of 
rifts: local separatisms, party conflicts and the divisions 
along class lines. 

L o c a l separatism is a sign of decay which is bound to 
spring up whenever there is a tendency to forget that the 
fatherland is not synonymous with those things immediate 
and physical that we can perceive even i n the most 
primitive state of spontaneity. T h e fatherland is not the 
taste of the water from any particular source, it is not the 
pigment of the soil of any particular grove: the fatherland 
is a historic mission, a mission of universal dimensions. 
T h e life of any and every people is a tragic struggle 
between the spontaneous and the historic. Primitive 
peoples are almost vegetally aware of the characteristics 
of the land. By the time they emerge from such a primitive 
state, peoples know that their specific nature is not 
determined by the physical features of the land they 
inhali i t , but that it is their mission in universal terms which 
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sets them apart from other peoples. As soon as a phase sets 
i n when this sense of a universal mission falls into decay, 
separatisms begin to flourish once more and once again the 
peoples turn to their soil, to their land, to their music 
and their language, endangering once again the glorious 
integrality that was Spain i n the heroic past. 

But apart from this, we are divided into pol i t ical parties. 
T h e parties are ful l of filth, but above and beneath this 
filth there exists a profound explanation of polit ical parties, 
which should suffice to make them odious. 

Pol it ical parties are born the day men lose the sense of 
there being over them a truth i n whose sign peoples and 
individuals fulfil their missions i n life. Pr ior to the birth 
of pol it ical parties, peoples and individuals knew that 
above their own reason stood the eternal truth, and, as the 
antithesis to eternal truth, the absolute lie. But there came 
a time when men were told that neither truth nor lies are 
absolute categories, that everything is debatable, that 
everything can be resolved by the vote, and that votes can 
decide whether the fatherland should continue united or 
should commit suicide, and even whether G o d does or 
does not exist. M e n split up into groups, make propaganda, 
insult each other and become restless, unt i l finally one 
Sunday they place a glass box on a table and start filling 
it up with little bits of paper on which it says whether G o d 
exists or does not exist and whether the fatherland should 
or should not commit suicide. 

A n d this brings about what culminates i n the Cortes. 
O n e of the reasons why I have come here is to breathe 

this fresh air, because my lungs are a l l too ful l of the fumes 
of the Cortes. I f you were to see, at this time of such 
troubles and anxieties, i f you, who live i n the country, 
who t i l l the fields, were to see what goes on i n there! I f you 
could see the coteries gathered i n those corridors flocking 
to hear the hoariest and most hackneyed jokes! I f you 
could have observed how the other day, during a debate 
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o n w h e t h e r yet a n o t h e r shce o f S p a i n s h o u l d be a m p u t a t e d , 
a l l t h a t c o u l d be h e a r d w e r e speeches h a r p i n g w i t h 
p e t t i f o g g i n g r h e t o r i c o n a r t i c l e s u c h - a n d - s u c h o f t h e 
c o n s t i t u t i o n , o n w h e t h e r this p e r c e n t a g e o r t h a t o f the 
p o p u l a r vote was r e q u i r e d to a u t h o r i z e the a m p u t a t i o n ! 
A n d i f y o u h a d b e e n there w h e n a B a s q u e , e v e r y i n c h a 
S p a n i a r d a n d every i n c h a B a s q u e , l i s t e d the d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
S p a n i a r d s o f his h o m e l a n d , a n d seen h o w a f e l l o w s i t t i n g 
o n those benches , w h i c h s u p p o r t the g o v e r n m e n t o f Sef ior 
L e r r o u x , t o o k the l i b e r t y o f t r e a t i n g the m a t t e r as a j o k e 
a n d o f m o c k i n g l y a d d i n g the n a m e o f U z c u d u n to those o f 
L o y o l a a n d E l c a n o ! 

A n d as t h o u g h this w e r e n o t e n o u g h , to the c e n t u r y 
w h i c h has g i v e n us l i b e r a l i s m a n d w i t h i t the p a r l i a 
m e n t a r y part ies , w e o w e the l e g a c y o f the class s truggle . 
F o r e c o n o m i c l i b e r a l i s m m a i n t a i n e d t h a t a l l m e n w e r e a b l e 
to w o r k as t h e y w i s h e d — s l a v e r y was a t h i n g o f the p a s t ; 
q u i t e so, the w o r k e r s r e c e i v e d n o b l o w s ; b u t s ince the 
w o r k e r s h a d n o t h i n g to eat b u t w h a t t h e y w e r e g i v e n , 
s ince the w o r k e r s w e r e helpless a n d w i t h n o defence 
aga inst the p o w e r o f c a p i t a l i s m , c a p i t a l i s m l a i d d o w n the 
c o n d i t i o n s a n d the w o r k e r s h a d to a c c e p t these c o n d i t i o n s 
o r be res igned to d y i n g o f h u n g e r . A n d so, w h i l e p e n n i n g 
s p l e n d i d B i l l s o f R i g h t s o n pieces o f p a p e r w h i c h p r a c t i c a l l y 
n o o n e r e a d ( i f o n l y because the p e o p l e w e r e n o t e v e n 
t a u g h t to r e a d ) , even w h i l e c o m p o s i n g s u c h d e c l a r a t i o n s , 
l i b e r a l i s m p r o d u c e d before o u r eyes the m o s t i n h u m a n 
spectacle o f a l l t i m e : i n the best cit ies o f E u r o p e , i n the 
c a p i t a l s o f states e n d o w e d w i t h the m o s t e x q u i s i t e l i b e r a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s , there w e r e h u m a n be ings , o u r b r o t h e r s , 
l i v i n g i n o v e r c r o w d e d , m i s - s h a p e n , h o r r e n d o u s r e d a n d 
b l a c k houses, t r a p p e d b y g r i n d i n g p o v e r t y , t u b e r c u l o s i s 
a n d the a n a e m i a o f t h e i r h u n g r y c h i l d r e n , o n l y to be t o l d 
f r o m t i m e to t i m e w i t h b i t i n g s a r c a s m h o w free t h e y w e r e 
a n d sovere ign to b o o t . 

O b v i o u s l y the w o r k e r s were b o u n d to r e b e l o n e d a y 
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against s u c h m o c k e r y , a n d the class s truggle was b o u n d to 
e x p l o d e . T h e r e was j u s t reason for the class s truggle , a n d 
there was , i n the v e r y b e g i n n i n g , j u s t reason for s o c i a l i s m , 
a n d w e h a v e n o cause to d e n y i t . T h e t r o u b l e is t h a t 
s o c i a l i s m , i n s t e a d o f p u r s u i n g its i n i t i a l course o f a s p i r i n g 
to s o c i a l j u s t i c e a m o n g m e n , has been t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o a 
m e r e d o c t r i n e o f h o r r i f y i n g heartlessness, c a r i n g n o t a 
w h i t a b o u t the l i b e r a t i o n o f the w o r k e r s . T h e r e are a l l 
those w o r k e r s g o i n g a b o u t , e n o r m o u s l y p l e a s e d w i t h 
themselves a n d c a l l i n g themselves M a r x i s t s . A l r e a d y there 
h a v e b e e n m a n y streets i n m a n y S p a n i s h t o w n s n a m e d 
after K a r l M a r x ; b u t K a r l M a r x was a G e r m a n J e w , 
w h o f r o m his s t u d y o b s e r v e d the m o s t d r a m a t i c events o f 
his t i m e w i t h t e r r i f y i n g i m p a s s i v i t y . W h i l e g a z i n g at the 
E n g l i s h factories o f M a n c h e s t e r a n d f o r m u l a t i n g i n e x o r 
a b l e l a w s o n c a p i t a l a c c u m u l a t i o n a n d the interests o f 
w o r k e r s a n d e m p l o y e r s , this G e r m a n J e w w r o t e i n his 
letters to his f r i e n d F r i e d r i c h E n g e l s t h a t the w o r k e r s w e r e 
a v u l g a r r a b b l e n o t w o r t h b o t h e r i n g a b o u t except i n so 
far as t h e y served to test his theories . 

S o c i a l i s m ceased to be a m o v e m e n t for the r e d e m p t i o n 
o f m e n a n d c a m e to be, as I h a v e b e e n t e l l i n g y o u , a n 
i m p l a c a b l e d o c t r i n e ; a n d i n s t e a d o f w a n t i n g to restore 
a state o f j u s t i c e i t a i m e d at t a k i n g in just ice , i n r e t a l i a t i o n , 
as far as ever bourgeois in just ice h a d gone i n its o r g a n i z a 
t i o n . W h a t is m o r e , s o c i a l i s m d e c r e e d t h a t the class 
s truggle w o u l d never cease a n d stated, besides, t h a t h i s t o r y 
m u s t be g i v e n a m a t e r i a l i s t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ; t h a t is to say, 
i n o r d e r to e x p l a i n h i s t o r y , o n l y the e c o n o m i c p h e n o m e n a 
m a t t e r . A n d w h e n M a r x i s m c u l m i n a t e s i n a system l i k e 
the R u s s i a n o n e , c h i l d r e n are t o l d i n s c h o o l t h a t r e l i g i o n 
is the o p i a t e o f the p e o p l e ; t h a t the f a t h e r l a n d is m e r e l y 
a w o r d i n v e n t e d as a t o o l o f o p p r e s s i o n ; a n d that even 
m o d e s t y a n d the l o v e o f parents for t h e i r c h i l d r e n are 
bourgeois pre judices w h i c h m u s t be e r a d i c a t e d at a l l cost. 

T h a t is w h a t s o c i a l i s m has c o m e to be. D o y o u r e a l l y 
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t h i n k t h a t i f the w o r k e r s k n e w a l l that , t h e y w o u l d feel 
a t t r a c t e d to s o m e t h i n g so d r e a d f u l , so h o r r i f y i n g a n d 
i n h u m a n as the b r a i n - c h i l d o f t h a t G e r m a n J e w c a l l e d 
K a r l M a r x ? 

T h o s e o f us w h o are n o w a b o u t t h i r t y years o l d e n t e r e d 
the l i fe o f S p a i n w h e n the w o r l d was l i k e t h a t , w h e n S p a i n 
was l i k e t h a t . W e c o u l d h a v e b e e n t e m p t e d to a c c e p t the 
system a n d fight o u r w a y i n t o the coteries o f the C o r t e s o r 
else to get i n v o l v e d i n excesses w h i c h w o u l d f u r t h e r 
a g g r a v a t e a n d p o i s o n the p r o l e t a r i a n masses a n d t h e i r 
class s truggle . T h a t w o u l d h a v e b e e n a v e r y s i m p l e 
m a t t e r , a n d at first s ight i t seemed to offer c e r t a i n a d 
vantages . I f a n y o n e o f us h a d j o i n e d the C o n s e r v a t i v e 
R e p u b l i c a n P a r t y , o r the R a d i c a l s , the d e m o c r a t i c l i b e r a l s 
o r the P o p u l a r A c t i o n P a r t y , h e w o u l d easi ly h a v e b e c o m e 
a m i n i s t e r , for s ince w e h a v e a g o v e r n m e n t crisis o n c e a 
f o r t n i g h t , w i t h n e w minis ters t u r n i n g u p e a c h t i m e , w e 
h a v e to ask ourselves w h e t h e r there c a n s t i l l be someone 
i n S p a i n w h o has n e v e r as yet b e e n a m i n i s t e r . 

B u t for the l ikes o f us t h a t is v e r y l i t t l e . W e h a v e c h o s e n 
to leave the b e a t e n t r a c k a n d to set f o r t h , as o u r c o m r a d e 
L e d e s m a has p u t i t , o n the r o a d o f r e v o l u t i o n , o n the r o a d 
o f a di f ferent r e v o l u t i o n , o n the r o a d o f the r e a l r e v o l u t i o n ; 
because a l l r e v o l u t i o n s h i t h e r t o h a v e b e e n i n c o m p l e t e , 
s ince n o t o n e has ever served, at one a n d the same t i m e , 
the n a t i o n a l i d e a o f the f a t h e r l a n d a n d the i d e a o f s o c i a l 
j u s t i c e . W e i n t e g r a t e the t w o : the f a t h e r l a n d a n d s o c i a l 
j u s t i c e , a n d u p o n these t w o i m m u t a b l e p r i n c i p l e s w e 
b o l d l y a n d c a t e g o r i c a l l y i n t e n d to b u i l d o u r r e v o l u t i o n . 

T h e y say t h a t w e are i m i t a t o r s . O n e s i m o R e d o n d o has 
a l r e a d y r e p l i e d to t h a t . T h e y say w e are i m i t a t o r s because 
this m o v e m e n t o f ours , this m o v e m e n t o f a r e t u r n to 
S p a i n ' s a u t h e n t i c n a t u r e , is a m o v e m e n t w h i c h has 
a l r e a d y e m e r g e d elsewhere. I t a l y a n d G e r m a n y h a v e 
t u r n e d i n w a r d s u p o n themselves i n a n a t t i t u d e o f e x t r e m e 
e x a s p e r a t i o n at the m y t h s p r o m u l g a t e d for the p u r p o s e o f 
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s t e r i l i z i n g t h e m ; b u t j u s t because I t a l y a n d G e r m a n y h a v e 
t u r n e d i n w a r d s a n d f o u n d themselves , s h o u l d w e say t h a t 
S p a i n i n search o f herse l f is i m i t a t i n g t h e m ? T h o s e 
c o u n t r i e s h a v e r e t u r n e d to t h e i r o w n a u t h e n t i c i t y , a n d as 
w e d o l i k e w i s e the a u t h e n t i c i t y w e s h a l l find w i l l be o u r 
o w n , n o t t h a t o f e i t h e r G e r m a n y o r I t a l y , a n d therefore 
b y d o i n g as the I t a l i a n s o r the G e r m a n s h a v e d o n e w e w i l l 
be m o r e t r u l y S p a n i a r d s t h a n w e h a v e ever b e e n . 

T o c o m r a d e O n d s i m o R e d o n d o I w o u l d say. D o n ' t 
w o r r y t o o m u c h a b o u t t h e i r s a y i n g t h a t w e i m i t a t e . I f w e 
d e a l t w i t h t h a t p a r t i c u l a r p o i n t , t h e y w o u l d s o o n i n v e n t 
others . T h e source o f g u i l e is i n e x h a u s t i b l e . L e t t h e m say to 
us t h a t w e i m i t a t e the fascists. A f t e r a l l , i n fasc ism as i n a l l 
the m o v e m e n t s o f every age o n e finds b e n e a t h the l o c a l 
character i s t i cs c e r t a i n r e c u r r e n t e lements w h i c h are the 
p a t r i m o n y o f every h u m a n m i n d a n d w h i c h are the same 
e v e r y w h e r e . O n e e x a m p l e o f th is w a s , i f y o u l i k e , the 
R e n a i s s a n c e . A n o t h e r , i f y o u l i k e , w a s the h e n d e c a -
s y l l a b l e : the h e n d e c a s y l l a b l e c a m e t o us f r o m I t a l y , b u t 
v e r y s o o n after i t h a d been b r o u g h t f r o m I t a l y , h e n d e c a -
sy l lab les , C a s t i l i a n h e n d e c a s y l l a b l e s w e r e used b y 
G a r c i l a s o a n d F r a y L u i s to s i n g o f the fields o f S p a i n a n d 
b y F e r n a n d o de H e r r e r a to pra ise t h e L o r d o f the p l a i n s 
o f the sea, w h o g r a n t e d v i c t o r y to S p a i n at L e p a n t o . 

T h e y also say t h a t w e are r e a c t i o n a r i e s . S o m e say so i n 
b a d f a i t h , to p e r s u a d e the w o r k e r s to a v o i d us a n d n o t to 
l i s t e n to w h a t w e say. I n spi te o f that , the w o r k e r s w i l l 
l i s ten a n d w h e n t h e y h e a r us t h e y w i l l n o l o n g e r be l ieve 
those w h o s a i d th is , because p r e c i s e l y those w h o , l i k e us, 
w a n t to restore the i d e a o f a n i n d e s t r u c t a b l y i n t e g r a t e d 
d e s t i n y c a n n o t p o s s i b l y be r e a c t i o n a r i e s . O n the c o n t r a r y , 
r e a c t i o n a r i e s t h r i v e i n a r e g i m e o f strife as w h e n o n e class 
has r e c e n t l y v a n q u i s h e d a n o t h e r a n d the v a n q u i s h e d class 
is t h i r s t y for r e v e n g e ; b u t w e d o n o t p a r t i c i p a t e i n the 
g a m e o f repr isa ls o f class against class o r p a r t y against 
p a r t y . W e p l a c e a g u i d e for a l l o u r ac t ions a b o v e p a r t y 
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p o l i t i c s a n d class interests. T h i s g u i d e o f ours — a n d h e r e 
lies the r e a l essence o f o u r m o v e m e n t —• is the i d e a o f a 
t o t a l l y i n t e g r a t e d dest iny c a l l e d f a t h e r l a n d a n d n a t i o n . 
W i t h this c o n c e p t o f t h e n a t i o n served b y the i n s t r u m e n t 
o f a s t r o n g state a n d subserv ient n e i t h e r to a class n o r to a 
p a r t y , the interest e m e r g i n g v i c t o r i o u s is t h a t o f the i n t e 
g r a t i o n o f a l l w i t h i n t h a t w h o l e , n o t the m o m e n t a r y 
interest o f the w i n n e r s . T h e w o r k e r s w i l l r e a l i z e t h a t this is 
so, a n d t h e n t h e y w i l l see t h a t ours is the o n l y poss ible 
s o l u t i o n . 

O t h e r s , t h o u g h , suppose us to be r e a c t i o n a r i e s i n the 
v a g u e h o p e t h a t , w h i l e t h e y g r u m b l e a w a y i n t h e i r c l u b s 
a n d casinos, h a n k e r i n g after the p r i v i l e g e s w h i c h h a v e 
p a r t l y f a l l e n a w a y , w e w i l l be the s t o r m - t r o o p e r s o f 
r e a c t i o n , get the chestnuts o u t o f the fire for t h e m a n d b u s y 
ourselves i n s t a l l i n g a l l those i n t h e i r a r m c h a i r s w h o are 
n o w w a t c h i n g us i n c o m f o r t . I f w e w e r e to d o t h a t , w e 
w o u l d deserve to be c u r s e d b y the five d e a d m e n w h o m w e 
h a v e f e l l e d for the sake o f a m o r e lo f ty cause . . . 

F i n a l l y , t h e y say t h a t w e h a v e n o p r o g r a m m e . C a n y o u 
t h i n k o f a n y t h i n g serious a n d p r o f o u n d t h a t owes its 
existence to a p r o g r a m m e ? W h e n h a v e y o u ever k n o w n the 
r e a l l y decis ive t h i n g s , the e t e r n a l t h i n g s , l i k e l o v e , l i fe a n d 
d e a t h , to be g o v e r n e d b y a p r o g r a m m e ? W h a t w e m u s t 
possess is a t o t a l awareness o f w h a t i t is w e w a n t , a n 
absolute sense o f the f a t h e r l a n d , o f l i fe a n d o f h i s t o r y ; 
a n d i t is this t o t a l awareness, b r i g h t i n o u r souls, w h i c h 
w i l l t e l l us i n every s i t u a t i o n w h a t w e m u s t d o a n d w h a t 
w e m u s t prefer. I n better t imes there were n o t a l l these 
s t u d y g r o u p s , a l l these statistics, e l e c t o r a l ro l l s a n d 
p r o g r a m m e s . Besides, i f w e h a d a c o n c r e t e p r o g r a m m e 
w e w o u l d be j'ust a n o t h e r p a r t y , a n d w e w o u l d l o o k v e r y 
m u c h l i k e the car toon-f igures t h e y m a k e o f us. T h e y a l l 
k n o w t h a t t h e y are l y i n g w h e n t h e y say t h a t w e c o p y 
I t a l i a n fasc ism, t h a t w e are n e i t h e r C a t h o l i c n o r S p a n i s h ; 
b u t the v e r y p e o p l e w h o m a k e s u c h accusat ions are w i t h 
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t h e i r left h a n d o r g a n i z i n g a k i n d o f p a r o d y o f o u r m o v e 
m e n t . T h u s t h e y w i l l h a v e a p a r a d e at the E s c o r i a l i f w e 
h a v e one i n V a l l a d o l i d . A n d i f w e speak o f e t e r n a l S p a i n , 
o f I m p e r i a l S p a i n , t h e y too w i l l say t h a t t h e y l o n g for the 
greatness o f S p a i n a n d the c o r p o r a t i v e state. T h e s e 
m o v e m e n t s c a n be as a l i k e to ours as a p l a t e o f c o l d m e a t 
to the h o t m e a l o f the n i g h t before. F o r i t is prec ise ly its 
t e m p e r a t u r e , its s p i r i t , w h i c h dis t inguishes this l o n g i n g 
o f ours , this u n d e r t a k i n g o f ours . W h a t d o w e care a b o u t 
the c o r p o r a t i v e state, w h a t does i t m a t t e r w h e t h e r the 
C o r t e s is a b o l i s h e d , i f d i f ferent o r g a n i s m s are g o i n g to 
c o n t i n u e c h u r n i n g o u t those selfsame c a u t i o u s , p a l e , 
s l i p p e r y a n d s m i l i n g y o u t h s , i n c a p a b l e o f b e i n g a r o u s e d 
b y p a t r i o t i c f e r v o u r o r e v e n — let t h e m say w h a t t h e y w i l l 
— b y re l ig ious f e r v o u r ? 

B e v e r y c a r e f u l w h e n i t comes to the c o r p o r a t i v e state; 
be v e r y c a r e f u l i n y o u r a p p r o a c h to a l l the c o l d things 
m a n y p e o p l e w i l l t e l l y o u w i t h the o n e a i m o f t r a n s f o r m i n g 
us i n t o j u s t a n o t h e r p a r t y . O n e s i m o R e d o n d o has a l r e a d y 
w a r n e d us o f this d a n g e r . W e w i l l n o t satisfy o u r a s p i r a 
t ions b y r e a r r a n g i n g the state i n s o m e w a y . W h a t w e w a n t 
is to g ive b a c k to S p a i n o p t i m i s m , sel f-confidence, a c l e a r 
a n d f o r c e f u l l i fe-style. T h a t is w h y o u r g r o u p is n o t a 
p a r t y : i t is a m i l i t i a . T h a t is w h y w e are n o t here i n o r d e r 
to b e c o m e deput ies , under-secretar ies o r m i n i s t e r s , b u t i n 
o r d e r to f u l f i l , e a c h i n his p l a c e , w h a t e v e r m i s s i o n w e are 
c o m m a n d e d to u n d e r t a k e ; a n d t h o u g h w e five are n o w 
b e h i n d this t a b l e , the d a y m a y c o m e w h e n the l o w l i e s t 
m i l i t a n t m a y be c a l l e d u p o n to g i v e us orders a n d w e m a y 
be c a l l e d u p o n to obey . W e h a v e n o p e r s o n a l a m b i t i o n s , 
except , p e r h a p s , the a m b i t i o n to be i n the forefront o f 
d a n g e r . A l l w e w a n t is to see S p a i n b e c o m e o n c e a g a i n 
herself, a n d to say w i t h h o n o u r , s o c i a l j u s t i c e , youthfulness 
a n d p a t r i o t i c e n t h u s i a s m w h a t this v e r y c i t y o f V a l l a d o l i d 
s a i d i n a le t ter to the E m p e r o r C h a r l e s V i n 1516: 
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Y o u r H i g h n e s s o u g h t to c o m e a n d take u p i n one h a n d 
t h a t y o k e b e q u e a t h e d to y o u b y the C a t h o H c K i n g , 
y o u r g r a n d f a t h e r , w i t h w h i c h so m a n y m e n o f c o u r a g e 
a n d p r i d e h a v e b e e n t a m e d , a n d i n the o t h e r h a n d 
the a r r o w s o f t h a t i n c o m p a r a b l e Q u e e n , y o u r g r a n d 
m o t h e r D o h a I s a b e l l a , w i t h w h i c h she r e m o v e d the 
M o o r s so far a w a y . 

W e l l , here i n this selfsame c i t y o f V a l l a d o l i d w h i c h 
p l e a d e d thus, y o u h a v e the y o k e a n d the a r r o w s : the y o k e 
o f t o i l a n d the a r r o w s o f a u t h o r i t y . T h u s w e h a v e c o m e , 
b e n e a t h the e m b l e m o f the y o k e a n d a r r o w s , to say r i g h t 
here , i n V a l l a d o l i d : 

' C a s t i l l a , o n c e a g a i n for S p a i n ! ' 

7 



S O M E T H O U G H T S O N 
N A T I O N A L I S M 

F r o m Revista J.O.N.S,, N o . i 6 , A p r i l 1934 

T H E R O M A N T I C C O N C E P T I O N O F N A T I O N H O O D 

T h e r o m a n t i c b e l i e f i n t h e i n t r i n s i c goodness o f m a n was 
the e l d e r sister o f the f a i t h i n the i n t r i n s i c goodness o f 
peoples . ' M a n is b o r n free a n d finds h i m s e l f e v e r y w h e r e 
i n fetters,' s a i d R o u s s e a u . T h e i d e a l was , therefore , 
to g i v e his o r i g i n a l f r e e d o m a n d i n n o c e n c e b a c k to m a n , 
d i s m a n t l i n g as far as poss ible the e n t i r e s o c i a l m e c h a n i s m , 
w h i c h , i n R o u s s e a u ' s o p i n i o n , h a d b e e n a n agent o f 
c o r r u p t i o n . Y e a r s l a t e r , the R o m a n t i c c o n c e p t i o n o f 
n a t i o n h o o d was f o r m u l a t e d a l o n g the selfsame l ines . J u s t 
as free a n d g o o d i n d i v i d u a l s w e r e e n c h a i n e d b y society, 
so free a n d spontaneous peoples suffered the o p p r e s s i o n o f 
h i s t o r i c a l a r c h i t e c t u r e . I t was as u r g e n t to l i b e r a t e the 
peoples as i t was to l i b e r a t e the i n d i v i d u a l s . 

I f o n e looks at i t c lose ly , the R o m a n t i c c o n c e p t i o n 
t e n d e d t o w a r d s ' d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n ' , t h a t is , the e l i m i n a t i o n 
o f a l l t h a t h a d b e e n a d d e d ( l ike l a w a n d his tory) b y 
h u m a n effort to the p r i m a r y entit ies o f the i n d i v i d u a l a n d 
the p e o p l e . L a w m a d e the i n d i v i d u a l a ' p e r s o n ' ; h i s t o r y 
m a d e the p e o p l e a ' p o l l s ' b y c r e a t i n g the state. T h e 
di f ference b e t w e e n the i n d i v i d u a l a n d the p e r s o n is l i k e 
t h a t b e t w e e n the p e o p l e a n d the b o d y p o l i t i c . A c c o r d i n g 
to the R o m a n t i c s i t was u r g e n t i n b o t h cases to r e t u r n to 
the p r i m a r y , spontaneous state. 
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T H E I N D I V I D U A L A N D T H E P E R S O N 

T h e p r e r e q u i s i t e for the existence o f l a w is the o r g a n i c 
p l u r a l i t y o f i n d i v i d u a l s . T h e one a n d o n l y i n h a b i t a n t o f 
a n i s l a n d has n o t i t u l a r r ights a n d n o l e g a l o b l i g a t i o n s . H i s 
act iv i t ies w i l l be l i m i t e d o n l y b y the extent o f his o w n 
s t r e n g t h , o r at m o s t b y w h a t e v e r sense o f m o r a l s h e m a y 
h a v e . B u t the l a w c a n n o t e v e n be i m a g i n e d u n d e r s u c h 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s . T h e l a w a l w a y s i n v o l v e s the a u t h o r i t y t o 
m a k e c e r t a i n d e m a n d s : there c a n o n l y be r i g h t s i f there 
are c o r r e s p o n d i n g o b l i g a t i o n s ; a l l mat ters r e l a t i v e to the 
l a w c o n c e r n b u t t h e t r a c i n g o f b o u n d a r i e s b e t w e e n the 
act iv i t ies o f t w o o r m o r e p e o p l e . F o r this r e a s o n , w h e r e 
there is l a w there is c o m m u n i t y l i f e ; t h a t is , a system o f 
n o r m s c o n d i t i o n i n g the v i t a l ac t iv i t ies o f i n d i v i d u a l s . 

H e n c e i t f o l l o w s t h a t the i n d i v i d u a l as s u c h is n o t b y a n y 
m e a n s the subject o f j u r i d i c a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s ; the i n d i v i d u a l 
is o n l y the p h y s i c a l a n d b i o l o g i c a l ' s u b s t r a t u m ' u p o n 
w h i c h t h e l a w constructs its system o f c i r c u m s c r i b e d 
r e l a t i o n s . T h e t r u e j u r i d i c a l u n i t is t h e p e r s o n ; t h a t is 
to say, the i n d i v i d u a l n o t as a l i v i n g r e a l i t y b u t as the a c t i v e 
o r passive e m b o d i m e n t o f w h a t e v e r s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
the l a w regulates , as someone c a p a b l e o f m a k i n g d e m a n d s , 
o f b e i n g o b l i g e d , o f a t t a c k i n g a n d o f t ransgress ing. 

B I R T H P L A C E A N D N A T I O N 

L i k e w i s e , the p e o p l e i n its spontaneous state is b u t the 
s u b s t r a t u m o f the b o d y p o l i t i c . F r o m this p o i n t o n i t w i l l 
be c l e a r e r to start u s i n g the w o r d ' n a t i o n ' , t a k i n g i t to 
m e a n p r e c i s e l y t h a t : the b o d y p o l i t i c , c a p a b l e o f h a v i n g 
a f u n c t i o n a l m e c h a n i s m i n the f o r m o f a state. A n d this 
defines the subject o f the present w o r k , n a m e l y the 
i l l u m i n a t i o n o f the m e a n i n g o f n a t i o n h o o d ; w h e t h e r i t 
is the spontaneous r e a l i t y o f a p e o p l e , as t h e R o m a n t i c 
n a t i o n a l i s t s t h i n k , o r r a t h e r s o m e t h i n g u n r e l a t e d to a n y 
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n a t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . T h e R o m a n t i c s w e r e k e e n o n a l l 
th ings n a t u r a l . T h e i r s l o g a n w a s a ' r e t u r n to n a t u r e ' . 
T h u s t h e y i d e n t i f i e d the n a t i o n w i t h ' t h e b i r t h p l a c e ' . 
W h a t c h a r a c t e r i z e d a n a t i o n w e r e its e t h n i c , l i n g u i s t i c , 
t o p o g r a p h i c a l a n d c l i m a t i c features. A t m o s t , a c o m m o n 
h e r i t a g e o f uses, customs a n d t r a d i t i o n s , b u t t a k i n g 
t r a d i t i o n to be l i t t l e m o r e t h a n the m e m o r y o f c e r t a i n 
th ings d o n e o v e r a n d over a g a i n a n d n o t as a reference to 
a n y k i n d o f h i s t o r i c a l process s t r e t c h i n g f r o m a p o i n t o f 
d e p a r t u r e to some p o s s i b l y u n a t t a i n a b l e g o a l . 

T h e m o s t p e r n i c i o u s n a t i o n a l i s m s , because t h e y are the 
m o s t d issolvent , are those w h i c h take this v i e w o f n a t i o n 
h o o d . I f o n e accepts t h a t the n a t i o n is a n express ion o f 
the s p o n t a n e o u s , p a r t i c u l a r i s t i c n a t i o n a l i s m becomes 
u n b e a t a b l e . T h a t is w h y i t is so easy to be a l o c a l p a t r i o t . 
T h a t is w h y the p e o p l e are so s w i f t l y a r o u s e d b y the j u b i 
l a n t f r e n z y o f t h e i r songs, t h e i r fairs , t h e i r h o m e l a n d . I n 
a l l o f this there is s o m e t h i n g l i k e a sensual s u m m o n s , w h i c h 
is a p p a r e n t e v e n i n the f r a g r a n c e o f the s o i l : a p h y s i c a l , 
p r i m i t i v e a n d s t i r r i n g c u r r e n t , n o t u n l i k e d r u n k e n n e s s 
a n d the m a t u r i t y o f p l a n t l i fe w h e n the p o l l e n is r i p e . 

C L U M S Y P O L I T I C S 

T o s u c h p a s t o r a l a n d p r i m a r y e lements d o the n a t i o n a l i s m s 
o f the R o m a n t i c t y p e o w e t h e i r o b v i o u s a p p e a l . 

N o t h i n g w i l l i r r i t a t e m e n a n d peoples m o r e t h a n to be 
d i s t u r b e d i n t h e i r v e r y bas ic d r i v e s : h u n g e r a n d sex —• 
appet i tes o n a l e v e l w i t h the m y s t e r i o u s c a l l o f the l a n d — 
c a n , i f t h e y are t h w a r t e d , u n l e a s h the greatest tragedies . 
T h a t is w h y i t is e x c e e d i n g l y c l u m s y to t r y a n d c o u n t e r 
R o m a n t i c n a t i o n a l i s m w i t h R o m a n t i c n a t i o n a l i s m , to 
c o m b a t feel ings w i t h feelings. E m o t i o n a l l y , n o t h i n g c a n be 
as s t r o n g as l o c a l n a t i o n a l i s m , for the v e r y r e a s o n t h a t i t 
is so p r i m i t i v e a n d w i t h i n the grasp o f even the least 
sensit ive. O n the c o n t r a r y , a n y a t t e m p t to fight i t w i t h 
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s e n t i m e n t r u n s the r i s k o f h u r t i n g the i n n e r m o s t — 
because t h e y are the m o s t b a s i c •— fibres o f the p e o p l e ' s 
s o u l a n d o f c h u r n i n g u p v i o l e n t r e a c t i o n s against the v e r y 
t h i n g s t r i v i n g to be l o v e d . 

W e h a v e a g o o d e x a m p l e o f this i n S p a i n . L o c a l 
n a t i o n a l i s m s h a v e m a d e c l e v e r use o f p r i m a r y f o l k 
i m p u l s e s w h e r e v e r t h e y h a v e s p r u n g u p : the l a n d , the 
m u s i c , the l a n g u a g e , a n c i e n t r u r a l customs, the o l d e r 
people ' s store o f f a m i l y m e m o r i e s . . . I t was a l t o g e t h e r 
i n e p t to t r y a n d b r e a k this e x c l u s i v e n a t i o n a l i s m b y 
m o c k i n g these i m p u l s e s ; some p e o p l e h a v e f o r i n s t a n c e 
r e s o r t e d to m a k i n g j o k e s a b o u t these v e r y bas ic forms o f 
express ion, l i k e those w h o h a v e r i d i c u l e d the C a t a l a n 
l a n g u a g e for its harshness. 

I t is i m p o s s i b l e to i m a g i n e a coarser p o l i t i c a l a p p r o a c h ; 
w h e n o n e offends aga inst o n e o f those p r i m a r y feel ings 
r o o t e d i n the depths o f a people ' s s p o n t a n e i t y , there is 
b o u n d to be a basic r e a c t i o n o f anger , even a m o n g s t those 
w h o least i n c l i n e t o w a r d s n a t i o n a l i s m . T h i s is a l m o s t a 
b i o l o g i c a l p h e n o m e n o n . 

B u t o n l y a l i t t l e s h r e w d e r is the a p p r o a c h o f those w h o 
h a v e t r i e d to c o m b a t l o c a l p a t r i o t i s m o n its o w n g r o u n d 
b y a t t e m p t i n g m e r e l y to arouse sent iments o f u n i t a r i a n 
p a t r i o t i s m . I f y o u p i t feel ings against feel ings, the s i m p l e r 
w i l l a l w a y s be the s tronger . I f y o u b r i n g u n i t a r i a n 
p a t r i o t i s m d o w n to the l e v e l o f e m o t i o n s w i t h i n the r e a c h 
o f a n a l m o s t p l a n t - l i k e sens i t iv i ty , t h a t w h i c h is closest is 
b o u n d to be t h e most intense . 

D E S T I N Y IN U N I V E R S A L T E R M S 

W h a t , t h e n , c a n o n e d o to r e v i v e the p a t r i o t i s m o f the 
great heterogeneous u n i t s ? N o t h i n g less w i l l d o t h a n a 
r e v i s i o n o f the c o n c e p t o f n a t i o n h o o d , s t a r t i n g o u t f r o m 
di f ferent premises . A n d i n this c o n t e x t w e c a n be g u i d e d 
b y w h a t has b e e n s a i d a b o u t t h e di f ference b e t w e e n 
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i n d i v i d u a l s a n d persons. J u s t as the p e r s o n is b u t the 
i n d i v i d u a l seen i n r e l a t i o n t o society , the n a t i o n is the 
p e o p l e seen i n r e l a t i o n to u n i v e r s a l i t y . 

O n e is n o t a p e r s o n b y r e a s o n o f b e i n g f a i r - h a i r e d o r 
d a r k , t a l l o r short , s p e a k i n g o n e l a n g u a g e o r a n o t h e r , b u t 
b y r e a s o n o f one's c i r c u m s c r i b e d s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s . O n e 
is o n l y a p e r s o n i n so far as o n e is ' a n o t h e r ' ; t h a t is to 
say, onesel f i n o p p o s i t i o n to others , a poss ib le c r e d i t o r o r 
d e b t o r w i t h r e g a r d to others, r i g h t f u l l y i n pos i t ions w h i c h 
are n o t those o f others . P e r s o n a l i t y is therefore n o t deter
m i n e d f r o m w i t h i n , b y r e a s o n o f a n a g g l o m e r a t i o n o f cel ls , 
b u t f r o m w i t h o u t , b y r e a s o n o f c e r t a i n r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 
L i k e w i s e , a p e o p l e is n o t a n a t i o n because o f a n y t h i n g 
p h y s i c a l o r a n y l o c a l c o l o u r a n d flavour, b u t because 
i t is ' a n o t h e r ' i n u n i v e r s a l t e r m s ; t h a t is to say, because 
its d e s t i n y is n o t t h a t o f o t h e r n a t i o n s . T h u s , n o t every 
p e o p l e const i tutes a n a t i o n , n o r d o a l l g r o u p s o f peoples , 
b u t o n l y those w h i c h a c c o m p l i s h a speci f ic d e s t i n y i n 
u n i v e r s a l terms. 

H e n c e there is n o n e e d to es tab l i sh w h e t h e r the c h a r a c 
teristics o f g e o g r a p h i c a l , e t h n i c o r l i n g u i s t i c u n i f o r m i t y 
a r e present i n a g i v e n n a t i o n ; a l l t h a t needs to be estab
l i s h e d is w h e t h e r i t does i n d e e d h a v e a u n i q u e h i s t o r i c a l 
d e s t i n y i n u n i v e r s a l t e r m s . 

I n c l a s s i c a l t imes p e o p l e s a w this w i t h t h e i r u s u a l 
p e r s p i c a c i t y . T h i s is w h y t h e y d i d n o t use the w o r d s 
' f a t h e r l a n d ' a n d ' n a t i o n ' i n t h e i r r o m a n t i c a c c e p t i o n o r 
seek to a n c h o r p a t r i o t i s m i n a d a r k l o v e o f the l a n d . T h e y 
p r e f e r r e d expressions l i k e ' the e m p i r e ' o r ' the k i n g ' s 
service ' , t h a t is to say, expressions w i t h h i s t o r i c a l c o n 
n o t a t i o n s . T h e v e r y w o r d ' S p a i n ' , w h i c h i n i t s e l f is the 
express ion o f a n u n d e r t a k i n g , w i l l a l w a y s be m o r e m e a n i n g 
f u l t h a n the p h r a s e ' t h e S p a n i s h n a t i o n ' . A n d i n E n g l a n d , 
w h i c h m a y w e l l be t h e c o u n t r y o f the m o s t c lassic p a t r i o t 
i s m , t h e y n o t o n l y d o n o t h a v e the w o r d ' f a t h e r l a n d ' , b u t 
v e r y few p e o p l e c a n e v e n separate the w o r d ' k i n g ' , the 
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s y m b o l o f h i s t o r i c a l u n i t y , f r o m the w o r d ' c o u n t r y ' , t h e 

t e r r i t o r i a l base o f t h a t s a m e u n i t y . 

T H E S P O N T A N E O U S A N D T H E D I F F I C U L T 

W e are c o m i n g to the e n d o f the r o a d . O n l y w h e n 
n a t i o n a l i s m is c o n s i d e r e d t h u s , c a n the d i s i n t e g r a t i n g 
effect o f l o c a l n a t i o n a l i s m s be o v e r c o m e . O n e m u s t 
r e c o g n i z e a l l t h a t is g e n u i n e i n these ; b u t o n e m u s t p i t 
a g a i n s t t h e m a f o r c e f u l m o v e m e n t a s p i r i n g to a n a t i o n a 
l i s m w i t h a m i s s i o n , t o w h i c h the f a t h e r l a n d is a u n i t o f 
h i s t o r i c d e s t i n y . O b v i o u s l y this k i n d o f p a t r i o t i s m is m o r e 
d i f f i c u l t to f e e l ; b u t i n this d i f f i c u l t y resides its greatness. 
A l l h u m a n existence — o f i n d i v i d u a l s , as o f peoples — is 
a t r a g i c s truggle b e t w e e n t h e s p o n t a n e o u s a n d t h e 
d i f f i c u l t . P r e c i s e l y because a p a t r i o t i c a t t a c h m e n t to one's 
b i r t h p l a c e is felt w i t h o u t effort a n d e v e n w i t h sweet ly 
p o i s o n o u s sensual i ty , i t is a n o b l e h u m a n task to d is
e n t a n g l e onese l f f r o m i t a n d to a t t a i n i n s t e a d a p a t r i o t i s m 
t h a t is i n t e l l i g e n t l y a n d h a r s h l y v i s i o n a r y . W h i l e h i t h e r t o 
there h a v e o n l y b e e n feeble a t t e m p t s m a d e to c o m b a t 
R o m a n t i c m o v e m e n t s w i t h the w e a p o n s o f R o m a n t i c i s m , 
i t w i l l be u p to the n e w p a t r i o t i s m to c o n t a i n a n y s u c h 
R o m a n t i c i n u n d a t i o n s w i t h i m p r e g n a b l e r e d o u b t s o f 
c lassic t e m p e r . T h i s p a t r i o t i s m owes its s t r e n g t h to the 
i n t e l l e c t r a t h e r t h a n to the e m o t i o n s . I n s t e a d o f b e i n g a 
v a g u e f e e l i n g s w a y e d b y a n y w h i m , p a t r i o t i s m m u s t be a 
t r u t h as a b s o l u t e as a n y m a t h e m a t i c a l t r u t h . 

T h i s c e r t a i n l y does n o t m e a n t h a t p a t r i o t i s m w i l l 
b e c o m e s o m e t h i n g a r i d l y i n t e l l e c t u a l . T h e s p i r i t u a l 
pos i t ions thus a t t a i n e d , i n a h e r o i c s t ruggle a g a i n s t the 
s p o n t a n e o u s , are the v e r y ones w h i c h i n d u e course 
p e n e t r a t e m o s t d e e p l y i n t o o u r a u t h e n t i c b e i n g . F o r i n 
stance, the w a y w e l o v e o u r parents o n c e w e h a v e passed 
the age w h e n w e n e e d t h e m is p r o b a b l y s o m e t h i n g 
a r t i f i c i a l , the o u t c o m e o f a r u d i m e n t a r y c u l t u r e ' s v i c t o r y 
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o v e r o r i g i n a l b a r b a r i s m . I n a p u r e l y a n i m a l existence, the 
r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n parents a n d o f f s p r i n g ceases as soon 
as the c h i l d r e n c a n l o o k after themselves. A m o n g m a n y 
p r i m i t i v e t r ibes , c u s t o m a u t h o r i z e s c h i l d r e n to k i l l t h e i r 
p a r e n t s o n c e these are , because o f t h e i r age, n o m o r e t h a n 
a n e c o n o m i c b u r d e n . Y e t , b y n o w , a f fect ion for o u r p a r e n t s 
has b e c o m e so m u c h a p a r t o f us t h a t i t seems to us the m o s t 
spontaneous o f feel ings. T h i s is b u t o n e o f the sweet 
r e w a r d s w e get for s t r i v i n g to i m p r o v e ourse lves : t h o u g h 
s o m e basic d e l i g h t s m a y be lost , at the e n d o f the r o a d w e 
find others so d e a r a n d intense t h a t t h e y e v e n e n c r o a c h 
u p o n the sphere o f those a n c i e n t feelings w e e d e d o u t w h e n 
o u r quest for exce l lence first b e g a n . T h e h e a r t has its 
reasons, w h i c h reason c a n n o t u n d e r s t a n d . B u t the i n t e l l e c t , 
t o o , has its o w n w a y o f l o v i n g , a k i n d o f l o v e o f w h i c h the 
h e a r t m a y be i n c a p a b l e . 
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S P A N I S H P E O P L E 

F r o m F . £ ' . , N o . 12, A p r i l 26th, 1934 

O n c e a g a i n , as so of ten i n recent t imes , S p a i n ' s des t iny 
hangs i n the b a l a n c e . I t a l m o s t looks as t h o u g h some k i n d 
o f a curse w e r e p r e v e n t i n g o u r c o u n t r y f r o m ever b e c o m i n g 
a c l e a r l y d e f i n e d a n d es tabl i shed r e a l i t y , c o n d e m n i n g i t 
p e r p e t u a l l y to the state o f a r o u g h draft . 

W h e n e v e r o n e t h o u g h t one c a u g h t a g l i m p s e o f the 
r e v i v a l o f a c o m m o n n a t i o n a l a s p i r a t i o n , this has b e e n 
s w i f t l y foresta l led b y p a r t y strife. T h e last t i m e s o m e t h i n g 
o f the sort seemed o n the cards was A p r i l 14th three years 
a g o ; at t h a t t i m e m o s t p e o p l e t h o u g h t that , w h i l e w e 
w e r e l o s i n g a m i l l e n a r i a n i n s t i t u t i o n (a loss m o u r n e d b y 
m a n y ) , w e w e r e o n the t h r e s h o l d o f a n e r a o f j o y f u l 
c o l l e c t i v e h o p e . T h e m o v e m e n t o f A p r i l 14th a p p e a r e d to 
be the e m b o d i m e n t o f the t w o t h i n g s S p a i n n e e d e d m o s t 
u r g e n t l y : a n a t i o n a l o p t i m i s m , w h i c h w o u l d m a k e a l l 
p a r t a k e o f a f a i t h i n a c o m m o n dest iny , a n d the s o c i a l 
j u s t i c e t h a t w o u l d rect i fy the s u b h u m a n l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s 
u n d e r w h i c h a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n o f o u r w o r k i n g p e o p l e 
are f o r c e d to vegetate. 

A l l t o o s o o n the v a r i o u s g o v e r n m e n t s s t r a y e d f r o m the 
first o f these p r i n c i p l e s . W h a t c o u l d h a v e b e e n a n a t i o n a l 
r e g i m e b e c a m e i n s t e a d a m o s t d isagreeable a n d p e e v i s h 
s e c t a r i a n r e g i m e . A n d w h e n this p e r i o d f i n a l l y d r e w to a 
close, w h e n the L e r r o u x g o v e r n m e n t a n d its he lpers o f 
the R i g h t d e c l a r e d t h a t t h e y w o u l d p u t a stop to s e c t a r i a n 
p o l i t i c s , t h e y u t t e r l y t h w a r t e d the r e p u b l i c ' s o t h e r essential 
p r i n c i p l e : t h a t o f s o c i a l j u s t i c e . I n the h a n d s o f the 
L e r r o u x g o v e r n m e n t , the r e p u b l i c t u r n e d i n t o a b o u r g e o i s 
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r e g i m e , the s p i t t i n g i m a g e o f t h a t w h i c h p r e v a i l e d i n 
1921. 

I n v a i n t h e S p a n i s h F a l a n g e o f the J . O . N . S . has 
r e p e a t e d l y r a i s e d its v o i c e aga inst a p o l i t i c a l system w h i c h 
toys w i t h the f a t h e r l a n d ' s fate i n a seesaw q u a d r i l l e o f the 
L e f t a n d the R i g h t . I n v a i n w e h a v e r e p e a t e d o v e r a n d 
o v e r a g a i n t h a t the n a t i o n a l interest is u n c h a n g i n g a n d 
m u s t n o t be l o o k e d at e i t h e r f r o m the R i g h t o r f r o m the 
L e f t , b u t as a w h o l e . I n spite o f s u c h w a r n i n g s , t h e left-
w i n g part ies h a v e pers is ted i n s l a n d e r i n g u s ; t h o u g h t h e y 
k n o w t h e y are l y i n g , t h e y h a v e c o n t i n u e d to insist t h a t w e 
are the c h a m p i o n s o f a c a p i t a l i s t system w e find l o a t h s o m e ; 
w h i l e those o f r i g h t - w i n g persuasions h a v e p r e f e r r e d to 
h u d d l e a r o u n d leaders w i t h less t a x i n g p r o g r a m m e s , e v e n 
t h o u g h t h e y sacri f ice a l l y o u t h f u l , S p a n i s h a n d p r o f o u n d 
e m o t i o n t o the cosiness o f t h e i r p r o g r a m m e s . 

A s u s u a l , those w h o w e r e t r y i n g to be c l e v e r h a v e 
t u r n e d o u t to be u t t e r fools. T h a n k s to a l l the p o l i t i c a l 
w i s d o m , to the p a r l i a m e n t a r y g a m e a n d a l l those th ings 
i n w h i c h some p e o p l e s t i l l keep t r u s t i n g , S p a i n finds 
h e r s e l f i n o n e o f t h e m o s t confused s i tuat ions w i t h i n l i v i n g 
m e m o r y : the p a r a d o x i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n w h i c h those w i t h 
the fewest seats i n t h e C o r t e s h a v e the effective p o w e r 
to p a r a l y s e e v e n the highest a u t h o r i t i e s o f the state, w h i l e 
the p a r l i a m e n t a r y m a j o r i t y a n d the par t ies best e q u i p p e d 
for w i n n i n g e lect ions a n d for o r g a n i z i n g s p e c t a c u l a r 
strikes are b a c k e d u p b y n o t h i n g b u t weakness a n d 
d e s p o n d e n c y . 

T h e r e is n o t h i n g i m m e d i a t e the S p a n i s h F a l a n g e o f the 
J . O . N . S . c a n d o i n this chaos to w h i c h S p a i n has b e e n 
r e d u c e d b y t h e ever m o r e n o i s o m e d e c a y o f a p o l i t i c a l 
system i n its d e a t h - t h r o e s . B u t i n o r d e r to dissociate 
ourselves f r o m i t , a n d c o n v i n c e d as w e are t h a t a l l is n o t 
lost as yet , w e d o w a n t to address a desperate a p p e a l to the 
S p a n i s h p e o p l e : 
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Fellow Spaniards! Down with the Cortes and shady 
politicking. Down with the Left and the Right. Down with 
capitalist selfishness and proletarian indiscipline. It is high 
time for a strongs united and determined Spain to regain 
control of her great destiny. T h a t is w h y w e o f the 
S p a n i s h F a l a n g e o f the J . O . N . S . , w h o w a n t to see 
this d o n e , a p p e a l to a l l o f y o u — students, peasants, 
w o r k e r s a n d f a r m e r s , a l l o f y o u w h o are y o u n g i n 
b o d y a n d s p i r i t — to scorn the siren song of hatred 
coming from the Left and that of selfishness and sloth 
coming from the Right; r a l l y i n s t e a d to o u r b a n n e r , 
w h i c h is the l i b e r a t i n g b a n n e r o f the N a t i o n a l 
S y n d i c a l i s t R e v o l u t i o n . 



A D D R E S S I N G T H E C O R T E S : 

A N A S S E S S M E N T O F T H E 

D I C T A T O R S H I P A N D T H E N E E D F O R 

A N A T I O N A L R E V O L U T I O N 

J u n e 6th, 1934 

T h e H o u s e w i l l n o d o u b t be p r e p a r e d for the fact t h a t m y 
i n t e r v e n t i o n i n this debate w i l l c o n t r i b u t e n o t h i n g i n 
p a r t i c u l a r to its e c o n o m i c aspect. I t was o n l y to be 
e x p e c t e d t h a t i n this d e b a t e the a r g u m e n t w o u l d n o t be 
l i m i t e d to a n analys is o f S e n o r C a l v o Sotelo 's p r o p o s a l s 
for a r e d u c t i o n o f e x p e n d i t u r e , a n d I w o u l d ask the H o u s e 
to bel ieve t h a t I c o u l d n o t be m o r e p l e a s e d ; i t was to be 
e x p e c t e d t h a t the a r g u m e n t w o u l d n o t be l i m i t e d , e i t h e r , 
to a c r i t i c a l r e v i e w o f the d i c t a t o r s h i p ' s e c o n o m i c p o l i c i e s ; 
i t was to be e x p e c t e d , a n d I w e l c o m e d this m o s t s incere ly , 
t h a t i n the course o f this d e b a t e a c o m p l e t e assessment 
w o u l d be a t t e m p t e d , a l b e i t br ie f ly , o f the d i c t a t o r s h i p ' s 
s ign i f i cance as a h i s t o r i c a l p h e n o m e n o n a n d as a p o l i t i c a l 
p h e n o m e n o n . T h a t is w h y I h a v e felt o b l i g e d , u n d e r the 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , to ask leave to speak; n o t , as the M i n i s t e r 
o f F i n a n c e has i n s i n u a t e d , as a d u t i f u l gesture o f filial 
p i e t y . I feel sure t h a t a l l o f y o u w o u l d respect filial p i e t y 
o n m y p a r t , b u t there is n o e a r t h l y r e a s o n w h y I s h o u l d 
ask y o u to share i t . T h i s is n o t the p l a c e for m e to g ive 
express ion to filial p i e t y ; I m u s t speak o u t as a m e m b e r o f 
the g e n e r a t i o n f a t e d to l i v e after the d i c t a t o r s h i p has c o m e 
a n d gone , a n d w h i c h m u s t , l i k e i t o r n o t , assess the h i s t o r i 
c a l a n d p o l i t i c a l p h e n o m e n o n o f the d i c t a t o r s h i p w i t h 
l u c i d i t y a n d , i f poss ib le , w i t h h i g h h i s t o r i c a l s t a n d a r d s . 
S i n c e I a m s p a r i n g y o u the n e e d to a c c o r d m e the l i c e n c e 
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d u e to a son, I w o u l d ask y o u to d o m e the f a v o u r o f 
h e a r i n g m e o u t , a n d I m y s e l f s h a l l d o m y best to be at a l l 
t imes r i g o r o u s l y object ive . 

I d o n o t k n o w w h e t h e r y o u w i l l r e m e m b e r — since this 
d e b a t e has b e e n g o i n g o n for some c o n s i d e r a b l e t i m e —• 
t h a t I asked for the f loor at the v e r y m o m e n t w h e n t h e 
M i n i s t e r o f F i n a n c e , i n his a t t a c k o n the d i c t a t o r s h i p , 
p r o p o u n d e d the t h e o r y h e c o n s i d e r e d v a l i d i n p o l i t i c a l l a w , 
n a m e l y t h a t t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p w o u l d h a v e h a d its j u s t i f i c a 
t i o n i n l a w h a d i t f u l f i l l e d c e r t a i n r e q u i r e m e n t s , w h i c h he 
t h e n e n u m e r a t e d . A t t h a t m o m e n t I asked h i m . W a s t h a t 
s t i p u l a t e d i n the c o n s t i t u t i o n o f 1876? T h e M i n i s t e r o f 
F i n a n c e ' s h a r s h r e t o r t was q u i t e o u t o f p l a c e ; n o d o u b t he 
t h o u g h t I w a s d e l i b e r a t e l y t r y i n g to upset h i m . A n d i n 
v i e w o f this a c i d r e m a r k I h a d n o c h o i c e b u t to ask for the 
floor. F o r w h e n I p u t t h a t q u e s t i o n to the M i n i s t e r o f 
F i n a n c e , I was n o t m o v e d b y a n y s e n t i m e n t a l i m p u l s e ; I 
was s i m p l y h a z a r d i n g a t h e o r y I h a d a l r e a d y p u t f o r w a r d 
o n o t h e r occasions — o n c e at least i n r a t h e r s o l e m n 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , d u r i n g the e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e d i c t a t o r 
ship 's r e c o r d i n the Senate . I w a s p u t t i n g f o r w a r d w h a t I 
insist is a r i g o r o u s l y ob jec t ive a n d j u r i d i c a l t h e o r y , w h i c h 
c a n be s u m m e d u p i n the f o l l o w i n g s t a t e m e n t : n e i t h e r t h e 
d i c t a t o r s h i p n o r t h e r e p u b l i c n o r a n y r e v o l u t i o n a r y event 
w h a t s o e v e r c a n be, o r ever has b e e n , j u s t i f i e d i n t e r m s o f 
the p r e v i o u s l y e x i s t i n g l e g a l i t y . E v e r y p o l i t i c a l system i n 
the w o r l d , w i t h o u t a s ingle e x c e p t i o n , was b o r n i n o p e n 
c o n f l i c t w i t h the p r e v a l e n t p o l i t i c a l o r d e r ; for the one 
t h i n g n o p o l i t i c a l o r d e r c a n ever d o is to w i l l a n d b e q u e a t h . 
F o r e x a m p l e , the S p a n i s h R e p u b l i c , whose l e g i t i m a c y I 
d o n o t suppose a n y o n e w i l l q u e s t i o n , w a s b y n o m e a n s the 
n a t u r a l o u t c o m e o f the m u n i c i p a l e lect ions o f A p r i l 12 t h . 
I t w o u l d be a b s u r d to m a i n t a i n t h a t i t was , s ince w i t h i n 
a n y g i v e n j u r i d i c a l f r a m e w o r k , n o fac tor — n o t even o n e 
so s o l e m n as s u c h m o r e o r less w e l l - a t t e n d e d m u n i c i p a l 
e lect ions —• c a n h a v e a n y consequences o t h e r t h a n those 
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e n v i s a g e d s p e c i f i c a l l y b y the p r e v a l e n t l e g a l i t y ; a n d i n the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n o f 1876, w h i c h was i n force at t h e t i m e , there 
was c e r t a i n l y n o m e n t i o n o f a n y t h i n g to the effect t h a t 
w h e n a r e p u b l i c a n p a r t y o r severa l r e p u b l i c a n par t ies 
e m e r g e d v i c t o r i o u s i n a m u n i c i p a l e l e c t i o n , s u c h a v i c t o r y 
w o u l d a u t h o r i z e t h e m to es tabl ish a r e p u b l i c . T h e r e f o r e , 
w h e n the R e v o l u t i o n a r y C o m m i t t e e d e c l a r e d i n the 
Gazette t h a t i t h a d t a k e n p o w e r , the g e n t l e m e n w h o m a d e 
u p this R e v o l u t i o n a r y C o m m i t t e e s i g n e d t h e i r D e c r e e o f 
A p r i l 15th, n o t i n t h e i r c a p a c i t y as d u l y e lec ted c o u n c i l l o r s , 
b u t as m e m b e r s o f the R e v o l u t i o n a r y C o m m i t t e e w h i c h 
h a d a s s u m e d p o w e r o v e r the S p a n i s h b o d y p o l i t i c b y 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y m e a n s as a n e x o r b i t a n t resu l t o f s o m e 
m u n i c i p a l e lect ions . 

T h a t is the w a y i t has a l w a y s b e e n w h e n e v e r a c o n s t i t u 
t i o n a l state o f affairs has b e e n u n d e r m i n e d , a n d therefore 
the d i c t a t o r s h i p , w h i c h d i d u n d e r m i n e a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
state o f affairs, h a d n o n e e d to j u s t i f y i t se l f o n j u r i d i c a l 
g r o u n d s , as t h e M i n i s t e r o f F i n a n c e h a s c l a i m e d . N o t that 
this m e a n s — a n d n o w w e c o m e to the essence o f m y 
a r g u m e n t , i f y o u w i l l be g o o d e n o u g h to h e a r m e o u t — 
t h a t i t h a d n o n e e d to j u s t i f y i t s e l f as a h i s t o r i c a l fact a n d 
a p o l i t i c a l fact . N o w , every fact o f h i s t o r y , every r e g i m e 
i n h i s t o r y , c a n be l o o k e d at i n t w o di f ferent w a y s , a n d this 
I be l ieve to h a v e escaped a t t e n t i o n r a t h e r i n the course o f 
t h e present d e b a t e : a n y p e r i o d o f h i s t o r y c a n be l o o k e d 
u p o n e i t h e r as a series o f anecdotes , o f l o c a l i z e d d a t a , o f 
i s o l a t e d facts, o r else as a g l o b a l p h e n o m e n o n , f r o m a 
g l o b a l p o i n t o f v i e w , i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the p a r t i c u l a r 
d e s t i n y w h i c h a g i v e n h i s t o r i c a l event sets i t se l f f r o m the 
v e r y b e g i n n i n g . T h i s , I feel , has b e e n d i s r e g a r d e d b y a l l 
the cr i t i cs o f the d i c t a t o r s h i p w e h a v e h e a r d here . 

T h e d i c t a t o r s h i p has b e e n s c r u t i n i z e d b y its o p p o n e n t s 
i n the l i g h t o f d e t a i l ; the d i c t a t o r s h i p has been s h r e d d e d 
b y its o p p o n e n t s i n t o a n u m b e r o f p e t t y a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
episodes; a n d , p r e c i s e l y b y o p t i n g for this sphere , the 
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cr i t ics s tood to lose o n a l l counts , for i t was p r e c i s e l y i n the 
honesty a n d ef f ic iency o f its a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t h a t the 
d i c t a t o r s h i p s c o r e d o v e r m o s t o f the p e r i o d s w i t h w h i c h i t 
c a n be c o m p a r e d . I feel sure t h a t i f y o u w i l l b u t j o i n m e 
for a l i t t l e i n this s c r u t i n y . . . {Senor Prieto Tuero: ' Those 
sitting behind you will no doubt answer you on the subject of 
its superiority and honesty.') I h o p e t h a t e v e r y b o d y w i l l r e p l y , 
a n d I h o p e t h a t p e r h a p s S e n o r P r i e t o w i l l d o so h i m s e l f . 
{Senor Prieto Tuero: 'Maybe, maybe.' — Laughter.) 

I f o n e takes the d i c t a t o r s h i p ' s e v e r y a c t i o n a n d a d m i n i 
s trat ive d e c i s i o n i n d i v i d u a l l y , one finds that , l i k e a n y o t h e r 
r e g i m e , i t m a d e a n u m b e r o f m i s t a k e s ; u n d o u b t e d l y there 
w e r e m o m e n t s , as w i t h every o t h e r r e g i m e , w h e n e v e n the 
m o s t zealous a d m i n i s t r a t o r s m a y h a v e f a i l e d to a v o i d 
c o m i n g u p w i t h s o m e t h i n g m o r e o r less d i s p u t a b l e . I 
c h a l l e n g e a n y o n e to s h o w m e a p e r i o d o f g o v e r n m e n t 
l a s t i n g s ix years o f w h i c h t h a t c a n n o t be s a i d . T h a t is 
i n c o n t e s t a b l e . V e r y w e l l t h e n ; the d i c t a t o r s h i p i n c r e a s e d 
the p u b l i c d e b t , for i n s t a n c e . W e a l l agree o n t h a t b y n o w , 
a n d after h a v i n g l i s t e n e d to the present debate w e are 
t i r e d o f h e a r i n g a b o u t i t . A n d yet i t c a n n o t be d e n i e d t h a t 
at o t h e r t imes p r e v i o u s l y the p u b l i c d e b t h a d also b e e n 
i n c r e a s e d , at m o r e o r less the same rate , b u t w i t h o n e 
d i f f e r e n c e : i n the past s u c h increases i n the p u b l i c d e b t 
w e r e used to d e f r a y the c u r r e n t expenses o f r o u t i n e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , w h i l e t h e d i c t a t o r s h i p d i d t a c k l e c e r t a i n 
projects ( a n d S e n o r P r i e t o h i m s e l f a d m i t t e d t h a t m u c h 
w h e n he spoke one d a y i n this v e r y p l a c e a b o u t the 
h y d r a u l i c w o r k s i n progress) , w h i c h m a y c o n c e i v a b l y be 
c o n s i d e r e d to h a v e b e e n o v e r - a m b i t i o u s , b u t w h i c h w e r e 
m o s t c e r t a i n l y i n t e n d e d to p r o v i d e the S p a n i s h e c o n o m y 
w i t h a far s t ronger a n d far b r o a d e r base. T h a t is o b v i o u s . 
I n the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e process, t o o , the d i c t a t o r s h i p m a d e 
w r o n g decis ions, b u t those o f y o u w h o , after its d e m i s e , 
took o v e r the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f the S p a n i s h state, c a n 
n o t d e n y t h a t the d i c t a t o r s h i p d i d i m p a r t to S p a i n ' s 
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a d m i n i s t r a t i v e m a c h i n e r y a degree o f ef f ic iency a n d p r o 
b i t y u n h e a r d o f before. I d o n ' t k n o w w h e t h e r i t was S e n o r 
B a r c i a w h o r e c a l l e d some days ago h o w p r i o r to the 
d i c t a t o r s h i p the r e d o u b t s o f C a b i n e t minis ters a n d the 
v a r i o u s c i v i l service d e p a r t m e n t s w e r e the refuge o f m a n y 
a non-ex is tent f u n c t i o n a r y , o f m a n y w h o h a d n o f u n c t i o n 
i n the c i v i l service except to be l i s t e d a m o n g the es tabl i shed 
staff. Y o u c a n n o t d e n y t h a t the d i c t a t o r s h i p p u t a stop 
to this f a r c i c a l b u r e a u c r a c y w h e r e i n b a r e f a c e d j o b b e r y 
was r a m p a n t . {Senor Trabal: 'The bureaucracy of the 
monarchy.) I f the H o n o u r a b l e M e m b e r w i l l be g o o d 
e n o u g h to l i s t e n to w h a t I h a v e to say . . . i t seems to m e 
t h a t I a m k e e p i n g this d iscuss ion f a i r l y o b j e c t i v e . 

I was s a y i n g t h a t the d i c t a t o r s h i p q u i t e o b v i o u s l y 
i n f u s e d the p u b l i c a d m i n i s t r a t i o n w i t h a n eff ic iency a n d 
p r o b i t y u n h e a r d o f p r i o r to the r e v o l u t i o n a r y event o f 
S e p t e m b e r 13th, 1923. Y o u h a v e persisted i n b e r a t i n g the 
d i c t a t o r s h i p p r e c i s e l y o n this p o i n t , prec ise ly i n the sphere 
o f a d m i n i s t r a t i v e d e t a i l , p r e c i s e l y o n w h a t h a p p e n e d to be 
the d i c t a t o r s h i p ' s s t r e n g t h , a n d t h a t is w h y y o u h a v e g o t 
yourselves — a n d I b e g y o u to h e a r m e o u t , for I s h a l l 
p r e s e n t l y say s o m e t h i n g w h i c h m a y be m o r e agreeable for 
y o u to h e a r — t h a t is w h y y o u h a v e got yourselves i n t o 
the d e a d e n d o f t r y i n g to a p p o r t i o n l i a b i l i t y . F o r t w o years 
n o w y o u h a v e h a d the files, i n w h i c h y o u e x p e c t e d to 
u n e a r t h the greatest monstros i t ies , the vi lest c o r r u p t i o n , i n 
y o u r possession, a n d y o u h a v e n o t m a n a g e d to f i n d a t h i n g , 
y o u h a v e n o t c o m e u p w i t h e v i d e n c e o n w h i c h to base 
l e g a l p r o c e e d i n g s against a n y o n e at a l l . 

W h a t y o u h a v e m a n a g e d to d o , t h o u g h , is to m a k e i t 
i m p o s s i b l e for a n u m b e r o f p e o p l e , w h o s u p p o r t e d the 
d i c t a t o r s h i p i n g o o d f a i t h , w h o h a d g o o d reason to be 
p e r s o n a l l y sensit ive to the p a i n y o u h a v e i n f f i c t e d o n the 
d i c t a t o r s h i p w i t h y o u r often u n f a i r a n d a l w a y s exagger
a t e d c r i t i c i s m , to c o n c e d e t h a t there m a y be s o m e t h i n g to 
w h a t y o u say. W e are a l m o s t p r e p a r e d to d o so n o w at this 
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n e c r o l o g i c a l session — for t h a t is w l i a t a l l o u r l a t e - n i g h t 
sitt ings are t u r n i n g i n t o —• w h e n w e say to y o u t h a t as s o o n 
as y o u w i l l a d m i t t h a t o n the w h o l e the d i c t a t o r s h i p was a 
g o v e r n m e n t whose a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was efficient a n d honest , 
as s o o n as y o u w i l l a d m i t the t r u t h o f t h a t , a l l o f us — 
those w h o b e a r a b u r d e n o f filial p i e t y a n d those w h o d o 
n o t — a l l o f us w h o are p a r t o f the g e n e r a t i o n t h a t has 
e n t e r e d p o l i t i c s after the y e a r 1930 w i l l g r a n t y o u t h a t as a 
p o l i t i c a l e x p e r i m e n t the d i c t a t o r s h i p was a f a i l u r e . 

F o r w h i l e I d i d say t h a t a r e v o l u t i o n a r y r e g i m e c a n n o t 
ever v i n d i c a t e its l e g i t i m a c y i n terms o f the p r e v i o u s 
r e g i m e ' s l e g a l i t y , w h i l e I d i d say t h a t a r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
r e g i m e c a n never r e l y o n its b i r t h cert i f icate to v a l i d a t e 
its existence, I a m b o u n d to g r a n t y o u t h a t a r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
r e g i m e ' s j u s t i f i c a t i o n m u s t a l w a y s be its r e c o r d , its r e c o r d 
as seen i n the l i g h t o f h i s t o r y a n d n o t o f a n e c d o t e , its 
r e c o r d as i t emerges f r o m a c o m p a r i s o n b e t w e e n the a i m s 
w h i c h the r e v o l u t i o n a r y r e g i m e i n q u e s t i o n set i t s e l f w h e n 
i t first b r o k e w i t h the p r e v i o u s system a n d the s i t u a t i o n i t 
left b e h i n d w h e n i t c a m e to the e n d o f its c y c l e . A n d this 
is w h e r e the d i c t a t o r s h i p ' s r e a l f a i l u r e l ies. T h e d i c t a t o r s h i p 
d i s r u p t e d the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l o r d e r p r e v a i l i n g at the t i m e 
a n d l a u n c h e d the f a t h e r l a n d o n a r e v o l u t i o n a r y process, 
w h i c h u n f o r t u n a t e l y i t p r o v e d i n c a p a b l e o f c o m p l e t i n g . 
W h e n the d i c t a t o r s h i p m e t its e n d , t h a t c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
o r d e r , p r a c t i c a l l y u n c h a n g e d except p e r h a p s for the s y m p 
t o m s o f a n a e m i a i n d i c a t i v e o f a n e a r l y d e a t h , m a d e a 
c h e e r f u l c o m e - b a c k w i t h a l l those defects the d i c t a t o r s h i p 
h a d f o u n d w h e n i t b e g a n o n S e p t e m b e r 13th, 1923. A n d 
this c a m e a b o u t , because the d i c t a t o r s h i p was e m b o d i e d 
— a n d y o u c a n see t h a t w h e n I speak o f this p e r i o d i n o u r 
h i s t o r y I m a n a g e f a i r l y w e l l to d i s r e g a r d a l l the i n d u c e 
m e n t s o f b l o o d r e l a t i o n s h i p — b y a t r u l y e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
m a n , b y a m a n so e x t r a o r d i n a r y t h a t h a d he b e e n less so 
h e w o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n a b l e to keep a b a l a n c e so 

p r e c a r i o u s for s ix l o n g years, 
a 
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T h e d i c t a t o r s h i p , w h i c h , as I was s a y i n g , was e m b o d i e d 
i n a t r u l y e x t r a o r d i n a r y m a n , a m a n w h o was e n d o w e d — 
a n d I a m sure t h a t n o one w i l l g a i n s a y t h i s ; n o n e o t h e r 
t h a n O r t e g a y Gasset has s a i d i t , w h o was one o f his most 
tenac ious o p p o n e n t s — e n d o w e d w i t h a w a r m h e a r t , a 
t e m p e r e d s p i r i t a n d a n e x t r e m e l y l u c i d m i n d , a m a n w h o 
h a d a gift o f i n t u i t i o n a n d d i v i n a t i o n a n d u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
the l i k e o f w h i c h few m e n possess; t h a t d i c t a t o r s h i p 
t u r n e d o u t to h a v e o n e def ic iency , was l a c k i n g the o n e 
t h i n g w i t h o u t w h i c h i t is i m p o s s i b l e to m a k e a n y r e g i m e 
w o r k . T h e d i c t a t o r s h i p l a c k e d d i a l e c t i c e legance. 

A t the t i m e , t h a t was e n t i r e l y e x c u s a b l e . 
N o w a d a y s , a n u m b e r o f systems w h i c h h a v e r e a c h e d a 

state o f c o n c e p t u a l m a t u r i t y are b e i n g t r i e d o u t i n the 
w o r l d . I n the y e a r 1923, n o d o c t r i n e c a p a b l e o f r e p l a c i n g 
the l i b e r a l , d e m o c r a t i c , bourgeois d o c t r i n e o f the states 
t h e n i n existence h a d as yet b e e n f u l l y e l a b o r a t e d . I f y o u 
t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t t h a t the g e n e r a l o f 1923 c a m e to p o w e r 
o n l y e leven m o n t h s after M u s s o l i n i , i t m a y seem a m a z i n g 
t h a t h e s h o u l d h a v e i n t u i t i v e l y e v o l v e d a l l the c o n c e p t u a l 
bases o f a system, w h e n i n fact i t has t a k e n M u s s o l i n i ' s 
system t e n o r t w e l v e years to p r o d u c e the b i b l i o g r a p h y 
w h i c h n o w serves to j u s t i f y i t a posteriori. G e n e r a l P r i m o de 
R i v e r a h a d n o t h i n g o f the sort to h e l p h i m ; he h a d to 
k e e p d i v i n i n g the i n t i m a t e r a t i o n a l e o f his e v e r y a c t i o n , 
a n d he d i d e x a c t l y that , m o r e o r less m i r a c u l o u s l y for a l l 
o f s ix y e a r s ; b u t u n h a p p i l y , n o r e g i m e c a n m a i n t a i n i t s e l f 
unless i t m a n a g e s to r e c r u i t the s u p p o r t o f the y o u n g 
g e n e r a t i o n o f its t i m e , a n d i n o r d e r to r e c r u i t a y o u n g 
g e n e r a t i o n i t needs to h i t o n e x a c t l y the r i g h t w o r d s , i t 
needs to h i t o n e x a c t l y the r i g h t f o r m u l a o f c o n c e p t u a l 
express ion. T h i s is w h a t G e n e r a l P r i m o de R i v e r a f a i l e d 
to a c c o m p l i s h , w h a t i n d e e d c o u l d n o t be a c c o m p l i s h e d at 
t h a t t i m e , a n d t h a t is w h y the i n t e l l e c t u a l s n e v e r u n d e r 
s t o o d h i m , w h o m i g h t easi ly h a v e c o m e to a n u n d e r 
s t a n d i n g w i t h h i m five years l a t e r . A n d for this b o t h the 



A N A S S E S S M E N T O F T H E D I C T A T O R S H I P I I 5 

i n t e l l e c t u a l s a n d G e n e r a l P r i m o de R i v e r o are to b l a m e . 
P o s s i b l y G e n e r a l P r i m o de R i v e r a c o u l d h a v e h a d a 
m o r e t i m e l y a p p r e c i a t i o n o f the i n t e l l e c t u a l i d i o m , the 
d i a l e c t i c a l i d i o m o f the i n t e l l e c t u a l s ; at the s a m e t i m e i t is 
o b v i o u s t h a t the i n t e l l e c t u a l s , b e i n g i n t e l l e c t u a l s , w e r e 
d u t y b o u n d to use t h e i r i m a g i n a t i o n a l i t t l e m o r e . T h e 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s f a i l e d to u n d e r s t a n d h i m a n d t u r n e d t h e i r 
backs o n h i m ; together w i t h the i n t e l l e c t u a l s , the y o u n g 
p e o p l e t u r n e d t h e i r backs o n h i m , a n d t h a t is h o w G e n e r a l 
P r i m o de R i v e r a f o u n d h i m s e l f i n t h a t t e r r i b l y t r a g i c 
s i t u a t i o n I h a v e a l r e a d y d e s c r i b e d o n o t h e r occasions, i n 
w h i c h a l m o s t everyone w h o e m b a r k s o n a process o f 
p o l i t i c a l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o r a n y process w i t h p r o f o u n d 
s o c i a l i m p l i c a t i o n s i n S p a i n finds h imsel f . E x c e p t i n g a 
s m a l l n u m b e r o f l o y a l a n d i n t e l l i g e n t c o l l a b o r a t o r s . 
G e n e r a l P r i m o de R i v e r a was n o t u n d e r s t o o d b y those w h o 
d o t e d o n h i m a n d d i d n o t e n d e a r h i m s e l f to those w h o 
c o u l d h a v e u n d e r s t o o d h i m . 

T h a t is to say, i f o n l y the i n t e l l e c t u a l s , w h o h a d l o n g 
b e e n h a n k e r i n g after a r e v o l u t i o n a r y t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
o f S p a i n f r o m b e l o w o r f r o m a b o v e , h a d u n d e r s t o o d the 
g e n e r a l , there c o u l d h a v e been a r e v o l u t i o n . B u t t h e y d i d 
n o t u n d e r s t a n d h i m , a n d he was a p p r e c i a t e d i n s t e a d b y 
those w h o , for o n e reason o r a n o t h e r , h a d n o t the sl ightest 
w i s h for a n y k i n d o f r e v o l u t i o n . I a m pos i t ive t h a t G e n e r a l 
P r i m o de R i v e r a was f u l l y a w a r e o f this a n d t h a t this 
was the t r a g e d y t h a t b l i g h t e d the last t w o years o f his 
d i c t a t o r s h i p . I t was his great a n d h o n o u r a b l e t r a g e d y , so 
g e n u i n e a t r a g e d y t h a t , w h e n he s a w t h a t his w o r k was 
essent ia l ly a f a i l u r e , i t cost h i m n o less t h a n his l i fe . 

T h e r e v o l u t i o n the d i c t a t o r s h i p s h o u l d h a v e m a d e was 
th is . F o r a l o n g t i m e past S p a i n h a d l e d a d r e a r y l i fe , a 
m e a n l i fe , a d o l e f u l l i fe , c a u g h t b e t w e e n t w o flagstones, 
w h i c h h a v e resisted a l l efforts to destroy t h e m to this d a y : 
the pressure f r o m a b o v e signifies the l a c k o f a n y h i s t o r i c a l 
a m b i t i o n , the l a c k o f a n y h i s t o r i c a l in teres t ; the pressure 
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f r o m b e l o w , the l a c k o f r e a l s o c i a l j u s t i c e . T h e l a c k o f 
h i s t o r i c a l interest w e o w e to t h i r t y o r f o r t y years o f 
p e s s i m i s m , to o u r n o t h a v i n g f o u n d a n y t h i n g to b i n d us a l l 
together i n a c o m m o n effort for a c o m m o n cause. T h e l a c k 
o f s o c i a l j u s t i c e w e o w e to the fact that , w h i l e w e h a v e 
so f a r b e e n s p a r e d — a n d w e s h a l l n o t cease to bless the 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s — a l l the h o r r o r s o f large-scale i n d u s t r y , o f 
the large-scale i n d u s t r y t h a t has u n l e a s h e d one o f the 
greatest w o r l d crises o f a l l t i m e , w e h a v e to a d m i t t h a t o u r 
r u r a l l i fe , l i fe i n o u r s m a l l t o w n s a n d o u r v i l lages , is 
a b s o l u t e l y i n h u m a n a n d i n d e f e n s i b l e . T h o u g h S p a i n is 
m o r e t h a n l a r g e e n o u g h to s u p p o r t f o r t y m i l l i o n i n 
h a b i t a n t s , the system, because o f a n a b s u r d d i s t r i b u t i o n o f 
l a n d o w n e r s h i p a n d a n i n c o n c e i v a b l e b a c k w a r d n e s s o f 
i r r i g a t i o n n e t w o r k s , is s u c h that t w o m i l l i o n f a m i l i e s at 
least l i v e i n far worse c o n d i t i o n s t h a n h o u s e h o l d a n i m a l s 
a n d a l m o s t t h a n w i l d a n i m a l s . F o r ins tance I m y s e l f a m 
the M e m b e r o f the C o r t e s for a p a r t o f A n d a l u s i a ; i n the 
course o f the e l e c t i o n c a m p a i g n I h a d to go to a v i l l a g e 
c a l l e d P r a d o d e l R e y w i t h m y f r i e n d a n d c o m r a d e 
F r a n c i s c o M o r e n o . W h e n w e a r r i v e d at the v i l l a g e , w h e r e 
I d o n o t t h i n k a n y o n e h a d ever v e n t u r e d before, n o t e v e n 
for the p u r p o s e o f c a n v a s s i n g , i t w a s p o u r i n g w i t h r a i n . 
T h e streets w e r e m o r e l i k e r a v i n e s , l ines w i t h l a i r s far 
v i l e r t h a n a n y w h e r e farmers k e e p t h e i r l ives tock . W e 
f o u n d p e o p l e there w h o h a d n o t the vaguest n o t i o n o f 
c u l t u r e , h u m a n c o m p a n i o n s h i p , c o m f o r t o r h y g i e n e . 
S i n c e i t was a c o l d d a y , w e w e r e t r a v e l l i n g b y c a r a n d w e 
w e r e n a t u r a l l y w e a r i n g o u r overcoats . W h e n w e t r i e d o u t 
o u r e l e c t i o n p r o p a g a n d a , the p e o p l e o f P r a d o d e l R e y 
c a m e o u t o f t h e i r houses a n d s t a r t e d p e l t i n g us w i t h stones. 
I c a n t e l l y o u t h a t i n the depths o f m y h e a r t I was h o p i n g 
t h a t n o n e o f t h e m w o u l d h i t m e i n the n e c k ; b u t I c a n t e l l 
y o u also t h a t i n the depths o f m y h e a r t I h a d to a d m i t t h a t , 
c o m i n g as w e d i d i n cars a n d w e a r i n g r e l a t i v e l y p leasant 
overcoats , w e w e r e p r o v i d i n g those p e o p l e o f P r a d o d e l 
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R e y w i t h every excuse for t h r o w i n g a l l t h e i r stones at us. 
W e l l t h e n , the v e r y fact t h a t there are p e o p l e i n S p a i n 

l i v i n g l i k e t h a t , the fact t h a t S p a i n has n o h i s t o r i c a l issue 
i n the w o r l d to l i v e for a n d is subjected to a s o c i a l system 
t h a t is t o t a l l y unjust , is r e s p o n s i b l e for the fact t h a t S p a i n ' s 
r e v o l u t i o n is s t i l l o u t s t a n d i n g . A n d s ince the p e o p l e are 
i n s t i n c t i v e l y a w a r e o f this , w h e n S e p t e m b e r 13th, 1923, 
c a m e to pass, t h e y b e l i e v e d t h a t those t w o flagstones, 
w h i c h h a v e k e p t the l i fe o f S p a i n so d r e a r y , so m e a n , so 
d o l e f u l , w e r e f i n a l l y g o i n g to be s m a s h e d f r o m a b o v e a n d 
f r o m b e l o w . T h a t is w h y the p e o p l e w e r e o n the side o f the 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y e x p e r i m e n t o f S e p t e m b e r 13th, 1923, a n d 
i f the d i c t a t o r s h i p f a i l e d , i t f a i l e d n o t because i t h a n d l e d 
the affairs o f state i n e f f i c i e n t l y , n o t because i t gave shelter 
to s o m e dishonest d e a l o r o t h e r ; w i t h t r a g i c g r a n d e u r , 
i t f a i l e d — a n d y o u c a n see t h a t w e are a b l e to say this 
w i t h o u t o f f e n d i n g e a c h o t h e r i n a n y w a y — because i t 
f a i l e d to f u l f i l its r e v o l u t i o n a r y m i s s i o n . 

See h o w I leave to one side a l l p e r s o n a l feelings a n d 
divest m y s e l f o f a l l p a s s i o n , h o w e v e r u n d e r s t a n d a b l e , i n 
o r d e r to l o o k at the a c h i e v e m e n t s a n d the f a i l u r e o f the 
d i c t a t o r s h i p f r o m this p o i n t o f v i e w . 

B u t y o u w i l l r e a d i l y u n d e r s t a n d t h a t m y d i s q u i s i t i o n 
w o u l d serve n o p u r p o s e i f I c o n f i n e d m y s e l f to a m o r e o r 
less l i t e r a r y essay o n a h i s t o r i c a l process l o n g past. I f these 
debates are o f a n y use at a l l , t h e y are useful i n so far as t h e y 
h o l d lessons for w h a t c a m e after, a n d I be l ieve i t to be 
r a t h e r useful to h e e d these lessons at the present t i m e , 
w h e n w e c a n see the r e v o l u t i o n o f A p r i l 14th, 1931, 
s h u n t i n g i t se l f o n to the same s i d i n g as the r e v o l u t i o n o f 
S e p t e m b e r 13th, 1923. {Senor Trabal: 'Where is the man 
responsible for the siding?') 

* 

O n A p r i l 14th, 1931, w e s a w a p h e n o m e n o n o f p o p u l a r 
r e j o i c i n g s i m i l a r to t l ie one t h a t o c c u r r e d o n S e p t e m b e r 
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13th, 1923. O n A p r i l 14th, 1931, a m i l l e n a r i a n i n s t i t u t i o n 
c o l l a p s e d ; I feel sure t h a t a l l o f y o u m u s t respect those 
w h o s e hearts were filled w i t h p a i n f u l s o r r o w o n t h a t 
o c c a s i o n at the s ight o f the d o w n f a l l o f a n i n s t i t u t i o n t h a t 
h a d l a s t e d m a n y centur ies a n d t h a t h a d m a n y t imes 
a f f o r d e d S p a i n m o m e n t s o f g l o r y . B u t aside f r o m this , 
as ide f r o m this p a i n w h i c h set a few a p a r t f r o m the j o y 
o f the m a j o r i t y , A p r i l 14th flooded S p a i n w i t h the same 
k i n d o f j o y as t h a t s p a r k e d off" b y S e p t e m b e r 13th, 1923. 
{Murmurings. Several Honourable Members make remarks 
which cannot be heard.) T h o s e i n t e r r u p t i n g m e seem a l l too 
eager to d i s p u t e a q u a n t i t a t i v e assessment, w h e n i n fact I 
a m m a k i n g a q u a l i t a t i v e assessment, w h i c h is w h y I a m 
s p e a k i n g o f the same k i n d o f j o y . F o r w h a t m a d e those w h o 
w e r e h a p p y at t h a t t i m e so h a p p y was the h o p e t h a t w e 
w e r e o n c e a g a i n p u t t i n g ourselves i n a p o s i t i o n w h e r e the 
flagstone o f a w a n t o f a m b i t i o n a n d h i s t o r i c a l p u r p o s e 
w o u l d be b r o k e n f r o m a b o v e a n d t h e flagstone o f a w a n t 
o f s o c i a l j u s t i c e w o u l d be b r o k e n f r o m b e l o w . W i t h r e g a r d 
to the h i s t o r i c a l aspect, the r e v o l u t i o n o f A p r i l 14th 
s e e m e d to h o l d o u t t h e p r o m i s e t h a t S p a i n w o u l d be g i v e n 
b a c k a c o m m o n p u r p o s e a n d a c o m m o n m i s s i o n . I t is n o t , 
i n fact , so s i m p l e to g l e a n w h a t e x a c t l y this m i s s i o n w a s ; 
b u t the r e v o l u t i o n o f A p r i l 14th was l u c k y e n o u g h to h a v e 
a g o o d t u n e . S e n o r G i l R o b l e s believes t h a t p o l i t i c a l 
m o v e m e n t s d o n o t n e e d a g o o d t u n e . B u t there has n e v e r 
b e e n a n i n t e r e s t i n g p o l i t i c a l m o v e m e n t w i t h o u t a g o o d 
t u n e , a n d the r e v o l u t i o n o f A p r i l 14th h a d one , a p a r t i c u 
l a r l y g o o d o n e . . . [Senor Trabal: 'The Riego Anthem.' — 
Laughter.) N o t the R i e g o A n t h e m , b u t the s p l e n d i d t u n e 
c o n t a i n e d p r i m a r i l y i n t h e m e m o r a b l e mani fes to p e n n e d 
b y O r t e g a y Gasset , M a r a i i o n a n d P^rez de A y a l a . T h a t 
m a n i f e s t o , w r i t t e n i n the v e r y finest prose o f those masters 
o f prose , spoke o f m o v i n g f u l l s t e a m a h e a d o n a n e w 
course , o f a l l o f us g e t t i n g together o n a n e w , u n b l e m i s h e d 
a n d e n v i a b l e u n d e r t a k i n g . 
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T h a t is w h a t i t s a i d , m o r e o r less, because I a m q u o t 
i n g f r o m m e m o r y . {Senor Teodomiro Menendez: 'Musically 
speaking it was quite a street band, make no mistake!' — 
Laughter.) I d o n o t k n o w w h a t i t was ' m u s i c a l l y s p e a k i n g ' ; 
b u t , g i v e n o u r h o p e t h a t a n e w course h a d r e a l l y b e e n 
f o u n d a t t r a c t i v e e n o u g h to m a k e a l l o f us go o n b o a r d 
s h i p together , i t was t h a t t u n e w h i c h c o n v i n c e d m o s t o f us 
w h o w e n t to the p o l l s o n A p r i l 12th. A n d t h e n , w i t h 
r e g a r d to the s o c i a l b a c k g r o u n d , the r e v o l u t i o n o f A p r i l 
14th b r o u g h t — its m o s t p r o f o u n d a n d m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g 
c o n t r i b u t i o n — n o t h i n g less t h a n the i n t e g r a t i o n o f the 
socialists i n t o a g o v e r n m e n t n o t e x c l u s i v e l y p r o l e t a r i a n . 
T h i s was i n d e e d a f a s c i n a t i n g p r o p o s i t i o n ; for o n c e the 
social ists s t o p p e d b e i n g a class m o v e m e n t , a n e x c l u s i v e l y 
p r o l e t a r i a n m o v e m e n t , a n d s i g n e d u p i n a m o v e m e n t t h a t 
h a d w e l l a n d t r u l y a n a t i o n a l l o o k a b o u t i t . I t was to b e 
h o p e d — a n d p r o b a b l y this was the i n s t i n c t i v e j u s t i f i c a 
t i o n for a l l the r e j o i c i n g o n A p r i l 14th — t h a t w i t h the 
c o - o p e r a t i o n o f the social ists , re leased at last f r o m n a r r o w 
class interests, the i m p e t u s , the sense o f p u r p o s e , the 
n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y w e h a d so l o n g b e e n l a c k i n g , m i g h t 
be r e c o v e r e d o n c e m o r e . 

A l a s , the p r o m i s e s o f A p r i l 14th h a v e r e m a i n e d as 
u n f u l f i l l e d as ever those o f S e p t e m b e r 13th. A n d the b l a m e 
for this m u s t g o , i n i t i a l l y , to the first r e p u b l i c a n g o v e r n 
m e n t s ; for these g o v e r n m e n t s h a d a s p l e n d i d o p p o r t u n i t y 
i n t h e i r grasp to m a k e a r e a l r e v o l u t i o n a n d to d o so 
w i t h o u t a r o u s i n g a n i m o s i t y ; t h e y c o u l d h a v e m a d e a 
r e v o l u t i o n for e v e r y o n e , t h e r e v o l u t i o n e v e r y o n e w a s 
n e e d i n g . I n s t e a d , n o b o d y k n o w s w h y ( a n d n o n e o f y o u 
w i l l be a b l e to refute t h i s ) , t h e y chose to w h i l e a w a y the 
t i m e t o y i n g w i t h w h a t a m o u n t s to a caste l e g i s l a t i o n a n d 
p r e p a r i n g p e t t y t r i a l s , w h e n n o t h i n g erodes a r e g i m e q u i t e 
as m u c h as a n y a t t e m p t to e l u c i d a t e the l i a b i l i t i e s o f 
p r e v i o u s r e g i m e s ; t h e y a m u s e d themselves s e a r c h i n g for 
a l l the s m a l l th ings l i k e l y to d i v i d e a p e o p l e r a r e l y so u n i t e d 
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as o n t h a t A p r i l 14th, 1931, w h e n v e r y few i n d e e d a b 
s t a i n e d f r o m the g e n e r a l r e j o i c i n g . 

B u t i t so h a p p e n s that , after t h a t e x p e r i e n c e , w h e n i t 
l o o k e d as t h o u g h p e o p l e w e r e r e f r a i n i n g f r o m t h r o w i n g 
the r e p u b l i c ' s n a t i o n a l s p i r i t o u t o f the w i n d o w as t h e y 
h a d b e e n d o i n g , w h e n w e h a d got past the t i m e w h e n the 
r e p u b l i c d i d a l l i t c o u l d to seem a n t i - n a t i o n a l , w e n o w 
h a v e a r e p u b l i c w h i c h , j u s t as i t stops seeth ing w i t h 
r e s e n t m e n t , t h r o w s o u t o f the w i n d o w the o t h e r h a l f o f its 
c o n t e n t , a l l the s o c i a l c o n t e n t w h i c h seemed to j u s t i f y its 
existence. Because i t so h a p p e n s t h a t y o u h a v e n o w 
d e c i d e d to d o w i t h o u t the socialists a n d are r e p e a l i n g a 
n u m b e r o f s o c i a l l a w s , w h i c h m a y h a v e b e e n g o o d o r m a y 
h a v e b e e n b a d , w i t h o u t i n a n y w a y r e p l a c i n g t h e m w i t h 
n e w ones. A t this v e r y m o m e n t y o u are u p h o l d i n g the 
p r i n c i p l e o f a u t h o r i t y at a n y cost, y o u are g i v i n g socia l is t 
t o w n c o u n c i l s the sack, often w i t h g o o d r e a s o n ; b u t at this 
v e r y m o m e n t the r e p u b l i c is b e i n g g o v e r n e d i n e x a c t l y 
the same c o n s e r v a t i v e v e i n as i n the y e a r 1921. Y o u w i l l 
r e a d i l y u n d e r s t a n d t h a t I m y s e l f h a v e n o t the sl ightest 
cause to w a n t to see a r e v o l u t i o n i n the streets; I d o n o t 
t h i n k t h a t there is a n y n e e d for us w h a t s o e v e r to o r g a n i z e 
a n y street r i o t s ; b u t i t seems to m e t h a t i f the r e p u b l i c 
fails to i m p l e m e n t the s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n i t h a d p r o m i s e d , 
i f the s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n is n o t i m p l e m e n t e d c a l m l y a n d 
serenely b y those i n g o v e r n m e n t , there c a n be n o t the 
sl ightest j u s t i f i c a t i o n for the fact t h a t the re ins o f g o v e r n 
m e n t are at th is t i m e i n the h a n d s o f the r e p u b l i c . 

I f y o u disagree, t e l l m e w h e t h e r y o u c a n see m u c h o f 
a d i f ference — w i t h d u e respect to the p e o p l e i n v o l v e d , 
m o s t o f w h o m are as i r r e p r o a c h a b l e as w e r e those others 
— b e t w e e n a l l these c o n s e r v a t i v e e lements , w i t h t h e i r 
exquis i te m a n n e r s a n d i n f i n i t e l y p e a c e a b l e i n t e n t i o n s , w h o 
s u p p o r t the present g o v e r n m e n t o f the r e p u b l i c , a n d the 
P a t r i o t i c U n i o n w h i c h s u p p o r t e d the g o v e r n m e n t o f the 
d i c t a t o r s h i p . {Murmurings.) 
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{The Speaker: 'We are duty bound to warn Senor Primo de 
Rivera that this session cannot be extended and must end at 
quarter to one.') 

W i t h the five m i n u t e s left to m e a n d a n o t h e r three w h i c h 
the S p e a k e r w i l l g ive m e as a present , I h o p e to c o m e to the 
e n d o f m y speech. 

I d o w a n t to say a l l th is , a n d I a m d e l i g h t e d to see t h a t 
m y w o r d s , i n s t e a d o f r a i s i n g the t e m p e r a t u r e , h a v e s p r e a d 
a c e r t a i n g o o d w i l l a b r o a d . I h a d to say a l l this i n o r d e r to 
ask y o u to u n d e r s t a n d t h a t i f y o u n g p e o p l e are at present 
o u t o f t o u c h w i t h the r u l i n g part ies a n d the o p p o s i t i o n 
p a r t i e s , i t is n o t because t h e y are i t c h i n g to p l a y at b e i n g 
fasc is ts -about- town. N o t h i n g c o u l d be f u r t h e r f r o m o u r 
m i n d s . I f o n e has r e a c h e d , as I h a v e d o n e , a p o l i t i c a l 
p o s i t i o n at the e n d o f a r o a d as d r a m a t i c as the o n e I 
h a v e h a d to t r a v e l , w h e r e I h a v e h a d to suflfer m u c h i n 
m y i n n e r m o s t b e i n g , one does n o t step i n t o the o u t s i d e 
w o r l d , one does n o t g i v e u p one's peace a n d q u i e t , one's 
profess ion, one's n o r m a l w a y o f l i fe , the c h a n c e to c u l t i v a t e 
one's m i n d , the c h a n c e to l i v e far f r o m t h e noise a n d 
bust le i n that s i lence w h i c h a l o n e c a n g ive rise to the most 
f r u i t f u l w o r k , o n e does n o t g i v e u p a l l that , I say, for the 
p leasure o f r a i s i n g one's a r m to salute a n d to a n n o y the 
H o n o u r a b l e M i n i s t e r o f the I n t e r i o r , w h o fines one f r o m 
t i m e t o t i m e . T h a t is n o t w h y . W e b e h a v e the w a y w e d o 
because o u r g e n e r a t i o n , w h i c h m a y s t i l l h a v e some t h i r t y 
o r f o r t y years to l i v e , refuses to be r e s i g n e d to l i v i n g yet 
a g a i n w i t h i n the n a r r o w confines i m p o s e d b y a l a c k o f 
h i s t o r i c a l p u r p o s e o n the one h a n d a n d a l a c k o f s o c i a l 
j u s t i c e o n the o t h e r . O n c e a g a i n these are t w o c l e a r l y 
separate miss ions . W e h a v e a g o v e r n m e n t t h a t does n o t 
b e a r a n y g r u d g e , b u t w h i c h is n o t r e v o l u t i o n a r y e i t h e r ; 
a n d o n the o t h e r h a n d w e h a v e y o u socialists s u b m e r g e d 
o n c e a g a i n i n the class s t ruggle a n d d i s c o n n e c t e d f r o m the 
n a t i o n a l m i s s i o n w h i c h y o u h a d at o n e t i m e t a k e n as y o u r 
o w n . 
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N o t l o n g ago, D o n F e r n a n d o de los Ri'os was s p e a k i n g 
here a b o u t the w o r k s o f the S p a n i s h M i s s i o n s [ i n the N e w 
W o r l d ] ; a l i t t l e l a t e r he spoke to m e i n the c o r r i d o r s a b o u t 
the e m o t i o n s w i t h w h i c h i n A m e r i c a he h a d f o l l o w e d the 
traces o f the S p a n i s h c o n q u i s t a d o r s ; a n d I s a i d to D o n 
F e r n a n d o de los R i o s : T h e d a y y o u a p p l y these things y o u 
are t e l l i n g us, this S p a n i s h e m o t i o n y o u p u t i n t o y o u r 
w o r d s w h e n y o u address us, to the t r a d e u n i o n s , n o one 
w i l l d a r e a n y l o n g e r to s t a n d i n the w a y o f the S o c i a l i s t 
P a r t y ; for i f the Soc ia l i s t P a r t y m a k e s enemies for i t s e l f 
a n d m a y d o so m o r e a n d m o r e every d a y , s ince t h e 
S o c i a l i s t Y o u t h o r g a n i z a t i o n is m o v i n g a w a y f r o m this 
n a t i o n a l s p i r i t , i t is because the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y w i l l insist 
o n t a r t i n g i t s e l f u p w i t h a n a n t i - n a t i o n a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 
w h i c h is c o l d l y i r r e l e v a n t to S p a n i s h l i fe . I f the S o c i a l i s t 
P a r t y one d a y p l e d g e d i t se l f to a n a t i o n a l des t iny , a n d , 
e q u a l l y , i f the r e p u b l i c , w i t h its n a t i o n a l pretens ions , o n e 
d a y a c q u i r e d social ist substance, t h a t d a y w e w o u l d n o 
l o n g e r h a v e to go a b o u t s a l u t i n g w i t h one a r m r a i s e d h i g h , 
n e i t h e r w o u l d w e h a v e to l a y ourselves o p e n a n y l o n g e r to 
b e i n g s toned o r , w h a t is worse , to b e i n g m i s u n d e r s t o o d ; 
t h a t d a y , the d a y S p a i n r e c o v e r e d its m i s s i o n c o n s i s t i n g 
o f these t w o things together, most o f us w o u l d , be l ieve m e , 
go b a c k q u i e t l y to o u r v a r i o u s professions. 

A n d i f this n o c t u r n a l session, this n e c r o l o g i c a l session 
as I c a l l e d i t e a r l i e r — i f this d e b a t e , d u r i n g w h i c h I h a v e 
h a d to l is ten to some s o r r y th ings — n o t m a n y , t h o u g h , 
s ince y o u h a v e b e e n t a c t f u l e n o u g h to steer c l e a r o f t h e m 
m o s t o f the t i m e — i f this debate w o u l d o n l y p e r s u a d e us 
to t h i n k o f the d i c t a t o r s h i p a n d its w o r k s as o f s o m e t h i n g 
t h a t is sett led o n c e a n d for a l l , t h a t is c a n c e l l e d respect
f u l l y , h i s t o r i c a l l y , o b j e c t i v e l y , w i t h d u e a c k n o w l e d g m e n t 
o f services r e n d e r e d , w i t h d u e a c k n o w l e d g m e n t o f a l l its 
upr ightness , w i t h d u e a c k n o w l e d g m e n t o f the a d m i r a b l e 
self-sacrifice o f h i m w h o was its i n c a r n a t i o n , a n d i f i t 
w o u l d o n l y p e r s u a d e us to m a k e c o m m o n cause, r a t h e r 
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t h a n to keep s n i p i n g at e a c h other , w i t h a w i l l to a c h i e v i n g 
together s o m e t h i n g u t t e r l y S p a n i s h a n d p r o f o u n d l y s o c i a l , 
t h e n I p r o m i s e y o u — n o t o n m y o w n b e h a l f w h i c h m a t t e r s 
least o f a l l , b u t o n b e h a l f o f h i m w h o c a n n o l o n g e r speak 
b u t w h o w o u l d h a v e felt j u s t the same — I w o u l d h o l d a l l 
t h e unfairness a n d a l l the bitterness to be h a p p i l y th ings 
o f the past. {Hear! Hear! — Applause.) 



L E T T E R T O G E N E R A L F R A N C O 

M a d r i d , S e p t e m b e r 2 4 t h , 1934 

D e a r G e n e r a l , T h e s e m o m e n t s I s p e n d w r i t i n g to y o u m a y 
w e l l be the last c h a n c e w e h a v e o f c o m m u n i c a t i n g w i t h 
e a c h o t h e r ; m y last c h a n c e to serve S p a i n b y w r i t i n g to 
y o u . T h i s is w h y I d o n o t hesitate to take the o p p o r t u n i t y , 
t h o u g h at first s ight i t m a y seem i m p e r t i n e n t o f m e . I feel 
sure t h a t at this p e r i l o u s t i m e y o u w i l l g l e a n f r o m the v e r y 
first l ines the t r u e m e a n i n g o f m y p u r p o s e a n d w i l l n o t 
find i t d i f f i c u l t to forg ive m y t a k i n g this l i b e r t y . 

T h e i d e a c a m e to m e , m o r e o r less v a g u e l y , as I w a s t a l k 
i n g a few days ago w i t h the M i n i s t e r o f the I n t e r i o r . Y o u 
k n o w , o f course , w h a t is a foot : n o t o n e o f those r i o t o u s 
u p r i s i n g s i n the streets, w h i c h the c i v i l g u a r d has a l w a y s 
p u t d o w n w i t h ease, b u t a m a s t e r l y c o u p a l o n g the l ines 
l a i d d o w n b y T r o t s k y , w h i c h m a y c o n c e i v a b l y be l e d b y 
T r o t s k y h i m s e l f (there is g o o d reason to suppose t h a t he 
m a y be i n S p a i n ) . T h e a r m s ra ids h a v e r e v e a l e d t w o 
t h i n g s : o n the o n e h a n d , e v i d e n c e t h a t there are some r e a l 
a r m o u r i e s a b o u t ; o n the o t h e r , the l u d i c r o u s i n s i g n i f i c a n c e 
o f the a c t u a l h a u l s o f a r m s . I n o t h e r w o r d s , the a r m o u r i e s 
are still in existence. T h e y c o n t a i n first-rate w e a p o n s , m a n y 
o f t h e m o f better q u a l i t y t h a n those issued to the r e g u l a r 
a r m y . A n d these w e a p o n s w i l l be i n expert h a n d s ; w h i l e 
the orders the h a n d l e r s o b e y w i l l i n a l l l i k e l i h o o d be v e r y 
c o m p e t e n t l y g i v e n . A l l this against a b a c k c l o t h o f r a m p a n t 
s o c i a l i n d i s c i p l i n e ( y o u w i l l h a v e seen the l i t e r a r y a b a n d o n 
o f the w o r k i n g - c l a s s press), o f c o m m u n i s t p r o p a g a n d a i n 
the b a r r a c k s a n d even i n the c i v i l g u a r d , w i t h the state 
t o t a l l y d i v e s t e d o f a n y p r o f o u n d a n d r e s p o n s i b l e sense o f 
a u t h o r i t y . ( O n e c a n n o t p o s s i b l y m i s t a k e the M i n i s t e r 

124 



L E T T E R T O G E N E R A L F R A N C O 125 

o f the I n t e r i o r ' s f r i v o l o u s c h a t t e r a n d the t i m i d hal f -
measures he orders the p o l i c e to take f o r mani fes ta t ions 
o f a u t h o r i t y . ) A p p a r e n t l y the g o v e r n m e n t is d e c i d e d n o t to 
s e n d troops i n t o the streets i n the event o f a r e b e l l i o n . T h a t 
leaves i t w i t h o n l y the c i v i l g u a r d a n d the assault g u a r d . 
B u t , h o w e v e r s p l e n d i d these forces are , t h e y are grossly 
o v e r s t r e t c h e d as t h e y h a v e to c o v e r the w h o l e o f S p a i n , 
a n d t h e y are i n the d i s a d v a n t a g e o u s p o s i t i o n o f h a v i n g 
r e l i n q u i s h e d the i n i t i a t i v e , so t h a t t h e y m u s t a w a i t the 
assault at s o m e p o i n t o f the enemy's c h o i c e . Is i t u n 
t h i n k a b l e t h a t at a g i v e n p o i n t the b a n d o f at tackers m i g h t 
o u t n u m b e r the forces o f o r d e r a n d be better a r m e d t h a n 
t h e y ? I t seems to m e t h a t this is b y n o means a n i m p o s s i 
b i l i t y . T h e r e f o r e , p e r s u a d e d t h a t i t was m y d u t y , I a p 
p r o a c h e d the M i n i s t e r o f the I n t e r i o r w i t h the offer to p u t 
u n i t s o f o u r boys at his d i s p o s a l , i n case h e m i g h t i n a n 
e m e r g e n c y w a n t to issue t h e m w i t h guns ( w h i c h t h e y 
w o u l d , o f course, be h o n o u r b o u n d to r e t u r n f o r t h w i t h ) 
a n d use t h e m as a u x i l i a r i e s . I a m n o t sure t h a t the 
M i n i s t e r e v e n g r a s p e d w h a t I was s a y i n g . H e w a s as 
o p t i m i s t i c as e v e r ; b u t his was n o t the o p t i m i s m o f o n e 
w h o l u c i d l y evaluates the s t r e n g t h o f e a c h side a n d k n o w s 
t h a t his o w n forces are s u p e r i o r ; r a t h e r , i t w a s the 
o p t i m i s m o f o n e w h o has n e v e r even s t o p p e d to c o n s i d e r 
the m a t t e r . B e l i e v e m e , w h e n I s a i d to h i m w h a t I h a v e 
s a i d to y o u , a n d m o r e , a b o u t the dangers a h e a d , his face 
expressed the surpr ise o f someone w h o t h i n k s o f these 
th ings for the v e r y first t i m e . 

I t is n o t t h a t m y resolve to go out into the street with a gun 
in defence of Spain h a d w a n e d b y the e n d o f this m e e t i n g ; 
b u t t h a t resolve is n o w a c c o m p a n i e d b y w h a t a m o u n t s to 
the c e r t a i n t y t h a t those o f us w h o w o u l d get i n v o l v e d 
c o u l d b u t h o n o u r a b l y share i n a defeat. C o m p a r e d w i t h 
those i n t e n t o n a t t a c k i n g the S p a n i s h state, w h o are 
p r o b a b l y c a l c u l a t i n g a n d c o m p e t e n t , the S p a n i s h state, 
r u n as i t is b y a m a t e u r s , s i m p l y does not exist. 
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C o u l d a social ist v i c t o r y be c o n s i d e r e d a m e r e p e r i p e t e i a 
o f h o m e p o l i t i c s ? O n l y the m o s t s u p e r f i c i a l analys is w o u l d 
see matters i n this l i g h t . A socia l is t v i c t o r y has the s i g n i 
ficance o f 3, foreign invasion; n o t o n l y because the essence o f 
s o c i a l i s m is a l t o g e t h e r a l i e n to the p e r m a n e n t s p i r i t o f 
S p a i n ; n o t o n l y because the i d e a o f the f a t h e r l a n d meets 
w i t h d i s d a i n i n a social ist r e g i m e , b u t because s o c i a l i s m 
does a c t u a l l y rece ive its i n s t r u c t i o n s f r o m a n I n t e r n a t i o n a l . 
A n y n a t i o n w o n o v e r to s o c i a l i s m i m m e d i a t e l y sinks to the 
r a n k o f a c o l o n y o r p r o t e c t o r a t e . 

B u t q u i t e a p a r t f r o m that , there is one decis ive e l e m e n t 
i n the i m p e n d i n g d a n g e r w h i c h l i k e n s i t to a w a r across 
f ront iers , a n d i t is t h i s : a social ist u p r i s i n g is b o u n d to be 
a c c o m p a n i e d b y a probably irreversible secession o f C a t a 
l o n i a . T h e S p a n i s h state has s u r r e n d e r e d a l m o s t a l l the 
i n s t r u m e n t s o f defence to the G e n e r a l i d a d a n d left i t free 
to p r e p a r e those o f a t tack . I t is w e l l k n o w n t h a t s o c i a l i s m 
a n d the G e n e r a l i d a d are i n c o l l u s i o n w i t h e a c h o t h e r . 
T h u s , i n C a t a l o n i a the r e v o l u t i o n w i l l n o t n e e d to take 
p o w e r : it already has power. A n d i n the first i n s t a n c e , i t 
m e a n s to use this p o w e r to p r o c l a i m the i n d e p e n d e n c e o f 
C a t a l o n i a . W h i c h w i l l be i r r e v e r s i b l e , for the reasons I 
s h a l l set o u t p r e s e n t l y . I r e a l i z e t h a t , b a r r i n g a t o t a l 
c a t a s t r o p h e , the S p a n i s h state c o u l d re take the t e r r i t o r y 
o f C a t a l o n i a b y force. B u t this b r i n g s us to the m o s t 
fantast ic p a r t : i t is c e r t a i n t h a t the ever c a u t i o u s G e n e r a l i 
d a d w o u l d n o t h a v e got i n v o l v e d i n a n y pro jec t o f 
r e v o l u t i o n w i t h o u t first h a v i n g sent o u t feelers a b r o a d . Its 
c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h a c e r t a i n n e i g h b o u r i n g p o w e r are w e l l 
k n o w n . S o i t is b y n o means u n l i k e l y , r a t h e r the c o n t r a r y , 
t h a t i f a n i n d e p e n d e n t R e p u b l i c o f C a t a l o n i a w e r e 
p r o c l a i m e d , some o t h e r c o u n t r y m i g h t r e c o g n i z e the n e w 
r e p u b l i c . A n d i f t h a t is the case, h o w c o u l d C a t a l o n i a be 
r e c o v e r e d ? A n i n v a s i o n w o u l d be t a k e n b y the rest o f 
E u r o p e as a n act o f aggression against a p e o p l e w h o h a d 
o p t e d for i n d e p e n d e n c e b y a n act o f s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 
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S p a i n w o u l d n o t o n l y h a v e C a t a l o n i a against her , b u t a l l 
the H i s p a n o p h o b i a o f the E u r o p e a n powers . 

A l l these g l o o m y poss ibi l i t ies , the n o r m a l d i s c h a r g e o f 
a b s u r d , c h a o t i c a n d depress ing t imes, w h e n S p a i n has lost 
a l l sense o f h i s t o r i c des t iny a n d has s t o p p e d c a r i n g , h a v e 
p r o m p t e d m e to b r e a c h m y p r e v i o u s s i lence w i t h r e g a r d to 
y o u r s e l f b y means o f this l o n g letter . S u r e l y y o u m u s t h a v e 
g i v e n some t h o u g h t to the p r o b l e m , w h e t h e r the present 
dangers are c o n f i n e d to the S p a n i s h h o m e f r o n t o r w h e t h e r 
t h e y h a v e a l r e a d y t a k e n o n the p r o p o r t i o n s o f a n e x t e r n a l 
threat , i n t h a t t h e y c o m p r o m i s e the s u r v i v a l o f S p a i n as a 
u n i f i e d w h o l e . I a m w r i t i n g to y o u j u s t i n case m y a r g u 
m e n t s m i g h t be o f use to y o u i n y o u r m e d i t a t i o n s o n this 
subject. T h o u g h I h a v e m y o w n ideas a b o u t w h a t S p a i n 
r e a l l y needs a n d t h o u g h I h a d h o p e d to see a process o f 
g r a d u a l r i p e n i n g , I n o w be l ieve , faced w i t h a s i t u a t i o n 
w h i c h b r o o k s n o p o s t p o n e m e n t , that I a m d o i n g m y d u t y 
b y s e n d i n g y o u these l ines . Please G o d t h a t w e a l l d o the 
r i g h t t h i n g i n the service o f S p a i n . 

Y o u r s m o s t s incere ly . 

Signed: J O S E A N T O N I O P R I M O D E R I V E R A 



M A N I F E S T O T O T H E M E M B E R S H I P 
O F T H E S P A N I S H F A L A N G E O F 

T H E J . O . N . S . 

M a d r i d , October 13th, 1934 

N o w that w e h a v e d o n e t l ie d u t y that c i r c u m s t a n c e s 
c a l l e d for , b y c o n t r i b u t i n g w i t h o u r efforts to the defeat 
o f the a l m o s t t o t a l l y v a n q u i s h e d a n t i - S p a n i s h m o v e m e n t , 
i t is for us a m a t t e r o f l i fe a n d d e a t h to sa lvage at a l l cost 
a r i g o r o u s style a n d d o c t r i n e f r o m the c o n f u s i o n w h i c h 
threatens to e n g u l f us . I t is therefore essential t h a t a l l 
m e m b e r s o f o u r m o v e m e n t exert , as o f n o w , the greatest 
e n t h u s i a s m a n d d i l i g e n c e i n a n a l l - o u t effort to m a k e 
o u r f i r m c o m m i t m e n t to the f o l l o w i n g p r i n c i p l e s w i d e l y 
k n o w n . 

I . A G A I N S T C O N F U S I O N 

A v i c t o r y o v e r a separatist m o v e m e n t c a n generate e n o u g h 
h i s t o r i c a l a n d n a t i o n a l v i t a l i t y for h a l f a c e n t u r y . B u t 
the v i c t o r s m u s t k n o w h o w to e x t r a c t this substance , th is 
v i t a l i t y , f r o m t h e i r success a n d t h e y m u s t i n t h e i r m i n d s 
be d e e p l y a n d u n e q u i v o c a l l y a w a r e o f the essence o f 
a n o t h e r S p a i n . W e are n o t c o n v i n c e d t h a t this w i l l be the 
case. T h e m o r e t h a n a n t i q u a t e d style o f those i n p o w e r , 
the c o n s e r v a t i v e , se l f -centred a n d a n t i - h e r o i c w a y i n w h i c h 
the part ies at present m a k i n g u p the r u l i n g c o a l i t i o n 
express themselves, a l l l ends w e i g h t to the p r e d i c t i o n t h a t 
the o p p o r t u n i t y w i l l be w a s t e d . T h o u g h O c t o b e r 7 t h 
c o u l d h a v e been a n e w b e g i n n i n g , i t w i l l be s u b m e r g e d i n 
the s t i c k y m i x t u r e o f o t h e r , lesser dates. T h e P o p u l i s t s , the 
R a d i c a l s , the D e m o c r a t s a n d the A g r a r i a n s w i l l m a n a g e 
n o t to g l e a n a n y h e r o i c consequences f r o m the event . T h e 
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treasure o f n a t i o n a l consciousness, inapl ic i t i n the v i c t o r y 
o f Spanishness over s e p a r a t i s m , w i l l be f r i t t e r e d a w a y i n 
' p a t r i o t i c assemblies ' , i n m o t i o n s o f t h a n k s addressed to 
the g o v e r n m e n t a n d i n a l l iances b e t w e e n the c h a m p i o n s 
o f p u b l i c o r d e r . O u r y o u n g p e o p l e w i l l d e f i n i t e l y n o t take 
p a r t i n a n y s u c h m a s q u e r a d e s . I n the s p l e n d i d i s o l a t i o n 
o f yesterday a n d a l l t imes, t h e y w i l l preserve i n t a c t the 
n o b l e s p i r i t o f r e c o n q u e s t for the m o m e n t w h e n there w i l l 
be n o hal f-measures a n d n o s h a r i n g , b u t t o t a l v i c t o r y . 

I I . A G A I N S T ' O R D E R ' . A W A R N I N G ! 

I t is f a i r l y o b v i o u s t h a t for the p e o p l e c o m m o n l y c a l l e d 
r i g h t - w i n g e r s the first d e l e c t a b l e result o f w h a t has 
h a p p e n e d is t h a t ' o r d e r w i l l be res tored ' . N o w t h a t the 
f ight is over , t h o u g h , o u r y o u n g m i l i t a n t s are to h a v e 
n o t h i n g w h a t s o e v e r to d o w i t h manoeuvres o f this k i n d . 
W e too w a n t o r d e r , b u t a n o t h e r o r d e r , d i f ferent to the 
core . W e c o n s i d e r the p r e v a i l i n g s o c i a l system, w h i c h has 
j u s t been rescued f r o m r e v o l u t i o n , to be E S S E N T I A L L Y 
U N J U S T . W e o p p o s e d the r e v o l u t i o n because i t was 
M a r x i s t a n d a n t i - S p a n i s h ; b u t w e are n o t a b o u t to d e n y 
t h a t the d e s p e r a t i o n o f the social ist , s y n d i c a U s t a n d 
a n a r c h i s t masses has its d e e p - r o o t e d j u s t i f i c a t i o n , a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n w h i c h w e accept e n t i r e l y . N o one c o u l d be 
a n g r i e r o r m o r e disgusted w i t h a s o c i a l o r d e r w h i c h 
m a i n t a i n s vast masses o n the b r i n k o f s t a r v a t i o n a n d 
tolerates the g i l d e d idleness o f a few. A l l o u r m e m b e r s 
e v e r y w h e r e w i l l m a k e this c r y s t a l c l e a r a n d b e h a v e i n 
str ict a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the f o l l o w i n g m a n d a t e : o n c e the 
last g u n o f the r e v o l t has been s i l e n c e d , a l l c o - o p e r a t i o n 
w i t h the e lements o f o r d e r is c a t e g o r i c a l l y f o r b i d d e n . N o 
m e m b e r o f the F a l a n g e m a y j o i n a n y c i t i zen 's g r o u p , 
l i a i s o n c o m m i t t e e o r the l i k e . 
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I I I . A G A I N S T C O M P R O M I S E 

I t is f a i r l y o b v i o u s ( a n d this is b u t one specif ic ins tance o f 
the g e n e r a l t r e n d o f confusion) t h a t the r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
events w i l l n o t h a v e a p r o p e r l y c l e a r - c u t a n d severe 
o u t c o m e . 

F o r e v e r y t h i n g is b e i n g d o n e m e a n w h i l e to m a k e sure 
t h a t the o r g a n i z e r s o f the r e v o l u t i o n w i l l enjoy i m p u n i t y , 
t h a t the S t a t u t e o f C a t a l o n i a w i l l s u r v i v e * a n d t h a t some 
a r r a n g e m e n t is n e g o t i a t e d w i t h the social ist t r a d e u n i o n s , 
w h i c h the g o v e r n m e n t hopes to be a b l e to ' t a m e ' w i t h the 
assistance o f Professor Beste iro . 

N o t one o f o u r m e m b e r s m a y c o n s i d e r h i m s e l f e x e m p t e d 
f r o m the d u t y to c a m p a i g n against a l l this . W e insist t h a t 
the r e a l p o l i t i c a l leaders o f the u p r i s i n g m u s t be firmly 
p u n i s h e d ; some th ings c a n o n l y e n d d e c o r o u s l y i n t r a g e d y , 
b e c o m i n g s o i l e d a n d v i l e i f t h e y e n d i n a p a n t o m i m e . 
W e insist o n the t o t a l a b r o g a t i o n o f the S t a t u t e o f C a t a 
l o n i a : a C a t a l o n i a p u r g e d o f separat ist l e a n i n g s c a n l o o k 
f o r w a r d to c e r t a i n d e c e n t r a l i z i n g re forms, j u s t l i k e a n y 
o t h e r S p a n i s h r e g i o n ; b u t o u r b r i e f e x p e r i e n c e o f the 
S t a t u t e has s h o w n i t to be a v e r i t a b l e s p a w n i n g - g r o u n d 
o f s e p a r a t i s m , a n d its s u r v i v a l i n spite o f s u c h a d e m o n s t r a 
t i o n c a n o n l y be the w o r k o f t r a i t o r s . F i n a l l y , w e insist o n 
a t o t a l r e v o l u t i o n i n the s o c i a l a n d e c o n o m i c spheres, a 
ruthless d i s s e c t i o n o f the m u r k y u n d e r g r o w t h o f the 
U . G . T . a n d the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y , c o n s i d e r i n g i t s h a m e f u l 
to m a k e a d e a l w i t h the m o d e r a t e social ists a n d c a r r y o n 
this ruthless s t o c k - t a k i n g b e h i n d a smoke-screen o f 
o u t w a r d peace a n d q u i e t . 

I V . A G A I N S T S A C R I F I C I N G T H E A R M E D F O R C E S 

W i t h far greater d e v o t i o n t h a n the present r u s h o f ' p u b l i c 

h o m a g e ' c a n p o s s i b l y express, w e m u s t at this t i m e s h a r e 

* T h e C a t a l a n Statute was passed i n 1932, g i v i n g a u t o n o m y to C a t a l o n i a . 

,1 
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the proud and silent sentiments of our army, our navy, our 
civil guard, our assault guard, our carabineers, our police 
and security forces. It is they who have suffered the 
consequences of the kind of political stupidity that allows 
storms to gather, it is they who always eventually bear the 
brunt of these storms on their long-suffering shoulders. 
In these days our armed forces have shone with the lustre 
of their martyrs. They have, moreover, had to suffer the 
horrific sight of their wives and children being tormented. 
And yet the uniforms hid neither fear, nor weakness, nor 
indiscipline. Military blood has been squandered to 
compensate Spain for the misdeeds and treachery of others. 

The Spanish armed forces are in need of more than 
words of praise and ceremonies. They need to see justice 
done. Already the courts martial are proceeding with their 
usual severity against those within the ranks who displayed 
cowardice or treachery. So, let not the real culprits go 
unpunished, the politicians who, out of resentment and 
greed, have caused so much and such precious Spanish 
blood to flow in irretrievable abundance. Let the Spanish 
Falange of the J.O.N.S. raise its voice more stoutly and 
sincerely, demanding justice on behalf of the armed 
institutions, whose voices are duty bound to silence. 

These orders are to be transmitted urgently by the national 
and provincial offices of the Falange and the J.O.N.S., to 
all members of the movement, with strict instructions to 
observe them and spread them abroad. The leaders shall 
make certain that they be strictly adhered to by everyone 
and if anyone should violate them, their names are to be 
given to headquarters, so that appropriate measures may 
be taken. J O S E A N T O N I O 

P R I M O D E R I V E R A 

A R R I B A E S P A N A ! The Leader 



G U I D E L I N E S O F T H E F A L A N G E : 
T H E 26 P O I N T S 

Written in November, 1934 

N A T I O N . D E S T I N Y . E M P I R E 

I. We believe in the supreme reality of Spain. Its 
strengthening, elevation and aggrandizement is the urgent 
collective task of all Spaniards. The accomplishment of 
this task must have relentless priority over all individual, 
group or class interests. 

II. Spain is an indivisible destiny in universal terms. 
Any plot against this indivisible whole is repulsive. All 
separatism is a crime we shall not forgive. 

The prevailing constitution, in so far as it foments 
disintegration, offends against the indivisible nature of 
Spain's destiny. We therefore insist that it be repealed 
forthwith. 

III. We are committed to the empire. We declare that 
Spain's historical fulfilment is the empire. We demand for 
Spain a prominent position in Europe. We will not tolerate 
either international isolation nor foreign interference. 

Regarding the countries of Spanish America, our aim is 
the unification of culture, economic interests and power. 
Spain lays claim to being the spiritual axis of the Spanish-
speaking world on the grounds of her predominance in 
world affairs. 

IV. Our armed forces — on land, at sea and in the air 
— must be sufficiently strong and efficient to secure total 
independence and a fitting world status for Spain at all 
times. We shall give back to the land, sea and air forces 
all the public dignity they merit and we shall see to it 
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that a martial outlook pervades all Spanish life in their 
image. 

V. Spain will again look to the sea routes for her glory 
and her wealth. Spain must aim to become a great 
seafaring power, for times of danger and for trade. 

We demand for our fatherland equal status amongst 
navies and on the air routes. 

T H E S T A T E . T H E I N D I V I D U A L . F R E E D O M 

VI. Ours will be a totalitarian state in the service of 
the fatherland's integrity. Al l Spaniards will play a part 
therein through their membership of famihes, munici
palities and trade unions. None shall play a part therein 
through a political party. The system of political parties 
will be resolutely abolished, together with all its corolla
ries: inorganic suffrage, representation by conflicting 
factions and the Cortes as we know it. 

VII . Human dignity, the integrity of the individual 
and individual freedom are eternal and intangible values. 

But the only way to be really free is to be part of a 
strong and free nation. 

No one will be permitted to employ his freedom against 
the unity, the strength and the freedom of the fatherland. 
Rigorous discipline will prevent any attempt to poison 
or split the Spanish people or to incite them to go against 
the fatherland's destiny. 

VIII. The National Syndicalist state will permit any 
private initiative that is compatible with the collective 
interest and will indeed protect and stimulate those which 
are particularly beneficial. 

T H E E C O N O M Y . W O R K . T H E C L A S S S T R U G G L E 

IX. In the economic sphere, we think of Spain as one 
huge syndicate of all those engaged in production. We 
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shall organize Spanish society along corporative lines, 
by means of a system of vertical unions representing the 
various branches of production, in the service of national 
economic integrity. 

X . We reject the capitalist system, which disregards the 
needs of the people, dehumanizes private property and 
transforms the workers into shapeless masses prone to 
misery and despair. Our spiritual and national awareness 
likewise rejects Marxism. We shall channel the drive of 
the working classes, nowadays led astray by Marxism, 
and demand their direct participation in the formidable 
task of the national state. 

X L The National Syndicalist state will not stand cruelly 
aloof from economic conflicts between men, neither will it 
look on impassively as the stronger class subjugates the 
weaker. Our regime will make the class struggle down
right impossible, since all those co-operating in production 
will constitute an organic whole therein. 

We deplore and shall at all cost prevent the abuses of 
partial vested interests as well as anarchy in the system 
of labour. 

X I L The primary purpose of wealth is to effect an 
improvement in the standard of living of all the people — 
and this will be the declared policy of our state. It is 
intolerable that great masses of people live in poverty, 
while a few enjoy every luxury. 

XIII . The state will recognize private property as a 
valid means of attaining individual, family and social 
ends and will protect it against being abused by high 
finance, speculators and money-lenders. 

X I V . We favour the nationalization of banking and the 
takeover by public corporations of the major public 
services. 

X V . All Spanish citizens are entitled to employment. 
The pubhc institutions will provide for the maintenance of 
those who are involuntarily out of work. 
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While we are moving towards the new total structure, 
we shall retain and intensify all the advantages the 
workers derive from the current social legislation. 

X V I . Every Spaniard who is not an invalid is duty 
bound to work. The National Syndicalist state will not 
have the slightest regard for those who do not fulfil any 
function, but expect to live like guests at the expense 
of other people's eflforts. 

T H E L A N D 

X V I I . We must at all cost raise the standard of living 
in the rural areas, on which Spain will always depend for 
her food. For this reason we commit ourselves to the strict 
implementation of an economic and social reform of 
agriculture. 

XVII I . We shall strengthen agricultural production 
(economic reform) by means of the following measures: 

By guaranteeing the farmer an adequate minimum price 
for all his produce. 

By seeing to it that much of what is nowadays absorbed 
by the cities in payment for their intellectual and com
mercial services is returned to the land, in order to endow 
rural areas sufl[iciently. 

By organizing a real system of national agricultural 
credit which will lend the farmers money at low rates of 
interest, thereby freeing them from usury and patronage. 

By spreading education pertaining to matters of agri
culture and animal husbandry. 

By rationalizing production according to the suitability 
of the land and the outlets available for the various 
products. 

By promoting a protectionist tariflF policy covering 
agriculture and the raising of cattle. 

By speeding up the construction of a hydraulic net
work. 
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By rationalizing the size of holdings, with the elimina
tion both of vast estates that are not fully exploited and 
smallholdings that are uneconomic by reason of their 
low output. 

X I X . We shall achieve a social organization of agri
culture by means of the following measures: 

By redistributing all the arable land so as to promote 
family holdings and by giving farmers every encourage
ment to join the union. 

By rescuing the masses of people, who are exhausting 
themselves scratching on barren soil, from their present 
poverty and transferring them to new holdings of arable 
land. 

X X . We shall launch a tireless campaign of afforesta
tion and stock-breeding, imposing severe sanctions on 
whoever obstructs it and even resorting temporarily to 
the obligatory mobilization of all Spanish youth for the 
historic task of rebuilding our country's wealth. 

X X I . The state will have powers to confiscate without 
compensation any land whose ownership has been 
acquired or enjoyed illicitly. 

X X I I . It will be one of the National Syndicalist state's 
preferred aims to give villages back their communal 
property. 

E D U C A T I O N . R E L I G I O N 

X X I I I . It is a fundamental mission of the state to impose 
a rigorous discipline on education which will produce a 
stout national spirit and fill the souls of future generations 
with joyful pride in their fatherland. 

Al l men will receive pre-military training to prepare 
them for the honour of admission to Spain's national and 
popular armed forces. 

X X I V . Culture will be organized in such a way that no 
talent will go to waste for lack of finance. All the deserving 
will have easy access even to higher education. 
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X X V . Our movement integrates the CathoHc religion 
— traditionally glorious and predominant in Spain — into 
national reconstruction. 

The Church and the state will agree by concordat on the 
delimitation of their respective spheres, but that does not 
mean that any interference from the Church will be 
tolerated nor any activity likely to undermine the dignity 
of the state or the integrity of the nation. 

T H E N A T I O N A L R E V O L U T I O N 

X X V I . The Spanish Falange of the J.O.N.S. wants the 
establishment of a new order, as set out in the foregoing 
principles. So that it may prevail in the conflict with the 
present order, the Spanish Falange aims at a national 
revolution. 

Its style will be trenchant, ardent and militant. Life is a 
militia and must be lived in a spirit purified by service 
and sacrifice. 

J O S E A N T O N I O 



A D D R E S S I N G T H E S Y N D I C A T E O F 
U N I V E R S I T Y S T U D E N T S 

(S.E.U.) 

Speech made at the ceremony of the S.E.U.'s foundation, 
Valladolid, January 2ist, 1935 
From La Nacion, January 21st, 1935 

The days are gone when it was enough to be just a 
university student, a poet or an artist. The times we live in 
sweep us along and simply do not permit us to shut our
selves away in ivory towers. They were a feature of those 
sour times when the sense of the world's oneness had 
broken down, when everyone thought he could make an 
isolated world of his own life. Recovering from just such 
a period, our generation must restore the oneness of the 
world; for those of us gathered here, the immediate task 
will be to restore the oneness of Spain. The nineteenth 
century ran its course under the sign of disintegration; 
there was no faith any more in any of the unitarian values 
like religion, the empire ... these were despised even, 
because of the intrusion of positivism into the sphere of 
metaphysics. Relative values, instrumental values, were 
raised to the level of absolutes: freedom — which before 
was respected only when it was orientated towards good; 
the will of the people — which was assumed to be always 
in the right, regardless of what it was the people wanted; 
progress — taken in the sense of its material and technical 
manifestations. 

But unconditional freedom thrust men, and in due 
course whole peoples, into frightful conflicts; it ex
acerbated nationalism and caused the European war. 
The will of the people forced politicians to elaborate 
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crude versions of their programmes in order to obtain 
votes and was responsible for the loss of any kind of 
worthwhile political doctrine, of any kind of continuity. 
And the worship of undefined progress led to extreme 
industrialization, to capitalism (which is the outcome of 
the need for great economic power, imposed by free 
competition), to the dehumanizing of private property, 
replaced now by the technical monstrosity of impersonal 
capital, to the ruin of small-scale production, to the 
transformation of the masses into a shapeless proletariat, 
and finally to the terrible crises of recent years. 

Socialism, the mirror-image of capitalism, managed an 
effective criticism of the latter, but failed to produce a 
remedy, because it disregarded any assessment of man as a 
spiritual value; thus in Russia, we witness the inhumanity 
of a situation where state capitalism has not yet been 
surpassed and where it is more unlikely every day that 
communism can ever be attained. 

That was the state the world was in when our time came. 
How could we possibly ignore the tragedy of our time ? 
Let us be good students, but let us also play an active part 
in the tragedy of our people; like Matias Montero, a 
magnificent student if ever there was one, who was taken 
from us by treacherous murder and who died with his soul 
and his eyes overflowing with the light of our Spain of the 
Catholic kings, the Spain of which our yoke and our 
arrows are the emblem. 

The remedy against the evils of disintegration consists 
in trying to find a unitarian conception once more, in 
thinking of Spain as indivisible, as a harmonious synthesis 
suspended high above any conflict between regions, 
classes or parties. Let us not turn to the Right, which for 
the sake of perfecting a political architecture forgets the 
hunger of the masses, nor to the Left, which in an effort 
to redeem the masses leads them astray from their 
national destiny. We want to recover a unique national 
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destiny and profound social justice, two things that are 
inseparable from each other. And since we come up 
against obstacles that resist the achievement of this 
purpose, we are determined revolutionaries so as to 
destroy them. 

But you must never forget that this task of restoring 
unity makes it essential for us to be firmly united amongst 
ourselves. We think of life as being an act of service: 
every office is an arduous task and all tasks are equally 
noble, from the most delightful, that of obedience, to the 
harshest of all, that of giving the orders. 

Leadership is the supreme burden; it imposes every 
kind of sacrifice, including the loss of privacy; it requires 
a daily measure of guess-work in spheres to which no rules 
apply, and this is compounded with the oppressive 
responsibility of having to take action. That is why 
leadership must be looked upon with humility, as a posi
tion of service; but for this very reason there can be no 
question, whatever may happen, of deserting from the 
leadership out of impatience, or discouragement, or 
cowardice. 



SPAIN A N D B A R B A R I S M 

Speech made at the Teatro Calderon, Valladolid, 
March 3rd, 1935 

A year ago tomorrow, in this very theatre, the Spanish 
Falange of the J.O.N.S. first brought itself to the attention 
of Spain. 

The preceding days had seen the fusion of the units 
of the J.O.N.S. with the Spanish Falange, irrevocably 
joined since then in the Spanish Falange of the J.O.N.S. 
That occasion was its first propagandistic event, and with 
the verve of all thrusting phenomena it ended in gun-fire. 
To begin by shooting is almost always the best way of 
getting to understand one another. In the course of this 
year we have come a long way, and we must now aim 
to conduct ourselves with a certain degree of maturity 
unforeseeable perhaps in 1934. At the end of one 
year our movement must have found its intellectual 
profile. 

Some people, when they thought of us, believed they 
were seeing in the street the shock-troops of something 
which would in due course be taken in hand by sensible 
people; now they no longer think that way, and we 
ourselves feel distinctly that we are not merely the 
vanguard, but the whole army of a new order which must 
be implanted in Spain; I say, must be implanted in Spain, 
and I add ambitiously, for that is the Spanish way: of a 
new order which Spain is destined to transmit to Europe 
and the world. 

The ages can be divided into Classic ages and Middle 
Ages: the latter are distinguished by the quest for unity; 
the former are those which have found such unity. The 
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Classic ages, complete in themselves, came to an end 
solely through decline, through catastrophe, through 
barbarian invasion. Rome bears witness to this process. 
Her middle age, her period of growth, lasts from Cannae 
to Actium; her classic age from Actium to the death of 
Marcus Aurelius; her decline from Commodus to the 
invasion of the barbarians. At the time in Rome when the 
two dissolving factors which ultimately were to bring 
about her destruction began to stir, Rome was complete, 
Rome was the unity of the earth; there was nothing left for 
her to do. All that was external had been achieved, and 
Rome had no inner life; her religion did not go beyond 
regular ceremonies; her morals were of the people rather 
than of the soul, military, civic, morals — magnificent 
levers in times of construction, useless once the building 
is over. That is why an exhausted Rome sought refuge in 
two movements that stood for a return to the inner life: 
firstly, the Stoicism of our own Seneca, which remains an 
intellectual, uneflTusive attitude; then, Christianity, which 
was the denial of Roman principles, the religion of the 
meek and the persecuted, which went so far as to deny 
Caesar his divinity and even his priestly status. Christi
anity undermined the foundations of Rome in ferment, 
but it took a catastrophe, the invasion of the barbarians, 
for Rome to disintegrate altogether. 

We have now reached precisely the end of the era which 
is like that following the Middle Ages and that which 
came after the Classical age of Rome. With Rome 
destroyed, it was as though history was lying fallow. 
Gradually new bursts of culture started sprouting. The 
roots of unity took hold throughout Europe. Then came 
the thirteenth century, the century of St Thomas. In that 
time the idea common to all was that of 'metaphysical' 
unity, unity in God; when there are such absolute truths, 
everything is explained, and the whole world, which in 
this case meant Europe, functioned with the most perfect 
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economy of all time. The universities of Paris and Sala
manca were reasoning the same matters in the same Latin. 
The world had found itself Very soon there was to be the 
Spanish empire, the embodiment of historical, physical, 
spiritual and theological unity. 

Anxiety and restlessness begin to surface towards the 
third decade of the eighteenth century; society no longer 
believes in itself; neither does it believe any more with the 
vigour of former times in any superior principle. This lack 
of faith, emphasized by the dreariness of a society that is 
once more immutable, inclines feeble spirits towards 
escapism: a return to nature. 

Jean Jacques Rousseau is representative of this negation, 
and because he lost faith in the existence of absolute truths 
he created his Social Contract, wherein he elaborates the 
theory that things move in accordance with the norms not 
of reason but of will. Soon economists appear and begin 
to interpret history in terms of such notions as merchan
dise, value and exchange. With the coming of large-scale 
industry, artisans are transformed into a proletariat. 
When the demagogue appears on the scene, he finds the 
proletarian masses reduced to despair and receptive to 
ideas, and what had seemed indefinite progress blows up 
with the war of 1914. Europe's attempt at suicide. 

The Europe of St Thomas was a Europe enlightened by 
one and the same way of thinking. The Europe of 1914 
made it clear that it had no wish to be a whole. A product 
of the European war was the creation of legions of men 
out of work; in the wake of the catastrophe the factories 
were demobilized, turning out great hosts of unemployed 
men; industry was in chaos, competition arose between 
factories, and tariff barriers were raised. In this situation, 
and moreover with all faith in eternal principles gone by 
the board, what does the future hold for Europe? Without 
a doubt another invasion of the barbarians. 

But there are two views of this: the catastrophic view. 
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which holds such an invasion to be inevitable and con
siders all that is good to be lost and exhausted, and which 
merely trusts that after the catastrophe a new Middle 
Ages will germinate; and then our own view, which 
aspires to throwing a bridge across the invasion of the 
barbarians, to taking for ourselves, without a catastrophe 
in-between, all that may be fertile in the new age while 
salvaging all the spiritual values of civilization from the 
age in which we now live. 

That is our new task in the face of Russian communism, 
which is the barbarian invasion we are threatened with. 
Communism does contain an element worth taking up: 
its self-denial and sense of solidarity. However, being as it 
is a barbarian invasion, Russian communism goes too far 
and rejects anything that smacks of historical and spiritual 
values; it is anti-patriotic, devoid of faith in God. Hence 
our efforts to save the absolute truths, the historic values, 
so that they may not perish. 

How can this ever be achieved? That is a question to 
which there is beginning to emerge an answer, here in 
Castile, in Spain. 

One of the alleged solutions is social-democracy. 
Basically, social-democracy preserves capitalism; it just 
keeps throwing sand into the mechanism. That is sheer 
madness. 

Another alleged solution is the totalitarian state. But 
there is no such thing as a totalitarian state. Certain 
nations have found dictators of genius, who have been up 
to the task of substituting themselves for the state; but 
that cannot be imitated, and in Spain, for the time being, 
we shall have to wait for such a genius to appear. Germany 
and Italy are examples of what is called the totalitarian 
state, but notice how they are not only not similar, but 
even radically unhke each other; their totalitarianism can 
be traced back to opposite points of departure. The 
totalitarian state of Germany can be traced back to a 
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people's capacity for trusting its racial instinct. The 
German people are in a frenzy of self-assertion; Germany 
is experiencing a super-democracy. Rome, on the other 
hand, is undergoing the experience of having a genius 
with a classical mind wanting to forge a people from 
above. The German movement is Romantic in kind, its 
course is the same as ever; that is where the Reformation 
sprang from and even the French Revolution, since the 
Declaration of Human Rights is a replica of the North 
American constitution fathered by German Protestant 
thinking. 

Neither social-democracy nor any attempt to set up a 
totalitarian state without a genius would suffice to prevent 
the catastrophe. There are ointments of another kind, 
which we in Spain apply lavishly: I am referring to 
confederations, blocs and coalitions. Al l of these are based 
on the assumption that the union of several dwarfs can 
result in a giant. Such remedies must be approached with 
caution. And let us not allow their verbiage to take us by 
surprise. There are some such movements which make a 
show of religion being the mainstay of their programme, 
but which take a stand only when material advantages are 
at issue; which are prepared, in exchange for some 
moderation in the sphere of agrarian reform or for a nip 
into the property of the clergy, to forego the crucifix in 
schools or the abolition of divorce. 

Other such blocs claim, for instance, to be corporativists. 
That is but a hollow phrase; or else, let us ask the first 
person to broach the subject with us. What do you mean 
by corporativism ? How does it work ? What solution does 
it bring, for example, to international problems ? Hitherto, 
the best attempt has been made in Italy, and there it is 
only one integrated part of a perfect political mechanism. 
In order to try and bring about harmonious relations 
between employers and workers, there exists something 
like the mixed arbitration we have here, vastly magnified: 
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a confederation of employers and another of workers, and 
at the top a liaison body. To date, the corporative state 
does not exist; neither do we know whether it is a good 
thing. Italy's corporative legislation is, as Mussolini him
self has said, a point of departure and not a point of 
arrival, which is what our politicians claim corporativism 
to be. 

When the world is unhinged, that unhingement cannot 
be cured by means of technical plasters; it takes an entire 
new order to achieve that. And this order must spring once 
again from the individual. May those hear us who accuse 
us of professing a state-pantheism: we consider the 
individual to be the basic unit, for this is the meaning of 
Spain, which has always considered man to be the 
embodiment of eternal values. Man must be free, but 
there cannot be freedom except within an order. 

Liberalism told men that they could do as they liked, but 
failed to provide them with an economic order which 
would guarantee such freedom. An organized economic 
guaranty is therefore essential; but given the present 
economic chaos, there cannot be an organized economy 
without a strong state, and only a state in the service of a 
unitarian destiny can be strong without being tyrannical. 
That is how the strong state serving the consciousness of 
unity is the real guarantor of individual freedom. By 
contrast, the state which does not feel itself to be the 
servant of a supreme unity is constantly fearful of seeming 
tyrannical. That is the case with our Spanish state: what 
holds back its arm from doing justice after a bloody 
revolution is the awareness of its lack of an inner justifica
tion, its lack of a mission to fulfil. 

Spain can have a state that is strong, because Spain in 
itself is a unitarian destiny of universal dimensions. And 
the Spanish state can limit itself to carrying out the 
essential functions of power, leaving not only arbitration 
but the entire regulation of many economic aspects to 
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entities which can look back on a great tradition: to the 
unions, which will no longer be parasitic constructions, 
as they are in the present conception of labour relations, 
but the vertically integrated association of all those work
ing together in each branch of production. 

The new state will have to set about reorganizing the 
Spanish countryside as a whole. Not all of Spain is fit to 
live in: many lands, which merely perpetuate the misery 
of those who till them, will have to revert to desert or in 
many cases to forest. Large numbers of people will have 
to be moved to arable lands, where there will have to be 
a profound economic and social reform of agriculture 
involving improvement and rationalization of crops, 
irrigation, educational schemes for farmers, adequate 
prices, tariff protection for agriculture, and cheap credit 
on the one hand, and family holdings and union-run farms 
on the other. That will be a true return to nature, not in 
the sense of the eclogue, propounded by Rousseau, but in 
the sense of the georgic, which epitomizes the profound, 
stern and ritual way of understanding the land. 

The same global view employed in the reorganization 
of agriculture must be applied to the reorganization of the 
entire economy. What does it mean to harmonize capital 
and labour? Labour is a human function, just as property 
is a human attribute. But property is not synonymous with 
capital; capital is an economic instrument, and, being 
an instrument, it must be used for the benefit of the whole 
economy, not for anyone's personal benefit. Reservoirs of 
capital must be like reservoirs of water; they are intended 
not for a few to organize boat races on the surface, but for 
regulating the flow of rivers and for moving the turbines of 
waterfalls. 

Certainly a great deal of resistance will have to be over
come before these things can come to pass. Many selfish 
interests will oppose us, but it must always be our watch
word that we are not concerned with saving material 
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values. Property as we have known it hitherto is coming 
to an end; it will be eliminated, in one way or another, by 
the masses, who have not only a certain amount of justi
fication for doing so, but the strength to do it. No one can 
possibly save the material values; what matters is that the 
breakdown of things material must be prevented from 
entailing the destruction of essential spiritual values. 
These are the values we want to save at all cost, even in 
exchange for the sacrifice of all economic advantages. 
They are well worth sacrificing to the glory of seeing 
Spain, our Spain, halt the final invasion of the barbarians. 



B E F O R E A P A R T I N G O F T H E 
W A Y S IN W O R L D P O L I T I C A L A N D 

E C O N O M I C H I S T O R Y 

Lecture given at the Circulo Mercantil of Madrid, 
Apr i l gth, 1935* 

Do not think that I take personal credit for the applause 
you have just accorded to me. To do that, I should have 
to feel, at this moment, less than the vast gratitude that I 
do feel at having been invited to speak from this platform, 
whence so many authoritative voices have spoken, and less 
sense of responsibility for the enterprise I am now under
taking; firstly, because of the importance of this platform 
itself and the gratitude I owe to Don Mariano Matesanz 
for his most affectionate words; and secondly because I 
tell you that it is no easy matter, on this particular 
evening, to choose what tone I should give to my address. 

I naturally presume that none of you expect to hear me 
deliver a political harangue. To do that would be a very 
poor response to the open hospitality of this free platform. 
But in addition to that, I think that, at present, with a 
number of Spaniards, a large number of Spaniards, 
assembled here and with the crushing anxiety about 
Spain that is hanging over each and all of us, it would be 
so out of keeping to confine ourselves to peripheral com
ments, to small details of Spanish policy, that if we did so 
we should move far away from the demands of a great 
and tragic political situation. If I were to attempt this 
evening to make it clear whether the Cortes is going to 
meet fairly soon, or whether the groups that were until 

* The translation of this lecture was provided by Senorita Pilar Primo de 
Rivera. 
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recently friendly are going to make peace fairly soon — 
much as I might enjoy myself and seek to bring enjoyment 
to you, I am certain that we should be wasting one of the 
occasions when we meet in order to deal with the tragic 
and pressing events which fill us with apprehension. 

So I cannot deliver a pohtical harangue. But neither can 
I give an academic dissertation; that would not suit your 
mood. Moreover, I am not qualified to give one; neither 
is this the time for dilettante academic dissertations. As a 
rule, when serious matters are expressed in academic 
dissertations it is because a hecatomb is approaching 
in Europe; and that which is approaching Spain, as part 
of Europe, began in certain drawing-rooms, perhaps the 
most refined ones that the history of drawing-rooms has 
ever seen. If you like (and with this we can introduce a 
certain variety into these first moments which are some
what nervous, partly because of your benevolent curiosity, 
partly through my natural emotion, and also perhaps 
partly through something that is not quite right in this 
apparatus in front of me) — if you like, I say, we may 
imagine ourselves transferred to those drawing-rooms of 
which I was speaking. 

Let us imagine for a moment that we are in the last 
third of the eighteenth century. From the thirteenth 
century to the sixteenth, the world lived a strong, solid 
life in a full harmony; the world revolved upon an axis. 
In the sixteenth, this already began to be doubted. The 
seventeenth century introduced free examination and 
began to doubt everything. The eighteenth century 
already believed in nothing; or, if you prefer, the elegant 
ehte of the eighteenth century beheved in nothing, not 
even in themselves. They began to attend the first plays 
and lectures in which the men of letters and philosophers 
of the period made mockery of that very society which so 
eagerly exalted them. We observe that the best satires 
against eighteenth-century society were applauded and 
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e x t o l l e d b y the v e r y society t h a t was b e i n g s a t i r i z e d . I n 
this e n v i r o n m e n t o f the e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h a t c e n t u r y 
w h i c h r e d u c e d e v e r y t h i n g to c o n v e r s a t i o n a n d i r o n y , w e 
find t w o v e r y di f ferent figures: that o f a G e n e v a p h i l o 
s o p h e r a n d t h a t o f a S c o t t i s h e c o n o m i s t . 

T h e G e n e v a p h i l o s o p h e r is a s i c k l y m a n , d e l i c a t e a n d 
r e f i n e d ; he is a p h i l o s o p h e r w h o — as S p e n g l e r tells us 
h a p p e n s to a l l R o m a n t i c s , a n d this m a n was b y n o w a 
d i r e c t p r e c u r s o r o f R o m a n t i c i s m — was f a t i g u e d b y the 
sense o f l i v i n g i n too h e a l t h y , too v i r i l e a n d too r o b u s t a 
society. H e was c r u s h e d b y the w e i g h t o f s u c h a f u l l y 
a d u l t society, a n d felt , as i t were , c o n s t r a i n e d to leave i t , 
to r e t u r n to n a t u r e , to free h i m s e l f f r o m d i s c i p H n e , 
h a r m o n y a n d r u l e . 

T h i s y e a r n i n g for n a t u r e is the k e y n o t e o f a l l his 
w r i t i n g s : the r e t u r n to f r e e d o m . T h e most f a m o u s o f his 
b o o k s , w h o s e i n f l u e n c e was to last t h r o u g h o u t the n i n e 
t e e n t h c e n t u r y a n d o n l y b e g a n to lose its g r i p i n p r a c t i 
c a l l y o u r o w n t imes , does n o t , as y o u h a v e so often r e a d , 
b e g i n a b s o l u t e l y , b u t i t a l m o s t does, w i t h a sentence w h i c h 
is a s i g h . I t r e a d s : ' M a n is b o r n free, a n d finds h i m s e l f 
e v e r y w h e r e i n fetters.' T h i s p h i l o s o p h e r , as y o u are a l l 
a w a r e , was c a l l e d J e a n J a c q u e s R o u s s e a u ; the b o o k was 
c a l l e d The Social Contract. 

The Social Contract seeks to d e n y the j u s t i f i c a t i o n o f those 
a u t h o r i t i e s c u s t o m a r i l y a c c e p t e d b y reason o f e i t h e r a 
s u p p o s e d l y d i v i n e a p p o i n t m e n t o r one based u p o n t r a d i 
t i o n . H e seeks to d e n y the j u s t i f i c a t i o n o f these p o w e r s a n d 
to b e g i n b u i l d i n g afresh o n the basis o f his o w n n o s t a l g i a 
for f r e e d o m . H e says : ' M a n is f r e e : m a n is free b y n a t u r e 
a n d c a n n o t i n a n y w a y divest h i m s e l f o f b e i n g free. T h e r e 
c a n n o t be a n y system b u t t h a t w h i c h he accepts o f his 
o w n free w i l l ; his f r e e d o m he c a n never r e n o u n c e , because 
this w o u l d be e q u i v a l e n t to r e n o u n c i n g his q u a l i t y o f 
b e i n g h u m a n . M o r e o v e r , i f he w e r e to r e n o u n c e f r e e d o m , 
he w o u l d be e n t e r i n g i n t o a n a g r e e m e n t v o i d for w a n t o f 
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v a l u e r e c e i v e d i n e x c h a n g e ; he c a n n o t b u t be free a n d 
u n r e n o u n c e a b l y free. C o n s e q u e n t l y , n o f o r m o f state c a n 
p o s s i b l y arise i n o p p o s i t i o n to the free w i l l s o f those w h o 
m a k e u p a s o c i e t y ; the o r i g i n o f p o l i t i c a l societies m u s t 
h a v e been c o n t r a c t . T h i s c o n t r a c t , the aggregate o f these 
w i l l s , engenders a h i g h e r w i l l , a w i l l w h i c h is n o t the s u m 
t o t a l o f the others, b u t self-subsistent. I t is a d i f ferent ego, 
s u p e r i o r a n d i n d i f f e r e n t to the personal i t ies t h a t p r o d u c e d 
i t b y t h e i r presence. V e r y w e l l : this s o v e r e i g n w i l l , this w i l l 
n o w d e t a c h e d f r o m the o t h e r w i l l s , is the o n l y one t h a t 
m a y leg is la te ; this is the o n l y one t h a t m a y i m p o s e i t se l f 
o n m e n w i t h o u t t h e i r h a v i n g a n y c l a i m against i t , because 
i f t h e y t u r n e d against i t t h e y w o u l d be t u r n i n g against 
themselves. T h i s sovere ign w i l l c a n n e i t h e r e r r n o r seek 
the e v i l o f its subjects. ' 

O n the o t h e r h a n d , w e h a v e the Scots e c o n o m i s t . T h e 
Scots e c o n o m i s t is a n o t h e r t y p e o f m a n : he is a f o r m a l , 
precise m a n , s i m p l e i n his tastes, s o m e w h a t V o l t a i r i a n , 
r a t h e r a b s t r a c t e d a n d s o m e w h a t m e l a n c h o l y . T h i s 
e c o n o m i s t , before he was one , e x p o u n d e d l o g i c i n G l a s g o w 
U n i v e r s i t y , a n d l a t e r , m o r a l p h i l o s o p h y . A t t h a t t i m e 
m o r a l p h i l o s o p h y was c o m p o s e d o f several q u i t e d i f ferent 
t h i n g s : n a t u r a l t h e o l o g y , ethics, j u r i s p r u d e n c e a n d p o l i t i c s . 
H e h a d even w r i t t e n a b o o k i n the y e a r 1759, a b o o k 
e n t i t l e d Theory of Moral Feeling; b u t i n r e a l i t y i t is n o t this 
b o o k that o p e n e d the gates o f i m m o r t a l i t y to h i m . T h e 
b o o k t h a t o p e n e d the gates o f i m m o r t a l i t y to h i m is 
e n t i t l e d Investigations Concerning the Wealth of Nations. T h e 
Scots e c o n o m i s t , as y o u h a v e a l l guessed b y n o w , was 
A d a m S m i t h . 

N o w , for A d a m S m i t h the e c o n o m i c w o r l d was a n a t u r a l 
c o m m u n i t y c r e a t e d b y the d i v i s i o n o f l a b o u r . T h i s 
d i v i s i o n o f l a b o u r was n o t a conscious p h e n o m e n o n , 
sought b y those w h o h a d sp l i t u p the tasks a m o n g t h e m 
selves; i t was a n u n c o n s c i o u s p h e n o m e n o n , a spontaneous 
p h e n o m e n o n . M e n h a d been g o i n g o n s p l i t t i n g u p the 
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w o r k w i t h o u t a n y c o m m o n u n d e r s t a n d i n g ; n o o n e , i n 
p r o c e e d i n g to m a k e this d i v i s i o n , h a d b e e n g u i d e d b y the 
interest o f the others, b u t m e r e l y b y u t i l i t y to h imsel f . 
W h i c h comes to this , that e a c h one , i n seeking this 
u t i l i t y to h imsel f , h a d a r r i v e d at h a r m o n y w i t h the u t i l i t y 
o f the rest. A n d so, i n this s p o n t a n e o u s , free society, there 
a p p e a r : first, l a b o u r , w h i c h is the sole source o f w e a l t h ; 
next , b a r t e r , that is to say the e x c h a n g e o f the th ings w e 
p r o d u c e ourselves for the th ings p r o d u c e d b y o t h e r s ; 
t h e n , m o n e y , w h i c h is a m e r c h a n d i s e t h a t e v e r y o n e is 
c e r t a i n w i l l be a c c e p t e d b y the rest ; finally, c a p i t a l , w h i c h 
is the s a v i n g o f t h a t w h i c h w e h a v e n o t h a d to s p e n d , 
the s a v i n g o f p r o d u c e d w e a l t h i n o r d e r to be a b l e , w i t h i t , 
to g ive life to fresh enterprises . A d a m S m i t h b e l i e v e d that 
c a p i t a l was the i n d i s p e n s a b l e c o n d i t i o n o f i n d u s t r y : 
' c a p i t a l m a k e s i n d u s t r y poss ib le , ' to use his o w n w o r d s . 
B u t a l l this h a p p e n s a u t o m a t i c a l l y , as I s a y : n o one has 
m a d e a n y a g r e e m e n t for this to w o r k thus, a n d n e v e r t h e 
less i t w o r k s thus a n d m u s t w o r k thus. M o r e o v e r A d a m 
S m i t h considers t h a t i t ought to w o r k thus , a n d he is so 
sure a n d so p leased w i t h this p r o o f he has b e e n s t r i n g i n g 
together , t h a t he t u r n s to the state, the s o v e r e i g n — h e 
also ca l l s i t t h e s o v e r e i g n — a n d h e says: ' T h e best 
t h i n g t h a t y o u c a n d o is n o t to inter fere w i t h a n y t h i n g . 
L e t th ings be as t h e y are . T h e things o f e c o n o m y are v e r y 
d e l i c a t e ; d o n ' t t o u c h t h e m , a n d i f y o u d o n ' t t o u c h t h e m 
t h e y ' l l w o r k b y themselves a n d w o r k w e l l . ' 

R o u s s e a u ' s b o o k was p u b l i s h e d i n 1 7 6 2 ; t h a t o f A d a m 
S m i t h was p u b l i s h e d i n 1776, n o t m a n y years l a t e r . S o far , 
t h e y are t w o d o c t r i n a l d i s q u i s i t i o n s : o n e thesis p u t f o r w a r d 
b y a p h i l o s o p h e r , a n d one p u t f o r w a r d b y a n e c o n o m i s t . 
B u t n o w w e see that at the s t o r m y e n d o f the e i g h t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y there o c c u r s w h a t was b o u n d to o c c u r , i n o r d e r 
t h a t those t h e o r e t i c a l theses m a y be p u t to the test f o r t h 
w i t h . A s i f w e were i n a c i n e m a , l o o k i n g at one o f those 
films w h i c h m a k e di f ferent events pass before o u r eyes. 
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a n d b r i n g f o r w a r d t o w a r d s us, as i f a r i s i n g o u t o f a d i s t a n t 
b a c k g r o u n d a n d a d v a n c i n g t o w a r d s the screen, figures 
r e p r e s e n t i n g dates (such as 1908, 1911, 1917), so this 
e v e n i n g w e c a n i m a g i n e ourselves to be seeing the f o l l o w 
i n g figures l e a p i n g o n to the s c r e e n — 1765, 1767, 1769, 
1770, 1785, a n d finally 1789. T h e first five dates corres
p o n d to the i n v a s i o n o f m a c h i n e r y , m a c h i n e r y t h a t is 
a b o u t to t r a n s f o r m i n d u s t r y , espec ia l ly the s p i n n i n g a n d 
w e a v i n g i n d u s t r i e s ; t h e y c o r r e s p o n d to the i n v e n t i o n o f 
the first m e c h a n i c a l s p i n n i n g - j e n n y , the first s team-engine , 
the first w e a v i n g - m a c h i n e . . . T h e last date , 1789, needless 
to say, is t h a t o f the F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n . T h e R e v o l u t i o n 
finds R o u s s e a u ' s p r i n c i p l e s r e a d y - m a d e , a n d accepts t h e m . 
I n the c o n s t i t u t i o n o f 1789, i n t h a t o f ' 9 1 , i n t h a t o f ' 9 3 , i n 
t h a t o f the e i g h t h y e a r , there is f o r m u l a t e d , i n a l m o s t 
e x a c t l y the w o r d s used b y R o u s s e a u , the p r i n c i p l e o f 
n a t i o n a l s o v e r e i g n t y : ' I n p r i n c i p l e a l l sovere ignty essen
t i a l l y resides i n the n a t i o n . N o c o r p o r a t i o n , n o i n d i 
v i d u a l , c a n exercise a u t h o r i t y t h a t does n o t e m a n a t e 
expressly t h e r e f r o m . ' D o n o t b e l i e v e that u n i v e r s a l suf
frage is a l w a y s a d m i t t e d at the same t i m e as t h a t d e c l a r a 
t i o n is m a d e ; o n l y i n one o f the c o n s t i t u t i o n s o f the 
F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n — t h a t o f 1793, w h i c h n e v e r c a m e to 
be a p p H e d ^ — i s t h a t suflTrage es tabl ished. I n the others 
i t was n o t ; i n the others, suffrage is r e s t r i c t e d , a n d i n the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n o f the e i g h t h y e a r i t even d i s a p p e a r s . B u t the 
p r i n c i p l e is a l w a y s e n u n c i a t e d : ' A H sovere ignty lies 
essential ly i n the n a t i o n . ' 

H o w e v e r , there is one t h i n g i n the R e v o l u t i o n a r y 
c o n s t i t u t i o n s w h i c h was n o t i n The Social Contract, n a m e l y 
the d e c l a r a t i o n o f the r ights o f m a n . A s I j u s t s a i d , 
R o u s s e a u d i d n o t a d m i t t h a t the i n d i v i d u a l c o u l d m a k e 
a n y reservat ions i n face o f t h a t sovere ign w i l l , that 
sovere ign ego f o r m e d b y the n a t i o n a l w i l l . R o u s s e a u d i d 
n o t a d m i t i t ; the R e v o l u t i o n a r y c o n s t i t u t i o n s d i d . B u t 
R o u s s e a u was i n the r i g h t . I n the course o f t i m e , the 
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p o w e r o f assemblies was to r e a c h s u c h a degree t h a t i n 
r e a l i t y the p e r s o n a l i t y o f m a n d i s a p p e a r e d , a n d i t was 
a n i l l u s i o n to t r y to c l a i m , against t h a t p o w e r , a n y k i n d 
o f r ights w h i c h the i n d i v i d u a l m i g h t h a v e reserved for 
h imsel f . 

L i b e r a l i s m (it m a y be d e s c r i b e d thus because the 
r a i s i n g o f a b a r r i e r against t y r a n n y was j u s t w h a t the 
R e v o l u t i o n a r y c o n s t i t u t i o n s a i m e d a t ) , l i b e r a l i s m has its 
great p e r i o d , the one i n w h i c h i t establishes a l l m e n as 
e q u a l before the l a w , a v i c t o r y f r o m w h i c h there c a n n o w 
be n o retrocess ion. B u t w i t h this v i c t o r y o n c e a c h i e v e d , 
a n d its great p e r i o d over , l i b e r a l i s m begins to find i tse l f 
w i t h n o t h i n g to d o , a n d spends its t i m e d e s t r o y i n g itself. 
N a t u r a l l y e n o u g h , w h a t R o u s s e a u t e r m e d the s o v e r e i g n 
w i l l becomes r e d u c e d to the w i l l o f the m a j o r i t y . A c c o r d i n g 
to R o u s s e a u , i t was the m a j o r i t y — t h e o r e t i c a l l y t h r o u g h 
its f a c u l t y o f d i v i n i n g a n d express ing the s o v e r e i g n w i l l , 
b u t i n p r a c t i c e t h r o u g h its v i c t o r y over the diss ident 
m i n o r i t y — w h i c h s h o u l d p r e v a i l o v e r a l l ; the a c h i e v e 
m e n t o f this m a j o r i t y i m p l i e d t h a t the par t ies h a d to enter 
i n t o conf l ic t so as to w i n m o r e votes t h a n t h e i r r i v a l s , t h a t 
t h e y h a d to m a k e p r o p a g a n d a against o n e a n o t h e r , after 
first h a v i n g c o m e i n t o b e i n g . I n o t h e r w o r d s , i t is p r e c i s e l y 
u n d e r the thesis o f s u p p o s e d l y i n d i v i s i b l e n a t i o n a l 
sovere ignty t h a t o p i n i o n s are m o s t d i v i d e d , for as e a c h 
g r o u p seeks t h a t its o w n w i l l s h a l l be i d e n t i f i e d w i t h the 
p r e s u m p t i v e sovere ign w i l l , the g r o u p s g r o w m o r e a n d 
m o r e o b l i g e d to def ine themselves, to a d o p t d i s t i n c t i v e 
a t t i tudes , to fight, to destroy one a n o t h e r a n d to t r y to 
w i n the e l e c t o r a l batt les . T h u s i t comes a b o u t t h a t i n 
the d e c o m p o s i t i o n o f the l i b e r a l system (of course, this 
e x a m i n a t i o n o r r e v i e w w h i c h has b e e n s u m m e d u p i n a 
few m i n u t e s is a process l a s t i n g m a n y years) , i n this 
d e c o m p o s i t i o n o f the l i b e r a l system the part ies b e c o m e so 
b r o k e n u p that , i n some par ts o f E u r o p e w h e n a r e g i m e 
has r e a c h e d its last gasp, as i t d i d i n the G e r m a n y o f the 
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days j u s t before H i t l e r , there h a v e b e e n n o less t h a n 
t h i r t y - t w o part ies . I s h o u l d n o t d a r e to state w h a t t h e y 
a l l a r c i n S p a i n because I m y s e l f d o n o t k n o w . I n d e e d , I 
d o n o t even k n o w the ones represented i n the C o r t e s , for 
a p a r t f r o m a l l the g r o u p s o f f i c ia l ly r e p r e s e n t e d a n d those 
fused i n t o p a r l i a m e n t a r y b locs , a n d a p a r t f r o m the 
m e m b e r s w h o , e i ther a l o n e o r w i t h one o r t w o b o s o m 
fr iends , p a r a d e u n d e r a g r o u p d e n o m i n a t i o n , there is i n 
the C o r t e s — as D o n M a r i a n o M a t e s a n z is a w a r e — one 
e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y o d d t h i n g : t w o m i n o r i t i e s , e a c h c o m p o s e d 
o f t e n g e n t l e m e n , a n d e a c h c a l H n g themselves I n d e p e n 
d e n t M i n o r i t i e s ; b u t , m a r k y o u , n o t because as m i n o r i t i e s 
t h e y are i n d e p e n d e n t o f the rest, b u t because e a c h o n e o f 
t h e i r c o m p o n e n t i n d i v i d u a l s regards h i m s e l f as b e i n g 
i n d e p e n d e n t o f a l l the others. S o t h a t those w h o b e l o n g 
to these m i n o r i t i e s — to w h i c h n e i t h e r D o n M a r i a n o 
M a t e s a n z n o r I b e l o n g , s ince w e are i n d e p e n d e n t a l 
together —• those w h o b e l o n g to these m i n o r i t i e s o w e t h e i r 
g r o u p i n g together a n d t h e i r c o n n e c t i n g l i n k so le ly to 
t h e i r c h a r a c t e r i s t i c note o f not b e i n g i n a g r e e m e n t . I n 
o t h e r w o r d s , the o n l y t h i n g t h e y agree a b o u t is t h a t t h e y 
d o n ' t agree a b o u t a n y t h i n g . A n d , n a t u r a l l y , a p a r t f r o m 
this p u l v e r i z i n g o f p a r t i e s , o r , r a t h e r , o n e m e r g i n g f r o m 
this p u l v e r i z a t i o n o f par t ies t h r o u g h the c o n d i t i o n a l u n i o n 
o f one o r t w o p a r t i e s , w e t h e n observe the p h e n o m e n o n 
t h a t the m a j o r i t y — h a l f the C o r t e s p l u s o n e , o r h a l f the 
C o r t e s p l u s t w o — feels i n v e s t e d w i t h the f u l l sovere ign 
p o w e r o f the n a t i o n to e x p l o i t o r c r u s h the rest, n o t 
m e r e l y the rest o f the m e m b e r s b u t the rest o f the S p a n i s h 
p e o p l e . I t feels i t s e l f to be the h o l d e r o f a l imi t less p o w e r 
o f s e l f - j u s t i f i c a t i o n ; i n o t h e r w o r d s i t feels i t s e l f e n d o w e d 
w i t h a u t h o r i t y to c a r r y t h r o u g h a n y t h i n g t h a t i t t h i n k s fit, 
w i t h o u t p a y i n g a n y f u r t h e r a t t e n t i o n to a n y k i n d o f 
p e r s o n a l j u d g m e n t , j u r i d i c a l o r h u m a n , as far as the rest 
o f m a n k i n d is c o n c e r n e d . 

J e a n J a c q u e s R o u s s e a u h a d foreseen s o m e t h i n g o f this 
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k i n d w h e n he s a i d : ' V e r y g o o d ; b u t as the sovere ign w i l l 
is i n d i v i s i b l e a n d m o r e o v e r i n c a p a b l e o f e r r o r , i f b y 
c h a n c e a m a n ever f inds h i m s e l f i n c o n f l i c t w i t h t l ie 
sovere ign w i l l , i t is the m a n w h o is i n e r r o r ; a n d at s u c h a 
t i m e , w h e n the sovere ign w i l l constra ins h i m to s u b m i t to 
i t , i t is d o i n g n o t h i n g else b u t c o m p e l l i n g h i m to be free. ' 
O b s e r v e the s o p h i s t r y ; a n d j u s t c o n s i d e r w h e t h e r , for 
i n s t a n c e , w h e n w e m e m b e r s o f the R e p u b l i c a n P a r l i a m e n t , 
u n d e n i a b l y the representat ives o f the n a t i o n a l sovere ignty , 
increase y o u r taxes o r i n v e n t some o t h e r u n c o m f o r t a b l e 
l a w to a n n o y y o u w i t h , i t has ever o c c u r r e d to y o u to 
t h i n k t h a t , i n this act o f r a i s i n g y o u r taxes o r a n n o y i n g 
y o u a l i t t l e m o r e , w e h a v e b e e n c a r r y i n g o u t the b e n e v o 
l e n t task o f m a k i n g y o u a l i t t l e m o r e free w h e t h e r y o u 
l i k e d i t o r n o t . 

S u c h , i n a v e r y b r i e f a n d s l i g h t l y confused synopsis , has 
b e e n the h i s t o r y o f p o l i t i c a l l i b e r a l i s m . 

I n the same w a y as R o u s s e a u f o u n d t h a t t h e F r e n c h 
R e v o l u t i o n a d o p t e d his p r i n c i p l e s a l i t t l e l a t e r , so A d a m 
S m i t h h a d the l u c k , r a r e l y a t t a i n e d b y a n y w r i t e r , o f seeing 
E n g l a n d also a d o p t his e c o n o m i c p r i n c i p l e s . S h e o p e n e d 
h e r doors to the free p l a y o f s u p p l y a n d d e m a n d , w h i c h , 
a c c o r d i n g to A d a m S m i t h , w o u l d w i t h o u t m o r e a d o o r 
e x e r t i o n b y a n y o n e else p r o d u c e e c o n o m i c e q u i l i b r i u m . 
A n d i n fact , e c o n o m i c l i b e r a l i s m too h a d its h e r o i c age o f 
l i fe , a m a g n i f i c e n t l y h e r o i c age. W e m u s t n e v e r v i l i f y the 
f a l l e n , n e i t h e r the p h y s i c a l l y f a l l e n , the m e n w h o as m e n , 
even i f t h e y w e r e o u r enemies, m e r i t a l l the respect d u e 
to t h e i r h u m a n q u a l i t y a n d d i g n i t y , n o r the i d e o l o g i c a l l y 
f a l l e n . E c o n o m i c l i b e r a l i s m d i d h a v e a great p e r i o d , a 
m a g n i f i c e n t p e r i o d o f s p l e n d o u r ; its i n i t i a t i v e b r o u g h t 
a b o u t the e n o r m o u s e x p a n s i o n i n the p r o d u c t i o n o f 
h i t h e r t o u n e x p l o i t e d w e a l t h , the access ib i l i ty , even to the 
lowest i n c o m e g r o u p s , o f great i n v e n t i o n s a n d c o n 
v e n i e n c e s ; w h i l e c o m p e t i t i o n a n d a b u n d a n c e u n d e n i a b l y 
ra ised the s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g for m a n y p e o p l e . H o w e v e r , 



158 P R I M O D E R I V E R A : S E L E C T E D W R I T I N G S 

what was to bring economic liberahsm to its death was the 
fact that very soon it was to give birth, as its own chi ld , to 
that tremendous phenomenon, perhaps the most tremen
dous of our epoch, which is known as capitalism; and 
from now on, I think we are no longer relating ancient 
history. 

I should like us once and for a l l to be clear among 
ourselves on the matter of words. W h e n we speak of 
capitalism, we are not referring to private property; the 
two things are not only different, but one might almost 
describe them as opposed. O n e effect of capitalism was 
just the annihilation, almost entirely, of private property 
i n its traditional forms. This is reasonably clear i n every
one's m i n d , but it may not be superfluous for me to devote 
a few words of further explanation to the subject. Capita
lism is the transformation, more or less rapidly, of what 
is the direct l ink between a man and his goods, into an 
instrument of power. T h e property of former times, the 
property of the craftsman, of the small producer, of the 
small trader, was as it were a projection of the indiv idual 
upon his goods. H e was their proprietor i n so far as he was 
able to have these goods, use them, enjoy them, exchange 
them; i f you like, it is practically i n those words that the 
conception of property has resided, for centuries, i n 
R o m a n law. But i n proportion as capitalism grows more 
perfect and complicated, you w i l l observe how the 
relationship between a man and his goods becomes more 
distant, and how a series of technical instruments of 
domination begins to come between them. W h a t was the 
direct, human, elementary projection of relationship 
between a man and his goods gets more, involved; 
symbols begin to be introduced which cover the repre
sentation of a property-relationship, but they are symbols 
that tend more and more to replace the l iv ing presence 
of the m a n ; and when capitalism reaches its final stage of 
perfection, the real proprietor of the former property is 
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n o l o n g e r a m a n , n o r a g r o u p o f m e n , b u t a n a b s t r a c t i o n 
represented b y slips o f p a p e r ; this is the case i n w h a t is 
c a l l e d the a n o n y m o u s c o m p a n y . T h e a n o n y m o u s c o m 
p a n y is the r e a l p r o p r i e t o r o f a w h o l e h e a p o f l e g a l r i g h t s , 
a n d to s u c h a p o i n t has i t d e h u m a n i z e d itself, to s u c h a 
p i t c h is i t i n d i f f e r e n t to the h u m a n p r o p r i e t o r o f those 
r ights , t h a t the e x c h a n g e o f shares b y t h e i r h o l d e r s has 
n o effect u p o n the j u r i d i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o r the f u n c t i o n 
i n g o f the c o m p a n y as a w h o l e . 

T h u s this great c a p i t a l , this t e c h n i c a l c a p i t a l , this 
c a p i t a l w h i c h at ta ins h u g e p r o p o r t i o n s , n o t o n l y has 
n o t h i n g to d o , as I s a i d , w i t h p r o p e r t y i n the e l e m e n t a r y 
h u m a n sense o f the w o r d , b u t is host i le to i t . T h a t is w h y 
o n m a n y occasions, w h e n I see h o w e m p l o y e r s a n d 
w o r k m e n , for i n s t a n c e , r e a c h the stage o f v i o l e n t c o n f l i c t 
e v e n to the p o i n t o f f a l l i n g v i c t i m s to outrages t h a t express 
a savage h a t r e d past a l l r e p a i r , I t h i n k to m y s e l f t h a t 
n e i t h e r side is a w a r e t h a t t h e y are p r o t a g o n i s t s i n a n 
e c o n o m i c s truggle , c e r t a i n l y , b u t o n e i n w h i c h , n i n e 
t imes o u t o f t e n , b o t h lots o f t h e m are o n the same side. 
T h e o t h e r s ide, o p p o s e d to b o t h e m p l o y e r s a n d w o r k m e n , 
is the p o w e r o f c a p i t a l i s m , the t e c h n i q u e o f finance-
c a p i t a h s m . I f this is n o t t r u e , t h e n t e l l m e , y o u w h o h a v e 
far m o r e exper ience t h a n I h a v e i n s u c h th ings , h o w 
often h a v e y o u h a d to go to the great c r e d i t houses to ask 
for e c o n o m i c a i d , w e l l a w a r e that t h e y c h a r g e y o u interest 
at the rate o f 7 o r 8 p e r cent , a n d e q u a l l y a w a r e that this 
m o n e y w h i c h t h e y l e n d y o u does n o t b e l o n g to the 
i n s t i t u t i o n that is l e n d i n g i t , b u t belongs to those w h o h a v e 
d e p o s i t e d i t a n d w h o are r e c e i v i n g i j o r 2 p e r cent 
interest themselves ? T h i s h u g e di f ference t h a t t h e y c h a r g e 
y o u for p a s s i n g the m o n e y f r o m one h a n d to a n o t h e r 
w e i g h s j o i n t l y u p o n y o u a n d u p o n y o u r w o r k m e n , w h o 
m a y b e even n o w are w a i t i n g r o u n d a c o r n e r to k i l l y o u . 

I t is this f i n a n c e - c a p i t a l , t h e n , w h i c h has been t r a v e l l i n g 
t o w a r d s its o w n co l lapse i n recent decades. N o t e that its 
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c o l l a p s e occurs i n t w o w a y s : f irst, f r o m the s o c i a l p o i n t o f 
v i e w (as i n d e e d was a l m o s t to be e x p e c t e d ) , a n d s e c o n d , 
f r o m the p o i n t o f v i e w o f c a p i t a l i s t t e c h n i q u e itself, as w e 
are s h o r t l y a b o u t to see. 

F r o m the s o c i a l p o i n t o f v i e w y o u w i l l see t h a t I a m 
g o i n g to f i n d m y s e l f q u i t e i n v o l u n t a r i l y i n a g r e e m e n t o n 
m o r e t h a n one p o i n t w i t h the c r i t i c i s m m a d e b y K a r l 
M a r x ; as i n fact a l l o f us, n o w t h a t w e h a v e flung ourselves 
i n t o p o l i t i c s , h a v e to speak o f h i m c o n s t a n t l y , as w e h a v e 
a l l h a d to d e c l a r e ourselves M a r x i s t s o r a n t i - M a r x i s t s . T o 
some p e o p l e — n a t u r a l l y n o t to a n y o f y o u — K a r l 
M a r x appears as a sort o f U t o p i a - s p i n n e r . W e h a v e e v e n 
seen i n p r i n t the expression ' the U t o p i a n d r e a m s o f K a r l 
M a r x ' . Y o u are o n l y too w e l l a w a r e t h a t i f there has b e e n 
o n e m a n i n the w o r l d w h o was n o t a d r e a m e r , t h a t m a n 
was K a r l M a r x . T h e one t h i n g his i m p l a c a b l e s p i r i t d i d 
was to p l a n t h i m s e l f d o w n before the l i v i n g r e a l i t y o f the 
B r i t i s h e c o n o m i c o r g a n i z a t i o n o f the M a n c h e s t e r factories , 
a n d d e d u c e t h a t w i t h i n t h a t e c o n o m i c s t r u c t u r e there w e r e 
at w o r k a n u m b e r o f c o n s t a n t factors w h i c h w o u l d e n d b y 
d e s t r o y i n g i t . T h i s is w h a t K a r l M a r x s a i d i n a b o o k o f 
a p p a l l i n g b u l k , w h i c h he w a s n o t a b l e to c o m p l e t e i n his 
l i f e t i m e , b u t a b o o k , to t e l l the t r u t h , as i n t e r e s t i n g as i t is 
b u l k y ; a b o o k o f the m o s t c losely reasoned d i a l e c t i c a n d o f 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y i n g e n u i t y ; a b o o k , as I say, o f p u r e c r i t i c i s m , 
i n w h i c h , after p r o p h e s y i n g that the society based o n this 
system w o u l d e n d b y d e s t r o y i n g itself, he d i d n o t even take 
the t r o u b l e to say w h e n o r i n w h a t f o r m its d e s t r u c t i o n 
w a s to c o m e u p o n i t . H e d i d n o m o r e t h a n say : G i v e n 
s u c h a n d s u c h premises , I d e d u c e t h a t this is g o i n g to e n d 
b a d l y . A n d t h e n he d i e d , e v e n before p u b l i s h i n g V o l u m e s 
T w o a n d T h r e e o f his w o r k , a n d he w e n t to the o t h e r 
w o r l d (I d a r e n o t say to H e l l , as t h a t w o u l d be a r a s h 
j u d g m e n t ) , w i t h o u t the sl ightest s u s p i c i o n t h a t one d a y 
a S p a n i s h a n t i - M a r x i s t was to arise w h o w o u l d r a n k h i m 
a m o n g the poets. 
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T h i s K a r l M a r x l o n g since a u g u r e d the s o c i a l co l lapse 
o f c a p i t a h s m w h i c h I a m d i s c u s s i n g w i t h y o u n o w . H e s a w 
t h a t the f o l l o w i n g things at least w e r e g o i n g to o c c u r . 
F i r s t , the a c c u m u l a t i o n o f c a p i t a l w h i c h c a n n o t f a i l to be 
p r o d u c e d b y large-scale i n d u s t r y . S m a l l - s c a l e i n d u s t r y 
w o r k e d w i t h p r a c t i c a l l y t w o i n g r e d i e n t s a l o n e : l a b o u r a n d 
r a w m a t e r i a l . I n p e r i o d s o f cr is is , these t w o things w e r e 
easy to r e d u c e : less r a w m a t e r i a l was b o u g h t , the n u m b e r 
o f h a n d s e m p l o y e d was r e d u c e d , a n d p r o d u c t i o n was 
r o u g h l y e q u a t e d to the m a r k e t ' s d e m a n d s . B u t large-scale 
i n d u s t r y comes i n t o b e i n g , a n d large-scale i n d u s t r y , a p a r t 
f r o m t h a t e lement w h i c h M a r x cal ls v a r i a b l e c a p i t a l , 
e m p l o y s a vast p a r t o f its reserves i n fixed c a p i t a l — a vast 
p a r t , far e x c e e d i n g the v a l u e o f the r a w m a t e r i a l s a n d 
wages o f l a b o u r ; a n d i t sets u p great i n s t a l l a t i o n s o f 
m a c h i n e r y w h i c h c a n n o t be i n s t a n t a n e o u s l y r e d u c e d . 
H e n c e , i f p r o d u c t i o n is to r e p a y this vast c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f 
fixed c a p i t a l , there is n o t h i n g this t y p e o f i n d u s t r y c a n d o 
b u t p r o d u c e o n a n e n o r m o u s scale, as i t does ; a n d as i t 
p r o d u c e s c h e a p e r b y d i n t o f i n c r e a s i n g the v o l u m e o f 
p r o d u c t i o n , i t i n v a d e s the s m a l l p r o d u c e r s ' d o m a i n , 
r u i n i n g t h e m one b y one , a n d ends b y a b s o r b i n g t h e m a l l . 

T h i s l a w o f a c c u m u l a t i o n o f c a p i t a l was p r e d i c t e d b y 
M a r x , a n d t h o u g h some say i t has n o t been f u l f i l l e d , w e 
are b e g i n n i n g to see t h a t i t has, for E u r o p e a n d the w o r l d 
are f u l l o f trusts, h u g e p r o d u c e r s ' federat ions a n d o t h e r 
th ings t h a t y o u k n o w m o r e a b o u t t h a n I d o , l i k e these 
m a g n i f i c e n t o n e - p r i c e stores, w h i c h c a n a f ford to sel l at 
d u m p i n g rates because t h e y k n o w y o u c a n n o t s t a n d m o r e 
t h a n a few m o n t h s ' c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h t h e m , whereas they , 
o n the c o n t r a r y , b y b a l a n c i n g some establ ishments 
aga inst others a n d some b r a n c h e s against others, c a n f o l d 
t h e i r a r m s a n d a w a i t y o u r c o m p l e t e a n n i h i l a t i o n . 

T h e second p h e n o m e n o n t h a t supervenes is p r o l e 
t a r i a n i z a t i o n . C r a f t s m e n d i s p l a c e d f r o m t h e i r p o s i t i o n s , 
c r a f t s m e n w h o h a v e b e e n the o w n e r s o f t h e i r o w n m e a n s 
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o f p r o d u c t i o n a n d w h o h a v e n a t u r a l l y h a d to sel l this s ince 
i t is n o w useless to t h e m , a n d s i m i l a r l y s m a l l m a n u 
facturers a n d s m a l l t raders , c o n t i n u e to get e c o n o m i c a l l y 
c r u s h e d b y this h u g e , co lossal , i r res is t ib le a d v a n c e o f b i g 
c a p i t a l , a n d e n d b y b e i n g i n c o r p o r a t e d i n the p r o l e t a r i a t , 
a n d p r o l e t a r i a n i z e d . M a r x describes this i n r e m a r k a b l y 
d r a m a t i c terms, a n d says t h a t these m e n , after s e l l i n g t h e i r 
p r o d u c t s , s e l l i n g the means t h e y h a d o f m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
t h e i r p r o d u c t s a n d s e l l i n g t h e i r houses, h a v e n o w n o t h i n g 
left to se l l , a n d t h e n t h e y r e a l i z e t h a t t h e y themselves 
c a n be a f o r m o f m e r c h a n d i s e , t h e i r v e r y l a b o u r c a n be a 
f o r m o f m e r c h a n d i s e , a n d t h e y r u s h to the m a r k e t to h i r e 
themselves o u t i n t e m p o r a r y s lavery . T h i s p h e n o m e n o n , 
t h e n , the p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n o f vast masses, a n d t h e i r 
c o n g l o m e r a t i o n r o u n d c i t y factories , is a n o t h e r s y m p t o m 
o f the s o c i a l b a n k r u p t c y o f c a p i t a l i s m . 

Y e t there is s t i l l o n e m o r e to be p r o d u c e d , a n d t h a t is 
u n e m p l o y m e n t . I n the first days o f the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 
m a c h i n e r y the w o r k m e n resisted its i n t r o d u c t i o n i n t o the 
w o r k s h o p s . T h e y r e c k o n e d t h a t these m a c h i n e s , w h i c h 
c o u l d d o the w o r k o f t w e n t y , a h u n d r e d , o r f o u r h u n d r e d 
w o r k m e n , w e r e g o i n g to d i s p l a c e t h e m . A s those w e r e the 
days o f f a i t h i n ' i n d e f i n i t e progress ' , the e c o n o m i s t o f the 
d a y s a i d w i t h a s m i l e : ' T h e s e i g n o r a n t w o r k i n g m e n d o 
n o t r e a l i z e t h a t w h a t this is g o i n g to d o is to increase 
p r o d u c t i o n , d e v e l o p t r a d e , p r o v i d e a greater v o l u m e o f 
bus iness ; there w i l l be r o o m for m a c h i n e s a n d for m e n . ' 
B u t i t p r o v e d t h a t there was n o t r o o m , for i n m a n y par ts 
m a c h i n e s h a v e d i s p l a c e d a l m o s t a l l the m e n , to the m o s t 
o u t r a g e o u s degree. F o r e x a m p l e , i n C z e c h o s l o v a k i a n 
b o t t l e p r o d u c t i o n — these d a t a o c c u r to m y m i n d — i n 
w h i c h 8 ,000 w o r k m e n were e m p l o y e d , n o t i n 1880 b u t i n 
1920, there are at this m o m e n t o n l y 1,000 e m p l o y e d , b u t 
the o u t p u t o f bott les has nevertheless i n c r e a s e d . 

T h e d i s p l a c e m e n t o f m e n b y m a c h i n e s is n o t a c c o m 
p a n i e d b y even the c o m p e n s a t i o n r o m a n t i c a l l y a t t r i b u t e d 
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to the m a c h i n e i n f o r m e r t imes , the c o m p e n s a t i o n w h i c h 
consisted i n r e l i e v i n g m e n o f the h e a v y b u r d e n o f l a b o u r . 
I t w a s s a i d : ' N o , the m a c h i n e s w i l l d o o u r w o r k , the 
m a c h i n e s w i l l free us f r o m t o i l . ' T h i s p o e t i c a l c o m p e n s a 
t i o n does n o t exist, for w h a t the m a c h i n e s h a v e d o n e has 
b e e n n o t to r e d u c e the m e n ' s w o r k i n g d a y , b u t , w h i l e 
m a i n t a i n i n g i t u n c h a n g e d — for the r e d u c t i o n i n w o r k i n g 
h o u r s is d u e to di f ferent causes — to d i s p l a c e a l l the 
s u r p l u s m e n . I t is c l e a r t h a t w o r k m e n ' s wages h a v e 
i n c r e a s e d ; b u t here a g a i n w e m u s t r e p e a t e v e r y t h i n g 
t r u t h f u l l y , j u s t as w e f i n d i t i n the statistics. I n the p e r i o d 
o f p r o s p e r i t y f r o m 1922 to 1929 i n the U n i t e d States, d o 
y o u k n o w h o w m u c h the t o t a l v o l u m e o f wages p a i d to 
w o r k m e n w e n t u p ? W e l l , i t w e n t u p b y 5 p e r cent . A n d 
d o y o u k n o w h o w m u c h d i v i d e n d s o n c a p i t a l w e n t u p 
d u r i n g the same p e r i o d ? W e l l , i t w a s 8 6 p e r cent . T e l l 
m e i f t h a t is a f a i r w a y o f s h a r i n g the a d v a n t a g e s o f 
m e c h a n i z a t i o n ! 

B u t i t was p r e d i c t a b l e t h a t c a p i t a l i s m s h o u l d l e a d to 
this s o c i a l co l lapse . W h a t was less p r e d i c t a b l e w a s t h a t 
c a p i t a l i s m s h o u l d also suffer a t e c h n i c a l co l lapse , w h i c h is 
p e r h a p s w h a t is b r i n g i n g i t to s u c h desperate straits . 

F o r i n s t a n c e , p e r i o d i c crises h a v e b e e n a p h e n o m e n o n 
o f large-scale i n d u s t r y , a n d result f r o m j u s t t h a t cause I 
m e n t i o n e d before, w h e n I d e a l t w i t h the a c c u m u l a t i o n o f 
c a p i t a l . T h e i r r e c o v e r a b l e e x p e n d i t u r e o f the o r i g i n a l 
i n s t a l l a t i o n is d e a d - w e i g h t e x p e n d i t u r e w h i c h c a n i n n o 
case be r e d u c e d as the m a r k e t s h r i n k s . O v e r - p r o d u c t i o n , 
the o v e r - p r o d u c t i o n o n a v i o l e n t scale w h i c h I spoke o f 
before, ends b y s a t u r a t i n g the m a r k e t s . T h e n u n d e r 
c o n s u m p t i o n occurs , a n d the m a r k e t absorbs less t h a n the 
factories are d e l i v e r i n g to i t . I f the s t r u c t u r e o f the f o r m e r , 
smal l -sca le e c o n o m i c system h a d b e e n p r e s e r v e d , p r o d u c 
t i o n w o u l d d e c l i n e i n p r o p o r t i o n to d e m a n d b y m e a n s o f a 
d i m i n u t i o n o f the i n t a k e o f r a w m a t e r i a l s a n d l a b o u r . B u t 
as this c a n n o t be d o n e i n the case o f large-scale i n d u s t r y , 
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large-scale i n d u s t r y is r u i n e d ; t h a t is to say, large-scale 
i n d u s t r y has to face p e r i o d s o f worse crisis t h a n s m a l l -
scale i n d u s t r y . T h i s is the first co l lapse o f its e r s t w h i l e 
p r i d e . 

A f t e r w a r d s , h o w e v e r , one o f the m o s t p l e a s i n g a n d 
a t t r a c t i v e notes o f the h e r o i c age o f l i b e r a l c a p i t a h s m 
fails also, t h a t p r i d e o f its earl iest days w h i c h s a i d : T 
h a v e n o n e e d w h a t s o e v e r o f p u b l i c assistance; n a y , I 
request the p u b l i c a u t h o r i t i e s to leave m e i n peace a n d n o t 
to inter fere i n m y affairs . ' I n a v e r y short space o f t i m e , 
c a p i t a l i s m b o w s its h e a d i n this d o m a i n also, a n d as soon 
as the p e r i o d s o f crisis a r r i v e , i t has recourse to p u b l i c 
assistance; a n d so w e h a v e seen h o w the m o s t p o w e r f u l 
c o n c e r n s h a v e resorted to the b e n e v o l e n c e o f the state 
e i t h e r to g a i n t a r i f f p r o t e c t i o n o r to o b t a i n financial 
s u p p o r t . I n o t h e r w o r d s , to q u o t e a w r i t e r host i le to the 
c a p i t a l i s t system, the c a p i t a l i s m w h i c h is so h a u g h t y a n d 
r e f r a c t o r y i n the m a t t e r o f s o c i a l i z a t i o n o f its prof i ts is 
the first to b e g , w h e n th ings are g o i n g b a d l y , for the 
s o c i a l i z a t i o n o f its losses. 

F i n a l l y , a n o t h e r a d v a n t a g e o f free e x c h a n g e a n d l i b e r a l 
e c o n o m i c s consis ted i n the s t i m u l a t i o n a f f o r d e d b y 
c o m p e t i t i o n . I t w a s s a i d : ' B y c o m p e t i n g i n a n o p e n 
m a r k e t , a l l p r o d u c e r s w i l l be c o n t i n u a l l y p e r f e c t i n g t h e i r 
p r o d u c t s , a n d the p o s i t i o n o f those w h o b u y t h e m w i l l get 
better a n d better . ' B u t large-scale c a p i t a l i s m has a u t o 
m a t i c a l l y e l i m i n a t e d c o m p e t i t i o n b y p l a c i n g a l l p r o d u c 
t i o n i n the h a n d s o f a few p o w e r f u l concerns . 

T h u s h a v e c o m e a b o u t a l l the results w e h a v e seen: 
crisis , p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n , p a r a l y s i s , the c l o s i n g o f factories, 
the h u g e a r r a y o f p r o l e t a r i a n s w i t h o u t e m p l o y m e n t , the 
E u r o p e a n w a r , the p o s t - w a r days — a n d m a n , w h o 
a s p i r e d to l i v e u n d e r a l i b e r a l e c o n o m i c a n d p o l i t i c a l 
system a n d u n d e r l i b e r a l p r i n c i p l e s t h a t filled s u c h a 
p o l i t i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c l i fe w i t h substance a n d h o p e , 
c a m e i n the e n d to find h i m s e l f r e d u c e d to this a p p a l l i n g 
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State. F o r m e r l y he was a c r a f t s m a n o r a s m a l l m a n u 
f a c t u r e r , p e r h a p s a m e m b e r o f some p r i v i l e g e d c o r p o r a 
t i o n , o r a c i t i z e n o f a p o w e r f u l m u n i c i p a l i t y . T o d a y he is 
n o n e o f these th ings . M a n has b e e n g r a d u a l l y s t r i p p e d 
o f a l l his a t t r ibutes , h e has b e e n left n o t h i n g b u t his 
i n d i v i d u a l c h e m i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ; he has n o t h i n g n o w , 
he has o n l y d a y a n d n i g h t ; he has n o t even a piece o f l a n d 
o f his o w n to set his foot o n , o r a house to l o d g e i n . T h e 
c i t i z e n s h i p o f o l d , c o m p l e t e , h u m a n , i n t e g r a l a n d f u l l , 
has b e e n r e d u c e d to these t w o p i t i a b l e t h i n g s : a n u m b e r 
o n the e l e c t o r a l r o l l , a n d a n u m b e r i n the q u e u e at the 
f a c t o r y gates. 

A n d t h e n l o o k at the d o u b l e p r o s p e c t for E u r o p e . O n 
the one h a n d , the nearness o f a possible w a r : E u r o p e , 
d e s p a i r i n g , o u t o f gear , n e r v e - w r a c k e d , m a y w e l l r u s h 
i n t o a n o t h e r w a r . A n d o n the o t h e r h a n d , the a t t r a c t i o n 
o f R u s s i a , the a t t r a c t i o n o f A s i a , for y o u s h o u l d n o t forget 
the A s i a t i c i n g r e d i e n t i n w h a t is c a l l e d R u s s i a n c o m 
m u n i s m , i n w h i c h there is as m u c h o r m o r e o f t y p i c a l l y 
a n a r c h i s t i c a n d A s i a t i c i n f l u e n c e as there is o f G e r m a n i c 
M a r x i a n i n f l u e n c e . L e n i n p r o c l a i m e d , as the last stage i n 
the r e g i m e he sought to i m p l a n t — he p r o c l a i m e d i t i n 
the b o o k he p u b l i s h e d s h o r t l y before the t r i u m p h o f the 
R u s s i a n R e v o l u t i o n — t h a t i n the e n d a stateless a n d 
classless society w o u l d c o m e a b o u t . T h i s last stage h a d a l l 
the features o f the a n a r c h i s m o f B a k u n i n a n d K r o p o t k i n ; 
b u t to r e a c h this stage i t was necessary to pass t h r o u g h 
a n o t h e r most gr ievous a n d M a r x i a n one , the d i c t a t o r s h i p 
o f the p r o l e t a r i a t , a n d L e n i n , w i t h e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y c y n i c a l 
i r o n y , o b s e r v e d : ' T h i s stage w i l l n o t be free o r j u s t . T h e 
state's m i s s i o n is to oppress ; a l l states oppress ; the w o r k i n g -
class state too w i l l h a v e to be a n oppressor . W h a t w i l l 
o c c u r is t h a t i t w i l l be o p p r e s s i n g the r e c e n t l y e x p r o p r i a t e d 
class, the class t h a t h i t h e r t o oppressed it. T h e state w i l l n o t 
be free or j u s t . A n d , m o r e o v e r , the t r a n s i t i o n to the f i n a l 
stage, that v e n t u r e s o m e stage o f c o m m u n i s t a n a r c h i s m . 
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w i l l c o m e a b o u t w e k n o w n o t w h e n . ' T h a t t i m e is one t h a t 
i t has n o t r e a c h e d yet, a n d p r o b a b l y never w i l l r e a c h . T o 
a E u r o p e a n consciousness, to the consciousness o f a 
E u r o p e a n b o u r g e o i s i e o r p r o l e t a r i a t , this is a m a t t e r for 
d r e a d a n d d e s p a i r . T r u e , w h a t t h e y h a v e r e a c h e d i n t h a t 
c o u n t r y is d i s s o l u t i o n i n m u l t i p l i c i t y o f n u m b e r , a n d 
o p p r e s s i o n b e n e a t h the i r o n h e e l o f the state. B u t the 
d e s p a i r i n g E u r o p e a n p r o l e t a r i a t , w h i c h c a n find n o 
e x p l a n a t i o n o f its o w n existence i n E u r o p e , looks o n the 
R u s s i a n t h i n g as a m y t h , as a r e m o t e p o s s i b i H t y o f 
l i b e r a t i o n . O b s e r v e to w h a t a pass w e h a v e b e e n b r o u g h t 
b y the final d e c o m p o s i t i o n o f p o l i t i c a l a n d e c o n o m i c 
l i b e r a l i s m , p l a c i n g vast masses o f E u r o p e a n s i n this 
f r i g h t f u l d i l e m m a : e i ther a fresh w a r , w h i c h w i l l be the 
s u i c i d e o f E u r o p e , o r else c o m m u n i s m , w h i c h w i l l m e a n 
h a n d i n g E u r o p e o v e r to A s i a . 

A n d m e a n w h i l e , w h a t o f S p a i n ? I n a c t u a l fact, o u r 
p o l i t i c a l l i b e r a l i s m a n d o u r e c o n o m i c l i b e r a h s m h a v e 
b e e n a l m o s t s p a r e d the t r o u b l e o f d e c a y i n g because t h e y 
h a v e b a r e l y at a n y t i m e existed. Y o u a l r e a d y k n o w w h a t 
p o l i t i c a l l i b e r a l i s m m e a n t . E l e c t i o n s , u n t i l q u i t e recent 
t imes , were a r r a n g e d i n the M i n i s t r y o f the I n t e r i o r , a n d 
there was e v e n a l a r g e n u m b e r o f S p a n i a r d s w h o c o n 
g r a t u l a t e d themselves t h a t this was so. A n g e l G a n i v e t , 
o n e o f the m o s t b r i l l i a n t o f S p a n i a r d s , b a c k i n the y e a r 
1887, s a i d m o r e o r less t h i s : ' F o r t u n a t e l y , w e h a v e i n 
S p a i n one a d m i r a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n , n a m e l y the encasillado 
system. T h i s a v o i d s the h o l d i n g o f e lect ions, for o n the d a y 
w h e n elect ions are h e l d the results w i l l be v e r y serious. 
O b v i o u s l y , i n o r d e r to g a i n the s u p p o r t o f the masses, v e r y 
c r u d e a n d easi ly c o m p r e h e n d e d ideas m u s t be p u t i n t o 
c i r c u l a t i o n , because d i f f i c u l t ideas c a n n o t be b r o u g h t 
h o m e to a m u l t i t u d e ; a n d as i t w i l l t h e n be the case that 
the m o s t g i f ted m e n w i l l n o t feel v e r y eager to w a l k a b o u t 
the streets s h a k i n g h a n d s w i t h the w o r t h y electors a n d 
t a l k i n g fatuit ies to t h e m , i t w i l l e n d u p i n the t r i u m p h o f 
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those f r o m w h o m fatuit ies p r o c e e d as a n a t u r a l a n d 
t y p i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c ' S o m e years l a t e r —• I t h i n k i t w a s 
i n 1893 — r e c a l c i t r a n t a n d t e n a c i o u s as ever o f his 
a n t i - d e m o c r a t i c a t t i t u d e , he w e n t so far as to s a y : T a m 
a n enthus ias t ic a d m i r e r o f u n i v e r s a l suffrage, o n o n e 
c o n d i t i o n — t h a t n o b o d y votes. ' A n d he a d d e d : ' L e t i t 
n o t be t h o u g h t that this is m e r e l y a j o k e i n b a d taste. I 
r e a l i z e t h a t i n essence, i n p r i n c i p l e , a l l m e n s h o u l d take 
p a r t i n t h e i r c o u n t r y ' s affairs o f state, j u s t as I f i n d the 
perfect s i t u a t i o n for m a n is to be a p a t e r f a m i l i a s ; b u t as 
the t w o th ings are so d i f f i c u l t , I advise a l l the m e n I see 
o n the w a y to c o n t r a c t i n g m a r r i a g e n o t to d o so, a n d 
those w h o m I find p r e p a r e d for v o t i n g , I advise n o t to v o t e . 
F o r t u n a t e l y , the S p a n i s h p e o p l e has n o n e e d o f this 
c o u n s e l because i t has i t se l f d e c i d e d n o t to vote . ' 

S u c h , i n d e e d , has b e e n o u r p o l i t i c a l l i b e r a l i s m . A n d 
w h e n i t s t o p p e d b e i n g l i k e t h a t a n d there w e r e r e a l 
e lect ions, w e wi tnessed the s ight o f a p a r l i a m e n t w h i c h , 
c o n v i n c e d t h a t e l e c t o r a l v i c t o r y e m p o w e r e d i t to d o w h a t 
ever i t s a w fit, d i d so i n d e e d , even to the p o i n t o f c r u s h i n g 
the rest o f h u m a n i t y . 

B u t a p a r t f r o m this fluctuation b e t w e e n the l i b e r a l 
r e g i m e w h i c h h a d n o existence a n d the C o r t e s w h i c h h a d 
t o o m u c h , w e d i s c o v e r t h a t the S p a n i s h state, the 
S p a n i s h c o n s t i t u t i o n a l state as w e see i t d e l i n e a t e d i n its 
f u n d a m e n t a l c h a r t e r a n d a n c i l l a r y statutes, does n o t 
ex is t ; i t is a m e r e j o k e , a m e r e s i m u l a c r u m o f existence. 
T h e S p a n i s h state does n o t exist i n a n y o n e o f its m o s t 
i m p o r t a n t i n s t i t u t i o n s . W e , for e x a m p l e , are m e m b e r s o f 
the C o r t e s ; the C o r t e s has one p r i m o r d i a l d u t y ; this 
p r i m o r d i a l d u t y consists i n a p p r o v i n g a n e c o n o m i c b i l l 
e a c h y e a r . W e are at present l i v i n g u n d e r a n e c o n o m i c 
l a w w h i c h was passed — y o u a l l k n o w this , because y o u 
h a v e b e e n t o l d b y p e o p l e w i t h m o r e a u t h o r i t y t h a n I — 
for the y e a r 1934. I t was a p p a r e n t l y l i q u i d a t e d w i t h a 
def ic i t o f 592 m i l l i o n pesetas; this def ic i t s h o u l d i n r e a l i t y 
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be a b o u t Boo m i l l i o n , because some o f the o b h g a t i o n s 
w h i c h h a d been c o n t r a c t e d w e r e s t i l l p e n d i n g p a y m e n t . 
A n d w i t h the b u d g e t i n t h a t state, w h i c h a l l o f us w h o are 
m e m b e r s o f the C o r t e s h a v e c o n d e m n e d as a b o m i n a b l e , 
w e h a v e e n t e r e d u p o n the y e a r 1935. W e h a v e b e e n t o o 
l a z y to draf t a fresh b u d g e t , a n d so w e h a v e s t a r t e d to 
p r o l o n g the l i fe o f the o l d one b y q u a r t e r l y p e r i o d s ; b u t 
i n the first q u a r t e r l y p e r i o d , as i f i t w e r e t o o s m a l l , w e 
a l r e a d y a d d e d to i t a s u m w h i c h I t h i n k was 73 m i l l i o n i n 
e x t r a e x p e n d i t u r e , a n d after t h a t a series o f e x t r a o r d i n a r y 
credi ts w i l l be a d d e d , t h a n k s to w h i c h , w h e n this b u d g e t is 
l i q u i d a t e d , w e s h a l l p r o u d l y d i s p l a y to the eyes o f E u r o p e 
the l i q u i d a t i o n o f a b u d g e t w h i c h i n the course o f n o m o r e 
t h a n t w e l v e m o n t h s s w i n d l e s the c o u n t r y o u t o f 1,000 
m i l l i o n pesetas. 

Neverthe less , w h e n w e h a v e t h a t to face, a n d the w i n e 
p r o b l e m w h i c h b r o o k s n o d e l a y , a n d the w h e a t p r o b l e m , 
a n d the u n e m p l o y m e n t p r o b l e m , w h i c h is a r e a l a n x i e t y 
a n d a r e a l d i s g r a c e , w e m e m b e r s o f the C o r t e s d e c i d e one 
d a y to g r a n t ourselves a short h o l i d a y for C a r n i v a l , a 
c a r n i v a l t h a t n o b o d y celebrates a n y l o n g e r , b u t w h i c h 
w e m e m b e r s o f the C o r t e s h a v e to ce lebrate , for some 
r e a s o n t h a t I c a n n o t u n d e r s t a n d . 

A n d w h a t a b o u t u n e m p l o y m e n t ? W e h a v e a b o u t 
7 0 0 , 0 0 0 o u t o f w o r k . 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 , i n a c o u n t r y t h a t is n o t 
r e c o v e r i n g f r o m w a r , i n a c o u n t r y t h a t has n o t even h a d 
large-scale i n d u s t r y a n d is n o t , therefore, l i q u i d a t i n g the 
crisis o f large-scale c a p i t a l i s m ! W e h a v e 700,000 u n 
e m p l o y e d , w h o s e p h y s i c a l existence is a sheer m i r a c l e 
every m o r n i n g . W e l l , I d o n ' t k n o w h o w l o n g w e h a v e 
b e e n t a l k i n g a b o u t those 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 u n e m p l o y e d . A s t r o n g 
m i n o r i t y s a i d t h a t i t was g o i n g to c o n t r i b u t e 100 m i l l i o n 
pesetas f o r the r e l i e f o f these 700,000 u n e m p l o y e d . T h e n 
a n o t h e r m i n o r i t y , w h i c h does n o t a l l o w i t se l f to be o u t d o n e 
i n these affairs, a m i n o r i t y w h i c h is n o w b o t h m i n o r i t y a n d 
t o t a l i t y , because i t f i l ls the g o v e r n m e n t e n t i r e l y , s a i d : 
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' 100 m i l l i o n ? i , o o o m i l l i o n ! W e are g o i n g to g i v e i , o o o 

m i l l i o n ! ' 

N o w y o u w i l l see. T h i s i , o o o m i l l i o n has b e e n the subject 

o f s t u d y a n d d i s t r i b u t i o n b y the g o v e r n m e n t w h i c h 

a d m i n i s t e r s o u r c o u n t r y . O u t o f this i , o o o m i l l i o n w h i c h 

is e a r m a r k e d for the r e l i e f o f u n e m p l o y m e n t , 750 m i l h o n 

pesetas are a p p l i e d to the b u i l d i n g o f p u b l i c edifices. Y o u 

w i l l a p p r e c i a t e t h a t the e r e c t i o n o f p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s does 

n o t seem to be a w a y o f n o r m a l i z i n g the e c o n o m y . I t is 

to be h o p e d t h a t w e s h a l l n o t use u p 750 m i l l i o n pesetas 

a y e a r i n e r e c t i n g p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s . B u t i t is also the case 

t h a t w h e n w e take the figures o f u n e m p l o y m e n t , w e find 

t h a t m o r e t h a n 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 u n e m p l o y e d , o u t o f the 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 

t h a t there are a l together , are r u r a l w o r k e r s , w h o w i l l n o t 

see a s ingle peseta o f the 750 m i l l i o n . 

S u c h is o u r state, a state w h i c h , o n p e r s o n n e l ( a n d I find 

i t m o s t p r o p e r t h a t the state p e r s o n n e l s h o u l d d r a w t h e i r 

p a y ; they h a v e n o t seized p u b l i c office b y f o r c e ; t h e y h a v e 

c o m e i n because the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o p e n e d its doors to 

t h e m ; thus i n a l l this there is n o censure o f the staff w h o 

serve i n p u b l i c office) — w h i c h spends o n p e r s o n n e l , I 

repeat , a c c o r d i n g to h i g h l y r e l i a b l e estimates, 1,350 

m i l h o n pesetas a y e a r , a p a r t f r o m the 313 m i l l i o n w h i c h 

goes to state pensioners . 

A g a i n , I w o u l d s a y : this w o u l d be a l l v e r y w e l l i f this 

state served some p u r p o s e . B u t this l u x u r i o u s state, this 

state w h i c h depr ives i tse l f o f n o t h i n g , this state w h i c h w e 

m a i n t a i n w i t h a l l the taxes, a l l the c o n t r i b u t i o n s , a n d 

f u r t h e r m o r e a l l t h a t w e l e n d i t e a c h y e a r , w h i c h w i l l s o o n 

be u n a b l e to go o n a s k i n g because n o b o d y w i l l trust i t , 

this state carr ies o u t n o services. T o d a y , i n d e e d , i t has 

c e r t a i n l y got t h e m a l l o r g a n i z e d . I h a v e b e e n t o l d (I h a v e 

n o t c h e c k e d i t , b u t I t e l l y o u w h i c h th ings are u n c h e c k e d 

so t h a t y o u m a y rece ive t h e m as such) t h a t a g r i c u l t u r a l 

pests are dea l t w i t h b y the state i n the f o l l o w i n g m a n n e r : 

w h e n t l ierc is a n o u t b r e a k i n the c o u n t r y , the o w n e r o f the 
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l a n d files a p e t i t i o n for the e x t e r m i n a t i o n o f the pest. 
N a t u r a l l y , b y the t i m e t h a t the file is dea l t w i t h , there is 
n o n e e d to b o t h e r a b o u t e x t e r m i n a t i o n . 

N e i t h e r d i d e c o n o m i c l i b e r a l i s m r e a l l y c o m e to f a i l i n 
S p a i n , because the best p e r i o d o f e c o n o m i c l i b e r a l i s m , the 
h e r o i c age o f c a p i t a l i s m i n its o r i g i n a l stages, was never 
e x p e r i e n c e d , g e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , b y S p a n i s h c a p i t a l at a l l . 
H e r e , b i g business resorted to state a i d f r o m the outset ; 
n o t o n l y d i d t h e y n o t reject i t , b u t t h e y a p p l i e d for i t , a n d 
f r e q u e n t l y — as y o u are a w a r e a n d a l l r e m e m b e r — t h e y 
n o t o n l y got state a i d , n o t o n l y set a b o u t n e g o t i a t i n g 
p r o t e c t i v e increases i n tariffs, b u t t u r n e d the negot ia t ions 
themselves i n t o a w e a p o n for the p u r p o s e o f e x t r a c t i n g 
every sort o f concess ion f r o m the S p a n i s h state. 

N o w i n this S p a i n w h i c h has n e v e r b e e n h i g h l y i n 
d u s t r i a l i z e d a n d is n o t o v e r p o p u l a t e d ; w h i c h d i d n o t go 
t h r o u g h the w a r ; w h e r e w e s t i l l h a v e the p o s s i b i l i t y o f 
r e s t o r i n g h a n d i c r a f t s , w h i c h l a r g e l y r e m a i n i n ex is tence; 
w h e r e w e h a v e a s t r o n g , c l o s e - k n i t , d i s c i p l i n e d a n d h a r d y 
mass o f s m a l l p r o d u c e r s a n d smal l -sca le m e r c h a n t s ; w h e r e 
w e h a v e a series o f s p i r i t u a l va lues i n t a c t ; i n s u c h a S p a i n , 
w h a t are w e w a i t i n g for i n o r d e r to r e g a i n o u r c h a n c e a n d 
to p l a c e ourselves o n c e m o r e , a m b i t i o u s as i t m a y s o u n d , 
at the h e a d o f E u r o p e i n a few years ' t i m e ? W e l l , w e are 
w a i t i n g for the part ies o f the L e f t a n d the part ies o f the 
R i g h t to r e a l i z e t h a t those t w o things are i n s e p a r a b l e ; a n d 
n o w y o u see t h a t I d o n o t b l a m e t h e m for a n y t r i f l i n g 
i n c i d e n t , I b l a m e t h e m for this i n c a p a c i t y to t a c k l e the 
a l l - r o u n d p r o b l e m o f m a n ' s i n t e g r a t i o n i n t o his n a t i v e l a n d . 

T h e part ies o f the L e f t d o see m a n , b u t t h e y see h i m 
w i t h o u t roots . T h e constant fac tor o f the Left ists is to take 
a n interest i n the l o t o f the i n d i v i d u a l , as against a l l 
h i s t o r i c a l a r c h i t e c t u r e , a l l p o l i t i c a l a r c h i t e c t u r e , as i f these 
w e r e c o n t r a d i c t o r y terms. T h a t is w h y L e f t i s m is d i s i n t e 
g r a t i v e ; i t is a c c o r d i n g l y c o r r o s i v e ; i t is i r o n i c a l , a n d 
a l t h o u g h e n d o w e d w i t h a b r i l l i a n t c o l l e c t i o n o f ta lents , i t 
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is nevertheless v e r y p r o n e to d e s t r u c t i o n , a n d h a r d l y ever 
m u c h g o o d at b u i l d i n g u p . R i g h t i s m : the part ies o f the 
R i g h t envisage the scene f r o m j u s t the oppos i te a n g l e . 
T h e y also insist o n l o o k i n g at i t w i t h o n l y one eye, i n s t e a d 
o f l o o k i n g at i t s q u a r e l y w i t h b o t h eyes. R i g h t i s m w a n t s 
to preserve the f a t h e r l a n d , w a n t s to conserve u n i t y , w a n t s 
to conserve a u t h o r i t y ; b u t i t neglects this a n g u i s h o f m a n , 
the i n d i v i d u a l , the n e i g h b o u r , w h o has n o t h i n g to eat. 

T h i s is s t r i c t l y the t r u t h , a n d b o t h sides c l o a k t h e i r 
insuf f i c iency w i t h a c l o u d o f w o r d s : the first i n v o k e the 
f a t h e r l a n d w i t h o u t w h o l l y f e e l i n g o r w h o l l y s e r v i n g i t ; 
the others p a l l i a t e t h e i r d i s d a i n , t h e i r indi f ference to the 
d e e p p r o b l e m o f every m a n , w i t h f o r m u l a e w h i c h i n 
r e a l i t y are o n l y a c l o u d o f w o r d s w i t h n o m e a n i n g . H o w 
often h a v e w e h e a r d m e n o f the R i g h t s a y : ' W e l i v e i n a 
n e w age, w e m u s t set u p a s t r o n g state, w e m u s t h a r m o n i z e 
c a p i t a l a n d l a b o u r , w e h a v e to seek a c o r p o r a t i v e f o r m o f 
ex is tence '? I assure y o u t h a t n o n e o f t h a t m e a n s a t h i n g , 
i t is a l l m e r e w i n d b a g g e r y . H a r m o n i z i n g c a p i t a l a n d 
l a b o u r . . . this is as i f I w e r e to say : ' I a m g o i n g to h a r 
m o n i z e m y s e l f w i t h this c h a i r . ' C a p i t a l •— I h a v e a l r e a d y 
t a k e n u p some t i m e i n d i s t i n g u i s h i n g c a p i t a l f r o m p r i v a t e 
p r o p e r t y — is a n e c o n o m i c i n s t r u m e n t w h i c h m u s t serve 
the e n t i r e e c o n o m y , a n d hence m u s t n o t be a n i n s t r u m e n t 
for the a d v a n t a g e a n d p r i v i l e g e o f the few w h o h a d the 
l u c k to get i n first. S o t h a t w h e n t h e y t a l k o f h a r m o n i z i n g 
c a p i t a l a n d l a b o u r , w h a t is m e a n t is that a n i n s i g n i f i c a n t 
p r i v i l e g e d m i n o r i t y m u s t c o n t i n u e to be n o u r i s h e d u p o n 
the exert ions o f a l l , the exert ions o f b o t h w o r k e r s a n d 
e m p l o y e r s — a fine w a y o f s o l v i n g the s o c i a l p r o b l e m a n d 
i n t e r p r e t i n g e c o n o m i c j u s t i c e ! 

A n d the c o r p o r a t i v e state? T h a t ' s a n o t h e r t h i n g . N o w 
a l l are p a r t i s a n s o f the c o r p o r a t i v e s ta te ; t h e y t h i n k t h a t 
i f t h e y are n o t par t i sans o f the c o r p o r a t i v e state, p e o p l e 
are g o i n g to r e p r o a c h t h e m for n o t h a v i n g s h a v e d this 
m o r n i n g , o r s o m e t h i n g o f the k i n d . 
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T h i s S t u f f a b o u t the c o r p o r a t i v e state is a n o t h e r p iece 
o f w i n d b a g g e r y . M u s s o l i n i , w h o has some i d e a o f w h a t the 
c o r p o r a t i v e state m e a n s , m a d e a speech w h e n he i n a u g u r 
a t e d the t w e n t y - t w o c o r p o r a t i o n s a few m o n t h s ago, a n d 
i n i t he s a i d : ' T h i s is n o m o r e t h a n a s t a r t i n g - p o i n t ; i t is 
n o t a d e s t i n a t i o n . ' U p to the present m o m e n t , c o r p o r a t i v e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n m e a n s n o t h i n g else, a p p r o x i m a t e l y a n d o n 
g e n e r a l l ines , t h a n t h i s : the w o r k m e n f o r m o n e great 
f e d e r a t i o n ; the e m p l o y e r s (the givers o f w o r k , as t h e y are 
c a l l e d i n I t a l y ) f o r m a n o t h e r great f e d e r a t i o n ; a n d 
b e t w e e n these t w o great federat ions the state erects as i t 
w e r e a sort o f c o n n e c t i n g - p i e c e . A s a p r o v i s i o n a l s o l u t i o n i t 
is a l l r i g h t ; b u t note c a r e f u l l y t h a t this is a d e v i c e v e r y 
s i m i l a r , o n a g i g a n t i c scale, to o u r o w n Jurados Mixtos. 
T h i s dev ice has h i t h e r t o m a i n t a i n e d the r e l a t i v e p o s i t i o n 
o f l a b o u r u n c h a n g e d o n t h a t basis w h i c h c a p i t a l i s t 
e c o n o m i c s h a d f a s h i o n e d for i t ; the p o s i t i o n s t i l l o b t a i n s 
i n w h i c h one gives e m p l o y m e n t a n d the o t h e r hires o u t his 
o w n l a b o u r i n o r d e r to l i v e . I n a f u t u r e d e v e l o p m e n t w h i c h 
seems r e v o l u t i o n a r y a n d w h i c h is v e r y o l d (because i t is 
the s t r u c t u r e w h i c h the a n c i e n t E u r o p e a n g u i l d s h a d ) , 
w e s h a l l r e a c h the stage o f n o t b u y i n g a n d s e l l i n g l a b o u r 
as m e r c h a n d i s e , a n d o f n o t k e e p i n g u p this b i l a t e r a l 
l a b o u r r e l a t i o n s h i p ; b u t a l l w h o take p a r t i n the task, 
a l l w h o f o r m a n d c o m p l e t e the n a t i o n a l e c o n o m y , w i l l be 
c o n s t i t u t e d i n v e r t i c a l syndicates , w h i c h w i l l n o t n e e d 
p a r a l l e l c o m m i t t e e s o r l i a i s o n m a c h i n e r y , because they 
w i l l operate o r g a n i c a l l y , as for e x a m p l e the a r m y funct ions 
w i t h o u t its h a v i n g o c c u r r e d to a n y o n e to f o r m p a r a l l e l 
c o m m i t t e e s o f m e n a n d officers. 

A n d w i t h these v a g u e ideas o f a c o r p o r a t i v e o r g a n i z a 
t i o n o f the state, a n d t h a t o f the s t r o n g state, a n d t h a t o f 
h a r m o n i z i n g c a p i t a l a n d l a b o u r , the representat ives o f 
the r i g h t - w i n g part ies r e a l l y be l ieve t h e y h a v e s o l v e d the 
s o c i a l q u e s t i o n a n d a d o p t e d a j u s t e r a n d m o r e m o d e r n 
p o l i t i c a l p o s i t i o n . 
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A l l t h a t is j u s t a y a r n . T h e o n l y w a y to solve the s o c i a l 
q u e s t i o n is to c h a n g e the e c o n o m i c o r g a n i z a t i o n f r o m 
a b o v e d o w n w a r d s . T h i s r e v o l u t i o n i n the e c o n o m y is n o t 
g o i n g to consist — as i t is b e i n g p u t a b o u t t h a t w e i n t e n d 
b y p e o p l e w h o say a n y t h i n g t h a t comes to t h e i r ears 
w i t h o u t d e v o t i n g five m i n u t e s to a n e x a m i n a t i o n o f i t —• 
is n o t g o i n g to consist i n the a b s o r p t i o n o f the i n d i v i d u a l 
b y t h e state, i n state p a n t h e i s m . 

T h e t o t a l r e v o l u t i o n , the t o t a l r e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f E u r o p e , 
m u s t b e g i n w i t h the i n d i v i d u a l , because he w h o has 
suffered m o s t f r o m this d i s r u p t i o n , he w h o has b e e n 
r e d u c e d to a sheer m o l e c u l e , w i t h o u t p e r s o n a l i t y , w i t h o u t 
substance, w i t h o u t c o n t e n t , w i t h o u t existence, is the 
hapless i n d i v i d u a l w h o has b e e n left to the last i n r e c e i v i n g 
the a d v a n t a g e s o f l i fe . A l l the o r g a n i z a t i o n , a l l the n e w 
r e v o l u t i o n , a l l the s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f the state a n d a l l the 
e c o n o m i c r e o r g a n i z a t i o n w i l l be d e s i g n e d to a l l o w the 
advantages to be e n j o y e d b y those h u g e masses u p r o o t e d 
b y l i b e r a l e c o n o m i c s a n d the c o m m u n i s t a t t a c k . 

Is this to be c a l l e d a b s o r p t i o n o f the i n d i v i d u a l b y the 
state ? W h a t h a p p e n s i n this system is t h a t the i n d i v i d u a l 
w i l l h a v e the same d e s t i n y as the state. T h e state w i l l h a v e 
t w o q u i t e c l e a r a i m s , as w e h a v e a l w a y s s a i d : one , 
o u t w a r d s , to s t r e n g t h e n the f a t h e r l a n d ; the o t h e r , i n 
w a r d s , to m a k e a l a r g e r n u m b e r o f m e n h a p p i e r a n d to 
a l l o w t h e m t h e i r h u m a n i t y a n d to g ive t h e m m o r e share 
i n h u m a n l i fe . A n d o n the d a y w h e n the i n d i v i d u a l a n d 
the state, i n t e g r a t e d i n o n e c o m p l e t e h a r m o n y , res tored 
to o n e c o m p l e t e h a r m o n y , h a v e a s ingle a i m , a s ingle 
des t iny , a s ingle l o t i n l i fe , t h e n i n d e e d the state m a y be 
s t r o n g w i t h o u t b e i n g t y r a n n i c a l , for i t w i l l be u s i n g its 
s t r e n g t h for its subjects ' g o o d a n d p r o s p e r i t y a l o n e . 

T h i s is e x a c t l y w h a t S p a i n o u g h t to be se t t ing a b o u t at 
the present h o u r . S p a i n o u g h t to assume t h e r o l e o f 
h a r m o n i z e r o f m a n ' s des t iny a n d t h a t o f the f a t h e r l a n d ; 
o u g h t to r e a l i z e t h a t m a n c a n n o t be free, is n o t free, unless 
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he Hves as a m a n , a n d he c a n n o t l i v e as a m a n unless he is 
assured o f a c e r t a i n m i n i m u m l i v e l i h o o d , a n d he c a n n o t 
h a v e t h a t m i n i m u m l i v e l i h o o d unless the e c o n o m y is 
d e s i g n e d o n di f ferent bases w h i c h w i l l increase t h e 
p o s s i b i l i t y o f e n j o y m e n t for m i l l i o n s a n d m i l l i o n s o f m e n , 
a n d the e c o n o m y c a n n o t be so d e s i g n e d w i t h o u t a s t r o n g 
o r g a n i z i n g state, a n d there c a n n o t be a s t r o n g o r g a n i z i n g 
state except i n the service o f a great u n i t y o f dest iny , w h i c h 
is the f a t h e r l a n d ; a n d t h e n see h o w e v e r y t h i n g w o r k s 
better , see h o w a n e n d w i l l be p u t to t h a t t i t a n i c , t r a g i c 
s truggle b e t w e e n m a n a n d the state w h i c h feels i tse l f to be 
m a n ' s oppressor . W h e n t h a t is a c h i e v e d ( a n d i t c a n be 
a c h i e v e d , a n d there l ies the k e y to the existence o f E u r o p e , 
for E u r o p e was l i k e t h a t w h e n i t was E u r o p e , a n d so s h a l l 
E u r o p e a n d S p a i n h a v e to b e c o m e a g a i n ) , w e s h a l l k n o w 
t h a t i n every one o f o u r acts, i n o u r most f a m i l i a r acts, i n 
the h u m b l e s t o f o u r d a i l y tasks, w e are s e r v i n g n o t o n l y 
o u r m o d e s t i n d i v i d u a l des t iny , b u t t h e d e s t i n y o f S p a i n , 
o f E u r o p e a n d the w o r l d , the t o t a l a n d h a r m o n i o u s 
d e s t i n y o f the C r e a t i o n . 
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M a d e at the M a d r i d C i n e m a , M a d r i d , M a y 19th, 1935 

C o m r a d e s : T h e f u n c t i o n at the T e a t r o C o m e d i a , w h i c h 
has b e e n m e n t i o n e d several t imes here this m o r n i n g , was 
a p r e h i d e . I t h a d a l l the w a r m t h , a n d s t i l l r e t a i n e d , i f y o u 
l i k e , a l l the i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , o f c h i l d h o o d . T o d a y ' s event 
is c h a r g e d w i t h the gravest r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ; i t is a n o p p o r 
t u n i t y to a c c o u n t for a l o n g d a y o f a y e a r a n d a hal f , a n d 
i t is also the b e g i n n i n g o f a n e w phase w h i c h is c e r t a i n to 
e n d i n the d e f i n i t i v e t r i u m p h i n S p a i n o f the S p a n i s h 
F a l a n g e o f the J . O . N . S . B y this m i l e s t o n e o n o u r r o a d , a n d 
a l r e a d y i n the l i g h t o f h i s t o r y , r i g o r o u s p r e c i s i o n a n d 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n are e x p e c t e d o f us, a n d i t is m y d u t y to 
f u r n i s h that this m o r n i n g even t h o u g h i n the f u l f i l m e n t o f 
th is d u t y I m a y h a v e to sacrif ice some o f the e l o q u e n c e I 
m i g h t p e r h a p s be a b l e to a t t a i n a n d some o f the v e r y 
g r a t i f y i n g flattery o f y o u r a p p l a u s e . 

O u r m o v e m e n t — a n d w h e n I speak o f o u r m o v e m e n t 
I a m r e f e r r i n g e q u a l l y to the S p a n i s h F a l a n g e a n d to the 
J . O . N . S . , s ince b o t h are b y n o w i r r e m i s s i b l y j o i n e d — 
flows n a t u r a l l y f r o m the r e v o l u t i o n o f A p r i l 14th, as 
O n e s i m o R e d o n d o has r i g h t l y s a i d . I t was o n A p r i l 14th, 
1931, t h a t w e first a p p e a r e d over S p a i n . T h i s date — as 
y o u a l l k n o w — has been r e g a r d e d f r o m v e r y di f ferent 
p o i n t s o f v i e w ; l i k e a l l dates o f h i s t o r i c s igni f i cance i t has 
b e e n l o o k e d u p o n w i t h a g o o d d e a l o f dul lness a n d a g o o d 
d e a l o f i g n o r a n c e . W e , w h o are as far r e m o v e d f r o m those 
w h o s m a s h coats o f a r m s o n house fronts as f r o m those w h o 
m e r e l y h a n k e r after p a l a c e r i g a d o o n s , m u s t seek to e v a l u a t e 

175 



176 P R I M O D E R I V E R A : S E L E C T E D W R I T I N G S 

e x a c t l y a n d , I repeat , i n the l i g h t o f h i s t o r y the s igni f i cance 
o f A p r i l 14th w i t h r e g a r d to o u r m o v e m e n t . 

I n t r u t h i t m u s t be r e c o g n i z e d t h a t the S p a n i s h m o n 
a r c h y was n o t d e m o l i s h e d o n A p r i l 14th, 1931. T h e 
S p a n i s h m o n a r c h y h a d b e e n the h i s t o r i c a l t o o l o f one 
o f the greatest u n i v e r s a l concepts . I t h a d f o u n d e d a n d 
s u s t a i n e d a n e m p i r e , a n d i t h a d d o n e so p r e c i s e l y t h a n k s 
to w h a t was its basic v i r t u e , n a m e l y the fact t h a t i t was a 
s ingle a u t h o r i t y . W i t h o u t a s ingle a u t h o r i t y y o u get 
n o w h e r e . B u t the m o n a r c h y ceased q u i t e some t i m e ago to 
be a s ingle a u t h o r i t y . A l r e a d y i n the r e i g n o f P h i l i p I I I , i t 
w a s n o t the k i n g w h o r u l e d ; the k i n g r e m a i n e d the v i s i b l e 
s i g n ; b u t the exercise o f p o w e r b e c a m e the d o m a i n o f his 
favour i tes , his m i n i s t e r s : o f L e r m a , O l i v a r e s , A r a n d a , 
G o d o y . B y the t i m e C h a r l e s I V c a m e a l o n g , the m o n a r c h y 
was n o m o r e t h a n a s i m u l a c r u m , w i t h o u t substance . T h e 
m o n a r c h y , w h i c h h a d its b e g i n n i n g s i n the e n c a m p m e n t s , 
shut i t se l f a w a y i n the C o r t e s . N o w the S p a n i s h p e o p l e are 
i m p l a c a b l e rea l is ts ; the S p a n i s h p e o p l e — w h o d e m a n d 
t h a t t h e i r p a t r o n saints b r i n g t h e m r a i n w h e n n e e d be, 
a n d w h o t u r n t h e m a b o u t o n t h e i r a l tars , face to the w a l l , 
i f t h e y f a i l to d e l i v e r the goods — the S p a n i s h p e o p l e , I 
say, d i d n o t u n d e r s t a n d this s i m u l a c r u m o f a m o n a r c h y 
w i t h o u t p o w e r ; this is w h y o n A p r i l 14th, 1931, t h a t 
s i m u l a c r u m f e l l f r o m its p l a c e w i t h o u t even a p a r t y o f 
h a l b e r d i e r s e n t e r i n g the f ray . 

B u t w h a t h a p p e n e d t h e n ? R a r e l y has there b e e n a 
m o m e n t m o r e p r o p i t i o u s for the o p e n i n g , w i t h the e n d o f 
o n e c h a p t e r , o f a n e w a n d great c h a p t e r i n o u r c o u n t r y ' s 
h i s t o r y . I t was prec ise ly the bloodless n a t u r e o f A p r i l 14th, 
the fact that a n i n s t i t u t i o n was r e m o v e d w i t h o u t b l o o d s h e d 
a n d w i t h o u t h a r m , a l m o s t u n m o u r n c d , t h a t o p e n e d u p a 
vast h i s t o r i c a l p l a i n w h e r e o n to g a l l o p . T h e r e was n o n e e d 
to substant iate resentments , n o n e e d to exact h a r s h j u s 
t ice , h a r d l y the n e e d even to d r y a n y tears. A h e a d l a y a 
c l e a r h o p e for a n ent i re p e o p l e ; y o u w i l l r e m e m b e r the 
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r e j o i c i n g o f A p r i l 14th, a n d surely m a n y o f y o u w i l l h a v e 
j o i n e d i n the r e j o i c i n g . L i k e a l l instances o f p o p u l a r 
r e j o i c i n g , i t was i n c o h e r e n t a n d u n p e r c e p t i v e o f its o w n 
e x p l a n a t i o n ; b u t b e n e a t h the surface, l i k e a l l p o p u l a r 
m o v e m e n t s , i t was v e r y prec ise ly a n d p r o f o u n d l y c o h e r e n t . 
T h e r e j o i c i n g o f A p r i l 14th was yet a g a i n a r e u n i o n o f the 
S p a n i s h p e o p l e w i t h the a g e - o l d n o s t a l g i a for t h e i r s t i l l 
o u t s t a n d i n g r e v o l u t i o n . T h e S p a n i s h p e o p l e m u s t h a v e its 
r e v o l u t i o n a n d b e l i e v e d that this h a d f i n a l l y c o m e o n 
A p r i l 14th, 1931. T h e p e o p l e b e l i e v e d t h a t the r e v o l u t i o n 
h a d c o m e because t h a t d a y seemed to h a r b o u r the p r o m i s e 
o f t w o l o n g y e a r n e d - f o r t h i n g s : f i rst ly , the r e s t i t u t i o n o f a 
c o l l e c t i v e n a t i o n a l s p i r i t ; a n d t h e n the l a y i n g d o w n o f 
m a t e r i a l , h u m a n e f o u n d a t i o n s for a h a r m o n i o u s l i fe o f a l l 
S p a n i a r d s together. 

W a s i t too m u c h to expect the m e n o f A p r i l 14th to be 
i m b u e d w i t h a co l lec t ive n a t i o n a l s p i r i t ? M a n y th ings 
c o u l d be s a i d against t h e m ; b u t p e r h a p s some o f these 
v e r y th ings c o n s t i t u t e d the best g a u g e o f t h e i r p r o m i s e . I t 
seemed that the m e n o f A p r i l 14th w e r e f i n d i n g t h e i r w a y 
b a c k to p a t r i o t i s m a n d that t h e y w e r e f i n d i n g t h e i r w a y 
b a c k b y the best possible r o a d : the b i t t e r r o a d o f c r i t i c i s m . 
T h a t was t h e i r p r o m i s e o f f ru i t fu lness : for let m e t e l l y o u , 
there c a n be n o f r u i t f u l p a t r i o t i s m unless i t comes v i a 
the r o a d o f c r i t i c i s m . W e are n o t m o v e d i n the least b y the 
k i n d o f o p e r e t t a - j i n g o i s m w h i c h revels i n m e d i o c r i t y a n d 
i n the present pettiness o f S p a i n a n d i n c r u d e i n t e r p r e t a 
t ions o f the past. W e l o v e S p a i n a l l the m o r e because w e 
d o n o t l i k e to see h e r the w a y she is . T h o s e w h o l o v e t h e i r 
f a t h e r l a n d because t h e y l i k e i t the w a y i t is, l o v e i t w i t h 
a y e a r n i n g for c o n t a c t , l o v e i t p h y s i c a l l y , sensual ly . W e 
l o v e S p a i n w i t h a y e a r n i n g for p e r f e c t i o n . W e d o n o t l o v e 
the r u i n a t i o n , the d e c a d e n c e , o f w h a t o u r p h y s i c a l S p a i n 
is n o w . W e l o v e the e t e r n a l a n d i m m u t a b l e m e t a p h y s i c s 
o f S p a i n . 

T h e basis o f h u m a n f e l l o w s h i p , the m a t e r i a l basis t h a t 
12 
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w o u l d e n a b l e the S p a n i s h p e o p l e to settle d o w n , has 
l ikewise b e e n o u t s t a n d i n g for m a n y centuries . 

T h e p h e n o m e n o n o f the b r e a k d o w n o f c a p i t a l i s m is 
u n i v e r s a l . T h i s is n o t the t i m e for m e to go i n t o the 
t e c h n i c a l aspects o f this . O t h e r speakers h a v e a l r e a d y 
t a l k e d o n the subject . Before o t h e r audiences , i n o t h e r 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s , I m y s e l f h a v e s p o k e n o f this i n greater 
d e t a i l . T o d a y , a d d r e s s i n g a l l o f y o u , I m e r e l y w a n t to 
p i n - p o i n t the c o n t e n t o f c e r t a i n w o r d s , so t h a t t h e y w i l l n o t 
be d i s t o r t e d for us. 

A s y o u k n o w v e r y w e l l , w h e n w e speak o f c a p i t a l i s m , 
w e are n o t s p e a k i n g o f p r o p e r t y . P r i v a t e p r o p e r t y is the 
oppos i te o f c a p i t a l i s m : p r o p e r t y is the d i r e c t p r o j e c t i o n 
o f the i n d i v i d u a l o n m a t t e r ; i t is a bas ic h u m a n a t t r i b u t e . 
C a p i t a l i s m has g r a d u a l l y r e p l a c e d this p r o p e r t y o f the 
i n d i v i d u a l w i t h the p r o p e r t y o f c a p i t a l , the t e c h n i c a l 
i n s t r u m e n t o f e c o n o m i c d o m i n a t i o n . W i t h the d r e a d f u l 
a n d u n f a i r c o m p e t i t i o n b e t w e e n l a r g e c a p i t a l a n d s m a l l 
p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y , c a p i t a l i s m has g r a d u a l l y a n n i h i l a t e d 
c r a f t s m a n s h i p , s m a l l i n d u s t r y a n d smal l -sca le a g r i c u l t u r e ; 
i t has g r a d u a l l y d e l i v e r e d e v e r y t h i n g — a n d is i n c r e a s i n g l y 
d o i n g so — i n t o the h a n d s o f the b i g trusts, o f the b i g 
b a n k i n g c o n c e r n s . U l t i m a t e l y , c a p i t a l i s m reduces bosses 
a n d w o r k e r s , employees a n d e m p l o y e r s , to the selfsame 
state o f a n x i e t y , to the same s u b h u m a n c o n d i t i o n o f the 
m a n d e p r i v e d o f a l l h is a t t r i b u t e s , whose l i fe is s t r i p p e d o f 
a l l m e a n i n g . A n d this I r e a l l y w o u l d l i k e i m p r e s s e d o n 
e v e r y b o d y ' s m i n d ; i t is h i g h t i m e for us to stop l e n d i n g 
ourselves to the a m b i g u i t y w h i c h makes w o r k i n g - c l a s s 
part ies o u t to be a n t i - e m p l o y e r s o r w h i c h m a k e s the g r o u p s 
o f e m p l o y e r s o u t to be antagonists a n d foes e n g a g e d i n a 
f ight against the w o r k e r s . W o r k e r s , i n d u s t r i a l i s t s , t e c h 
n i c i a n s a n d m a n a g e r s together m a k e u p the e n t i r e t e x t u r e 
o f p r o d u c t i o n ; a n d o n the o t h e r h a n d w e h a v e the c a p i 
tal ist system w h i c h b y m e a n s o f expensive c r e d i t a n d the 
outrageous pr iv i leges o f s h a r e h o l d e r s a n d s tockholders 
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takes the better p a r t o f p r o d u c t i o n w i t h o u t d o i n g a n y 
w o r k , r u i n i n g a n d i m p o v e r i s h i n g e m p l o y e r s , i n d u s t r i a l i s t s , 
m a n a g e r s a n d w o r k e r s a l i k e . 

C o n s i d e r w h a t a state E u r o p e a n m a n has b e e n r e d u c e d 
to b y c a p i t a l i s m . H e n o l o n g e r has his o w n house, he n o 
l o n g e r has his i n h e r i t a n c e , he n o l o n g e r has his i n d i v i d u a l 
i t y , he n o l o n g e r has his cra f tsman's s k i l l , he is n o m o r e 
t h a n a n a g g l o m e r a t e d c y p h e r . T h e r e are l e f t - w i n g d e m a 
gogues a r o u n d , w h o d e n o u n c e f e u d a l p r o p e r t y a n d say t h a t 
the w o r k e r s l i v e l i k e slaves. V e r y w e l l : w e , w h o d o n o t 
i n d u l g e i n a n y d e m a g o g y , c a n say t h a t f e u d a l p r o p e r t y w a s 
m u c h better t h a n c a p i t a l i s t p r o p e r t y , a n d t h a t the w o r k e r s 
are worse o f f t h a n slaves. F o r w h i l e g i v i n g the l o r d c e r t a i n 
r i g h t s , f e u d a l p r o p e r t y i m p o s e d o n h i m a n u m b e r o f 
o b l i g a t i o n s ; he h a d to l o o k after the defence a n d e v e n the 
m a i n t e n a n c e o f his subjects. C a p i t a l i s t p r o p e r t y is c o l d 
a n d heart less; at best, i t refrains f r o m c o l l e c t i n g the r e n t , 
b u t i t is i n d i f f e r e n t to the fate o f those i t h o l d s i n s u b j e c t i o n . 
S laves w e r e a p a r t o f t h e i r l o r d ' s i n h e r i t e d f o r t u n e : the 
l o r d h a d to take care t h a t the s lave d i d n o t d i e o n h i m , 
for the slave cost h i m m o n e y , j u s t l i k e a m a c h i n e , l i k e 
a h o r s e ; w h i l e i f a w o r k e r dies n o w a d a y s , the great l o r d s 
o f c a p i t a l i s t i n d u s t r y k n o w t h a t t h e y h a v e h u n d r e d s o f 
thousands o f s t a r v i n g souls w a i t i n g at the gates to take his 
p l a c e . 

O n e m a n , w h o s e p e r s o n a l i t y is b o t h h o r r i f y i n g a n d 
a t t r a c t i v e , n a m e l y K a r l M a r x , p r e d i c t e d this w h o l e 
spectacle w e are w i t n e s s i n g , the crisis o f c a p i t a l i s m . 
N o w a d a y s , e v e r y b o d y keeps c a l l i n g h i m s e l f a M a r x i s t o r 
a n a n t i - M a r x i s t . A n d I ask y o u , w i t h the r i g o r o u s 
c o n s c i e n c e - s e a r c h i n g I a m p u t t i n g i n t o m y w o r d s , w h a t 
does i t m e a n to be a n t i - M a r x i s t ? D o e s i t m e a n n o t 
w a n t i n g M a r x ' s p r e d i c t i o n s to c o m e t r u e ? I n t h a t case w e 
are a l l agreed. D o e s i t m e a n t h a t M a r x was m i s t a k e n i n 
his p r e d i c t i o n s ? I n t h a t case those are m i s t a k e n w h o 
c l a i m t h a t he e r r e d . 
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M a r x ' s p r e d i c t i o n s are c o m i n g t rue m o r e o r less r a p i d l y , 
b u t relentlessly. W e are m o v i n g t o w a r d s a c o n c e n t r a t i o n 
o f c a p i t a l ; w e are m o v i n g t o w a r d s a p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n 
o f the masses; a n d w e are m o v i n g finally t o w a r d s a s o c i a l 
r e v o l u t i o n w h i c h w i l l feature a n e x t r e m e l y h a r s h p e r i o d 
o f c o m m u n i s t d i c t a t o r s h i p . A n d s u c h a c o m m u n i s t 
d i c t a t o r s h i p m u s t h o r r i f y us, E u r o p e a n s , W e s t e r n e r s , 
C h r i s t i a n s t h a t w e are , for t h a t i n d e e d w o u l d be the 
d r e a d f u l n e g a t i o n o f m a n , t h a t i n d e e d w o u l d m e a n m a n ' s 
a b s o r p t i o n i n t o a n i m m e n s e a m o r p h o u s mass, w h e r e i n 
i n d i v i d u a l i t y w i l l be lost , w h e r e i n the c o r p o r e a l v e s t m e n t 
o f e a c h i n d i v i d u a l a n d his e t e r n a l s o u l w i l l be d i l u t e d . 
T a k e g o o d n o t e t h a t this is w h y w e are a n t i - M a r x i s t ; 
t h a t w e are a n t i - M a r x i s t because w e are h o r r i f i e d , as 
every W e s t e r n e r is h o r r i f i e d , e v e r y C h r i s t i a n , every 
E u r o p e a n , be he e m p l o y e r o r p r o l e t a r i a n , b y the p r o s p e c t 
o f b e i n g l i k e some i n f e r i o r c r e a t u r e i n a n a n t - h e a p . A n d 
w e are h o r r i f i e d because w e k n o w s o m e t h i n g o f t h a t 
p r o s p e c t , t h a n k s to c a p i t a l i s m ; c a p i t a l i s m , t o o , is i n t e r 
n a t i o n a l a n d m a t e r i a l i s t i c . T h a t is w h y w e w a n t n e i t h e r 
the one n o r the o t h e r ; t h a t is w h y w e w a n t to p r e v e n t 
K a r l M a r x ' s p r o p h e c i e s f r o m b e i n g f u l f i l l e d — p r e c i s e l y 
because w e be l ieve t h e m to be c o r r e c t . B u t w e are 
reso lute ly d e t e r m i n e d to p r e v e n t i t f r o m h a p p e n i n g , 
u n l i k e those a n t i - M a r x i s t p a r t i e s , w h i c h go a r o u n d 
b e h e v i n g t h a t the relentless f u l f i l m e n t o f e c o n o m i c a n d 
h i s t o r i c a l laws c a n be a v e r t e d b y s a y i n g a few k i n d w o r d s 
to the w o r k e r s a n d b y g i v i n g t h e m w o o l l y c a r d i g a n s for 
t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

I f w e r e a l l y w a n t to p r e v e n t the results foreseen i n the 
M a r x i s t p r o p h e c y , w e h a v e n o c h o i c e b u t to d i s m a n t l e the 
u n w i e l d y m a c h i n e w h o s e t u r n i n g wheels i n e v i t a b l y b r i n g 
those resul ts ; w e m u s t d i s m a n t l e the u n w i e l d y m a c h i n e o f 
c a p i t a l i s m , w h i c h leads to s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n , to R u s s i a n -
style d i c t a t o r s h i p . W e m u s t d i s m a n t l e i t , b u t w i t h w h a t 
w i l l w e r e p l a c e i t ? 
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T o m o r r o w , the d a y after t o m o r r o w , i n a h u n d r e d years ' 
t i m e , fools w i l l s t i l l be s a y i n g to u s : y o u w a n t to d i s m a n t l e 
i t o n l y to r e p l a c e i t w i t h a n o t h e r state e q u a l l y a b s o r b e n t , 
e q u a l l y destruct ive o f i n d i v i d u a l i t y . I n o r d e r to a r r i v e 
at t h a t result , w o u l d w e b o t h e r to p u r s u e the u l t i m a t e 
effects o f c a p i t a l i s m a n d M a r x i s m d o w n to the n u l l i f i c a 
t i o n o f m a n ? I f w e h a v e gone t h a t far a n d i f w e w a n t to 
p r e v e n t t h a t f r o m h a p p e n i n g , w e m u s t — as W e s t e r n e r s , 
as S p a n i a r d s a n d as C h r i s t i a n s — b e g i n the b u i l d i n g o f 
a n e w o r d e r , w i t h m a n , the i n d i v i d u a l , as o u r p o i n t o f 
d e p a r t u r e ; w e m u s t b e g i n w i t h the i n d i v i d u a l a n d a d v a n c e 
t h r o u g h the o r g a n i c u n i t s o f m a n , a n d thus w e w i l l 
p r o c e e d f r o m the i n d i v i d u a l to the f a m i l y , a n d f r o m the 
f a m i l y to the m u n i c i p a l i t y o n the o n e h a n d a n d the t r a d e 
u n i o n s o n the other , u n t i l w e finally c o m e to the state, 
w h i c h w i l l h a r m o n i z e a l l . I n this w a y , i n this p o l i t i c a l -
c u m - h i s t o r i c a l - c u m - m o r a l c o n c e p t i o n , the e c o n o m i c 
s o l u t i o n is i m p l i c i t ; w e s h a l l d i s m a n t l e the e c o n o m i c 
a p p a r a t u s o f c a p i t a h s t p r o p e r t y , w h i c h sucks u p a l l 
prof i ts , a n d r e p l a c e i t w i t h the p r o p e r t y o f the f a m i l y , the 
p r o p e r t y o f the c o m m u n i t y a n d the p r o p e r t y o f the t r a d e 
u n i o n s . 

T h e a c h i e v e m e n t o f this is u r g e n t t h r o u g h o u t the w o r l d , 
a n d e v e n m o r e so i n S p a i n . I t is m o r e u r g e n t i n S p a i n 
because o u r s i t u a t i o n is at the same t i m e worse a n d less 
serious t h a n that o f o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . B e y o n d o u r f ront iers , 
c a p i t a l i s m has h a d its h e r o i c age o f s p l e n d o u r ; i t has g i v e n 
a m a g n i f i c e n t boost to great w e a l t h a n d great i n i t i a t i v e s . 
B u t S p a n i s h c a p i t a l i s m has b e e n r i c k e t y f r o m the outset ; 
f r o m the v e r y b e g i n n i n g i t gasped for state a i d a n d t a r i f f 
concessions. O u r e c o n o m y was m o r e i m p o v e r i s h e d t h a n 
a l m o s t a n y o t h e r ; o u r p e o p l e l i v e d i n greater m i s e r y t h a n 
a l m o s t a n y o t h e r . I d o n o t h a v e to t e l l y o u a n y t h i n g a b o u t 
that , after w h a t y o u h a v e a l r e a d y h e a r d f r o m the c o m 
rades w h o h a v e s p o k e n before m e . M u c h o f o u r S p a n i s h 
c o u n t r y s i d e , so w i d e , so s a d , d r y a n d d i l a p i d a t e d . 
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a n d as b o n y as its p e o p l e , seems to a w a i t n o o t h e r fate 
t h a n to receive the bones o f its i n h a b i t a n t s for f i n a l 
b u r i a l . 

T h i s l a n d o f ours , w h e r e s u m m e r turns i n t o w i n t e r 
w i t h o u t a u t u m n o r s p r i n g t i m e ; this l a n d o f ours , w i t h its 
h i l l s b a r e o f trees, w i t h its v i l lages t h a t h a v e n o w a t e r a n d 
n o g a r d e n s ; this vast l a n d , w h e r e there is so m u c h to be 
d o n e a n d w h e r e 700,000 u n e m p l o y e d w i t h t h e i r f a m i l i e s 
are s t a r v i n g because t h e y are g i v e n n o w o r k to d o ; this 
l a n d o f ours , w h e r e i t is a s truggle to get a g o o d w h e a t 
harvest , w h e r e , e v e n t h o u g h b r e a d is the o n l y f o o d , 
p e o p l e eat less b r e a d t h a n a n y w h e r e else i n W e s t e r n 
E u r o p e ; this c o u n t r y o f ours needs t r a n s f o r m i n g m o r e 
u r g e n t l y t h a n a n y w h e r e else. 

A n d i t w i l l be easier here t h a n elsewhere because 
c a p i t a l i s m is less s t r o n g i n S p a i n . O u r e c o n o m y is a l m o s t 
e n t i r e l y self-sufficient; there are countless th ings for us to 
d o . A n i n t e l l i g e n t l a n d r e f o r m , l i k e the o n e O n e s i m o 
R e d o n d o has d e s c r i b e d to y o u , a n d a c r e d i t r e f o r m w h i c h 
w o u l d release s m a l l f a r m e r s , s m a l l i n d u s t r i a l i s t s a n d 
shopkeepers f r o m the g i l t c l a w s o f the u s u r i o u s b a n k s , 
w o u l d together be sufficient to ensure the w e l l - b e i n g o f 
the S p a n i s h p e o p l e for fifty years to c o m e . 

T h e r e c o v e r y o f a n a t i o n a l s p i r i t a n d the e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
o f S p a i n o n m o r e e q u i t a b l e s o c i a l f o u n d a t i o n s w e r e the 
t w o things i m p l i c i t l y p r o m i s e d (or so i t seemed to the 
r e j o i c i n g p e o p l e ) b y the s o - c a l l e d r e v o l u t i o n o f A p r i l 14th . 
N o w t h e n : has i t k e p t those p r o m i s e s ? H a s i t g i v e n us 
b a c k o u r j o y o u s n a t i o n a l s p i r i t ? H a s i t b r o u g h t us together 
i n a c o m m o n n a t i o n a l m i s s i o n ? 

W h y t a l k a b o u t the w a y i n w h i c h the ru lers h a v e d i v i d e d 
us, the w a y i n w h i c h t h e y h a v e v e x e d us, the w a y i n w h i c h 
t h e y h a v e p e r s e c u t e d us, the w a y i n w h i c h t h e y h a v e set 
us against e a c h o t h e r ? I o n l y w a n t to p o i n t o u t a few o f the 
r e a l acts o f t reason against the n a t i o n w h i c h w e o w e to 
the o r i g i n a l t e a m o f A p r i l 14th. F i r s t o f a l l , the S t a t u t e o f 
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C a t a l o n i a . M a n y o f y o u are f a m i l i a r w i t h the F a l a n g e ' s 
t h o u g h t s o n this m a t t e r . T h e F a l a n g e k n o w s v e r y w e l l that 
S p a i n is a c o u n t r y o f d i v e r s i t y a n d is n o t w o r r i e d b y this 
fact. P r e c i s e l y for this r e a s o n , S p a i n has f r o m the outset 
h a d a n i m p e r i a l v o c a t i o n . S p a i n is d iverse a n d p l u r a l i s t i c , 
b u t h e r v a r i o u s peoples , w i t h t h e i r languages , customs a n d 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , are i r r e v o c a b l y u n i t e d a n d e n d o w e d w i t h 
a s ing le , u n i v e r s a l d e s t i n y . I t does n o t m a t t e r i n t h e least 
i f the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ties are loosened, b u t o n o n e 
c o n d i t i o n : the r e g i o n w h i c h is g i v e n greater l a t i t u d e m u s t 
h a v e the awareness o f a c o m m o n d e s t i n y d e e p l y r o o t e d 
i n its s o u l a n d m u s t n e v e r m a k e use o f this l a t i t u d e to 
c o n s p i r e against t h a t d e s t i n y . 

W e l l n o w : w i t h n o o b j e c t i o n f r o m the r i g h t - w i n g part ies 
r u l i n g us n o w , the c o n s t i t u t i o n has b e e n i n t e r p r e t e d to 
the effect that a u t o n o m y m u s t be g r a n t e d to those regions 
w h i c h h a v e c o m e o f age, w h i c h h a v e r e a c h e d the stage o f 
f e e l i n g d i s t i n c t ; t h a t is to say, i n s t e a d o f t a k i n g p r e c a u t i o n s 
a n d s e e k i n g to e x p l o r e w h e t h e r u n i t y m i g h t n o t be 
t h r e a t e n e d , w e are s u p p o s e d to g r a n t a u t o n o m y p r e c i s e l y 
to those regions w h e r e u n i t y has b e g u n to c r a c k , so t h a t 
i t w i l l c r u m b l e a l together . 

F o r e i g n a f fa i rs : these days a l l o f y o u k n o w s o m e t h i n g 
o f this subject because o f w h a t the n e w s p a p e r s h a v e b e e n 
s a y i n g . F o r f o u r years past S p a i n has f o l l o w e d the F r e n c h 
l i n e i n f o r e i g n affairs, m o v i n g i n the o r b i t o f F r a n c e . T h e r e 
is n o reason w h y the fact t h a t S p a i n carr ies o u t a f o r e i g n 
p o l i c y i n a g r e e m e n t w i t h f r i e n d l y p o w e r s s h o u l d surpr ise 
us. B u t i n the i n t e r n a t i o n a l sphere n o n a t i o n ever gives 
us a n y t h i n g w i t h o u t r e c e i v i n g s o m e t h i n g i n r e t u r n , a n d 
F r a n c e , whose f o r e i g n p o l i c y w e serve, affords us s h a b b y 
t r e a t m e n t i n t r a d e agreements , relegates us to a n i n f e r i o r 
p l a n e i n T a n g i e r s a n d negotiates a M e d i t e r r a n e a n 
set t lement b e h i n d o u r b a c k s , as t h o u g h w e w e r e n o t 
i n v o l v e d i n the M e d i t e r r a n e a n ; that is to say, o u r o n l y 
c o m p e n s a t i o n for s e r v i n g the f o r e i g n p o l i c y o f F r a n c e i n 
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the w o r l d is the sat isfact ion o f some p e d a n t i c m i n i s t e r ' s 
o r some ambassador ' s v a n i t y . 

A n d w h a t o f the p o l i c y des igned to d i s r u p t — t h o u g h 
some o t h e r w o r d was used — to d i s r u p t the a r m y , 
w h i c h const i tutes the strongest a n d s t i l l the m o s t h e a l t h y 
g u a r a n t y o f a l l t h a t is p e r m a n e n t i n S p a i n ? N o n e the less, 
o u r ru lers d i d t h e i r best, we k n o w n o t w i t h w h a t i n t e n t i o n , 
to d i s r u p t this g u a r a n t y . 

A n d finally w e c o m e to the d e c l a r a t i o n c o n t a i n e d i n the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n , t h a t S p a i n r e n o u n c e s w a r . W h a t is that 
s u p p o s e d to m e a n ? I f i t is m e r e foolishness w i t h n o t h i n g 
at the b a c k o f i t , g o o d l u c k to its authors . I f i t means t h a t 
S p a i n i n t e n d s to be n e u t r a l i n a n y future w a r s , t h e n this 
d e c l a r a t i o n s h o u l d h a v e b e e n f o l l o w e d u p w i t h a n 
e x p a n s i o n o f o u r a r m y , n a v y a n d a i r force, s ince a n a t i o n 
w i t h o p e n shores, s i t u a t e d i n o n e o f E u r o p e ' s most 
d a n g e r o u s spots, c a n n o t m a k e a n y d e c i s i o n , n o t e v e n 
r e g a r d i n g its o w n n e u t r a l i t y , i f i t c a n n o t c o m m a n d 
respect. O n l y the s t r o n g c a n be n e u t r a l w i t h d i g n i t y . I 
k n o w n o t w h e t h e r the a u t h o r s o f t h a t phrase i n t e n d e d to 
i m p o s e o n us a n u n d i g n i f i e d n e u t r a l i t y . 

A n d i n the s o c i a l s p h e r e ? W a s the l a n d r e f o r m ever 
i m p l e m e n t e d ? W a s the c r e d i t r e f o r m ? Y o u k n o w f u l l w e l l 
t h a t the l a n d r e f o r m p u t f o r w a r d b y the m e n o f A p r i l 14th 
d i d n o t p r o p o s e to restore m a n ' s substance, to r e - e n d o w 
m a n w i t h his h u m a n , s o c i a l , W e s t e r n , C h r i s t i a n , S p a n i s h 
i n t e g r i t y ; i n s t e a d , i t t e n d e d t o w a r d s the c o l l e c t i v i z a t i o n 
o f a g r i c u l t u r e , the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f the p e a s a n t r y i n t o a 
gregar ious mass, j u s t l i k e the w o r k e r s i n the cit ies. T h a t is 
w h a t t h e y w e r e a i m i n g a t ; a n d n o t even that h a v e t h e y 
d o n e . A t this p o i n t i n t i m e t h e y h a v e h a r d l y g i v e n a p a t c h o f 
l a n d to the peasants. T h e o n l y p a r t o f the L a n d R e f o r m L a w 
t h e y h a v e b e g u n to i m p l e m e n t corresponds to a p a r a g r a p h 
t a c k e d o n at the last m o m e n t i n a p u r e s p i r i t o f r e p r i s a l . * 

* T h e L a n d Reform L a w of 1933 was limited in its application. It dealt 

only with large estates in Andalusia and Estremadura. 
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A n d w h a t has b e e n d o n e a b o u t the financial r e f o r m ? 
H a v e the w o r k e r s , the l a b o u r e r s , the i n d u s t r i a l i s t s , o r a n y 
o f those t r u l y i n v o l v e d i n the w h o l e process o f p r o d u c t i o n , 
b y a n y c h a n c e h a d the benefit o f s o m e wise m e a s u r e ? 
T h e y h a v e b e e n the losers; y o u k n o w w e l l w h a t a p e r i o d 
o f crisis t h e y are l i v i n g t h r o u g h . O n the o t h e r h a n d , 
n e i t h e r the profits o f the b i g industr ies n o r the profits o f 
the b a n k s h a v e d i m i n i s h e d . 

I n the c o n t e x t o f h is tory , the m e n o f A p r i l 14th b e a r the 
t e r r i b l e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f h a v i n g c h e a t e d the S p a n i s h 
r e v o l u t i o n a n e w . T h e m e n o f A p r i l 14th f a i l e d to c a r r y o u t 
w h a t A p r i l 14th h a d p r o m i s e d , a n d that is w h y the forces 
o f the past are a l r e a d y b e g i n n i n g to f a n o u t i n o p p o s i t i o n 
to t h e m , i n o p p o s i t i o n to t h e i r w o r k , i n o p p o s i t i o n to the 
p r o m i s i n g s igni f i cance o f the date o f t h e i r c o m i n g . A n d 
this b r i n g s m e , I t h i n k , to a t e r r a i n w h e r e a l l y o u r s i lence 
a n d a l l y o u r a t t e n t i o n w i l l be less t h a n suff icient. 

T w o k i n d s offerees are m o b i l i z i n g against the f r u s t r a t e d 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y s p i r i t o f A p r i l 1 4 t h : the m o n a r c h i s t s a n d 
the r i g h t - w i n g r e p u b l i c a n s . N o t e t h a t w i t h r e g a r d to the 
m o n a r c h y , w e m u s t n o t let ourselves be s w a y e d for a 
s e c o n d b y n o s t a l g i a o r b y r a n c o u r . W e h a v e to c o n s i d e r 
the p r o b l e m o f the m o n a r c h y w i t h the i m p l a c a b l e r i g o u r 
o f those w i t n e s s i n g a c r u c i a l spectacle i n the succession o f 
days w h i c h m a k e u p h i s t o r y . W e s h o u l d o n l y take the 
f o l l o w i n g i n t o a c c o u n t : d i d the S p a n i s h m o n a r c h y , the 
a n c i e n t , the g l o r i o u s m o n a r c h y , s u c c u m b because i t h a d 
c o m e to the e n d o f its cyc le , because i t h a d c o m p l e t e d its 
m i s s i o n ; o r was the S p a n i s h m o n a r c h y o v e r t h r o w n w h e n 
i t was s t i l l f u l l o f p r o m i s e for the future ? T h a t is w h a t w e 
m u s t t h i n k a b o u t , a n d o n l y b y so d o i n g c a n w e u n d e r s t a n d 
t h a t the p r o b l e m o f the m o n a r c h y m a y be reso lved 
i n t e l l i g e n t l y . 

W e l l t h e n : i t is o u r o p i n i o n — y o u h a v e h e a r d m e say 
so f r o m the first — i t is o u r o p i n i o n , w i t h o u t a s h a d o w o f 
disrespect , w i t h o u t a s h a d o w o f r a n c o u r , w i t h o u t a 
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s h a d o w o f d isHke, i n d e e d , f o r m a n y o f us, w i t h a t h o u s a n d 

s e n t i m e n t a l g r o u n d s for a f fect ion — i t is o u r o p i n i o n t h a t 

the S p a n i s h m o n a r c h y h a d f u l f i l l e d its c y c l e , was left 

w i t h o u t substance, a n d t u m b l e d h k e a d e a d s h e l l o n 

A p r i l 14th, 1931. W e b e a r witness to its f a l l w i t h a l l the 

e m o t i o n i t m e r i t s ; a n d w e h a v e the greatest respect for the 

m o n a r c h i s t part ies w h i c h , b e l i e v i n g i t s t i l l to h a v e a f u t u r e , 

e n c o u r a g e p e o p l e to a t t e m p t its r e s t o r a t i o n . W e ourselves, 

h o w e v e r , t h o u g h w e regret its pass ing , a n d t h o u g h some 

o f us m a y feel a s e n t i m e n t a l r e l u c t a n c e to see i t go o r a 

n o s t a l g i a for i t w h i c h is w o r t h y o f respect, w e ourselves 

c a n n o t d e p l o y the fresh i m p e t u s o f o u r y o u t h f u l f o l l o w i n g 

for the r e c o v e r y o f a n i n s t i t u t i o n w e h o l d to be g l o r i o u s l y 

d e f u n c t . 

T h i s m o n a r c h i s m is one o f the w i n g s m o v i n g against the 

w o r k s a n d the s p i r i t o f A p r i l 14th. T h e o t h e r w i n g is t h a t o f 

p o p u l i s m . W h a t d o y o u w a n t m e to say a b o u t t h a t ? B e 

cause o n this p a r t i c u l a r t o p i c w e d o a l l u n d e r s t a n d e a c h 

o t h e r . I g r e a t l y a d m i r e a n d v e r y m u c h l i k e Ser ior G i l 

R o b l e s , a n d I l i k e a n d a d m i r e h i m p r e c i s e l y for the a n t i -

p o p u l i s t streak I detect i n h i m . I foresee t h a t one d a y 

S e n o r G i l R o b l e s w i l l b r e a k w i t h his d o c t r i n e a n d i t seems 

to m e that o n t h a t d a y S e n o r G i l R o b l e s w i l l be r e n d e r i n g 

S p a i n g o o d service. B u t o f the p o p u l i s t d o c t r i n e itself, w h a t 

d o y o u expect? T h e p o p u l i s t d o c t r i n e is l i k e one o f those 

l a r g e G e r m a n factories w h i c h p r o d u c e a surrogate for 

a l m o s t every r e a l t h i n g . T h e w o r l d witnesses the rise o f the 

social ist p h e n o m e n o n , for e x a m p l e , the rise o f the s a n g u i n e , 

v i o l e n t , a u t h e n t i c d r i v e o f the social ist masses; i m m e d i 

ate ly p o p u l i s m , w i t h its w e a l t h o f i n d e x - c a r d s a n d o f 

c a u t i o u s y o u n g m e n o v e r f l o w i n g w i t h p r u d e n c e a n d 

courtesy a n d a p p e a r i n g every i n c h the p r o d u c t o f the m o r e 

r e f i n e d d o c t r i n e o f f r e e m a s o n r y , comes u p w i t h a surrogate 

s o c i a l i s m a n d proceeds to o r g a n i z e s o m e t h i n g c a l l e d 

C h r i s t i a n d e m o c r a c y : i t m a t c h e s the casas del pueblo 
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w i t h casus del pueblo* i n d e x - c a r d s w i t h i n d e x - c a r d s , 
s o c i a l l e g i s l a t i o n w i t h s o c i a l l e g i s l a t i o n . I t a c q u i r e s the 
s k i l l o f w r i t i n g m e m o r a n d a o n p r o f i t - s h a r i n g , o n w o r k e r s ' 
pensions , o n a t h o u s a n d o t h e r nicet ies . T h e o n l y result 
is t h a t the r e a l w o r k e r s d o n o t v e n t u r e i n t o these p r e t t y 
cages o f p o p u l i s m , w h i l e the p r e t t y cages themselves 
n e v e r get h e a t e d . T h e n a l o n g comes the rise o f fasc ism, 
w i t h its c o n n o t a t i o n s o f s truggle , o f r e b e l l i o n , o f oppressed 
peoples p r o t e s t i n g against a d v e r s i t y , a n d w i t h its cortege 
o f m a r t y r s a n d w i t h its hopes o f g l o r y , a n d i m m e d i a t e l y 
the P o p u l i s t P a r t y ups a n d goes — let 's j u s t suppose, so 
t h a t n o o n e n e e d take offence — to the E s c o r i a l , w h e r e i t 
organizes a p a r a d e o f youngsters w i t h flags, w i t h the 
j o u r n e y p a i d for , w i t h every k i n d o f t h i n g except the s t r o n g 
a n d r e v o l u t i o n a r y y o u t h f u l v a l o u r o f the Fasc is t Y o u t h . 
A n d d o n ' t y o u w o r r y , i f G o d gives us t i m e w e s h a l l l i v e 
to see a C h r i s t i a n d e m o c r a t i c r e p u b l i c i n S p a i n , w i t h its 
p e r s o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a n d its press l a w , w h i c h w i l l b e a r 
a s t r i k i n g r e s e m b l a n c e to a l l the l a i c r e p u b l i c s o f C e n t r a l 
E u r o p e . 

T h a t , c o m r a d e s , is w h y w e are n e i t h e r m o n a r c h i s t 
r e a c t i o n a r i e s n o r p o p u l i s t r e a c t i o n a r i e s . A f t e r the f r a u d o f 
A p r i l 14th, after the s w i n d l e o f A p r i l 14th, w e c a n n o t be 
p a r t o f a n y g r o u p t h a t h a r b o u r s a m o r e o r less h i d d e n 
r e a c t i o n a r y o r c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r y p u r p o s e ; for w h a t 
w e h o l d against A p r i l 14th is n o t t h a t i t was v i o l e n t o r 
u n p l e a s a n t , b u t t h a t i t was steri le , t h a t i t o b s t r u c t e d the 
s t i l l o u t s t a n d i n g S p a n i s h r e v o l u t i o n yet a g a i n . A n d t h a t is 
w h y , regardless o f insul ts a n d d is tor t ions , w e m u s t g a t h e r 
u p , i n the m i d d l e o f the street, a m o n g s t those w h o h a d i t 
o n c e a n d lost i t a n d those w h o d o n o t w a n t to p i c k i t u p 
themselves, t h a t S p a n i s h r e v o l u t i o n a r y s p i r i t w h i c h w i l l 
sooner o r l a t e r , b y f a i r m e a n s o r f o u l , restore to us the 
c o m m o n b o n d o f o u r h i s t o r i c d e s t i n y a n d the p r o f o u n d 

* These were club houses for the Spanish workers founded by the Socialist 

Party in most Spanish towns a n d villages. 



i88 P R I M O D E R I V E R A : S E L E C T E D W ^ R I T I N G S 

s o c i a l j u s t i c e w e n e e d . T h a t is w h y o u r r e g i m e , w h i c h w i l l 
be b o r n , l i k e a l l r e v o l u t i o n a r y reg imes , o f d i s c o n t e n t , o f 
protest , o f a b i t t e r l o v e for the f a t h e r l a n d , w i l l be a n 
a l together n a t i o n a l r e g i m e , free f r o m j i n g o i s m a n d 
d e c a d e n t ca jo lery , a d i r e c t d e s c e n d a n t o f t h a t c l e a r - c u t , 
d i f f i c u l t a n d e t e r n a l S p a i n h i d d e n i n the v e i n o f t rue 
S p a n i s h t r a d i t i o n ; i t w i l l be d e e p l y s o c i a l , w i t h o u t a n y 
d e m a g o g y , for w h i c h there w i l l be n o n e e d , b u t i m p l a c a b l y 
a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t , i m p l a c a b l y a n t i - c o m m u n i s t . Y o u w i l l see 
h o w w e s h a l l r e p a i r the d i g n i t y o f m a n , u p o n w h i c h w e 
s h a l l r e b u i l d the d i g n i t y o f a l l the i n s t i t u t i o n s that , 
together , const i tute the f a t h e r l a n d . 

T h a t is w h a t w e w a n t to achieve a n d t h a t is the task 
w h i c h t o d a y w e set ourselves a n e w . T h i s task, c o m r a d e s , 
has the v i r t u e o f b e i n g d i f f i c u l t ; o u r m i s s i o n is the most 
d i f f i c u l t ; t h a t is w h y w e h a v e c h o s e n i t a n d t h a t is w h y i t 
is f u l l o f p r o m i s e . W e h a v e e v e r y b o d y against u s : the 
r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s o f A p r i l 14th, w h o persist i n misrepresent
i n g us a n d w h o w i l l go o n d o i n g so even after these r a t h e r 
c l e a r w o r d s because t h e y k n o w t h a t the c a l l to a c c o u n t , 
w h i c h o u r a p p e a r a n c e before S p a i n represents, is the most 
serious i n d i c t m e n t o f themselves ; a n d o n the o t h e r h a n d 
the c o u n t e r - r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s , because t h e y h o p e d at first 
t h a t w e w o u l d be the v a n g u a r d o f t h e i r i m p e r i l l e d interests, 
for this r e a s o n o f fer ing to h e l p a n d p r o t e c t us a n d even to 
g i v e us a few pennies , w h i l e n o w t h e y go m a d w i t h d e s p a i r 
as t h e y see t h a t w h a t they t h o u g h t was the v a n g u a r d has 
b e c o m e the w h o l e a r m y , a n d i n d e p e n d e n t to boot . 

I n o p p o s i t i o n to the f o r m e r a n d the la t ter , c o n s t a n t l y 
a n d v e r i t a b l y t r u e to S p a i n , harassed o n a l l flanks, w i t h 
o u t m o n e y , w i t h o u t newspapers (see w h a t p u b l i c i t y there 
has been for this g a t h e r i n g o f ten t h o u s a n d o f o u r c o m 
rades) , besieged, m i s r e p r e s e n t e d e v e r y w h e r e , w e h a v e 
a m i s s i o n t h a t is d i f f i cu l t to a m i r a c u l o u s d e g r e e ; b u t t h e n 
w e be l ieve i n m i r a c l e s ; w e are seeing this m i r a c l e h a p p e n 
i n g i n S p a i n . H o w m a n y were w e i n 1933? A h a n d f u l , 
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a n d n o w there are c r o w d s o f us e v e r y w h e r e . W e t o o k the 
r isk o f s u m m o n i n g y o u , w i t h o n l y f o u r d a y s ' n o t i c e , to this 
the largest h a l l i n M a d r i d , a n d y o u h a v e c o m e , o n foot 
even , to b e h o l d o u r b a n n e r s a n d the n a m e s o f o u r d e a d . 
W e h a v e d e l i b e r a t e l y c h o s e n the hardest r o a d , a n d b y 
t a c k l i n g the di f f icul t ies a n d sacrifices a l o n g this r o a d , w e 
h a v e s h e d l i g h t o n one o f the h e r o i c veins — p e r h a p s the 
last , w h o k n o w s ? — w h i c h s t i l l r e m a i n b e n e a t h the s o i l 
o f S p a i n . A few w o r d s a n d a few e x t e r n a l resources h a v e 
sufficed to m a k e e ighteen y o u n g c o m r a d e s , for w h o m life 
h a d e v e r y t h i n g i n store, l a y t h e i r c l a i m to the first places 
i n the r a n k s w h e r e the d y i n g is d o n e . W i t h n o resources, 
w i t h o u r p o v e r t y a n d o u r di f f icul t ies , w e are h a r v e s t i n g a l l 
t h a t is f r u i t f u l a n d serv iceable i n this S p a i n o f ours . A n d 
w e w a n t the di f f icul t ies to be there to the e n d a n d b e y o n d 
the e n d ; w e w a n t o u r life to be d i f f i c u l t before the t r i u m p h 
a n d after the t r i u m p h . S o m e days ago, before a s m a l l 
a u d i e n c e , I r e c a l l e d a r o m a n t i c v e r s e : T d o n o t w i s h for 
P a r a d i s e , b u t for rest, ' i t w e n t . T h a t was a r o m a n t i c 
verse, a r e t u r n to s e n s u a l i t y ; a b l a s p h e m y i t was, b u t a 
b l a s p h e m y b a s e d o n a c o r r e c t anti thesis . T r u l y , P a r a d i s e 
is n o t rest. P a r a d i s e is the oppos i te o f rest. O n e c a n n o t l i e 
d o w n i n P a r a d i s e ; one stands u p r i g h t , l i k e the angels . 
V e r y w e l l t h e n : w e w h o h a v e a l r e a d y c a u s e d the best o f 
o u r n u m b e r to l a y d o w n t h e i r l ives o n the r o a d to P a r a d i s e , 
w e w a n t a P a r a d i s e u t t e r l y d i f f i c u l t , erect, i m p l a c a b l e ; a 
P a r a d i s e w h e r e there c a n be n o rest a n d whose gates are 
flanked o n b o t h sides b y angels a r m e d w i t h swords . 
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I b e l i e v e t h a t w h a t weighs o n a l l o f us at the present t i m e 
a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y o n the g o v e r n m e n t ' s a t t e n t i o n , o v e r a n d 
a b o v e a l l these matters w h i c h w o u l d h a r d l y exist i f t h e y 
w e r e n o t b l o w n u p i n the H o u s e , is the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
p r o b l e m o f E u r o p e . T h e P r i m e M i n i s t e r has asked us a l l 
t o be v e r y c a r e f u l w h e n w e b r o a c h the subject . T h e 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r c a n rest assured that n o one w i l l be m o r e 
i n t e n t o n t a k i n g the m o s t s t r ingent p r e c a u t i o n s w h e n 
d e a l i n g w i t h the i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o b l e m t h a n the present 
speaker . B u t o n the o t h e r h a n d , the present speaker feels 
t h a t t h e C o r t e s w o u l d give the i m p r e s s i o n o f b e i n g r a t h e r 
f r i v o l o u s i f i t d i d n o t c o n c e r n i t s e l f w i t h this m a t t e r . T h a t 
is w h y s u c h a h i g h s t a n d a r d was m a i n t a i n e d i n the d is
cuss ion o f the subject yes terday a n d w h y the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r expressed his sat is fact ion t h a t w e h a d n o t d is
r e g a r d e d his request . S u c h is m y d e t e r m i n a t i o n to be 
u l t r a c a r e f u l t h a t I w o u l d b e g i n b y s a y i n g to the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r : I a m n o t a s k i n g the g o v e r n m e n t for a r e p l y ; n o r 
w o u l d I d o so i f I w e r e a u t h o r i z e d b y a m o r e c o n s i d e r a b l e 
m a n d a t e t h a n is the case. I t is c o n c e i v a b l e t h a t u n d e r the 
present c i r c u m s t a n c e s the g o v e r n m e n t o u g h t n o t to r e p l y 
to u s ; b u t I d o b e l i e v e t h a t i t s h o u l d h e e d us, because f r o m 
t h e counsels o f a l l , f r o m the c o n t r i b u t i o n s o f a l l , m a y 
e m e r g e the elements o f a c o r r e c t s t a n d for S p a i n to take . 

A n d w h a t w o u l d w e o r a n y o n e i n S p a i n advise these 
days t h a t was n o t p r o m p t e d b y the desire to sa feguard 
S p a n i s h interests? H o w c a n a n y o n e t h i n k t h a t o u r 
a t t i tudes m i g h t be i n f l u e n c e d b y a c e r t a i n s y m p a t h y w i t h 
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one c o u n t r y o r a n o t h e r ? F o r one t h i n g , because a m o n g 
those o f us s i t t i n g here , there c a n s u r e l y be n o o n e w i t h 
a n o p e n m i n d , n o one w h o has n o t been i n f l u e n c e d b y a 
v a r i e t y o f s y m p a t h i e s ; w e h a v e a l l d a b b l e d i n E u r o p e a n 
c u l t u r e , some o f us m o r e , others less, a n d I c o u n t m y s e l f 
a m o n g the l a t t e r ; w e h a v e a l l felt the i n f l u e n c e o f F r e n c h 
l i t e r a t u r e , E n g l i s h m a n n e r s , G e r m a n p h i l o s o p h y a n d 
I t a l y ' s p o l i t i c a l t r a d i t i o n , w h i c h is engaged at present 
i n o n e o f the loftiest e x p e r i m e n t s , a lo f ty e x p e r i m e n t , 
w h i c h n o one c a n a f f o r d n o t to s t u d y ser ious ly a n d a b o u t 
w h i c h e v e r y o n e p r o b a b l y has some c r i t i c a l o p i n i o n . A t 
this p o i n t I therefore w a n t to m a k e i t c l e a r t h a t I a m 
e x p r e s s i n g a S p a n i s h p o i n t o f v i e w , e x c l u s i v e l y i n S p a i n ' s 
best interests, j u s t as y o u w i l l a l l n o d o u b t be d o i n g . 

T h a t b e i n g so, I be l ieve t h a t w e m u s t l o o k at E u r o p e ' s 
present p r e d i c a m e n t f r o m the f o l l o w i n g a n g l e : i f m i l i t a r y 
sanct ions are a p p r o v e d , this is b o u n d to set off" a E u r o p e a n 
w a r , a n d a E u r o p e a n w a r endangers the v e r y existence o f 
E u r o p e . Is there a n y E u r o p e a n issue i n v o l v e d , a n y issue 
o f s u c h v i t a l i m p o r t a n c e for E u r o p e , t h a t i t w o u l d j u s t i f y 
E u r o p e ' s r u n n i n g the r isk o f d e s t r o y i n g i tse l f? T h a t is w h a t 
I be l ieve the q u e s t i o n to be, a n d t h a t is h o w I t h i n k i t 
m u s t be p o s e d . W h e r e u p o n I v e n t u r e to say to y o u that i n 
the present I t a l o - A b y s s i n i a n c o n f l i c t , w h i c h is the subject 
o f E u r o p e ' s d e l i b e r a t i o n s , there are o n l y t w o issues at 
s t a k e : a c o l o n i a l issue a n d a B r i t i s h issue. N e i t h e r m o r e 
t h a n t h a t n o r less t h a n t h a t . 

L e t us c o n s i d e r the c o l o n i a l issue. A r e w e g o i n g to 
p r e t e n d t h a t w e are s c a n d a l i z e d j u s t because someone is 
s t a r t i n g o u t o n a n o t h e r c o l o n i a l c a m p a i g n ? H a s n o t e v e r y 
s ingle E u r o p e a n c o u n t r y d o n e as m u c h ? Is c o l o n i z a t i o n 
n o t a m i s s i o n , a d u t y r a t h e r t h a n a r i g h t , o f a l l c i v i l i z e d 
p e o p l e s ? C o u l d i t be t h a t a n y o n e a s p i r i n g to u n i v e r s a l 
b r o t h e r h o o d is p r e p a r e d to a c c e p t the de facto e x c l u s i o n 
f r o m u n i v e r s a l b r o t h e r h o o d w h i c h goes together w i t h 
b a r b a r i s m ? A r e w e g o i n g to t h i n k t h a t w e are d e f e n d i n g 
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the r i g h t o f b a c k w a r d peoples to be m e m b e r s o f this 
u n i v e r s a l b r o t h e r h o o d b y l e t t i n g t h e m go o n b e i n g 
b a c k w a r d ? I t h i n k i t is far too late for us to be s c a n d a l i z e d 
b y a n y c o u n t r y e m b a r k i n g o n a c o l o n i a l c a m p a i g n . 
C o l o n i z i n g was S p a i n ' s g l o r y . C o l o n i z i n g was E n g l a n d ' s 
g l o r y . E n g l a n d w o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n the least b i t s h o c k e d 
b y a n y o n e ' s a t t e m p t to a c q u i r e a c o l o n y i f the o t h e r aspect 
o f the I t a l o - A b y s s i n i a n p r o b l e m w e r e n o t m i x e d u p w i t h 
i t , i f the c o l o n i a l q u e s t i o n I h a v e b e e n s p e a k i n g o f w e r e n o t 
e n t w i n e d w i t h a n o t h e r q u e s t i o n , w h i c h concerns solely a n d 
e x c l u s i v e l y the E n g l i s h . 

I t is t h i s : E n g l a n d has m a n a g e d to p u t together one o f 
the m o s t p r o d i g i o u s p o l i t i c a l edifices the w o r l d has ever 
k n o w n . T h i s p o l i t i c a l edif ice — the B r i t i s h E m p i r e — is 
susta ined, l i k e a l l great edifices, b y a w o n d r o u s e q u i l i 
b r i u m . T h e m o m e n t a s ingle one o f its e lements budges , 
the e q u i h b r i u m m a y b e g i n to co l lapse . A n d since 
A b y s s i n i a h a p p e n s to be at the crossroads o f the E n g l i s h 
G o v e r n m e n t ' s most h a z a r d o u s l i fe l ines , s ince i t h a p p e n s 
to be s i t u a t e d at o n e o f the m o s t sensitive n e r v e centres o f 
E n g l a n d ' s w h o l e i m p e r i a l n e t w o r k , i t is a l together p r o p e r 
a n d u n d e r s t a n d a b l e t h a t E n g l a n d ' s p a t r i o t i c e g o t i s m 
s h o u l d refuse to c o u n t e n a n c e a n y o n e ' s l a y i n g a h a n d , let 
a l o n e a n a r m e d fist, o n this v i t a l p a r t o f h e r e m p i r e . 
I f I w e r e a n E n g l i s h m a n , I w o u l d at this m o m e n t be 
u n r e s e r v e d l y o n the side o f the B r i t i s h G o v e r n m e n t , 
because I w o u l d be a B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l i s t , because i t is m y 
b e l i e f t h a t a n e m p i r e constitutes the h i s t o r i c a l f u l f i l m e n t 
o f a p e o p l e , a n d i f I h a d h a d the g o o d f o r t u n e o f b e i n g 
b o r n o f a p e o p l e at the m o m e n t o f its h i s t o r i c a l f u l f i l m e n t , 
I w o u l d feel t h a t a l l m y efforts s h o u l d be g e a r e d to the 
p r e s e r v a t i o n o f this state o f f u l f i l m e n t . B u t w e are n o t 
E n g l i s h , n e i t h e r does E u r o p e consist e n t i r e l y o f E n g l i s h 
m e n , n e i t h e r are the E n g l i s h even a p a r t o f E u r o p e , s ince 
E n g l a n d — regardless o f the fact t h a t h e r p e o p l e l i v e i n 
the v i c i n i t y o f the E u r o p e a n c o n t i n e n t — is, as a n e m p i r e . 
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a n e x t r a - E u r o p e a n p o w e r . T h e B r i t i s h E m p i r e is a l i u g e 
e x t r a - E u r o p e a n f o r m a t i o n ; the l a w s g o v e r n i n g its rise, 
its d e c l i n e a n d its v a r y i n g fortunes r a r e l y c o i n c i d e w i t h 
those g o v e r n i n g the rise, the d e c l i n e a n d the v a r y i n g 
fortunes o f E u r o p e . M a n y t imes t h e y are a n t a g o n i s t i c , a n d 
p e r h a p s m o r e so t h a n ever at this p o i n t i n t i m e . 

I t m a y be s a i d t h a t at the m o m e n t the w o r l d is witness
i n g , i n G e n e v a , a b a t t l e b e t w e e n E n g l a n d o n the one h a n d 
a n d E u r o p e o n the o t h e r . E u r o p e is b o u n d to fight for its 
s u r v i v a l , regardless o f the d a n g e r to the B r i t i s h E m p i r e , 
a n d the B r i t i s h E m p i r e is b o u n d to h a v e its o w n s u r v i v a l 
at h e a r t , regardless o f the d a n g e r to peace i n E u r o p e . 

T h a t is the c r u x o f the m a t t e r a n d , as y o u c a n see, 
p a r t i c u l a r s y m p a t h i e s d o n o t c o m e i n t o i t . L e a v i n g the 
c o l o n i a l aspect aside, the c r u x o f the m a t t e r l ies i n a 
c o n f l i c t o f interests b e t w e e n the B r i t i s h E m p i r e a n d 
E u r o p e . D o y o u r e q u i r e a n y m o r e c o n c l u s i v e e v i d e n c e t h a n 
the a t t i t u d e o f the S o v i e t s ? F r o m the v e r y b e g i n n i n g 
E n g l a n d has r e c e i v e d n o m o r e v i g o r o u s s u p p o r t i n G e n e v a 
t h a n t h a t o f R u s s i a . A n d a m I g o i n g to p r o v e to y o u t h a t 
R u s s i a is n o t a E u r o p e a n p o w e r ? O r that she is a E u r o p e a n 
p o w e r ? H a s L e n i n ' s p r o p h e c y p e r c h a n c e e x p i r e d , w h i c h 
sought to c o n s o l i d a t e the S o v i e t R e v o l u t i o n p r e c i s e l y 
t h r o u g h a E u r o p e a n w a r ? F o r R u s s i a , a E u r o p e a n c o n 
flagration w o u l d be a great p l u s . A n t i - E u r o p e a n R u s s i a 
v i g o r o u s l y supports the B r i t i s h p o i n t o f v i e w ; b u t are w e , 
as E u r o p e a n s , g o i n g to be b l i n d l y o n the side o f these 
B r i t i s h a n d R u s s i a n interests ? I f w e l o o k at i t f r o m this 
p o i n t o f v i e w , w h a t s h o u l d be the r o l e o f S p a i n ? W h a t 
is S p a i n ' s p r o p e r r o l e as a n i n d i v i d u a l e n t i t y a n d as a 
E u r o p e a n p o w e r ? O r , i f y o u prefer i t the o t h e r w a y r o u n d , 
w h a t is h e r r o l e as a E u r o p e a n p o w e r a n d as a n i n d i v i d u a l 
e n t i t y ? F i r s t a n d foremost , w h a t is S p a i n ' s p r o p e r r o l e i n 
G e n e v a ? 

Y o u a l l k n o w t h a t u n t i l the present t i m e — a n d w h e n I 
say the present t i m e I a m r e f e r r i n g to this m o r n i n g ' s n e w s ; 
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w e k n o w n o t w h a t m a y h a v e h a p p e n e d since this m o r n i n g 
— the o n l y t h i n g at stake i n G e n e v a ... {A member of the 
Cortes: ' War has broken out already.' Senor Barcia: ' Very 
serious things have been happening.' — Prolonged murmurings.) 
W e l l t h e n ; a c c o r d i n g to the latest news, the p r o c e d u r e i n 
G e n e v a has h i t h e r t o b e e n — a n d I stress this , n o t because 
I w a n t to a v o i d d iscuss ing the o t h e r i m p l i c a t i o n , w h i c h 
I s h a l l c o m e to p r e s e n t l y ( t h o u g h i t is a m e r e h y p o t h e s i s ) , 
b u t because so far i t does n o t seem as t h o u g h a r t i c l e i 6 
has c o m e u p i n G e n e v a — t h a t o f a r t i c l e 15, w h i c h , as 
y o u a l l k n o w , c u l m i n a t e s i n the d r a f t i n g o f a r e s o l u t i o n ; 
the C o u n c i l o f the L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s at tempts a c o n c i l i a 
t i o n , a n d i f that a t t e m p t does n o t p r o s p e r the C o u n c i l 
drafts a r e s o l u t i o n w h i c h i t s u b m i t s to the c o u n t r i e s 
d i r e c t l y i n v o l v e d ; a n d this r e s o l u t i o n c a n , e x c e p t i o n a l l y , 
be passed b y a s t r a i g h t m a j o r i t y o f votes. T h a t is to say, 
i t const i tutes one o f the except ions to the g e n e r a l r u l e l a i d 
d o w n i n a r t i c l e 5 o f the P a c t , w h i c h says t h a t there m u s t 
be u n a n i m i t y before the C o u n c i l o f G e n e v a c a n a d o p t 
a m o t i o n . W i t h r e g a r d to this r e s o l u t i o n , therefore, S p a i n 
c o u l d e i ther vote o r a b s t a i n , w i t h o u t j e o p a r d i z i n g the 
C o u n c i l o f G e n e v a ' s c o n t i n u e d effectiveness i n a n y w a y ; 
to gauge w h e t h e r o r n o t S p a i n s h o u l d subscr ibe to c e r t a i n 
resolut ions is e n t i r e l y a m a t t e r o f d i p l o m a t i c tact . 

B u t i f a r t i c l e 16 does c o m e to a p p l y , i f w e are f a c e d w i t h 
the d r a m a o f aggression, t h e n the s i t u a t i o n is c o m p l e t e l y 
c h a n g e d ; a n d s ince i t w o u l d a p p e a r t h a t w e h a v e r e a c h e d 
s u c h straits, this is the t i m e for the g o v e r n m e n t to t h i n k 
c a r e f u l l y . A r t i c l e 16 o f the P a c t o f the L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s 
c o n t a i n s t w o basic p a r a g r a p h s . T h e first o f these refers to 
e c o n o m i c measures , the s e c o n d to m i l i t a r y measures . W e l l , 
P r i m e M i n i s t e r : this fact m a y n o t h a v e b e e n b r o u g h t to 
the a t t e n t i o n o f the H o u s e . 

T h e a p p h c a t i o n o f e c o n o m i c sanct ions , t h a t is to say, 
those re ferred to i n the first p a r a g r a p h o f a r t i c l e 16, does 
n o t r e q u i r e the C o u n c i l o f G e n e v a to a d o p t a d e c i s i o n . 
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I t says, a n d I q u o t e f r o m m e m o r y , ' A s soon as a n y 
m e m b e r o f the L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s l a u n c h e s a n aggression 
aga inst a n o t h e r , a l l the m e m b e r s o f the L e a g u e s h a l l , 
ipso facto, c o n s i d e r themselves a t t a c k e d , a n d f r o m t h a t 
m o m e n t o n t h e y s h a l l sever a l l e c o n o m i c re la t ions w i t h 
the aggressor. ' T h e r e f o r e , i f there is n o q u e s t i o n o f g o i n g 
b e y o n d p a r a g r a p h ( i ) o f a r t i c l e 16, i f w e are m e r e l y f a c e d 
w i t h the hypothesis o f e c o n o m i c sanct ions , there is n o 
r e a s o n w h y S p a i n s h o u l d v o t e ; i n d e e d , S p a i n c a n m a k e 
use o f h e r a u t h o r i t y there i n a f o r c e f u l f a s h i o n to c o n v i n c e 
the C o u n c i l o f the L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s t h a t there is n o 
r e a s o n w h y the m a t t e r s h o u l d be p u t to the v o t e , t h a t 
j u r i d i c a l l y the m i s s i o n operates i n f u l f i l m e n t o f a c e r t a i n 
c o n d i t i o n , that f r o m the m o m e n t this c o n d i t i o n is f u l f i l l e d , 
a l l are u n d e r a n o b l i g a t i o n to s u s p e n d e c o n o m i c r e l a t i o n s 
w i t h the c o u n t r y g u i l t y o f aggression. A n d s ince there is n o 
n e e d f o r a n y p r o n o u n c e m e n t to s t a n d b e t w e e n the le t ter 
o f the P a c t a n d the p r a c t i c a l i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f c o n d i t i o n a l 
o b l i g a t i o n s m a d e b i n d i n g b y events, i t s h o u l d be left to 
e a c h c o u n t r y to a p p l y s u c h sanct ions i n w h a t e v e r w a y i t 
l o y a l l y considers to be fit a n d a p p r o p r i a t e . T h u s the 
a p p l i c a t i o n o f sanct ions becomes for e a c h c o u n t r y the 
subject o f decis ions to be m a d e i n t e r n a l l y ; e a c h c o u n t r y 
w i l l gauge the degree to w h i c h i t s h o u l d i m p l e m e n t the 
first p a r a g r a p h o f a r t i c l e i 6 . 

Needless to say, I be l ieve this to be a v e r y d e s i r a b l e 
s o l u t i o n ; for i t does seem to m e t h a t S p a i n s h o u l d a v o i d 
m a k i n g a n y p r o n o u n c e m e n t o n so t i c k l i s h a m a t t e r as 
l o n g as she c a n . 

I n d u e course w e c o m e to the p o i n t w h e r e w e m u s t 
e x a m i n e the s e c o n d p a r a g r a p h , w h i c h refers to m i l i t a r y 
measures , to the m i l i t a r y fac tor e a c h m e m b e r state o f the 
L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s o u g h t to c o n t r i b u t e to m a k i n g the 
n a t i o n g u i l t y o f a n i n f r i n g e m e n t r e t u r n to the o b e d i e n c e 
o f the P a c t . I n this case i t does b e c o m e necessary to m a k e 
a d e c i s i o n , s ince the s e c o n d p a r a g r a p h o f a r t i c l e i 6 states 
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t h a t the C o u n c i l m u s t f o r m u l a t e a r e s o l u t i o n . T h i s m e a n s 
t h a t i t is n o l o n g e r possible for e a c h o f its m e m b e r s to ' 
p r o c e e d d i r e c t l y to the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the P a c t , b u t | 
t h a t the n e e d arises for f o r m u l a t i n g a text , for a c t u a l l y / 
g e t t i n g d o w n to its c o m p o s i t i o n a n d r a t i f i c a t i o n . V e r y w e l l ; ' 
w h e n the t i m e comes to v o t e o n this r e s o l u t i o n , w h i c h 
r e q u i r e s u n a n i m i t y i n the C o u n c i l o f G e n e v a , S p a i n 
s h o u l d take the f o l l o w i n g c o n s i d e r a t i o n i n t o a c c o u n t : n o t 
o n e o f the states represented i n G e n e v a is g o i n g to act at 
the present t i m e i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h a n y superst i t ious 
a l l e g i a n c e to the L e a g u e — n o t one . 

I w o u l d n o t l i k e S p a i n to be the o n l y e x c e p t i o n , a n d I 
t rust that the g o v e r n m e n t w i l l n o t p e r m i t this to be the 
case. A l l the o t h e r n a t i o n s , every s ingle one o f t h e m , are 
c a r r y i n g o u t a p r e l i m i n a r y s u r v e y to see w h e t h e r o r n o t i t 
suits t h e m to v o t e i n f a v o u r o f the m i l i t a r y r e s o l u t i o n 
s t i p u l a t e d b y the s e c o n d p a r a g r a p h o f a r t i c l e 16. A n d t h a t 
is h o w i t s h o u l d be, for i f the s e c o n d p a r a g r a p h w e r e 
i m p l e m e n t e d as a u t o m a t i c a l l y as the first, a l l d e l i b e r a t i o n s 
w o u l d be s u p e r f l u o u s ; b u t s ince a p r o n o u n c e m e n t o f this 
k i n d is s u p p o s e d to reflect everyone 's o p i n i o n , i t is o n l y 
n a t u r a l that i n the course o f w o r k i n g o u t s u c h a p r o 
n o u n c e m e n t , i n the course o f a d o p t i n g s u c h a n a t t i t u d e , 
e a c h c o u n t r y m u s t w e i g h c a r e f u l l y w h i c h o f its interests 
are at stake. 

T h u s w e observe that the petite entente is g o i n g to v o t e i n 
f a v o u r , because i t is w o r r i e d a b o u t the p o s s i b i l i t y o f a n 
I t a l i a n e x p a n s i o n i n Y u g o s l a v i a , w h i l e T u r k e y b r i n g s u p 
the q u e s t i o n o f the Stra i ts a n d G e n e v a is c o n c e r n e d w i t h 
p r e s e r v i n g its n e w a l l i a n c e w i t h E n g l a n d . B u t w h a t a b o u t 
us, g e n t l e m e n , are w e g o i n g to v o t e o u t o f sheer eagerness 
to p lease? A r e w e r e a l l y g o i n g to behave l i k e d a z z l e d 
yoke ls , w e l l p l e a s e d to be s i t t i n g a m o n g i m p o r t a n t p e o p l e 
a n d to be g i v e n the c h a i r m a n s h i p o f those c o m m i s s i o n s 
w h i c h are j u s t l i k e those u n s a v o u r y dishes y o u are g i v e n 
to eat i n E u r o p e ? {Hear! Hear!) 
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T h e n , i f there is n o vote i n f a v o u r o f a n y m i l i t a r y 
sanct ions , i f there is n o vote i n f a v o u r o f a n y m i U t a r y 
measures, i t is m o r e t h a n l i k e l y that there w i l l be n o 
E u r o p e a n w a r . P o s s i b l y the w h o l e t h i n g w i l l be r e d u c e d 
t o a conf l i c t b e t w e e n I t a l y a n d E n g l a n d . W i t h t h e 
p r o s p e c t o f s u c h a c o n f l i c t , I be l ieve t h a t S p a i n c a n n o t 
d i s p l a y a n y a c t i v i t y o t h e r t h a n t h a t w h i c h c a n be s u m 
m a r i z e d i n one w o r d : n e u t r a l i t y , u n c o m p r o m i s i n g 
n e u t r a l i t y . O r d i n a r i l y , a p o s i t i o n o f n e u t r a l i t y f o r m u l a t e d 
i n these terms w o u l d seem the refuge o f c o w a r d i c e , o r at 
least a d e l i b e r a t e w i t h d r a w a l f r o m the affairs o f E u r o p e . 
B u t for o n c e n e u t r a l i t y w i l l be d a n g e r o u s ; t h o u g h t h e 
d a n g e r s h o u l d n o t m a k e us a b a n d o n o u r d e c i s i o n to keep 
i t u p , for t w o v e r y g o o d reasons. F i r s t l y , because i t is to be 
h o p e d t h a t those w h o h a v e p a i d so m u c h l i p - s e r v i c e to the 
P a c t o f the L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s w i l l n o t c o m m i t the m o s t 
flagrant v i o l a t i o n t h e r e o f b y a b u s i n g o u r free resolve to 
k e e p o u t o f the w a r . A n d let n o o n e say t h a t w e p a y l i p -
service to the P a c t o f the L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s w h e n w e feel 
l i k e i t , o n l y to flout i t w h e n i t n o l o n g e r suits us. T h a t is b y 
n o means the case: i f w e d o n o t vote for m i l i t a r y measures , 
w e d o n o t t h e r e b y go against the P a c t ; w e are m e r e l y , i n 
the c o n t e x t o f a b a l l o t p r o v i d e d for i n the P a c t , a c t i n g i n 
S p a i n ' s best interests. A n d h o w c o u l d one ever c o m p a r e a n 
I t a l i a n a t t e m p t to c o l o n i z e a n d a n n e x A b y s s i n i a w i t h a n 
i n v a s i o n o f S p a n i s h t e r r i t o r y , the t e r r i t o r y o f one o f the 
s e n i o r a n d s u p p o s e d l y m o s t h i g h l y esteemed m e m b e r s o f 
the L e a g u e o f N a t i o n s , m e r e l y because S p a i n c o n s i d e r e d 
i n G e n e v a t h a t there was n o r e a s o n to set fire to E u r o p e ? 
I t is m y b e l i e f t h a t those for w h o m this is p r a c t i c a l l y the 
first t i m e t h e y h a v e h a d recourse to the P a c t , a n d w h o 
h a v e m a d e i t c l e a r t h a t the P a c t is j u s t a b o u t the o n l y 
b r i d g e l i n k i n g t h e m to E u r o p e , w i l l r e f r a i n f r o m so 
flagrant a n i n f r i n g e m e n t thereof. 

B u t let m e say s o m e t h i n g else — a n d this is the s e c o n d 
r e a s o n w h y n e u t r a l i t y w i l l be d a n g e r o u s ; w h e n i t comes to 
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d e c i d i n g w h e t h e r o r n o t w e s h o u l d r e m a i n n e u t r a l , S p a i n 
m u s t o n l y take exper ience a n d d e c o r u m i n t o a c c o u n t ; she 
m u s t d e c i d e w h e t h e r S p a n i s h interests are i n v o l v e d ; 
for there c a n be n o reason w h y w e s h o u l d d e f e n d the 
B r i t i s h E m p i r e , to w h i c h w e o w e n o t h i n g . [Murmurings.) 
D o I h a v e to r e m i n d y o u o f G i b r a l t a r ? W e o w e the 
B r i t i s h E m p i r e n o t h i n g a n d s h o u l d d o n o t h i n g to d e f e n d i t ; 
a l l w e s h o u l d t h i n k a b o u t is this , a n d this a l o n e — w h e r e 
d o S p a i n ' s interests l i e ? I t w o u l d be i n d e c o r o u s for S p a i n 
to o p t for i n t e r v e n t i o n o r n e u t r a l i t y i n response to a n y 
t h r e a t o r u n w a r r a n t e d d e m a n d . {Applause.) 

{Interruption.) I f the P r i m e M i n i s t e r w i l l d i s p l a y s u c h 
inso lence , I s h a l l h a v e to c o m m i t the d iscourtesy o f 
c e a s i n g to l i s t e n . {Senor Primo de Rivera leaves his seat. Noisy 
protest.) 

M y a p p r e c i a t i o n o f w h a t the P r i m e M i n i s t e r has j u s t 
s a i d a n d m y a b i d i n g respect for the o c c u p a n t s o f h i g h 
office p u t m e u n d e r a d o u b l e o b l i g a t i o n to take b a c k a n y 
t h i n g , a n y w o r d s o f m i n e , w h i c h i n t u r n m a y h a v e o f fended 
the P r i m e M i n i s t e r . B u t I w o u l d ask h i m to b e a r i n m i n d 
t h a t one w h o has s p o k e n as I h a v e , w h o has s tar ted b y say
i n g t h a t there w a s n o n e e d for the g o v e r n m e n t to m a k e a n y 
r e p l y , w h o asked n e i t h e r the g o v e r n m e n t n o r the H o u s e 
to m a k e a n y s tatement , w h o m e r e l y sought to m a k e the 
m o d e s t c o n t r i b u t i o n o f his o w n u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f the 
s i t u a t i o n so t h a t the g o v e r n m e n t m i g h t h e a r a n d take 
note , i f i t so w i s h e d , o f a n h o n e s t l y f o r m u l a t e d p e r s o n a l 
o p i n i o n , does n o t deserve to be t o l d b y the P r i m e M i n i s t e r 
t h a t he was g o i n g against S p a i n ' s deepest interests. {The 
Prime Minister: 'I did not mean to say any such thing.') I a m 
d e l i g h t e d to h e a r t h a t t h a t was n o t w h a t the P r i m e 
M i n i s t e r m e a n t to say. {The Prime Minister: 'And I do not 
believe that that is what I did say; but supposing I said it, I 
certainly take it back.') A l l the better . A n d i n case I h a v e 
n o t m a d e m y s e l f c l e a r at the b e g i n n i n g o f m y speech, I 
r e p e a t t h a t I a m a s k i n g n e i t h e r the H o u s e n o r the g o v e r n -



O N S P A N I S H F O R E I G N P O L I C Y I99 

m e n t to express the sHghtest a p p r o v a l o f w h a t is b u t a 
p e r s o n a l suggest ion o f m i n e , the honest express ion o f a 
p o l i t i c a l c o n v i c t i o n . N o w the g o v e r n m e n t , w h i c h is i n n o 
w a y o b h g e d to answer m e , o r p r e s u m a b l y a n y o n e else, 
n o d o u b t k n o w s w h a t i t is d o i n g i n the service o f S p a i n . 
T h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s f r iends , a n d those w h o are n o t its 
f r iends , a l l h o p e t h a t i t w i l l , i n the service o f S p a i n , c o m e 
to the r i g h t d e c i s i o n . 



O N R E V O L U T I O N 

F r o m Haz, N o . 9, October 12th, 1935 

T h e mass o f a p e o p l e i n n e e d o f a r e v o l u t i o n is i n c a p a b l e 
o f m a k i n g a r e v o l u t i o n . 

I t is n o t so m u c h w h e n a p e o p l e is c o r r u p t t h a t r e v o l u 
t i o n becomes a necessity, b u t w h e n its i n s t i t u t i o n s , its 
ideas , its tastes h a v e b e c o m e steri le o r are a b o u t to d o so. 
T h a t is the m o m e n t o f h i s t o r i c a l d e g e n e r a c y . N o t d e a t h 
b y disaster, b u t r a t h e r s t a g n a t i o n i n a graceless a n d 
hopeless existence. A l l c o l l e c t i v e at t i tudes are feeble f r o m 
the outset, b r e d o f a l l b u t e x h a u s t e d stock. T h e l i fe o f the 
c o m m u n i t y b e c o m e s b l u n t e d , s t u l t i f i e d a n d s u b m e r g e d i n 
b a d taste a n d m e d i o c r i t y . T h i s c a n n o t be r e m e d i e d except 
b y a c l e a n cut a n d a n e w start . T h e f u r r o w s c r y o u t for 
n e w seed, h i s t o r i c a l seed, because the o l d has c o m e to the 
e n d o f its f e r t i l i t y . 

B u t w h o is to be the h u s b a n d m a n ? W h o is to choose 
the n e w seed a n d the m o m e n t w h e n to sow i t ? T h a t is the 
d i f f i c u l t y . A n d h e r e w e c o m e face to face w i t h a l l the 
d e m a g o g i c p r e d i c t i o n s o f the L e f t a n d the R i g h t , w i t h a l l 
the nauseous at t i tudes s t ruck b y those w h o f a w n o n the 
masses i n o r d e r to e l i c i t t h e i r votes o r t h e i r a p p l a u s e . S u c h 
m e n t u r n to the c r o w d a n d say to i t : ' Y o u , the p e o p l e , are 
m a g n i f i c e n t ; y o u h a r b o u r the highest v i r t u e s ; y o u r 
w o m e n are the m o s t b e a u t i f u l a n d chaste i n the w o r l d ; 
y o u r m e n the most i n t e l l i g e n t a n d b r a v e ; y o u r customs 
the m o s t v e n e r a b l e ; y o u r ar t is i n c o m p a r a b l y r i c h . Y o u 
h a v e suffered b u t o n e m i s f o r t u n e : t h a t o f b e i n g b a d l y 
g o v e r n e d . C a s t o f f y o u r ru lers , free yourselves f r o m t h e i r 
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b o n d s a n d y o u s h a l l p r o s p e r . ' W h i c h a m o u n t s m o r e o r less 
to t h i s : ' G o o d p e o p l e , m a k e yourselves h a p p y t h r o u g h 
r e b e l l i o n . " 

T h o s e w h o speak thus r e v e a l themselves e i t h e r as 
n a u s e o u s l y i n s i n c e r e , m a k i n g use o f w o r d s as b a i t w i t h 
w h i c h to c a t c h the masses for t h e i r o w n benefit , o r else 
as u t t e r l y s t u p i d , w h i c h m a y be e v e n m o r e h a r m f u l t h a n 
decei t . N o one w h o gives i t some m i n u t e s ' t h o u g h t c a n be 
b l i n d to this t r u t h : t h a t at the e n d o f a steri le e r a , w h e n a 
p e o p l e — t h r o u g h its o w n f a u l t o r the f a u l t o f others — 
has a l l o w e d its m a j o r resources to go rusty , i t c a n n o t 
p o s s i b l y t a c k l e the e n o r m o u s task o f r e g e n e r a t i o n b y itself. 
A r e v o l u t i o n — i f i t is to be f r u i t f u l a n d n o t f r i t t e r e d a w a y 
i n e p h e m e r a l u p h e a v a l s — cal ls for a l u c i d awareness o f a 
n e w n o r m c o m b i n e d w i t h the resolute w i l l to see i t a p p l i e d . 
B u t this a b i l i t y to p e r c e i v e a n d a p p l y the n o r m is n o t h i n g 
short o f p e r f e c t i o n . A prostrate p e o p l e is i n c a p a b l e o f 
p e r c e i v i n g a n d a p p l y i n g the n o r m ; t h a t is p r e c i s e l y its 
t r o u b l e . I f i t is w e l l e q u i p p e d w i t h a l l t h a t is r e q u i r e d to 
c a r r y o u t a f r u i t f u l r e v o l u t i o n , t h a t is a n u n m i s t a k a b l e 
s ign t h a t the r e v o l u t i o n is unnecessary . I n v e r s e l y , n e e d i n g 
a r e v o l u t i o n m e a n s b e i n g w i t h o u t the l u c i d i t y a n d the 
d r i v e r e q u i r e d i n o r d e r to l o v e a n d r e a l i z e i t . I n s h o r t , 
a p e o p l e c a n n o t a c h i e v e its o w n c o l l e c t i v e s a l v a t i o n , 
s ince the v e r y fact o f b e i n g ab le to d o so is p r o o f t h a t i t is 
safe a n d needs n o t to be s a v e d . P a s c a l i m a g i n e d C h r i s t 
s a y i n g to h i m , ' Y o u w o u l d n o t seek m e h a d y o u n o t 
a l r e a d y f o u n d m e . ' T h e t u t e l a r y s p i r i t o f r e v o l u t i o n s m i g h t 
w e l l say as m u c h to the p e o p l e . 

A m o n g the r e v o l u t i o n a r y leaders w h o h a v e passed 
t h r o u g h w o r l d h i s t o r y , t w o types h a v e a p p e a r e d f a i r l y 
f r e q u e n t l y : the r i n g l e a d e r r e c r u i t i n g a c r o w d u p o n w h o s e 
shoulders to hois t h i m s e l f i n s e a r c h o f f a m e , p o w e r o r 
w e a l t h ; a n d the m a n w i t h a superst i t ious f a i t h i n the 
p e o p l e , the be l iever i n the c o n g e n i t a l t imel iness o f the 
p e o p l e — p e r c e i v e d i n o r g a n i c a l l y as a mass — i n the sue-
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cessful p u r s u i t o f its o w n course . T h e r i n g l e a d e r tends 
to be less c o m m e n d a b l e f r o m the p o i n t o f v i e w o f p r i v a t e 
m o r a l i t y ; he tends to be a f e l l o w o f few scruples , w h o robs 
a n d oppresses the c o m m u n i t y w h i c h endures a n d supports 
h i m ; b u t he has the a d v a n t a g e t h a t he c a n be e l i m i n a t e d 
b y a s ingle b u l l e t ; his d e a t h puts a stop to the n u i s a n c e . 
T h e other , h o w e v e r , leaves a m a r k a n d is, f r o m the p o i n t 
o f v i e w o f his h i s t o r i c m i s s i o n , m o r e o f a t r a i t o r t h a n the 
r i n g l e a d e r . 

Y e s , he is m o r e o f a t r a i t o r , i f w e use the w o r d t r a i t o r 
w i t h o u t the least m e l o d r a m a t i c c o n n o t a t i o n , b u t s i m p l y 
to descr ibe o n e w h o a b a n d o n s his post at a c r u c i a l m o m e n t . 
T h a t is p r e c i s e l y w h a t the m a n w i t h superst i t ious f a i t h i n 
the p o p u l a c e tends to d o w h e n c h a n c e places h i m at the 
h e l m o f a v i c t o r i o u s r e v o l u t i o n . B y his v e r y presence there , 
b y h a v i n g c l i m b e d d e l i b e r a t e l y to the t o p a n d b y h a v i n g 
k i n d l e d the f a i t h o f those w h o f o l l o w e d h i m , s u c h a m a n 
has t a c i t l y t a k e n u p o n h i m s e l f the d u t y to c o m m a n d 
t h e m , to g u i d e t h e m , to s h o w t h e m the w a y . U n l e s s his 
s o u l was s t i r r e d b y s o m e t h i n g a k i n to the c a l l o f a f a r a w a y 
outpost , he s h o u l d n e v e r h a v e c o v e t e d the l e a d e r s h i p . T o 
b e c o m e a l e a d e r , to be v i c t o r i o u s a n d to say the f o l l o w i n g 
d a y to the masses, ' Y o u g i v e the orders , I a m here to o b e y 
y o u , ' is to s h i r k the g l o r i o u s b u r d e n o f c o m m a n d i n a m o s t 
abject f a s h i o n . I t is n o t for the l e a d e r to o b e y the p e o p l e : 
he m u s t serve the p e o p l e , w h i c h is s o m e t h i n g q u i t e 
d i f ferent . S u c h service m e a n s e x e r c i s i n g p o w e r for the g o o d 
o f the p e o p l e , h a v i n g the g o o d o f the p e o p l e u n d e r one's 
r u l e at h e a r t , even t h o u g h the p e o p l e themselves m a y not 
k n o w w h a t is best for t h e m ; t h a t is to say, he m u s t feel at 
o n e w i t h the people ' s h i s t o r i c dest iny , e v e n t h o u g h he m a y 
disagree w i t h w h a t the masses t h i n k t h e y w a n t . 

A l l the m o r e so w h e n there is a r e v o l u t i o n , s ince, as w e 
h a v e s a i d , a p e o p l e needs r e v o l u t i o n p r e c i s e l y w h e n i t has 
lost the a p t i t u d e for w a n t i n g w h a t is g o o d ; w h e n its 
a p p e t i t e has, one m i g h t say, b e e n v i t i a t e d , w h i c h is 
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p r e c i s e l y the i l l w h i c h m u s t be c u r e d . T h a t is the s p l e n d i d 
p a r t . A n d the d i f f i c u l t p a r t . T h a t is w h y l i g h t - w e i g h t 
leaders eschew the task at h a n d , p r e f e r r i n g , i n a n effort 
to c o v e r u p t h e i r o w n weakness, to r e p l a c e p u b l i c service 
a n d the quest for a p r o b l e m a t i c a l h a r m o n y b e t w e e n the 
people ' s r e a l i t y a n d its t rue des t iny , w i t h o b e d i e n c e to the 
p e o p l e , w h i c h is b u t o n e k i n d o f f a w n i n g l i k e a n y o t h e r ; 
t h a t is to say, o n e k i n d o f c o r r u p t i o n . 

S p a i n has seen s o m e t h i n g o f this q u i t e r e c e n t l y : i n 
1931. R a r e l y h a v e the masses b e e n so m a n a g e a b l e a n d 
m e e k . T h e y c h e e r f u l l y e l e v a t e d those w h o m t h e y c o n 
s i d e r e d t h e i r betters a n d p r e p a r e d to f o l l o w t h e m . 

I n this w a y , those w h o h a d for m a n y years d ispensed the 
m e d i c i n a l d r a u g h t o f c r i t i c i s m f o u n d themselves w i t h o u t 
a n y effort o n t h e i r p a r t i n p o s i t i o n s o f p o w e r . O b v i o u s l y I 
a m n o t r e f e r r i n g to the d e m a g o g u e s , b u t to t h a t s m a l l , 
select g r o u p o f m e n w h o , after a r i g o r o u s i n t e r n a l process 
r a n g i n g f r o m desperate r e v u l s i o n to fervent a n t i c i p a t i o n , 
w e r e g i v i n g express ion to a y e a r n i n g for a S p a i n t h a t was 
b r i g h t e r , c l e a n e r , m o r e ag i le , f reed f r o m m u c h t i m e -
h o n o u r e d r u b b i s h a n d m u c h d r e a r y m e d i o c r i t y . I t was 
the d u t y o f those i n t h a t g r o u p to start u s i n g the n e w 
h i s t o r i c a l levers, to p l a n t n e w v ines i n p l a c e o f the o l d , 
e x h a u s t e d ones. W h a t is m o r e , t h e y w e r e c a l l e d u p o n to 
d o so regardless o f a l l r e c a l c i t r a n c e , be i t o n the p a r t o f 
t h e i r ers twhi le f e l l o w r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s o r o n the p a r t o f the 
masses themselves. T h e h e l m s m e n o f a r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
m o v e m e n t m u s t e v e n p u t u p w i t h b e i n g c a l l e d t ra i tors . 
T h e masses a l w a y s be l ieve t h a t t h e y are b e i n g b e t r a y e d . 
N o t h i n g c o u l d be m o r e fut i le t h a n t r y i n g to f latter the 
masses i n the h o p e o f b e i n g s p a r e d the c h a r g e o f t reason. 
M a y b e the m e n t o r s o f 1931 d i d n o t s toop to f lat tery , b u t 
t h e y c e r t a i n l y c o u l d n o t b r i n g themselves to resist a n d 
d i s c i p l i n e the masses. W i t h h a u g h t y d i s d a i n they r e t r e a t e d 
o n c e m o r e i n t o t h e i r shells, l e a v i n g the r o a d c l e a r for the 
nastiness o f the demagogues a n d the a u d a c i t y o f the r i n g -
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leaders . T h a t is h o w S p a i n ' s o p p o r t u n i t y w e n t to waste, as 
so m a n y t imes before. 

T h e n e x t o p p o r t u n i t y w i l l n o t be w a s t e d . W e h a v e 
l e a r n e d t h a t the masses c a n n o t save themselves. A n d that 
there c a n be n o excuse for the leaders w h o q u i t . R e v o l u 
t i o n is a task for a d e t e r m i n e d m i n o r i t y i m m u n e to d is
c o u r a g e m e n t . I t is the task o f a m i n o r i t y whose first steps 
w i l l n o t be u n d e r s t o o d b y the masses, s ince u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
is the m o s t v a l u a b l e t h i n g the masses lose as the v i c t i m s 
o f a n era o f d e c a d e n c e . B u t r e v o l u t i o n w i l l e v e n t u a l l y 
r e p l a c e the b a r r e n c o n f u s i o n o f o u r c o l l e c t i v e l i fe w i t h the 
j o y a n d r a d i a n c e o f a n e w o r d e r . 



E X T R A C T F R O M T H E C L O S I N G 
S P E E C H O F T H E S E C O N D 

N A T I O N A L A S S E M B L Y O F T H E 
F A L A N G E 

M a d e at the M a d r i d C i n e m a , M a d r i d , N o v e m b e r 17th, 1935 

A t this s o l e m n m o m e n t I v e n t u r e to f o r m u l a t e a p r o p h e c y : 
the f o r t h c o m i n g s truggle , w h i c h m a y n o t take the f o r m 
o f a n e l e c t i o n , w h i c h m a y be m o r e d r a m a t i c t h a n a n y 
e l e c t o r a l s truggle , w i l l n o t be a c o n f r o n t a t i o n o f s u c h 
o u t d a t e d va lues as the ones w e c a l l the R i g h t a n d the 
L e f t ; i t w i l l be a c o n f r o n t a t i o n b e t w e e n the g r i m a n d 
m e n a c i n g A s i a t i c f r o n t o f the R u s s i a n R e v o l u t i o n i n its 
S p a n i s h i n c a r n a t i o n a n d the n a t i o n a l f r o n t o f o u r o w n 
g e n e r a t i o n l i n e d u p for b a t t l e . 

N o w , there w i l l be n o r o o m b e n e a t h the b a n n e r o f the 
n a t i o n a l f r o n t for a n y s m u g g l e d goods . T h e w o r d is too 
lo f ty for a n y o n e to use i t as a p s e u d o n y m . T h e r e w i l l be 
sentinels at the e n t r a n c e , s e a r c h i n g those w h o w i s h to j o i n 
to see t h a t t h e y h a v e r e a l l y left a l l the vested interests o f 
t h e i r g r o u p a n d t h e i r class b e h i n d t h e m i n the e n c a m p 
m e n t ; to see t h a t t h e i r souls are r e a l l y a f lame w i t h selfless 
d e v o t i o n to this t o t a l u n d e r t a k i n g s u s p e n d e d h i g h a b o v e 
o u r h e a d s ; t o see t h a t t h e y envisage S p a i n as a t o t a l 
v a l u e t r a n s c e n d i n g the f r a m e w o r k o f p a r t i a l va lues w i t h i n 
w h i c h p o l i t i c s h a v e e v o l v e d h i t h e r t o . T o be p r a c t i c a l , 
those sentinels m u s t be b r i e f e d o n the b o u n d a r i e s o f the 
n a t i o n a l f r o n t , o f w h i c h the first is a h i s t o r i c a l b o u n d a r y . 
A l l r e a c t i o n a r y designs, a l l s u r r e p t i t i o u s feelings o f 
n o s t a l g i a for obsolete pract ices o r a r e t u r n to s o c i a l a n d 
e c o n o m i c systems t h a t h a v e been f o u n d w a n t i n g , w i l l be 
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i n a d m i s s i b l e . I t is n o t e n o u g h to t u r n u p s i n g i n g a n t h e m s ; 
those w h o w a n t the sentinels to let t h e m pass m u s t h a v e 
left s u c h n o s t a l g i a s incere ly b e h i n d at the e n t r a n c e . 
T h e n there is a m o r a l b o u n d a r y . W e c a n n o t feel a n y s o l i 
d a r i t y w i t h s u c h p e o p l e as h a v e a c c u s t o m e d t h e i r l u n g s 
a n d t h e i r hearts to l i v i n g i n the k i n d o f m o r a l c l i m a t e 
w h e r e c o r r u p t i o n c a n flourish. T h o s e are the i n s u r 
m o u n t a b l e b a r r i e r s i n the n e g a t i v e sense; t h a t is w h a t 
m u s t be e x c l u d e d f r o m the n a t i o n a l f r o n t . . . 

B u t e x c l u s i o n is n o t e n o u g h . I t is essential to h o l d u p a 
p o s i t i v e c h a l l e n g e : the task o f g i v i n g to S p a i n those t w o 
th ings she has lost , firstly, the m a t e r i a l l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s 
w h i c h w i l l raise the S p a n i s h p e o p l e to the l e v e l o f h u m a n 
be ings , a n d s e c o n d l y , f a i t h i n a c o l l e c t i v e n a t i o n a l d e s t i n y 
a n d the w i l l to b r i n g a b o u t a g e n u i n e r e v i v a l . T h e s e m u s t 
be the t w o elements o f the task w h i c h the g r o u p , the 
f r o n t l i n e o f o u r g e n e r a t i o n , m u s t set itself. A n d so t h a t n o 
o n e c a n c l a i m to h a v e b e e n m i s l e d , w e m u s t e x p l a i n the 
m e a n i n g o f these t w o decis ive p r o p o s i t i o n s . 

T h e e c o n o m i c r e v i v a l o f S p a i n . I was s a y i n g to y o u t h a t 
the d e a t h - p a n g s o f c a p i t a l i s m are a w o r l d - w i d e p h e n o m e 
n o n . N o w t h e n : the o n l y w a y s o u t o f the a g o n y o f c a p i t a l 
i s m are e i t h e r a n i n v a s i o n b y the b a r b a r i a n s o r else a 
speedy d i s m a n t l e m e n t o f c a p i t a l i s m i t s e l f W h a t c a n w e 
p o s s i b l y choose b u t the l a t t e r s o l u t i o n ? I t consists o f three 
sections w h i c h d e m a n d three d i s m a n t l i n g p r o c e d u r e s , the 
sections b e i n g r u r a l c a p i t a l i s m , financial c a p i t a l i s m a n d 
i n d u s t r i a l c a p i t a l i s m . T h e three are v e r y u n e q u a l l y o p e n 
to d i s m a n t l e m e n t . R u r a l c a p i t a l i s m is easy e n o u g h to 
d i s m a n t l e . N o t i c e t h a t I a m r e f e r r i n g e x c l u s i v e l y to the 
p r a c t i c e o f u s i n g the l a n d to extract u n e a r n e d i n c o m e , o r 
s u r p l u s v a l u e , i n the w o r d s o f some economists . F o r the 
t i m e b e i n g I a m n o t p u t t i n g the p r a c t i c e o f p r o v i d i n g 
farmers w i t h credi ts u n d e r the h e a d i n g o f r u r a l c a p i t a l i s m 
because that comes i n t o financial c a p i t a l i s m w h i c h I w i l l 
discuss i n a m o m e n t , n e i t h e r a m I i n c l u d i n g large-scale 
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i n d u s t r i a l e x p l o i t a t i o n o f the l a n d . B y r u r a l c a p i t a l i s m 1 
m e a n the system u n d e r w h i c h c e r t a i n p e o p l e , w h o m a y 
n o t e v e n k n o w the exact l o c a t i o n o f t h e i r estates a n d w h o 
k n o w n o t h i n g o f a g r i c u l t u r e , h a v e the r i g h t —• t h a n k s to 
c e r t a i n titles l i s t e d i n the L a n d R e g i s t e r — to d e r i v e a 
c e r t a i n i n c o m e f r o m those w h o a c t u a l l y l i v e o n the l a n d 
a n d t i l l i t . T h i s is v e r y easy to d i s m a n t l e , t h o u g h I w a n t to 
m a k e i t c l e a r t h a t i f I descr ibe the p r o c e d u r e , I a m n o t 
t h e r e b y f o r m u l a t i n g a p a r a g r a p h o f the F a l a n g e ' s p a r t y 
p r o g r a m m e . T h e w a y to d i s m a n t l e r u r a l c a p i t a l i s m is 
q u i t e s i m p l y t h i s : the c a n c e l l a t i o n o f the o b l i g a t i o n to p a y 
r e n t . T h a t w o u l d be e x t r e m e l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y , b u t i t 
w o u l d c e r t a i n l y n o t o c c a s i o n the sl ightest e c o n o m i c 
c o n v u l s i o n ; the farmers w o u l d go o n t i l l i n g t h e i r l a n d , the 
p r o d u c e w o u l d go o n b e i n g h a r v e s t e d a n d e v e r y t h i n g 
w o u l d f u n c t i o n as before. 

M u c h m o r e c o m p l i c a t e d is the d i s m a n t l e m e n t o f 
financial c a p i t a l i s m . T h a t is a d i f ferent m a t t e r a l together . 
W i t h a c o m p l e x e c o n o m i c m e c h a n i s m establ i shed the w a y 
i t is , w e m u s t needs h a v e c r e d i t ; firstly, s o m e o n e m u s t 
p u r v e y the tokens o f c r e d i t a c c e p t e d i n business t r a n s 
act ions , a n d s e c o n d l y , the i n t e r v a l s b e t w e e n the b e g i n n i n g 
o f the p r o d u c t i o n process a n d the m o m e n t o f its c o m p l e 
t i o n m u s t be c o v e r e d . B u t i t is poss ible to t r a n s f o r m a l l this 
i n s u c h a w a y t h a t d e a l i n g s i n m o n e t a r y c r e d i t w i l l n o 
l o n g e r be the p r i v a t e business o f a few p r i v i l e g e d m e n , b u t 
r a t h e r the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f the e c o n o m i c c o m m u n i t y as a 
w h o l e , t r a n s a c t e d b y its a p p r o p r i a t e i n s t r u m e n t , n a m e l y 
the state. S o t h a t financial c a p i t a l i s m c a n be d i s m a n t l e d 
b y c a u s i n g i t to be r e p l a c e d , b y n a t i o n a l i z i n g a l l c r e d i t 
fac i l i t ies . 

F i n a l l y , w h a t r e m a i n s is i n d u s t r i a l c a p i t a l i s m . A t 
present this is the m o s t d i f f i cu l t k i n d to d i s m a n t l e , for 
n o t o n l y does i n d u s t r y dispose o f c a p i t a l for c r e d i t p u r 
poses, b u t the c a p i t a l i s t system has i n f i l t r a t e d the v e r y 
s t r u c t u r e o f i n d u s t r y . Because o f its i m m e n s e c o m p l e x i t y , 
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because o f the fact t h a t i t requires a great q u a n t i t y o f 
i n s t r u m e n t s , i n d u s t r y is d e p e n d e n t , for the t i m e b e i n g , o n 
the existence o f severa l d i f ferent forms o f o w n e r s h i p : 
the c o n s t i t u t i o n o f l a r g e u n i t s a n d e c o n o m i c resources 
o n the l e g a l basis o f the l i m i t e d c o m p a n y . T h e l i m i t e d 
c o m p a n y is therefore the a n o n y m o u s o w n e r o f t h e 
business, i n p l a c e o f the h u m a n o w n e r s o f o l d e r f i r m s . 
I f i n d u s t r i a l c a p i t a l i s m w e r e s u d d e n l y d i s m a n t l e d i n o n e 
f e l l s w o o p , i t w o u l d for the m o m e n t be i m p o s s i b l e to find 
a n effective e x p e d i e n t for the m a i n t e n a n c e o f i n d u s t r y , 
a n d this w o u l d i m m e d i a t e l y l e a d to a serious co l lapse . 

W h e n i t comes to d i s m e m b e r i n g c a p i t a l i s m , i t is there
fore easiest to d i s m a n t l e r u r a l c a p i t a l i s m ; i t is f a i r l y easy 
to d i s m a n t l e o r to r e p l a c e financial c a p i t a l i s m ; i t is far 
m o r e d i f f i c u l t to d i s m a n t l e i n d u s t r i a l c a p i t a l i s m . B u t s ince 
G o d is o n o u r side, i t so h a p p e n s t h a t h a r d l y a n y i n d u s t r i a l 
c a p i t a l i s m has to be d i s m a n t l e d i n S p a i n , because w e h a v e 
v e r y l i t t l e o f i t h e r e . A n d w i t h i n the c o n t e x t o f w h a t 
l i t t l e there is , i f w e were to r e d u c e the b u r d e n s o n the 
n a t i o n i m p l i c i t i n the existence o f e x t r a v a g a n t b o a r d s o f 
d i r e c t o r s , i n the needless m u l t i p l i c a t i o n o f d i f ferent firms 
p r o v i d i n g s i m i l a r services a n d i n the u n j u s t i f i a b l e c o n 
cession o f free shares, o u r u n a s s u m i n g i n d u s t r y w o u l d 
r e c o v e r a l l its a g i l i t y a n d c o u l d c o p e r e l a t i v e l y w e l l w i t h 
a p e r i o d o f t r a n s i t i o n . T h e measures to be p u t i n t o effect 
i m m e d i a t e l y w o u l d be the n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f c r e d i t a n d 
the l a n d r e f o r m . A n d this is w h y S p a i n , a c o u n t r y a l m o s t 
e n t i r e l y a g r a r i a n a n d r u r a l , finds herself, i n this e r a o f the 
l i q u i d a t i o n o f c a p i t a l i s m , i n the best poss ible p o s i t i o n to 
d e c a p i t a l i z e herse l f w i t h o u t c a t a s t r o p h i c consequences. 
T h i s is w h y I w a s n o t m a k i n g a meaningless s ta tement 
w h e n I s a i d , t a k i n g a l l these factors i n t o a c c o u n t , t h a t the 
m i s s i o n o f b r i d g i n g the i n v a s i o n o f the b a r b a r i a n s a n d o f 
e s t a b l i s h i n g a n e w o r d e r was a m i s s i o n i n c u m b e n t o n 
S p a i n . 

T h o s e w h o c o m e as v o l u n t e e r s to the e n c a m p m e n t s o f 



S P E E C H T O T H E F A L A N G E , 1 9 3 5 209 

o u r g e n e r a t i o n w i l l therefore h a v e to subscr ibe to t w o 
p o s i t i v e object ives : f i rs t ly , the g r a d u a l b u t a c t i v e p u r s u i t 
o f a n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f b a n k i n g ; s e c o n d l y , the d e t e r m i n e d 
resolve to see t h a t there w i l l be a r e a l a n d t h o r o u g h l y 
i m p l e m e n t e d l a w o f l a n d r e f o r m . 

W e d o n o t see a g r a r i a n r e f o r m as m e r e l y a t e c h n i c a l 
a n d e c o n o m i c p r o b l e m to be s t u d i e d c o o l l y i n schools ; 
a g r a r i a n r e f o r m m e a n s the t o t a l r e f o r m o f S p a n i s h l i fe . 
S p a i n is a l m o s t e n t i r e l y r u r a l . T h e o p e n c o u n t r y is 
s y n o n y m o u s w i t h S p a i n ; i f i n the S p a n i s h c o u n t r y s i d e the 
l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s i m p o s e d o n the S p a n i s h sector o f 
a g r a r i a n h u m a n i t y are i n t o l e r a b l e , this is n o t m e r e l y a n 
e c o n o m i c p r o b l e m . I t is a t o t a l p r o b l e m , r e l i g i o u s a n d 
m o r a l . T h a t is w h y i t is m o n s t r o u s to a p p r o a c h the 
subject o f l a n d r e f o r m e x c l u s i v e l y f r o m the e c o n o m i c 
a n g l e ; t h a t is w h y i t is m o n s t r o u s to set m a t e r i a l interests 
aga inst m a t e r i a l interests, as t h o u g h t h a t w e r e a l l t h a t 
m a t t e r e d ; t h a t is w h y i t is m o n s t r o u s for those t r y i n g to 
f e n d o f f a g r a r i a n r e f o r m to i n v o k e t h e i r r i g h t s o f i n h e r i 
t a n c e , j u s t as i t w o u l d be m o n s t r o u s for those o n the o t h e r 
s ide, whose d e m a n d s are c o n d i t i o n e d b y centur ies o f 
h u n g e r , to aspire m e r e l y to the possession o f p r o p e r t y , 
r a t h e r t h a n to the a l l - e m b r a c i n g p o s s i b i l i t y o f l i v i n g l i k e 
r e l i g i o u s a n d h u m a n beings. 

T h i s l a n d r e f o r m w i l l also h a v e t w o c h a p t e r s : first there 
w i l l be e c o n o m i c r e f o r m ; t h e n there w i l l be s o c i a l r e f o r m . 

A large p a r t o f S p a i n is u n i n h a b i t a b l e a n d b a r r e n . 
K e e p i n g the p e o p l e i n s u c h areas w h o l i v e there n o w , 
c l i n g i n g to t h a t e a r t h , w o u l d be to c o n d e m n t h e m to 
e v e r l a s t i n g m i s e r y . T h e r e is m u c h u n t i l l e d l a n d t h a t n e v e r 
s h o u l d h a v e been left u n t i l l e d ; there are m a n y s t o n y fields 

w h i c h s h o u l d n e v e r h a v e been p l o u g h e d u p . T h u s the first 
t h i n g a n i n t e l l i g e n t l a n d r e f o r m m u s t d o is to d e m a r c a t e 
the a r a b l e l a n d o f S p a i n , to d e m a r c a t e the areas w h i c h are 
a r a b l e at present a n d those w h i c h c a n be m a d e a r a b l e b y 
m e a n s o f i r r i g a t i o n schemes w h i c h m u s t be i n t e n s i f i e d 
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forthwith. A n d after t h a t w e m u s t h a v e the c o u r a g e to let 
the l a n d w h i c h is u n s u i t a b l e for f a r m i n g r e v e r t to w o o d 
l a n d , to the long- lost w o o d s o f o u r b a r e c o u n t r y s i d e , o r 
we m u s t t u r n i t i n t o pasture so t h a t w e m a y r e g a i n o u r 
w e a l t h o f l i ves tock , w h i c h used to m a k e us s t r o n g a n d 
h e a l t h y ; w e m u s t a b a n d o n a l l t h a t l a n d to p u r s u i t s o t h e r 
t h a n a g r i c u l t u r e ; w e m u s t n e v e r a g a i n l o w e r a p l o u g h 
share i n t o its p o v e r t y . O n c e the a r a b l e l a n d o f S p a i n has 
b e e n e a r m a r k e d , w e m u s t — s t i l l w i t h i n the same econo
m i c o p e r a t i o n — r e c o n s t r u c t v i a b l e h o l d i n g s . O u r 
N a t i o n a l C o u n c i l has d o n e some v e r y v a l u a b l e w o r k i n 
this c o n n e c t i o n . I n g e n e r a l terms, there are three d i s t i n c t 
types o f a g r i c u l t u r e , s ince i n this c o n t e x t the a g r i c u l t u r e 
o f the N o r t h a n d o f the L e v a n t c a n be c o n s i d e r e d c o m 
p a r a b l e ; w e h a v e three k i n d s o f a g r i c u l t u r e , therefore. 
T h e l a r g e f a r m s o f u n i r r i g a t e d l a n d , w h i c h r e q u i r e 
i n d u s t r i a l m e t h o d s a n d the use o f a l l the m a c h i n e r y t h e y 
n e e d i n o r d e r to p r o d u c e p r o f i t a b l y , a n d w h i c h m u s t be 
u n d e r u n i o n m a n a g e m e n t . T h e n there are the s m a l l 
f a r m s , u s u a l l y e n d o w e d w i t h i r r i g a t i o n o r s i t u a t e d i n areas 
o f suff icient r a i n f a l l ; these m u s t be sp l i t u p i n t o f a m i l y 
h o l d i n g s ; b u t s ince i n m a n y s u c h areas the s u b d i v i s i o n 
o f l a n d has been c a r r i e d too far , so t h a t h o l d i n g s are too 
s m a l l to be e c o n o m i c a l l y v i a b l e , the process o f d i v i s i o n 
w i l l i n some cases be one o f a m a l g a m a t i o n , r e s u l t i n g i n 
f a m i l y h o l d i n g s t h a t are e i ther the d o m a i n o f a s ingle 
f a m i l y o r u n d e r c o r p o r a t i v e f a m i l y m a n a g e m e n t for the 
s u p p l y o f e q u i p m e n t a n d for the m a r k e t i n g o f t h e i r 
p r o d u c e . F i n a l l y , there are s t i l l o t h e r l a r g e areas w h i c h 
are o f e x c e p t i o n a l i m p o r t a n c e for S p a i n , as for e x a m p l e 
the o l i v e - g r o w i n g regions , w h e r e the p a r t i c u l a r t y p e o f 
a g r i c u l t u r e c o n d e m n s the m e n to t o t a l u n e m p l o y m e n t for 
p e r i o d s o f m a n y m o n t h s . L a n d s o f this t y p e r e q u i r e 
c o m p l e m e n t a r y ac t iv i t ies , e i t h e r i n the f o r m o f s m a l l 
i r r i g a t e d a l l o t m e n t s to w h i c h the w o r k e r s c a n t u r n i n t imes 
o f seasonal u n e m p l o y m e n t , o r else i n the f o r m o f s m a l l 
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industries established i n addition to agriculture, which 
w i l l enable the farmhands to earn a l iv ing during such 
lengthy periods. 

Once the lands have been classified i n this way and once 
these viable agricultural units have been established, we 
reach the point where the social reform of agriculture can 
begin, and I ask you to consider this: what exactly is a 
reform of agriculture, from the social point of view? I 
shall tell you what it is: we must take the Spanish people, 
who have gone hungry for centuries, and rescue them 
from the sterile lands that perpetuate their poverty; we 
must transfer them to new lands that are arable; we must 
instal them as soon as possible on the good lands, without 
centuries of procrastination as the law of agrarian 
counter-reform would wish. Y o u w i l l ask, but w i l l the 
owners be paid compensation or not ? A n d I reply to you, 
we do not know about that; that w i l l depend on the 
financial situation at any given moment. But what I am 
saying to you is this: while we find out whether or not we 
are i n a financial position to pay for the land, we cannot 
expect those who have gone hungry for centuries to suffer 
any uncertainty as to whether or not there w i l l be a land 
reform; those who have gone hungry for centuries must 
be installed as a first measure; then we shall see whether 
the land can be paid for. But it is fairer and more humane, 
a salvation for many more human beings, to carry out the 
land reform at the expense of the capitalists rather than at 
the expense of the peasants. 

N o w , a l l of this is only one aspect of our undertaking, 
that of rebuilding the existence of our people on humane 
material foundations; but it must also be unified from 
above; it must be given a collective faith, the supremacy 
of the spiritual element must be restored. As you have 
heard me say here already, for us the fatherland is an 
entity of destiny; the fatherland is not the physical 
support of our cradle; the mere fact that it bore our 
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cradle does not make the fatherland worthy of our praises, 
for i n spite of a l l our variety we must admit that there have 
been fatherlands that have seen better cradles than yours 
or mine. It isn't that. The fatherland is not our spiritual 
centre because it is ours, because it is physically ours, but 
because we have had the incomparable good fortune of 
being born i n a fatherland actually called Spain, because 
we want to partake of Spain's destiny. A n d this does not 
mean that we are nationalists, for to be a nationalist is pure 
fol ly; it signifies grafting the most profound spiritual 
potential on to a physical factor, a mere physical c ircum
stance. W e are not nationalists, because nationalism is the 
individual ism of every people. As I said to you on another 
occasion i n Salamanca, we are Spaniards, and this is one 
of the few worthwhile things to be i n this world . 

W e have i n the course of time been implacably stripped 
of this feeling of Spanishness, by corrosive irony on the 
one hand and by crude falsification on the other. I n a 
quest for elegance, some have turned their backs on the 
things that are our o w n ; others have lapsed into the stupid 
nonsense of converting the delicate and precise substance 
of Spain into a blatantly jingoistic caricature. A n d so it 
came about that the two currents of irony and vulgarity 
between them brought us to a situation where almost a l l 
those wishing to be free of vulgarity and of irony moved 
away from Spanishness and cast out from their very souls, 
as though it were a weakness, their attachment to Spain. 
Everything that conferred on life the dignity of collective 
service was thereby erased from these souls. W e Spaniards 
were treated to the spectacle of priests and soldiers so 
thoroughly intimidated by irony that they seriously 
believed the C h u r c h and the army to be doomed, as 
remnants of a barbaric past, and strove to be tolerant, 
l iberal and pacifist, as though begging forgiveness for the 
fact that they wore the cassock and the uniform. T h e 
cassock and the uniform! Religious and mil i tary senti-
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ments! W h e n religious and mil i tary insights happen to be 
the only integral and sober means of arriving at an 
understanding of life! 

T h a t is why we want a l l Spanish existence, the whole 
existence of our Falange, to be imbued wi th a spirit of 
service and sacrifice. T h a t is why we are joined and 
looked upon with ever greater comprehension, by those 
of the wind-blown generation who have left the opaque 
shelter of the Left and the R i g h t because they know that 
these cannot offer them a completely justified opportunity 
for service and sacrifice. These people come to us, partake 
of our spirit and line up — at least i n spirit — beneath 
our banners. A n d no one can mistake us: our faces are 
shining and our eyes are bright. A l l those who come to us 
wanting to use the shade of our banners to cover up their 
recollections of the past, their curdled nostalgia for things 
worn out and wel l and truly cast off, withdraw again from 
our ranks before long, and then they slander or misrepre
sent us. T h e good ones, though, the ones of real value, 
be they inside our ranks or outside our ranks, come to 
appreciate the truth we hold. A n d to those who stand 
outside our ranks whom we have no wish to absorb into 
our ranks, because we don't m i n d being the ones to start 
the harvest, to them we say: the Spanish Falange of the 
J . O . N . S . is right here, i n its front-line encampment; it is 
here and available, within the boundaries of the exclusive-
ness and the requirements I have mentioned, i f you want 
us to embark a l l together on the undertaking that is the 
defence of Spain against the impending onslaught of 
barbarism. That is the way we are. W e ask only one thing. 
W e do not ask you to transfer your allegiance to us, we do 
not ask you to merge with us, we do not ask you to assign 
to us the most eye-catching positions. W e ask only one 
thing, because it is our due: we ask to march out i n front, 
because there is no one to beat the generosity with which 
we have given the blood of our best men. H a v i n g refused 
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to accept positions i n the vanguard of the muddled armies 
that have attempted to buy us wi th their monies or to 
dazzle us wi th false slogans, we now c la im the front-line 
posit ion; we c la im our right to be first i n line for service 
and sacrifice. Here we stand, at this appointed meeting-
place, waiting for a l l and sundry: i f you do not wish to 
come, i f you turn a deaf ear to our summons, that w i l l be 
our misfortune; but it w i l l also be your misfortune and 
Spain's misfortune. T h e Falange w i l l remain to the end i n 
its lofty exposed position and we shall stand guard yet 
again — remember, comrades of the early hours — we 
shall stand guard once again beneath the stars. 



P O L I T I C S A N D T H E 

I N T E L L E C T U A L 

From Haz, No. i2 , December 5th, 1935 

W O R D S O F H O M A G E A N D R E P R O A C H 
A D D R E S S E D T O D O N J O S E O R T E G A Y G A S S E T 

A r e politics the proper sphere of intellectuals ? T o this 
question, asked i n public, two groups of people would 
readily reply. 

T h e first group consists of those who feel they have been 
mentioned by name; that is to say, those who cal l them
selves intellectuals. O f many of these we know that they 
speak on any subject under the sun with strangled voices, 
puckered eyebrows and the irresistible habit of forcing 
every conversation into a corset of complicated technical 
terms, whether or not these are appropriate to the matter 
being discussed. O f others i n the first group, whose status 
is inferior, we know that they are ever so exquisite: so 
very, very exquisite that they cannot go out into the street 
for fear that a whiff of air might k i l l them. These gather i n 
semi-mysterious huddles, extracting with delicate finger
tips some drops of beauty from calembours incompre
hensible to anyone but the initiated. Should anyone ask 
what contribution these people make — those of the 
strangled voice and the others, the extra-exquisite •— to 
the process of human thought, he would find with amaze
ment that the very most that members of both categories 
have generally come up wi th is a solitary l ine; several of 
them have produced a hundred palhd, hybrid pages, and 
one fails to see how they have managed to base on these 
pages the comfortable feeling of their superiority over the 
rest of mortal men; a few have indeed written several 
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unintelligible volumes, with which they are, for the time 
being, upsetting a reading publ ic meekly convinced that 
their own ineptitude prevents them from entering into 
the marvellous secret of the sphinx displayed before their 
eyes — unt i l some person endowed with normal good 
health and disinclined to venerate things human, reveals 
to the reading publ ic how this pathetic counterfeit sphinx 
holds no secret whatsoever. 

T h e second group consists of the aristophobes (where 
better to use this word than i n a few lines addressed to 
D o n Jose?), those who are 'fed up to the teeth' wi th the 
people who insist on looking for complicated explanations 
of things. 'Don' t bother me wi th intellectuals; the 
intellectuals always miss the mark; what we need are 
people wi th integrity and common sense. I f only we had 
a dozen honest politicians, Spain would be straightened 
out i n a couple o f years I n this way, it only takes 
people like that a minute to diagnose and prescribe treat
ment for Spain's i l ls. 

Since we are prone to extreme dialectical positions 
(though clearly i n the dialectical sphere only, since 
otherwise, socially, we always manage to understand each 
other and have a few drinks together), those who are not 
committed to the first of these groups we have conjured 
up commit themselves zestfully to the other. O n the one 
hand, the self-styled intellectuals, on the other, people 
who 'know exactly' what intellectuals are and what 
they are good for. 

Needless to say, neither of these groups are of the 
slightest use to anyone wanting to spend a few minutes 
considering the question of whether or not politics are the 
proper sphere of intellectuals. 

Strictly speaking, politics are not the intellectual's 
business. But certainly this has nothing to do wi th the 
reasons put forward by the aristophobes. A n y polit ical 
argument which is not stated i n demanding, that is to say, 
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intellectually rigorous, terms, is likely to be little more 
than a clumsy flutter skimming the surface of mediocrity. 
There must be some deeper explanation for the regular 
failure of intellectuals i n politics. Perhaps the following 
w i l l do. 

T h e values which the intellectuals do their best to find 
are timeless: truth and beauty i n no way depend on 
circumstances. T h e discovery of a truth is always t imely; 
the search for truth cannot be speeded up by any outside 
considerations. One of the fairest traits of a scientific 
vocation is precisely the self-denial with which some 
craftsmen of the intellect do sometimes pursue a trai l 
whose end they cannot hope to reach i n their own lifetime. 
Scores of obscure scholars wander through deserts 
towards a promised land their eyes w i l l never see. Politics, 
on the other hand, are essentially temporal. Politics are a 
chess game wi th time, wherein no move may be delayed. 
I n politics one has got to arrive and to arrive at the right 
time. Newton's b inomial theorem would have been just 
as important to mathematics i f it had been formulated ten 
centuries earlier or a century later; while the waters of the 
R u b i c o n had to moisten the hooves of Caesai-'s horse at a 
particular moment of history. 

A m a n trained i n the search for timeless values — that 
is to say, an intellectual — may at any time feel the cal l 
of politics. Sometimes it is not even moral to resist this call . 
There are moments of turmoi l i n the wor ld and i n the 
fatherland when it would be monstrous to stay by the 
lamp of one's own cell. But i f one heeds the call of politics, 
one cannot go halfway. Just as one must not flirt wi th 
science —• as D o n Jos^ has said — one must not flirt 
wi th politics. A n d it is not enough to decide to go beyond 
a mere flirtation; one has to realize that the passage from 
science to politics involves a tragedy, that is to say, the 
deliberate start of a new life and a complete break with the 
old one. As he takes on a political mission, the intellectual 
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surrenders his dearest freedom: that of revising his own 
conclusions constantly; that of taking his conclusions to be 
provisional. A l l philosophic method springs from doubt; 
while operating i n the sphere of speculation one has not 
only the right but indeed the duty to have doubts and to 
teach others to doubt methodically. But i n politics this is 
not so; a l l great politics depend on the revelation of a 
great faith. W i t h regard to the outside world — the 
people, history — the politician's function is religious and 
poetic. T h e lines of communication between the leader 
and his people are not exclusively rational, but poetic and 
religious too. I n order not to dissolve into amorphousness 
— i n order not to become spineless — the people must 
follow its leaders as it would follow prophets. This intimacy 
of the people wi th its leaders is the result of a process akin 
to that of love. 

Hence the imposing gravity of the moment when one 
accepts a mission of leadership. T h e mere fact of accept
ance signifies an enormous and inescapable commitment 
to reveal its true destiny to a people incapable of discerning 
this destiny collectively by itself. H e who hits on the first 
note of the mysterious theme of an era can no longer get 
out of finishing the tune. Already he has the hopes of a 
people i n his pocket and the tremendous reckoning has 
begun of how he w i l l spend them. H o w grave would be his 
responsibility if, as i n the poem by Browning, he seduced a 
crowd of children with his pipe only to bury them beneath 
a mountain from which there is no escape. 

D o n Jos^ Ortega y Gasset — who has just about reached 
his twenty-fifth year as a teacher — heard the call of 
politics.* N o w that the time has come for an assessment, 
who would i n fairness question his crit ical far-sightedness 
and the moral rectitude of his attitudes ? There was no 

* Ortega y Gasset entered politics actively in the late 1920s, during the 

dictatorship of General Primo de Rivera. 
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need for h i m to shout about Spain's sufferings — T 
very rarely shout,' he said — but we, who were born 
after 1898, understand very well the intimate grief hidden 
beneath the Casti l ian sobriety of his manner; perhaps 
because we have learnt to distinguish it i n his books. 
H o w we are nauseated by this Spain without a common 
soul which, when it shed the imperia l cothurnus, could 
find no other way of walking except i n slippers! N o ; 
D o n Jos^ had no wish to flirt with politics; instead, he 
gave up. W h e n he found that ' a l l that' was not what he 
had hoped, he turned his back on it , utterly disenchanted. 
But the leaders of men are not entitled to disenchantment. 
T h e y cannot capitulate and surrender the battered 
hopes of a l l those who followed them. D o n Jose was hard 
on himself and sentenced himself to a long term of silence; 
but the generation he left out i n the cold d i d not need his 
silence but his voice. H i s prophetic and commanding voice. 

A different man might hold these years of venturing into 
politics to be n u l l and void. H e might return to his former 
pursuits wi th a shrug of the shoulders, as though nothing 
had happened. D o n Jos^ knows full well , though, that 
nothing that has really happened can ever be n u l l and 
void. N o act wi th overtones of tragedy — like that of 
plunging into politics — can ever be undone: either it 
is transitory, or else it persists i n the daily, wonderfully 
cleansing tragedy of witnessing the frustration of what was 
once the most fervent hope of one's life. 

But nothing that is genuine is ever pointless. W h e n 
someone truly high-minded gives himself up unreservedly, 
to the point of being exhausted by the frustration of his 
generous impulse, the sacrifice is never wasted. Those who 
come after even have the advantage of an apprenticeship 
of error. T h e criticisms of forerunners have cleared a great 
deal of ground. Other arms w i l l continue the task with 
simpler and stronger blows. I n the end — perhaps an 
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end unforeseen at the time when the forerunners formu
lated their criticisms — those who reach the goal w i l l 
gratefully remember those who, though they d i d not see 
the whole truth or have the strength to enthrone it , at 
least cut down many a scarecrow armed with lies. 

A generation which has almost managed to arouse 
Spanish concern, wi th Ortega y Gasset as its beacon, has 
imposed on itself, wi th the selfsame consciousness of 
tragedy, the mission of making Spain vertebrate once 
more. M a n y of those who joined up would have preferred 
to go on wi th an unrushed and untroubled intellectual 
life ... But the times we live i n are relentless. O u r fate 
is one of war, which may cost us life and l i m b and i n which 
there can be no haggling. T r u e to our fate, we go from 
place to place, putt ing up with the embarrassment of 
publ ic appearances, having to shout about what we do 
silently and austerely, suffering the distortions of those 
who fail to understand us and those who do not wish to 
understand us, cr ippl ing ourselves i n that accepted 
practice and absurd sham of courting 'public opinion' , as 
though the people, so capable of love and of anger, could 
possibly have a collective opinion ... A l l this is bitter and 
arduous, but it is not useless. A n d on this twenty-fifth 
anniversary of D o n Josd Ortega y Gasset's, we can give 
h i m a present i n the form of a predict ion: before he comes 
to the end of his life, which we al l hope w i l l be long and 
which, being his and long, is bound to be fruitful, the 
day w i l l come when the tr iumphant march past of this 
generation, whose distant mentor he has been, w i l l make 
h i m exclaim, well pleased: 'Yes, this is really i t . ' 



E X T R A C T F R O M A N A D D R E S S T O 

T H E C O R T E S : O N T H E N O M B E L A 

A F F A I R * 

December 7th, 1935 

W e have now come to this evening's most solemn moment. 
A n y second now the motion argued so magnificently by 
Senor Toledo w i l l be put to the vote. T h e very honour of 
this House hangs on the Tors' and the 'againsts' coming 
from our lips, the white or the black balls you put into the 
ballot-boxes. As you may imagine, the honour o f the 
Cortes as such matters less to me personally than to others. 
I do not believe that the Cortes is the best possible instru
ment to govern the lives of nations. But at the moment this 
is of secondary importance; what does matter to me is 
the fact that here, wi thin the confines of the Cortes, we 
probably have most of the h u m a n resources at Spain's 
disposal for the conduct of her polit ical affairs, and the 
fact that the Cortes's disgrace would involve a slur on 
almost a l l of us. W h i l e from a partisan point of view this 
might actually benefit me, I say to you that it is a pathetic 
sight, which I find distasteful as a Spaniard and as a man. 
A t this moment I would like to see as much as possible 
being salvaged, for assuredly the spectacle of disaster can 
be agreeable only to sickly minds. 

Just remember this: the substantial difference between 
Senor Toledo's personal statement and the Commission's 
judgment is that Seiior Toledo holds Seiior Alejandro 
Lerroux polit ical ly responsible, while the Commission 

* T h e N o m b e l a affair concerned compensation for a rescinded contract in 
Spanish Guinea. It led to a commission of inquiry a n d the implication of 
an under-secretary. 
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clears Senor Alejandro Lerroux of a l l polit ical responsi
bil i ty and places the selfsame polit ical responsibility 
squarely on the Under-Secretary. N o w , under-secretaries 
cannot be held polit ical ly responsible, as a l l of you know 
and as has already been pointed out i n more learned ways 
today. W h a t you would be attempting, i f you concurred 
wi th this judgment, would be to scatter the dark cloud of 
what is as yet but a polit ical indictment hanging over 
D o n Alejandro Lerroux. A n d let me say only this: i f that 
is the way you decide to act, your votes may manage to 
save D o n Alejandro Lerroux tonight, but a l l those who 
vote w i l l earn the resounding disapproval of a l l public 
opinion. Publ ic opinion knows very wel l what is going on. 
(Protests.) T h e whole of publ ic opinion has already passed 

judgment on this case. [More protests.) Publ ic opinion is 
crying out for the pol i t ical style which D o n Alejandro 
Lerroux has imposed on Spanish ways to be utterly 
rejected this evening. T h a t is the truth of the matter, and 
al l of you are well aware of it. But are we really going to 
say, even now, that D o n Alejandro Lerroux is not guilty 
of any transgression ? A t the time of the straperlo scandal his 
adoptive son was i n trouble, so was the mixed bunch of 
c ivi l ian and mil i tary figures which makes up his entourage, 
so were the Under-Secretary of the Interior and the 
Minister of the Interior; only he himself was untouched by 
it a l l . * A l o n g comes this new affair, and there we have 
the Under-Secretary of the Presidency, maybe Seiior 
Nombela , maybe the examining magistrate; once again 
he himself is untouched. Gentlemen! It is high time for us 
to put a stop to this juggl ing wi th characters out of a 
time-worn Ital ian farce. Seiior Lerroux himself is never 
guilty of any transgression; but i n his immediate entourage 

* T l i e straperlo (or esiraperlo) affair related to bribes taken by R a d i c a l 

ministers from a D u t c h adventurer who wished, against the law, to set up 

gambling clubs i n several Spanish cities. T h e Prime Minister Lerroux must 

have known about it. 
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there always turns out to be someone who docs transgress, 
some adopted son, some civi l ian or mil i tary figure to come 
i n on any game that is going, some handy under-secretary 
or some simple-minded minister; invariably there are 
some such people by the side of Sefior Lerroux to bear the 
brunt of censure when the time comes. 

It is no use; the whole of Spain has already passed this 
judgment; moreover, i n this afternoon's and this evening's 
wearisome debate, things have been made sufficiently 
clear. Say what you w i l l , put the blame for the details on 
Seiior Moreno Calvo, one thing is obvious: you al l agree, 
and the Commission itself has declared formally, that 
though there never was any Cabinet agreement to that 
effect, D o n Alejandro Lerroux d i d sign a certain piece of 
paper giving instructions for a payment to be made, with 
the words ' I n accordance with the agreed decision of the 
Cabinet' . I n terms of cr iminal law, this is a falsehood; 
i n polit ical terms, it is grounds for disqualification. 
[Senor Guerra del Rio : 'And what about the other ministers who 
believed that there had been such an agreement?') I leave it to 
you to slate them. 

I n a few minutes' time we are going to vote, and we are 
about to vote on something on which the outside world 
has passed judgment already. 

I f the newspapers were to say tomorrow that the Cortes, 
i n the way almost a l l its members or most of its members 
have voted, has firmly rejected, has firmly closed the door 
on, this despicable period, the Cortes w i l l recover much 
of its prestige i n the eyes of the people, and your supporters 
[turning to the C.E.D.A. M.P.s), though you want to 
interrupt me, I say your supporters and al l those outside 
this House who are longing for justice w i l l be delighted 
and pay you the tribute of their applause, and tomorrow 
the people w i l l be i n a holiday mood, and it w i l l be as 
though an oppressive flagstone had been lifted from Spain, 
and you yourselves w i l l feel relieved once you have seen to 
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it tiiat justice is done, like people who step out into the 
open air after having spent a long time i n a noisome and 
stuffy hole. D o as you l ike; this may have more or less 
serious polit ical consequences; never m i n d . Just take the 
plunge, dare to stake everything on honour and you w i l l 
see that i f you do that tonight, i f you dare to vote i n 
accord with your conscience, which i n this matter is at 
one with the conscience of the people, you w i l l after 
tonight enjoy i n your very souls and i n your parties a day 
of happiness. T h a t is a l l . [Hear! Hear! Applause.) 



C I R C U L A R T O A L L T E R R I T O R I A L 

A N D P R O V I N C I A L L E A D E R S O F 

T H E S P A N I S H F A L A N G E O F T H E 

J . O . N . S . 

Madrid , January 6th, 1936 

This Nat ional Executive has addressed a communication, 
dated December 24th and couched i n the following terms, 
to the Polit ical J u n t a : 

T h e Pohtical J u n t a shall draft a written statement 
giving its opinion regarding the attitude which the 
Falange should adopt during the forthcoming elections. 
I n particular, I would draw the Junta's attention to the 
following questions. 

1. Should the Falange opt for complete abstention i n 
the elections, or for the adoption of an attitude of total 
independence, which would necessarily lead to our not 
being represented at a l l i n the Cortes ? W o u l d not the fact 
of being without a single seat i n the House signify a 
dangerous eclipse of the Falange, given the widespread 
habit of gauging a party's importance by its quantitative 
or qualitative representation i n the Cortes ? 

2. W o u l d our most fervent active members view our 
involvement i n some electoral alliance as a denial of the 
Falange's estabhshed doctrine? W o u l d i t be possible to 
prevent such an effect on the rank and file by taking the 
greatest possible care to make sure that the ideological 
content and the independence of the Falange are pre
served intact, supposing we entered into some such 
alliance ? 
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3. W h a t should be the exact conditions, wi th regard to 
doctrinal integrity and tactical independence, under which 
the Falange might be prepared to enter into tactical 
co-operation with other parties ? 

4. W o u l d a victory of the Marxist parties i n alliance 
wi th the bourgeois Left be, at a time of particularly 
arduous struggle, a serious setback for the Falange which 
might even threaten it wi th extinction or at least postpone 
by many years its chances of victory? Should this be taken 
into account and induce the Falange temporarily to 
relegate its aversion to any k i n d of electoral pact? 

5. H o w does the Pol i t ical J u n t a evaluate the example 
given by other parties similar to our own, which i n various 
European countries have accepted the need to enter 
momentarily into alliances against the threat, implic i t 
i n M a r x i s m , to nationahstic principles and parties ? 

6. Does the Polit ical J u n t a feel that the transient 
presence of the Falange wi thin a national anti-Marxist 
front, wi th a l l due guarantees and reservations, would 
deal it a lasting blow i n the esteem of the public ? W h a t 
would, i n its opinion, be more serious, a circumstantial 
blow of this k i n d or the risk of slipping i n the public's 
estimation as a result of not being represented at a l l i n the 
Cortes ? 

It is the intention of this Executive to circulate the 
Pol i t ical Junta's findings to a l l the territorial and pro
vincial headquarters of the Falange and the J . O . N . S . , 
requesting them to express their opinion wi th regard to its 
contents. Once a l l opinions have been heard, this Execu
tive w i l l decide what w i l l be the definitive attitude of the 
Falange. 

T h e Polit ical J u n t a , i n accordance with instructions 
received, has drawn up the following statement: 

T h e Polit ical J u n t a , carrying out the Nat ional Executive's 
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order to make a written statement regarding the attitude 
which it would advise the Falange to adopt i n the forth
coming elections, paying particular attention to those 
questions which it was specifically asked to consider, 
make the requested statement i n terms which attempt to 
combine conciseness with clarity, and seek to give a 
categorical reply to each, i n turn, of the points submitted 
i n the questionnaire. 

T h e findings of the Pol i t ical J u n t a are as follows: 
I . I n view of the polit ical situation and the fact that the 

elections w i l l evolve around the two polarized blocs of 
the Right and the Left — excepting some pol i t ical forces 
of secondary and by no means decisive importance — the 
first question cannot be adequately answered without a 
prior analysis, which w i l l have a direct bearing on the 
reply, of the composition of each of these two blocs: 

(a) The Bloc of the Right. T h e J u n t a considers that it w i l l 
not prove possible to form an organic front such as that 
formed by the Left, and that there w i l l instead be tactical 
alliances, wi th the C . E . D . A . as the axis, depending on 
what the possibilities are i n each province, which w i l l 
accommodate traditionalists at one end of the spectrum 
and radicals on the other. 

(b) The Bloc of the Left. This w i l l include a l l those 
ranging from the bourgeois Left to the communists. That is 
to say, a l l the forces which were directly or indirectly 
implicated i n the revolution of October 1934. 

O n the basis of this analysis, the J u n t a concludes that 
an attitude of abstention or of complete independence, 
which is bound to result i n the total absence of our 
representatives from the Cortes, would not only be bad 
for the Falange, which would certainly suffer a dangerous 
eclipse from publ ic life i f it has no representation whatso
ever i n the Cortes; it would also be pointless i n view of the 
fact that the left-wing front w i l l be made u p of hetero
geneous forces, some of which have been abstentionists 
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hitherto, a l l a iming to br ing about a Marxis t and anti-
national revolution. This in itself justifies the Falange's 
jo in ing i n the opposite front. 

2. T h e J u n t a feels that the Falange's involvement i n 
an electoral alliance, particularly with the parties of the 
Right , is bound to be interpreted by the most fervent 
members as a denial of an established doctrine; however, 
it considers that, apart from the fact that the effect can 
be mitigated — i f not entirely prevented — by preserving 
the independence and the ideological content of the 
Falange i n the event of a pact, it would be compensated 
for more than adequately by the obtention of sufficient 
seats i n the Cortes for the Falange to figure as a minority. 

3. Consequently, the Pol i t ical J u n t a considers that the 
Falange should state its conditions, with regard to doc
tr inal integrity and tactical independence i n the event of 
an electoral alliance wi th other parties, to be the fol lowing: 

(a) A n t i - M a r x i s m and anti-separatism would be the 
only points of contact. 

(b) A l l propaganda matters would be handled by the 
Falange quite independently and separately from the 
other organizations wi thin the front — unless this should 
prove an insuperable obstacle, something which the 
leadership is free to assess. 

(c) T h e Falange would only j o i n i n the anti-revolu
tionary front i f twenty-five to thirty places on the list of 
candidates are filled with its members. 

But since the J u n t a is convinced that the R i g h t w i l l 
never be prepared to give up so many places to the 
Falange, it considers that there is only one way of bringing 
pressure to bear i n order to obtain the desired result, and 
that is for the Falange to put up its own closed list of 
candidates i n the form of a national revolutionary front. 
I f this achieves our a im, it would be a splendid way of 
making our entry into the anti-revolutionary front. I f not, 
the list of candidates could be withdrawn and we would 
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then concentrate our efforts on the two or three provinces 
where the outlook seemed most promising and where 
precise tactical agreements could be reached which would 
ensure the election, on a minority basis, of the movement's 
most outstanding personalities. 

4. I n the Junta's opinion a victory of the Marxist parties 
i n alliance wi th the bourgeois Left would entail such 
damaging consequences for the Falange that its struggle 
would be rendered exceedingly difficult, while its chances 
of ultimate victory would, at best, become remote. A n d 
since the J u n t a feels that such a victory is possible and even 
probable, it considers that the Falange must take this into 
account, relegate for the time being its aversion to any 
k i n d of electoral pact and refrain from adopting any 
attitude which might foster the said aversion. 

5. I n reaching its conclusions, the J u n t a has taken into 
account not only the Spanish situation and the probable 
circumstances of the forthcoming elections, but also the 
available examples of steps taken i n analogous situations 
by parties similar to our own i n other countries of Europe. 
T h e J u n t a considers that these examples provide argu
ments i n favour of the solutions and attitudes it advocates. 

6. Final ly , the Pol i t ica l J u n t a feels that the presence of 
the Falange wi thin a national anti-Marxist front is not 
l ikely to lower its prestige among the general public , 
although the aforementioned effect on certain active 
members of the party would be damaging. M u c h more 
serious, i n its opinion, would be the harm done by a 
complete lack of parliamentary representation or by a 
decision to abstain from any participation i n the elections, 
which might be interpreted as a way of aiding and abetting 
a possible Marxist victory. 

After prior consultation with the leaders of the J . O . N . S . 
and wi th active members known for their talents and 
services rendered, a l l the territorial and provincial leaders 



230 P R I M O D E R I V E R A ; S E L E C T E D W R I T I N G S 

w i l l make their opinion regarding the Polit ical Junta's 
findings known to the Nat ional Executive by the i 8 t h of 
this month. 

The National Leader 
A R R I B A E S P A N A ! 
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Speech made at the F r o n t o n C i n e m a , Zaragoza, 
J a n u a r y 26th, 1936 

F r o m Arriba, N o . 30, J a n u a r y 30th, 1936 

' C o m r a d e s (he b e g a n ) , I o w e y o u a b a l a n c e d a c c o u n t o f 
a n i n t e r n a l process w h i c h b r i n g s us face to face w i t h a 
serious m a t t e r o f c o n s c i e n c e : the f o r t h c o m i n g e l e c t o r a l 
contest . W e c a n n o t s i m p l y i g n o r e t h a t contest, because 
the F a l a n g e , l i k e a n y o t h e r m o v e m e n t a s p i r i n g to v i c t o r y , 
c a n n o t f ight shy o f i n v o l v e m e n t i n a n y struggle w h a t s o 
e v e r ; i t m u s t c a p t u r e a l l p o s i t i o n s o n e b y o n e ; i t m u s t 
u n d e r t a k e to c o v e r the s inuous r o a d , to scale the heights 
a n d , w h e n i t comes to the e n d o f the r o a d , to take the 
shortest r o u t e t o w a r d s the i d e a l . ' 

H e p o i n t e d o u t h o w the e l e c t o r a l contest, l i k e the w h o l e 
o f S p a i n ' s p o l i t i c a l l i fe , is s p l i t i n t o t w o f a c t i o n s : to o n e 
s ide, the L e f t ; to the o t h e r , the R i g h t . H e s h o w e d h o w i n 
the recesses o f o u r souls w e feel s o m e s y m p a t h y for m a n y 
personal i t ies o f the L e f t , ' w h o h a v e a r r i v e d at h a t r e d (he 
said) b y the same r o a d w h i c h has b r o u g h t us to l o v e , 
t h r o u g h c r i t i c i s m o f a S p a i n t h a t is m e d i o c r e a n d cheerless, 
m i s e r a b l e a n d m e l a n c h o l i c . B u t the l e f t - w i n g e l e c t o r a l 
a l l i a n c e is m a d e u p o f M a r x i s t s , o r r a t h e r o f those w h o 
s p r e a d a b r o a d M a r x i s t t h i n k i n g i n its A s i a t i c , a n t i -
S p a n i s h , a n t i - h u m a n i s t a c c e p t a t i o n ; whose p u b l i s h e d 
mani fes to c o n t a i n s , i n the w a k e o f a s t r i n g o f v a g u e 
statements m a s q u e r a d i n g as so lut ions , some v e r y di f ferent 
adjectives, w h i c h , i n c o m b i n a t i o n w i t h some m o r e o r less 
u n a m b i g u o u s d e c l a r a t i o n s , presage yet a n o t h e r p e r i o d o f 
c i v i l w a r . T h a t is to say, t h e y w a n t to b r i n g b a c k to S p a i n 
the m e n w h o w i l l p u t a n e n d to S p a i n ' s prospects o f 
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s a l v a t i o n ; t h e y w a n t to b r i n g a n e w r e v o l u t i o n to S p a i n , 
w h i c h w i l l m a k e the p r e v i o u s one seem q u i t e i n s i g n i f i c a n t 
b y c o m p a r i s o n , thus c a u s i n g S p a n i s h homes to f a l l p r e y 
to h a v o c yet a g a i n . T h a t is w h a t the l e f t - w i n g f r o n t stands 
for , a n d i n v i e w o f s u c h i n t e n t i o n s w e w o u l d r a t h e r j o i n 
u p i n the N a t i o n a l F r o n t to fight against the t h r e a t o f a n 
A s i a t i c m e n a c e , against the t h r e a t o f c i v i l strife. 

' W h e n w e a p p r o a c h e d the s o - c a l l e d N a t i o n a l F r o n t , w e 
first o f a l l f o u n d i t to be c o m p l e t e l y l a c k i n g i n n a t i o n a l 
c h a r a c t e r ; i n the s o - c a l l e d N a t i o n a l F r o n t there is n o t h i n g 
m o r e t h a n d r e a d f u l fear — its m e m b e r s fear for t h e i r 
m a t e r i a l p r i v i l e g e s ; a n d , m o r e o v e r , i t i n c l u d e s the r a d i c a l s . 

' D u r i n g the final session o f the Cortes , w h i c h w a s d is
s o l v e d o n l y at the c r a c k o f d a w n , w h e n w e w e r e n e a r to 
e x h a u s t i o n , I s t o o d u p a n d s a i d : 

' " I h a v e s t u d i e d the N o m b e l a dossier a n d f o u n d that 
the S p a n i s h state is b e i n g c h e a t e d o f over t w o m i l l i o n 
pesetas ." I speci f ied the exact a m o u n t d o w n to the last 
p e n n y , w i t h o u t a n y o n e c o n t r a d i c t i n g m e . A t t h a t e a r l y 
h o u r o f the m o r n i n g I t o l d t h e m w h a t I t h o u g h t o f D o n 
A l e j a n d r o L e r r o u x , so j u s t l y c o n d e m n e d b y p u b l i c o p i n i o n 
a n d b y m o r a l i t y , a d d i n g t h a t n o w w e w o u l d see w h e t h e r 
the C o r t e s c o n s i d e r e d i t se l f c o m p a t i b l e w i t h S e i i o r 
L e r r o u x . W h i t e ba l l s a n d b l a c k b a l l s w e r e cast i n t o the 
b a l l o t - b o x e s i n j u d g m e n t o f D o n A l e j a n d r o L e r r o u x ' s 
recent past . B u t i n d e p o s i t i n g t h e m , the C o r t e s p r o n o u n c e d 
its o w n d e a t h w a r r a n t . D o n A l e j a n d r o L e r r o u x was the 
i n c a r n a t i o n o f j u s t t h a t w o r n - o u t senect i tude w h i c h the 
r i g h t - w i n g d o m i n a t e d C o r t e s was a t t e m p t i n g to save. 

' T h e F a l a n g e , a l l s e l f - d e n i a l a n d sacri f ice , exists to save 
S p a i n , n o t to p r o t e c t m a t e r i a l interests o r to c o v e r u p 
i m p r o p e r c o n d u c t . 

' T h e e l e c t i o n posters are c l a m o u r i n g against one t h i n g 
a n d a n o t h e r : d o w n w i t h this , d o w n w i t h t h a t . T h a t is n o t 
o u r k i n d o f l a n g u a g e . N o t so m u c h against , o r d o w n w i t h 
e v e r y t h i n g ; w e w a n t s o m e t h i n g m o r e p o s i t i v e . L o n g l i v e 
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the f a t h e r l a n d ; w e w a n t the f a t h e r l a n d ' s b r e a d a n d 
j u s t i c e . W h e n w e speak o f the f a t h e r l a n d w e d o n o t b e a r 
j u s t a n o t h e r c o u n t e r f e i t flag o n o u r l i p s ; y o u k n o w v e r y 
w e l l i n h o w m a n y w a y s the f a t h e r l a n d ' s n a m e is m i s 
used. 

' Y o u l i v e i n a l a n d b o r d e r i n g o n a n o t h e r w h e r e the 
weeds o f s e p a r a t i s m f l o u r i s h , the b e a u t i f u l l a n d o f 
C a t a l o n i a , w h i c h w e l o n g to re integrate i n t o the S p a n i s h 
n a t i o n a l d e s t i n y . I n the presence o f the s p i r i t u a l process 
w h i c h i n C a t a l o n i a has caused m a n y to m o v e a w a y f r o m 
p a t r i o t i s m a l o n g the t o r m e n t e d p a t h o f h a t r e d , the 
F a l a n g e gives n o t i c e t h a t i t has f a i t h , n o t i n t e r r i t o r i a l o r 
e t h n i c u n i t y , b u t i n a great , u n i t e d d e s t i n y ; i t is the F a l -
ange's task to forge together a l l the destinies o f S p a i n . B u t 
S p a i n m u s t be v i e w e d w i t h s o b r i e t y a n d p r e c i s i o n ; b e w a r e 
o f t a k i n g S p a i n ' s n a m e i n v a i n i n defence o f s o m e s u c h 
business as the b a n k - r a t e o r c o m p a n y d i v i d e n d s . 

" W e are s e e k i n g a f a t h e r l a n d for S p a i n , a n d w h e n w e 
h a v e f o u n d i t S p a i n w i l l get b a c k h e r f o r e i g n p o l i c y ; 
S p a i n w i l l h a v e a p o l i c y t h a t counsels peace i n c e r t a i n 
cases, u n f o r t u n a t e l y p e r h a p s w a r i n others, a n d i n s o m e 
cases n e u t r a h t y ; b u t n e v e r w i l l s u c h a d e c i s i o n be i m p o s e d 
b y a n y f o r e i g n p o w e r , o n l y b y the w i l l o f S p a i n . 

" W e w a n t b r e a d for the S p a n i s h p e o p l e . F e a r n o t t h a t 
o u r v o i c e w i l l m i n g l e w i t h the voices o f those w h o i n this 
e l e c t i o n c a m p a i g n are p r o t e s t i n g n o i s i l y t h a t t h e y care 
ever so m u c h a b o u t the w o r k e r s , a n d w h o e v e n h a n d o u t 
a few k n i t t e d jackets for c h i l d r e n a n d a few t e a - t i m e 
s a n d w i c h e s . N o , w e d o n ' t h a v e a n y c h i l d r e n ' s c a r d i g a n s 
to offer; w e h a v e b l u e shirts to offer, the shirts w h i c h the 
w o r k e r s c a n w e a r w i t h o u t r e n o u n c i n g t h e i r r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
v e r v e . W e w a n t to see a n o r g a n i c s t r u c t u r e o f S p a n i s h 
l a b o u r , a n d w c say so o p e n l y ; b u t m e a n w h i l e , w e feel t h a t 
the w o r k e r s are q u i t e r i g h t to go o n b e i n g r e v o l u t i o n a r y . 
T w o years ago, w h e n I s tood as a c a n d i d a t e i n C a d i z , 
I f o u n d i t i n t o l e r a b l e to h e a r a few w e l l - t r a i n e d w o r k e r s 
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c l a i m to be the r e a l S p a n i s h w o r k e r s . W e d o n ' t w a n t 
b l a c k l e g s : w e w a n t r e v o l u t i o n a r y w o r k e r s . ' 

H e w e n t o n to e x p l a i n the r o l e o f w o r k e r s i n the future 
e c o n o m i c system w h i c h the F a l a n g e w i l l enforce. 

H e d e c l a r e d t h a t w e s h a l l i m p l e m e n t the l a n d r e f o r m 
w i t h a l l necessary r e v o l u t i o n a r y f e r v o u r a n d i r r i g a t e vast 
areas to m a k e t h e m fert i le . ' T h e l a n d s o f S p a i n (he said) 
c a n n o t p r o v i d e a decent l i v i n g ; there are l a n d s i n S p a i n 
w h e r e every seed p r o d u c e s b u t three o r f o u r , a n d o f these 
one has to be g i v e n to the usurer , w h i l e the f a r m e r 
survives o n the o t h e r t w o i n a state o f w a n t passed d o w n 
f r o m father to s o n . 

' I t is i m p o s s i b l e to l i v e the w a y p e o p l e l i v e i n m a n y 
S p a n i s h v i l lages , w h e r e t h e s o i l is b a r r e n , w h e r e p e o p l e 
h a v e to seek refuge i n s i d e the e a r t h . W e s h a l l b u i l d r o a d s , 
c a n a l s a n d reservoirs , so t h a t those S p a n i a r d s c a n e m e r g e 
f r o m t h e i r m i s e r y a n d w i l l n o l o n g e r h a v e to d i g themselves 
i n t o the g r o u n d l i k e v e r m i n . ' 

W e w a n t j u s t i c e , he s a i d , a n d a d d e d t h a t the state 
c a n n o t be e i t h e r s t r o n g o r sure o f the m o r a l fibre o f its 
d e s t i n y unless i t is j u s t . 

' A s w e a p p r o a c h the S p a n i s h n a t i o n a l r e v o l u t i o n , w e 
s h a l l n o t be h a l t e d b y a n y p r i v i l e g e d r i n g l e a d e r . W e d o 
n o t a d v o c a t e c r u e l t y ; w e w o u l d n o t h a v e shot S e r g e a n t 
V a z q u e z o r t h a t p o o r n i n e t e e n - y e a r - o l d b o y , b u t r a t h e r 
t h a t m a n P e r e z F a r r a s a n d some others w h o are w a l k i n g 
a b o u t f ree ly .* 

' I t is because w e w a n t to b u i l d a s ing le S p a i n t h a t is 
great a n d free, a S p a i n w h i c h w i l l g i v e us a f a t h e r l a n d , 
b r e a d a n d j u s t i c e , t h a t w e h a v e c o m e here o n c e a g a i n , 
p e o p l e o f A r a g o n , a n d because w e m u s t t e l l y o u t h a t the 
d a n g e r has g r o w n greater , t h a t S p a i n is g o i n g u n d e r , t h a t 
C h r i s t i a n c i v i l i z a t i o n is s l i p p i n g t h r o u g h o u r fingers. A n d 

* Sergeant V a z q u e z was a regular army sergeant who sided with the 

Asturian rebels a n d was shot. M a j o r P6rez Farras was an officer who also 

sided with the revolution in 1934, in Catalonia, but was merely imprisoned. 
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w e are n o t s a y i n g this m e r e l y to d o as those h a v e d o n e w h o 
s a i d the same things as far b a c k as 1933 a n d w h o m a d e 
the n u n s leave t h e i r convents to vote , a n d w h o n o w are 
c l a m o u r i n g for o u r votes i n the selfsame w a y . I f S p a i n 
w e r e a c o m p o u n d o f th ings cheerless, w i t h o u t a n y j u s t i c e 
o r h i s t o r i c i n s p i r a t i o n , I w o u l d ask to be g r a n t e d A b y s s i n i a n 
n a t i o n a l i t y ; I w o u l d h a v e n o t h i n g to d o w i t h s u c h a 
S p a i n . ' 

F r o m the p o s i t i o n o f greatest h u m i l i t y , n a m e l y the 
p o s i t i o n o f the l e a d e r , he p r o m i s e d for the n u p t i a l d a w n 
o f N a t i o n a l S y n d i c a l i s m a S p a i n w h i c h w o u l d be u n i q u e , 
great a n d free. 

Arriba Espana! 



C I R C U L A R T O A L L 
T E R R I T O R I A L A N D P R O V I N C I A L 

H E A D Q U A R T E R S A N D T O T H O S E O F 
T H E J . O . N . S . 

M a d r i d , M a y 13th, 1936 

C o m r a d e s : I n spite o f the persecut ions a n d the s i lence 
i m p o s e d o n us b y the state o f e m e r g e n c y , o u r m o v e m e n t 
is g r o w i n g o n a l l sides w i t h u n r e s t r a i n a b l e e n t h u s i a s m . 
A l r e a d y , this E x e c u t i v e has t a k e n a p p r o p r i a t e steps to 
ensure that , l i t t l e b y l i t t l e , a n d t a k i n g a d v a n t a g e o f every 
s l iver o f o p p o r t u n i t y , the c h a i n o f c o m m a n d , w h i c h was 
b r o k e n i n s o m e p laces b y the i m p r i s o n m e n t o f t h o u s a n d s 
o f o u r a c t i v e m e m b e r s , is e v e r y w h e r e r e p a i r e d . Besides, 
w e are g a i n i n g g r o u n d i n those layers o f S p a n i s h society 
w h e r e the i m p a c t o f o u r p r o p a g a n d a has u n t i l r e c e n t l y 
been i n s u i B c i e n t . T h e effects o f this w o r k o f r e c o n s t r u c t i o n 
w i l l s o o n m a k e themselves felt e v e r y w h e r e , a n d as s o o n as 
w e emerge f r o m these days o f point less o u t r a g e o n w h i c h 
a c l u m s y a d m i n i s t r a t i o n spends itself, o u r m o v e m e n t w i l l 
be r e b o r n w i t h t w i c e its f o r m e r v i g o u r , to the f u r y a n d 
c o n s t e r n a t i o n o f o u r persecutors . 

T h e i m m e d i a t e w a t c h w o r d , a p a r t f r o m a n y orders a n d 
i n s t r u c t i o n s y o u m a y rece ive , is to stay undismayed where you 
are and to re-establish contact with your immediate superiors as 
soon as you can. A n d n o w , a special warning: 

T h e r e are p e o p l e t r a v e l l i n g a r o u n d S p a i n w h o take 
a d v a n t a g e o f the fact t h a t i t is at present d i f f i c u l t for us 
to c o m m u n i c a t e w i t h e a c h o t h e r , to assure o u r m e m b e r s 
t h a t c e r t a i n mergers a n d a l l iances w i t h o t h e r par t ies h a v e 
t a k e n p l a c e . Take absolutely no notice. W e h a v e n o t f o r m e d 

236 



C I R C U L A R T O A L L H E A D Q ^ U A R T E R S 237 

a n y a l l i a n c e w h a t s o e v e r w i t h a n y o n e . T h o s e w h o c l a i m 
t h a t w e h a v e are m e r e l y h o p i n g to use o u r e x p a n s i o n for 
the benefit o f s o m e o t h e r d e c l i n i n g g r o u p s . I f o u r m o v e 
m e n t w e r e o n e d a y to a l l y i t se l f w i t h a n y o n e , the news 
w o u l d r e a c h y o u d i r e c t l y , t h r o u g h i n t e r n a l c h a n n e l s . Do 
not pay the slightest heed to any rumour which does not come to 

you through the organic channels emanating from Headquarters. 

The National Leader 
A R R I B A E S P A N A ! 



L E T T E R T O T H E S O L D I E R S O F 
S P A I N 

Clandestine sheet wri t ten b y Jose A n t o n i o i n the M o d e l o 
Pr ison, M a d r i d , M a y 14th, 1936 

I. O N T H E I M M I N E N C E O F A B A R B A R I A N I N V A S I O N 

C a n there s t i l l be a m o n g y o u — soldiers , S p a n i s h officers 
o f l a n d , sea a n d a i r — some w h o say t h a t the m i l i t a r y are 
i n d i f f e r e n t to p o l i t i c s ? T h a t c o u l d a n d s h o u l d h a v e b e e n 
the case w h i l e p o l i t i c s were the s t a m p i n g - g r o u n d o f p o l i t i 
c a l part ies . I t was n o t u p to the so ldier ' s s w o r d to i n f l u e n c e 
the o u t c o m e o f t h e i r f ights, w h i c h h a p p e n e d m o r e o v e r to 
be f a i r l y meaningless . B u t these days w e are n o t f a c e d w i t h 
some i n t e r n a l s q u a b b l e . T h e v e r y existence o f S p a i n as a n 
e n t i t y a n d a u n i f i e d w h o l e is at stake. T h e present d a n g e r 
is e x a c t l y c o m p a r a b l e to t h a t o f a f o r e i g n i n v a s i o n . A n d 
this is b y n o m e a n s a f igure o f s p e e c h : the foreignness o f 
the m o v e m e n t w h i c h is b e s i e g i n g S p a i n stands r e v e a l e d b y 
its w a t c h w o r d s , its s logans, its i n t e n t i o n s , its s igni f i cance . 

T h e watchwords c o m e f r o m a b r o a d , f r o m M o s c o w . See 
h o w the same ones keep c r o p p i n g u p i n di f ferent c o u n t r i e s . 
See h o w o n S o v i e t orders a p o p u l a r f r o n t has e m e r g e d i n 
F r a n c e w h i c h is j u s t l i k e the o n e i n S p a i n . See h o w w e 
h a v e here h a d a t r u c e — j u s t as those w h o k n o w a l l 
a b o u t these t r icks h a d f o r e t o l d — r i g h t u p to the v e r y d a y 
w h e n the F r e n c h elect ions were o v e r , a n d h o w the b u r n 
ings a n d the k i l h n g s b e g a n a g a i n as soon as d i s t u r b a n c e s 
i n S p a i n c o u l d n o l o n g e r i n f l u e n c e the w a y i n w h i c h the 
F r e n c h w o u l d vote . 

A s for the slogans, y o u h a v e h e a r d t h e m i n the streets: 
n o t o n l y those o f ' L o n g L i v e R u s s i a ! ' a n d ' R u s s i a , y e s ; 
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S p a i n , n o ! ' b u t even the shameless a n d m o n s t r o u s 
c r y o f ' D e a t h to S p a i n ! ' . ( N o one has yet b e e n p u n i s h e d 
for s h o u t i n g ' D e a t h to S p a i n ! ' , w h i l e h u n d r e d s are i n 
p r i s o n for h a v i n g c r i e d ' V i v a E s p a n a ' o r ' A r r i b a E s p a n a ! ' . ) 
I f this h a r r o w i n g t r u t h w e r e n o t c o m m o n k n o w l e d g e , 
o n e w o u l d n o t d a r e to w r i t e i t d o w n , for fear o f a p p e a r i n g 
a l i a r . 

T h e r e v o l u t i o n ' s intentions are c r y s t a l c l e a r . I n its o f f ic ia l 
p r o g r a m m e , the social ist m o v e m e n t o f M a d r i d d e m a n d s 
t h a t the regions a n d colonies be g i v e n u n l i m i t e d r ights o f 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n , w h i c h m i g h t even take t h e m so far as 
to o p t for i n d e p e n d e n c e . 

T h e significance o f the a d v a n c i n g m o v e m e n t is r a d i c a l l y 
a n t i - S p a n i s h . I t is o p e n l y host i le to the f a t h e r l a n d 
{Claridad, the social ist p u b l i c a t i o n , has m o c k e d I n d a l e c i o 
P r i e t o because he m a d e a ' p a t r i o t i c ' s p e e c h ) ; i t d i s d a i n s 
d e c e n c y b y e n c o u r a g i n g the c o l l e c t i v e p r o s t i t u t i o n o f 
y o u n g w o r k i n g w o m e n at those r u r a l e n t e r t a i n m e n t s w h i c h 
foster every k i n d o f shamelessness; i t u n d e r m i n e s the 
f a m i l y , w h i c h i n R u s s i a has b e e n r e p l a c e d b y free l o v e , 
b y c o l l e c t i v e canteens, b y easy d i v o r c e a n d a b o r t i o n 
(have y o u n o t h e a r d S p a n i s h g ir ls these days s h o u t i n g 
' C h i l d r e n , y e s ; h u s b a n d s , n o ! ' ? ) . A n d i t rejects h o n o u r , 
w h i c h has ever g o v e r n e d the act ions o f S p a n i a r d s even i n 
the most modest spheres; these days S p a i n is d o m i n a t e d 
b y a l l k i n d s o f v i l l a i n y ; p e o p l e are c r a v e n l y m u r d e r e d , the 
assassins o u t n u m b e r i n g the v i c t i m b y a h u n d r e d to o n e ; 
t r u t h is p e r v e r t e d b y the a u t h o r i t i e s ; p e o p l e are h o r r i b l y 
s l a n d e r e d a n d those w h o are i n s u l t e d are g a g g e d so t h a t 
t h e y c a n n o t d e f e n d themselves ; t r e a c h e r y a n d the 
o u t p o u r i n g s o f i n f o r m e r s are r e w a r d e d . . . 

C a n t h a t be S p a i n ? C a n t h a t be the S p a n i s h p e o p l e ? I t 
is as t h o u g h w e w e r e l i v i n g t h r o u g h a n i g h t m a r e , o r as 
t h o u g h the S p a n i s h p e o p l e o f f o r m e r t imes ( w h o w e r e 
l e v e l - h e a d e d , b r a v e a n d generous) h a d been r e p l a c e d by 
a frenet ic , degenerate m o b , d o p e d w i t h p a m p h l e t s o f 
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c o m m u n i s t l i t e r a t u r e . O n l y i n tire worst m o m e n t s o f the 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y d i d o u r p e o p l e e x p e r i e n c e a n y t h i n g 
l i k e th is , t h o u g h to a lesser degree. T h o s e responsib le for 
the present w a v e o f c h u r c h b u r n i n g s seek to j u s t i f y t h e i r 
ac t ions b y c l a i m i n g t h a t the n u n s h a d b e e n h a n d i n g o u t 
p o i s o n e d sweets to w o r k i n g - c l a s s c h i l d r e n . T o w h a t pages 
o f a r r a n t nonsense, to w h a t p i c t u r e o f S p a i n s m u d g e d w i t h 
b l o o d a n d soot, m u s t w e go b a c k before w e find a n o t h e r 
m o b p r e p a r e d to l e n d c r e d e n c e to s u c h f a b r i c a t i o n s o f the 
gut ter . 

I I . T H E A R M Y A S T H E G U A R D I A N O F P E R M A N E N C E 

Y e s , i n d e e d , i f the o n l y t h i n g i n d i s p u t e w e r e the p r e 
d o m i n a n c e o f one o r a n o t h e r p o l i t i c a l p a r t y , i t w o u l d be 
the army's d u t y to k e e p to its b a r r a c k s . B u t w e n o w find 
ourselves o n the eve o f the d a t e — j u s t t h i n k , S p a n i s h 
s o l d i e r s ! •— w h e n S p a i n m a y cease to exist. T o p u t i t 
s i m p l y : i f b y h o l d i n g fast to the le t ter o f y o u r d u t y y o u 
r e m a i n n e u t r a l at this t i m e o f c o n f l i c t , y o u m a y find that 
the essence, the p e r m a n e n c e o f the c o u n t r y y o u serve has 
b e e n swept a w a y o v e r n i g h t . T h a t m a r k s the l i m i t o f y o u r 
n e u t r a l i t y : the s u r v i v a l o f w h a t is p e r m a n e n t , o f w h a t is 
essential , o f w h a t s h o u l d o u t l i v e the c h a n g i n g fortunes o f 
p o l i t i c a l par t ies . W h e n p e r m a n e n c e i tse l f is i n d a n g e r y o u 
n o l o n g e r h a v e the r i g h t to be n e u t r a l . T h e n the m o m e n t 
has c o m e w h e n y o u r a r m s m u s t i n t e r v e n e to sa lvage the 
bas ic va lues w i t h o u t w h i c h d i s c i p l i n e is b u t a v a i n c h a r a d e . 
I t has a l w a y s b e e n l i k e t h i s : the u l t i m a t e c o n f r o n t a t i o n is 
a l w a y s a n a r m e d c o n f r o n t a t i o n . A s S p e n g l e r has s a i d , i n 
the last resort c i v i h z a t i o n has a l w a y s b e e n s a v e d b y a 
p l a t o o n o f soldiers . 

T h e saddest p a g e i n the recent h i s t o r y o f the R u s s i a n 
A r m y was w r i t t e n the d a y its officers, e a c h w e a r i n g a Htt le 
r e d r i b b o n , w e n t to meet the r e v o l u t i o n a r y a u t h o r i t i e s . 
Before l o n g every officer w a s d o w n g r a d e d b y the presence 
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o f a c o m m u n i s t ' p o l i t i c a l de legate ' at the h e a d o f his 
t roops , a n d m a n y o f t h e m were e x e c u t e d a l i t t l e la ter . 
A n d because the M o s c o w m i l i t a r y gave i n l i k e that , 
R u s s i a has ceased to be a p a r t o f E u r o p e a n c i v i l i z a t i o n . 
D o y o u w a n t to see the same t h i n g h a p p e n to S p a i n ? 

I I I . A G R E A T T A S K O F N A T I O N A L D I M E N S I O N S 

Y o u w o u l d be j u s t i f i e d i n t u r n i n g a d e a f ear i f y o u w e r e 
b e i n g c a l l e d u p o n to h e l p p r o t e c t yet a n o t h e r f o r m o f 
r e a c t i o n a r y p o l i t i c s . I t is to be h o p e d t h a t there are n o n e 
left w h o are f o o l i s h e n o u g h to a i m e v e n n o w at w a s t i n g 
a n e w (the last) h i s t o r i c o p p o r t u n i t y i n o r d e r to f u r t h e r 
p e t t y vested interests. A n d i f there are a n y s u c h p e o p l e 
s t i l l , t h e y w i l l s o o n c o m e u p against the r i g o u r s o f y o u r a n d 
o u r i n f l e x i b i l i t y . T h e r e c a n be n o excuse for a p p e a l i n g to 
the a r m y ' s s u p r e m e sense o f h o n o u r , for s o u n d i n g the 
a l a r m to a n n o u n c e t h a t the t r a g i c a n d s o l e m n t i m e has 
c o m e w h e n i t is meet to b r e a k w i t h the letter o f the r u l e -
b o o k , i f i t is a l l to e n d i n a m e r e s t r e n g t h e n i n g o f a n 
e c o n o m i c system a n d m a n y o f its facets. T h e b a n n e r o f 
n a t i o n a l s e n t i m e n t m u s t n o t be h o i s t e d as a c o v e r - u p for 
t r a d i n g o n h u n g e r . M i l l i o n s o f S p a n i a r d s go h u n g r y a n d 
t o p p r i o r i t y m u s t be g i v e n to c h a n g i n g t h a t . T h e r e f o r e 
the great task o f n a t i o n a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n m u s t go a h e a d at 
f u l l speed. A l l m u s t be g i v e n a c h a n c e to p a r t a k e , i n a n 
o r g a n i c a n d o r d e r l y f a s h i o n , o f a l l t h a t S p a i n p r o d u c e s 
a n d c a n p r o d u c e . Because o f S p a i n ' s m e a g r e l i v e l i h o o d , 
this w i l l m e a n sacrifices. B u t y o u , t e m p e r e d as y o u are 
b y the r e l i g i o n o f service a n d sacri f ice , a n d w e , w h o h a v e 
v o l u n t a r i l y a d o p t e d a n ascetic a n d m i l i t a r y l i fe-style, w i l l 
t o g e t h e r t e a c h a l l to p u t u p w i t h sacrifices c h e e r f u l l y . W i t h 
the g o o d cheer o f those w h o k n o w t h a t b y d e n y i n g t h e m 
selves c e r t a i n m a t e r i a l things t h e y are s a v i n g the e t e r n a l 
t reasure o f p r i n c i p l e s w h i c h S p a i n , i n p u r s u i t o f h e r u n i 
v e r s a l m i s s i o n , s p r e a d a b r o a d across h a l f the w o r l d . 

16 
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I V . T H E H O U R H A S S T R U C K 

M a y these w o r d s g i v e f u l l express ion to the c r u c i a l s i g n i f i 
c a n c e o f this m o m e n t i n t i m e . I t m a y w e l l be t h a t n o o t h e r 
p e o p l e , outs ide R u s s i a , has i n m o d e r n t imes l i v e d t h r o u g h 
a n y t h i n g m o r e serious. I n o t h e r c o u n t r i e s the state has 
n e v e r yet b e e n i n the h a n d s o f t r a i t o r s ; i n S p a i n i t is . T h e 
present trustees o f the Popular Front, i n o b e d i e n c e to a p l a n 
w o r k e d o u t a b r o a d , are s y s t e m a t i c a l l y c o r r o d i n g every
t h i n g w h i c h i n S p a n i s h life m i g h t p u t u p resistance against 
the b a r b a r i a n i n v a s i o n . Y o u k n o w o n l y too w e l l that this 
is so, S p a n i s h soldiers o f the a r m y , the n a v y , the a i r force, 
the c i v i l g u a r d , the assault g u a r d a n d s e c u r i t y forces, w h o 
h a v e b e e n s t r i p p e d o f y o u r p r e v i o u s a u t h o r i t y because i t 
was suspected that y o u w o u l d n o t l e n d yourselves to the 
u l t i m a t e t r e a c h e r y . A n d w e k n o w i t , t o o , i m p r i s o n e d 
w i t h o u t t r i a l as w e are b y the thousands a n d h a r a s s e d i n 
o u r h o m e s b y the abuse o f excessive p o w e r s g i v e n to the 
p o l i c e , w h o d i g t h r o u g h o u r p a p e r s , w o r i y o u r f a m i l i e s 
a n d upset o u r l i fe as free c i t i zens , w h o h a v e c losed d o w n 
o u r centres w h i c h , a c c o r d i n g to the f i n d i n g s o f a c o u r t 
o f l a w , n o w s t r u c k o u t b y the g o v e r n m e n t ' s i n i q u i t o u s 
censorship , w e r e es tabl i shed w i t h i n the l a w . I f w e are 
b e i n g p e r s e c u t e d , i t is n o t o n a c c o u n t o f o u r i n v o l v e m e n t 
i n m o r e o r less h a r s h episodes o f the d a i l y s truggle i n w h i c h 
w e are a l l i m m e r s e d : w e are p e r s e c u t e d —- as y o u are 
persecuted — because e v e r y o n e k n o w s t h a t w e are f u l l y 
p r e p a r e d to s t a n d i n t h e w a y o f the r e d h o r d e whose a i m 
is the d e s t r u c t i o n o f S p a i n . W h i l e the perverse l i t t l e gent le
m e n o f the social ist m i h t i a i n t h e i r r e d shirts stage p a r o d i e s 
o f m i l i t a r y p a r a d e s , o u r boys i n t h e i r b l u e shirts e m b r o i 
d e r e d w i t h the a r r o w s a n d the y o k e o f g l o r i o u s days gone 
b y , are k i d n a p p e d b y the h i r e d ruff ians o f C a s a r e s * a n d 
o f his h e n c h m e n , the P r o v i n c i a l G o v e r n o r s . W e are b e i n g 

* Casares Q u i r o g a , a Gal ic ian, was a follower of A z a n a and Prime Minister 

of Spain just before the civil war. 
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persecuted because — l i k e yourselves — we are the s p o i l 
sports w h o p u t a d a m p e r o n the cheerfulness w i t h w h i c h , 
o n M o s c o w ' s orders , S p a i n is s u p p o s e d to be c a r v e d u p i n t o 
i n d e p e n d e n t soviet r e p u b l i c s . B u t the v e r y fate w e share 
i n a d v e r s i t y m u s t h o l d us together w h e n the t i m e comes 
for a c t i o n . W i t h o u t the s u p p o r t o f y o u soldiers i t w i l l be 
t i t a n i c a l l y d i f f i c u l t for us to emerge v i c t o r i o u s f r o m the 
s truggle . U n l e s s y o u d e c i d e to use y o u r s t r e n g t h the e n e m y 
w i l l s u r e l y t r i u m p h . M e a s u r e y o u r d i r e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 
S p a i n ' s s u r v i v a l d e p e n d s o n y o u . C o n s i d e r w h e t h e r this 
does n o t o b l i g e y o u to bypass those o f y o u r super iors w h o 
are knaves o r c o w a r d s , to o v e r c o m e a l l h a z a r d s a n d 
hes i tat ions . T h e e n e m y , ever c a u t i o u s , is c o u n t i n g o n y o u r 
i n d e c i s i o n . E v e r y d a y he risks a few steps f o r w a r d . T a k e 
c a r e t h a t w h e n the p o i n t o f n o r e t u r n is r e a c h e d y o u are 
n o t c o m p l e t e l y p a r a l y s e d b y the i n s i d i o u s net w h i c h is 
b e i n g w o v e n a r o u n d y o u . S h a k e o f f y o u r b o n d s right now. 
D o n o t w a i t for those w h o are hes i tant to m a k e u p t h e i r 
m i n d s , b u t k n i t a h a r d a n d fast u n i o n right now. S w e a r b y 
y o u r h o n o u r t h a t y o u w i l l n o t f a i l to r e s p o n d to the 
a p p r o a c h i n g c a l l to a r m s . 

W h e n y o u r sons i n h e r i t the u n i f o r m s y o u w e a r , together 
w i t h t h e m t h e y w i l l i n h e r i t : 

E i t h e r the s h a m e o f h a v i n g to s a y : ' W h e n m y fa ther 
w o r e this u n i f o r m , the S p a i n he k n e w ceased to exist . ' 

O r else the r i g h t to r e m e m b e r p r o u d l y : ' S p a i n d i d n o t 
p e r i s h , because m y father a n d his c o m r a d e s - i n - a r m s s a v e d 
h e r i n h e r m o m e n t o f cr is is . ' I f y o u act thus, m a y G o d 
r e w a r d y o u , as i t is s a i d i n the a n c i e n t f o r m u l a o f the o a t h , 
a n d i f y o u d o not , m a y G o d h o l d y o u to b l a m e . 

A R R I B A E S P A N A ! 
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E a r l y 1936 

Y o u c a n n o t , e v e n i f y o u w a n t e d to , f o l l o w the a d v i c e o f one 
o f o u r c o u n t r y ' s m o s t o u t s t a n d i n g m e n — y o u c a n n o t be 
d e a f a n d b l i n d to S p a i n ' s o v e r p o w e r i n g a g o n y . * I n a few 
weeks ' t i m e y o u m a y o n c e a g a i n h a v e to c a l l u p o n y o u r 
c o m p a n y to take u p a r m s i n c i v i l strife. A n d h o w e v e r h a r d 
y o u t r y to s i lence the s t i r r i n g o f y o u r o w n s p i r i t , y o u w i l l 
n o t be a b l e to i g n o r e , i n the l o n g h o u r s o f v i g i l o n d u t y , 
these u r g e n t q u e s t i o n s : W h a t is r e a l l y g o i n g o n ? T h i s 
state, w h i c h I a m r i s k i n g m y l i fe to d e f e n d , is i t r e a l l y the 
servant o f m y c o u n t r y ' s t r u e d e s t i n y ? O r c o u l d m y efforts 
be h e l p i n g to p e r p e t u a t e a p o l i t i c a l system t h a t is d e a d , 
soulless a n d s t e r i l e - m a k i n g ? 

O n e w h o n e v e r spends a n i g h t free f r o m these s a m e 
u n c e r t a i n t i e s w o u l d l i k e y o u to a c c o m p a n y h i m , t h r o u g h 
this le t ter , i n a m o m e n t o f s i lent m e d i t a t i o n . 

I . T H E B R E A K D O W N O F C O N S T I T U T I O N A L O R D E R 

T h e o u t c o m e o f the recent crisis has c o n f i r m e d t h a t the 
p r e v a i l i n g c o n s t i t u t i o n a l o r d e r c a n n o l o n g e r s u s t a i n itself. 
I n o r d e r to s u r v i v e , the state has to resort to s tratagems 
w h i c h are i n c o m p a t i b l e w i t h the n o r m a l w a y s o f i n s t i t u 
t ions . N o t o n l y has m a r t i a l l a w b e c o m e e n d e m i c , w i t h its 
t r a i n o f c losures, press c e n s o r s h i p , p r e v e n t i v e d e t e n t i o n 
a n d the rest ; w e h a v e also seen a g o v e r n m e n t f o r m e d , 
b o r n o f the p a r l i a m e n t a r y system, w h i c h c o u l d n o t s u r v i v e 
h a l f a n h o u r i n the C o r t e s — a g o v e r n m e n t w h i c h c a n 

* T h i s phrase refers to a pastoral letter of 1931 by C a r d i n a l Segura 

adjuring Spaniards not to be bl ind a n d idle before the challenge of atheism. 
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o n l y enjoy a n e p h e m e r a l s e m b l a n c e o f l i fe w h i l e i t keeps 
the C o r t e s c losed d o w n for as l o n g as the c o n s t i t u t i o n 
a l l o w s . T h u s w e s h a l l be l i v i n g for a m o n t h u n d e r the 
d i c t a t o r s h i p o f the R a d i c a l P a r t y — a n d w e k n o w h o w 
f a i r a n d austere t h a t w i l l be — w i t h o u t b e i n g d e p r i v e d o f 
the d a i l y t h r i l l o f m u r d e r , r o b b e r y a n d the threats o f those 
w h o seemed defeated i n O c t o b e r b u t w h o are a l r e a d y 
b o a s t i n g a b o u t h o w t h e y are g o i n g to get t h e i r o w n b a c k . 
A n d w h a t a w a i t s us at the e n d o f this o n e m o n t h ? C o 
existence w i l l be i m p o s s i b l e , a n d so the C o r t e s w i l l h a v e to 
be d i s s o l v e d . N e w elect ions w i l l p l u n g e the c o u n t r y i n t o 
a s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n t w o f u r i o u s h a l v e s : the R i g h t a n d the 
L e f t . W h i c h s ide w i l l e m e r g e v i c t o r i o u s f r o m the s truggle ? 
I n o r d e r to k n o w t h a t , o n e m u s t e x a m i n e w h a t the L e f t 
a n d the R i g h t s t a n d for i n S p a i n . 

I I . T H E L E F T 

T h e L e f t is m o r e n u m e r o u s t h a n the R i g h t (one m u s t n o t 
forget t h a t a l m o s t the ent i re vast mass o f the S p a n i s h 
w o r k i n g class is i n c l u d e d i n the L e f t ) ; i t is m o r e i m p e t u 
ous, m o r e s k i l l e d i n p o l i t i c s . . . b u t i t is u n p a t r i o t i c . 
D i s r e g a r d i n g a l l a r t i f i c i a l p a r t y labels , the L e f t consists 
o f t w o m a j o r g r o u p s : 

(a) A p r e d o m i n a n t l y i n t e l l e c t u a l m i d d l e - c l a s s e l e m e n t . 
P r o d u c t s o f a f o r e i g n e d u c a t i o n , l a r g e l y suscept ib le to the 
i n f l u e n c e o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , these lef t-wingers 
are i n c a p a b l e o f a n y i n t i m a t e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h S p a i n . 
T h i s is w h y a l l the t rends t e n d i n g to d i s r u p t the u n i t y o f 
o u r c o u n t r y h a v e b e e n a c c e p t e d w i t h o u t r e p u g n a n c e i n 
l e f t - w i n g c irc les . 

(b) A b r o a d w o r k i n g class u t t e r l y c o n v e r t e d to M a r x i s m . 
W i t h e x t r e m e persistence a n d astuteness, social ist p o l i t i c s 
h a v e v i r t u a l l y m a n a g e d to erase f r o m these masses a l l 
S p a n i s h s e n t i m e n t . T h e M a r x i s t t h r o n g s t h i n k o f l i fe 
e x c l u s i v e l y i n the g r i m terms o f the class s truggle . T h e y d o 
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n o t care a b o u t a n y t h i n g t h a t is n o t p r o l e t a r i a n ; t h e y are 
therefore i n c a p a b l e o f f e e l i n g the sl ightest c o n c e r n a b o u t 
a n y t h i n g o f n a t i o n a l v a l u e b e y o n d w h a t d i r e c t l y affects 
the w o r k i n g class. I f M a r x i s m w i n s , i t w i l l e v e n l i q u i d a t e 
the l e f t - w i n g bourgeois ie , w h i c h is n o w s u c h a useful a l l y . 
T h e R u s s i a n e x p e r i e n c e has m a d e this e l o q u e n t l y o b v i o u s . 

I I I . T H E R I G H T 

A n d w h a t a b o u t the R i g h t ? T h e r i g h t - w i n g e r s profess 
a l l e g i a n c e to w h a t is great a n d n o b l e : the f a t h e r l a n d , 
t r a d i t i o n , a u t h o r i t y . . . b u t t h e y are n o m o r e g e n u i n e l y 
n a t i o n a l t h a n the Left ists . I f t h e y t r u l y i d e n t i f i e d w i t h the 
n a t i o n , i f t h e i r great w o r d s d i d n o t c o n c e a l a class interest , 
t h e y w o u l d n o t r a l l y to the defence o f unjust e c o n o m i c 
p o s i t i o n s . F o r the t i m e b e i n g , S p a i n is a r a t h e r p o o r 
c o u n t r y . I f the l i fe o f the average S p a n i a r d is to r e a c h a 
l e v e l o f h u m a n d e c o r u m , those f a v o u r e d b y f o r t u n e w i l l 
h a v e to m a k e sacrifices. I f the R i g h t ( w h i c h has the 
s u p p o r t o f a l l those p r i v i l e g e d i n this w a y ) w e r e r e a l l y 
i m b u e d w i t h a sense o f n a t i o n a l s o l i d a r i t y , the r i g h t -
w i n g e r s w o u l d b y n o w be s h a r i n g the h a r d l o t o f a l l the 
p e o p l e , h a v i n g s a c r i f i c e d t h e i r o w n m a t e r i a l a d v a n t a g e . 
T h a t w o u l d i n d e e d g i v e t h e m the m o r a l a u t h o r i t y to set 
themselves u p as defenders o f lo f ty s p i r i t u a l va lues . B u t 
w h i l e t h e y c o n t i n u e f i g h t i n g t o o t h a n d c l a w i n defence 
o f t h e i r class interests, t h e i r p a t r i o t i s m w i l l s o u n d h o l l o w ; 
they w i l l be j u s t as m a t e r i a l i s t i c as a n y representat ive o f 
M a r x i s m . 

M o r e o v e r , h o w e v e r h a r d t h e y t r y to g i v e t h e i r t i m e -
w o r n themes a m o d e r n l o o k ( ' A s t r o n g s late ' , ' C o r p o r a 
t i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n ' , etc .) , the fact r e m a i n s t h a t m o s t o f the 
R i g h t i s t s are s t i l l d r a g g i n g a l o n g a l o a d o f d e a d - w o o d , 
w h i c h lessens t h e i r i m p a c t a n d p o p u l a r a p p e a l . 
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I V . W H A T R E A L L Y M A T T E R S 

N e i t h e r the R i g h t n o r the L e f t offers a s o l u t i o n . T h e 
v i c t o r y o f e i ther w o u l d i n v o l v e the defeat a n d h u m i l i a t i o n 
o f the other . T h e r e c a n n o t be a n y n a t i o n a l l i fe i n a c o u n t r y 
sp l i t i n t o t w o i r r e c o n c i l a b l e h a l v e s : that o f the defeated, 
b i t t e r l y r e s e n t i n g t h e i r d o w n f a l l , a n d t h a t o f the v i c t o r s , 
i n t o x i c a t e d b y t h e i r t r i u m p h . F r u i t f u l coexistence is o n l y 
possible i n the shelter o f p o l i t i c s w h i c h o w e n o t h i n g to a n y 
p a r t y o r a n y c lass; w h i c h e x c l u s i v e l y serve the s u p r e m e 
a n d i n t e g r a t i n g d e s t i n y o f S p a i n ; w h i c h , w i t h n o o t h e r 
a i m t h a n j u s t i c e a n d the n a t i o n a l interest , sort o u t the 
p r o b l e m s b e t w e e n S p a n i a r d s . 

N o w i t seems u n l i k e l y t h a t a n y s u c h n a t i o n a l m o v e 
m e n t , p u r g e d o f g r e e d a n d a m b i t i o n , c a n p o s s i b l y c o m e to 
p o w e r as q u i c k l y as the n a t i o n a l interest requires i t , e i ther 
b y l e g a l o r i l l e g a l m e a n s . I t c a n n o t take p o w e r l e g a l l y , 
because elect ions p i t interests against e a c h o t h e r , r a t h e r 
t h a n i d e a s ; e v e r y o n e votes for the c a n d i d a t e t h a t suits h i m 
best. A n d i t c a n n o t take p o w e r i l l e g a l l y , because m o d e r n 
states, w i t h t h e i r f o r m i d a b l e a r r a y o f a r m e d forces, are 
a l m o s t u n a s s a i l a b l e . O n l y i f the a r m e d forces take its 
s ide, o r at least r e f r a i n f r o m s t a n d i n g i n its w a y , c a n 
the n a t i o n a l m o v e m e n t succeed i n t a k i n g p o w e r b y 
assault . 

I n the event , this w o u l d p l a c e y o u , as S p a n i s h soldiers , 
i n a serious q u a n d a r y . S u p p o s i n g t h a t one d a y , w h e n w e 
are a l l t i r e d o f the R i g h t a n d the L e f t , o f a g a r r u l o u s 
C o r t e s a n d o f a m i s e r a b l e l i fe o f b a c k w a r d n e s s , d is 
c o u r a g e m e n t a n d i n j u s t i c e , a n energet ic y o u n g g e n e r a t i o n 
decides to a t t e m p t a t a k e o v e r o f p o w e r w i t h the i n t e n t i o n 
o f c u t t i n g across part ies a n d classes for the sake o f a n 
i n t e g r a t i n g , n a t i o n a l n e w b e g i n n i n g i n p o l i t i c s , h o w w i l l 
y o u officers react ? W o u l d y o u p r o c e e d b l i n d l y to d o y o u r 
f o r m a l d u t y , t h o u g h i t m a y m e a n the r u i n o f o u r o n l y 
f r u i t f u l h o p e ? O r w o u l d y o u o p t for d o i n g y o u r o t h e r , far 
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m o r e g l o r i o u s l y responsib le , d u t y , t h a t o f p r e s e n t i n g a r m s 
as f r iends before the b a n n e r s o f a better S p a i n ? 

v . S C R U P L E S 

I c a n guess at the scruples w h i c h w i l l t r o u b l e m a n y 
s o l d i e r s : w e m u s t n o t h o l d a n y p o l i t i c a l o p i n i o n s , t h e y w i l l 
say. I n d o i n g o u r d u t y , w e are n o t e n t i t l e d to j u d g e 
w h e t h e r the state is i n the r i g h t o r r a t h e r those w h o 
a t t a c k the state; w e m u s t s i m p l y d e f e n d the state i n s i lence . 

B e w a r e ! N o r m a l l y , soldiers m u s t n o t express a n y 
p o l i t i c a l o p i n i o n s , b u t this appl ies w h e n p o l i t i c a l d is 
agreements are less t h a n b a s i c ; w h e n the life o f the n a t i o n 
evolves a l o n g a course d e t e r m i n e d b y a set o f c o m m o n 
c o n v i c t i o n s w h i c h const i tute a g u a r a n t e e o f p e r m a n e n c e . 
T h e a r m y m u s t a b o v e a l l be the g u a r d i a n o f p e r m a n e n c e ; 
t h a t is w h y i t s h o u l d n o t get i n v o l v e d i n a c c i d e n t a l 
c o n f l i c t . B u t w h e n p e r m a n e n c e i t s e l f is i n d a n g e r , w h e n 
the v e r y p e r m a n e n c e o f the f a t h e r l a n d is at r i sk ( w h e n i t 
c o u l d , for e x a m p l e , lose its u n i t y i f th ings go a c e r t a i n w a y ) , 
t h e n the a r m y m u s t w e i g h u p the s i t u a t i o n a n d m a k e its 
c h o i c e . I f the a r m y fails to d o so, because o f a p u r e l y 
f o r m a l i s t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f w h e r e its d u t y l ies , i t m a y 
find i tse l f o v e r n i g h t with nothing to serve. F a c e d w i t h a t o t a l 
co l lapse , the a r m y c a n o n l y serve p e r m a n e n c e i n o n e w a y : 
b y u s i n g its o w n a r m s to restore i t . A n d this has b e e n so 
since the b e g i n n i n g o f t i m e : as S p e n g l e r says, i n the last 
resort c i v i l i z a t i o n has a l w a y s b e e n s a v e d b y a p l a t o o n o f 
soldiers . 

W h e t h e r y o u l i k e i t o r n o t , soldiers o f S p a i n , at a t i m e 
w h e n the a r m y a l o n e keeps f a i t h w i t h the o n l y essentials 
a n d the o n l y customs w h i c h are t r u l y expressive o f h i s t o r i c 
p e r m a n e n c e , i t w i l l be u p to the a r m y o n c e a g a i n to act 
in place of the non-existent state. 
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V I . T H E H A Z A R D S O F A M I L I T A R Y I N T E R V E N T I O N 

I f the d e s t i n y o f S p a i n is to be i n the h a n d s o f the a r m y , 
o n e m u s t l o o k o u t for t w o c o n t r a s t i n g pi t fa l ls w h i c h m i g h t 
s p o i l e v e r y t h i n g . T h e s e t w o p i t fa l l s are excessive h u m i l i t y 
a n d excessive a m b i t i o n . 

I . Excessive humility. I t is to be feared t h a t the a r m y 
w o u l d a t t r i b u t e to i tse l f the a l l too modest r o l e o f m e r e l y 
s t a m p i n g o u t s u b v e r s i o n , w h i l e h a s t i l y h a n d i n g b a c k 
a c t u a l p o w e r to others. T h i s w o u l d p r o b a b l y result i n 
e i t h e r o f t w o e q u a l l y m i s t a k e n s o l u t i o n s : 

(a) A g o v e r n m e n t o f n o t a b l e s , o r g a t h e r i n g o f d is 
t i n g u i s h e d personal i t ies , r e c r u i t e d o n the basis o f t h e i r 
respect ive r e p u t a t i o n s w i t h o u t r e g a r d to the p o l i t i c a l 
p r i n c i p l e s t h e y profess. T h i s w o u l d b l i g h t the m o m e n t o f 
s p l e n d i d n a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t y . A state is m o r e t h a n the 
s u m o f a c e r t a i n n u m b e r o f t e c h n i q u e s ; i t is m o r e t h a n a 
g o o d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ; i t is the h i s t o r i c a l t o o l w i t h w h i c h 
a n a t i o n ' s d e s t i n y is w r o u g h t . O n e c a n n o t l e a d a p e o p l e 
w i t h o u t b e i n g c l e a r l y consc ious o f this d e s t i n y . A n d i t is 
p r e c i s e l y the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f this d e s t i n y a n d o f the 
roads l e a d i n g to its f u l f i l m e n t w h i c h d e t e r m i n e s a p o l i t i c a l 
p o s i t i o n . S u c h a t e a m o f d i s t i n g u i s h e d m e n w h o d o n o t 
share a p a r t i c u l a r p o l i t i c a l f a i t h c o u l d d o n o m o r e t h a n 
p r o v i d e a m o r e o r less efficient a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , d e s t i n e d 
to l i n g e r o n w i t h o u t g e n e r a t i n g a n y p o p u l a r w a r m t h 
a r o u n d i t . 

(b) A g o v e r n m e n t o f c o a l i t i o n , o r g a t h e r i n g o f repre
sentatives o f w h a t e v e r part ies agree to h e l p f o r m a 
G o v e r n m e n t . T h i s s o l u t i o n w o u l d a d d to the basic i n t e r n a l 
s ter i l i ty o f the p r e v i o u s s o l u t i o n b y b e i n g i n p r a c t i c e n o 
m o r e t h a n a relapse i n t o p a r t y p o l i t i c s ; m o r e prec ise ly , 
i n t o r i g h t - w i n g p a r t y p o l i t i c s , s ince i t is o b v i o u s t h a t the 
L e f t w o u l d n o t w i s h to take p a r t . T h a t is to say, w h a t 
m i g h t h a v e b e e n the b e g i n n i n g o f a p r o m i s i n g n a t i o n a l 
e r a w o u l d o n c e a g a i n a m o u n t to n o t h i n g m o r e t h a n the 
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v i c t o r y o f o n e class, o f one g r o u p , oijust one sector's interests. 
T h e s e w o u l d be the h a z a r d s r e s u l t i n g f r o m excessive 

h u m i l i t y ; b u t the o p p o s i t e w o u l d be e q u a l l y a p p a l l i n g . 

2 . Excessive ambition. L e t m e m a k e i t q u i t e c l e a r , I a m 
n o t r e f e r r i n g to a n y soldier 's p e r s o n a l a m b i t i o n , b u t to 
h i s t o r i c a l a m b i t i o n . T h i s w o u l d m a k e i tse l f felt i f the 
m i l i t a r y — conscious o f the fact t h a t a g o o d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
is n o t e n o u g h a n d t h a t i t is essential to arouse the e m o t i o n 
o f co l lec t ive effort, o f a n a t i o n a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f a m o m e n t 
i n h i s t o r y - — w o u l d themselves w a n t to be the ones to 
arouse i t . T h a t is to say, i f the m i l i t a r y , h a v i n g staged a 
c o u p d 'etat o r h e l p e d o n e to succeed, n o w a s p i r e d to 
d i s c o v e r i n g b y themselves the d o c t r i n e a p p r o p r i a t e for a 
n e w state a n d the course i t m u s t take. F o r s u c h a n a t t e m p t 
the m i l i t a r y l a c k the necessary p o l i t i c a l e x p e r i e n c e . I f — 
l i k e so m a n y others — I w a n t e d to f latter the a r m y , I 
w o u l d say w i t h o u t f u r t h e r a d o t h a t there is n o t h i n g i t 
c a n n o t d o . B u t p r e c i s e l y because I k n o w w h a t the a r m y is 
w o r t h , w h a t vast reserves o f s i lent , h e r o i c a n d p u r e v i r tues 
are t r e a s u r e d w i t h i n i t , I w o u l d t h i n k i t i m p r o p e r to 
flatter the a r m y . R a t h e r , i t seems to m e a n act o f l o y a l t y 
to t r y a n d be l u c i d o n its behal f . T h a t is w h y I say these 
th ings as I see t h e m : the a r m y , a c c u s t o m e d to t h i n k i n g 
t h a t p o l i t i c s are n o t its business, has i n p o l i t i c a l m a t t e r s 
a l i m i t e d o u t l o o k . W h e n a d v a n c i n g p o l i t i c a l so lut ions , i t 
tends to be g u i l t y o f h o n o u r a b l e n a i v e t y . A n d thus, 
t h r o u g h a l a c k o f d o c t r i n a l effectiveness a n d d i a l e c t i c flair, 
i t fai ls to a t t r a c t consistent p o p u l a r a n d y o u t h f u l s u p p o r t . 
L e t us n o t forget the case o f G e n e r a l P r i m o de R i v e r a : 
t h o u g h e n d o w e d w i t h p a t r i o t i s m , c o u r a g e a n d n a t u r a l 
i n t e l l i g e n c e , he n e v e r m a n a g e d to arouse l a s t i n g e n t h u 
s i a s m because he l a c k e d a n evocat ive v i s i o n o f h i s t o r y . 
L a m e n t a b l y short o f d o c t r i n a l substance, the P a t r i o t i c 
U n i o n never m o v e d b e y o n d a c a n d i d a n d w e l l - i n t e n t i o n e d 
vagueness. 

I f P r o v i d e n c e s h o u l d o n c e a g a i n entrust the f a t h e r l a n d ' s 
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d e s t i n y to y o u r h a n d s , I w o u l d ask y o u officers to b e a r i n 
m i n d t h a t i t w o u l d be u n f o r g i v a b l e to set o u t o n the same 
r o a d w i t h o u t a g o a l . D o n o t forget t h a t those w h o d i v e r t 
the state f r o m its n o r m a l course are u n d e r a n o b l i g a t i o n 
to b u i l d a n e w state, n o t m e r e l y to restore a s e m b l a n c e o f 
o r d e r . A n d t h a t the b u i l d i n g o f a n e w state r e q u i r e s a 
resolute a n d m a t u r e v i e w o f h i s t o r y a n d p o l i t i c s , n o t j u s t 
reckless c o n f i d e n c e i n one's o w n a b i l i t y to i m p r o v i s e . 

V I I . T H E G L O R Y O F A M I L I T A R Y I N T E R V E N T I O N 

I f the a r m y a d d s e x a c t l y the r i g h t a m o u n t o f l e a v e n i n the 
p e r i o d w h i c h n o w begins, i t w i l l n o t o n l y e x p i a t e its s i n o f 
f o r m a l i n d i s c i p l i n e b u t a t t a i n great g l o r y . E u r o p e offers 
us s o m e v a l u a b l e e x p e r i e n c e , w h i c h m a y h e l p to m a k e 
the r i g h t d e c i s i o n : the p e o p l e w h o h a v e f o u n d the r o a d 
to s a l v a t i o n h a v e n o t e n t r u s t e d themselves to a n y t h i n g so 
i m p r e c i s e as a ' c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f f o r c e s ' ; t h e y h a v e reso
l u t e l y f o l l o w e d a f e r v e n t l y n a t i o n a l i s t , tense a n d v i s i o n a r y 
m i n o r i t y . A n e n t i r e p e o p l e c a n be p o l a r i z e d a r o u n d 
a m i n o r i t y , w h i l e a n a m o r p h o u s c o l l e c t i o n o f d i s s i m i l a r 
i n d i v i d u a l s c a n n o t p o l a r i z e a n y t h i n g at a l l . T h e a r m y 
s h o u l d p i n its hopes o n those i n w h o m i t f inds the greatest 
s i m i l a r i t i e s w i t h the a r m y i t s e l f ; t h a t is to say, o n those 
i n w h o m i t perceives , together w i t h a m i l i t a r y c o n 
c e p t i o n o f l i fe , u t t e r d e v o t i o n to t w o essential p r i n 
c ip les : the f a t h e r l a n d — as s o m e t h i n g a m b i t i o u s a n d 
m a g n i f i c e n t ; a n d f u l l s o c i a l j u s t i c e — as the o n l y possible 
basis for the c o r d i a l coexistence o f a l l S p a n i a r d s . J u s t as 
the a r m y is a n i n t e g r a t i n g , n a t i o n a l l y - m i n d e d force a b o v e 
a l l class differences (since m e n f r o m a l l s o c i a l b a c k g r o u n d s 
l i v e together o r g a n i c a l l y w i t h i n i t , a l l w a r m e d b y the 
selfsame r e l i g i o n o f service to the f a t h e r l a n d ) , the S p a i n 
the a r m y w i l l d e l i v e r m u s t , f r o m the v e r y b e g i n n i n g , set 
o u t i n s e a r c h o f a n i n t e g r a t i n g , t o t a l i t a r i a n a n d n a t i o n a l 
dest iny . T h i s is n o t a m a t t e r o f recipes ( n o w a d a y s a l l the 
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part ies , e v e n the b l a n d e s t , i n c l u d e some f a s h i o n a b l e 
c o r p o r a t i v e p r i n c i p l e i n t h e i r p r o g r a m m e s ) ; i t is a m a t t e r 
o f temperature; recipes w i t h o u t f a i t h are worthless , j u s t as 
i n the a r m y a l l tact ics a n d i n t e r n a l r e g u l a t i o n s are useless 
unless there exists a r e f i n e d s p i r i t o f service a n d h o n o u r . 

I t w o u l d n o t m a t t e r m u c h i f those h o l d i n g p o w e r were 
few a n d n o t p a r t i c u l a r l y s k i l l e d i n the arts o f a d m i n i s t r a 
t i o n . A d m i n i s t r a t i v e t e c h n i q u e s are the d o m a i n o f 
i n d i v i d u a l experts , w h o are easy to r e c r u i t . W h a t matters 
is the h i s t o r i c a l a n d p o l i t i c a l c o n c e p t i o n o f the m o v e m e n t 
a n d the a p p r e c i a t i o n o f its i m p l i c a t i o n s for the f u t u r e . T h a t 
i n d e e d m u s t be c l e a r i n the m i n d s a n d the souls o f those 
i n c o m m a n d . 

V I I I . N O T I C E 

H o w e v e r m u c h the s u p r e m e h o r r o r o f m a k i n g a m i s t a k e 
m a y r e s t r a i n us f r o m t a k i n g the u l t i m a t e d e c i s i o n , w e 
s h a l l v e r y s o o n h a v e to m o v e i n o n S p a i n . T h e roads w h i c h 
h a v e b e e n o p e n e d u p for o t h e r c o u n t r i e s t h a t a r c over-
p o p u l a t e d , o v e r - i n d u s t r i a l i z e d a n d r e c o v e r i n g f r o m a great 
w a r w i l l p r o v e m u c h s m o o t h e r for o u r vast a n d s e m i -
p o p u l a t e d S p a i n , w h e r e there is so m u c h to be d o n e . A l l 
t h a t is n e e d e d is the m a g i c t o u c h — the i m p e t u s a n d f a i t h 
— w h i c h w i l l release h e r f r o m the s p e l l she is u n d e r . J u s t 
as i f i n a f a i r y - t a l e , S p a i n is the c a p t i v e o f the c l u m s i e s t a n d 
ugl iest h o c u s - p o c u s ; confused, m e d i o c r e , c o w a r d l y a n d 
steri le p o l i t i c s h o l d h e r p a r a l y s e d . A l r e a d y there are 
c h a m p i o n s l i n e d u p for h e r rescue, a n d one fine m o r n i n g 
y o u w i l l see h e r — officers, S p a n i s h soldiers — y o u w i l l 
see h e r arise before y o u r r a n k s . T h a t w i l l be the m o m e n t 
o f t r u t h ; the s o u n d o r the s i lence o f y o u r m a c h i n e - g u n s 
w i l l d e c i d e w h e t h e r S p a i n is to go o n l a n g u i s h i n g o r 
w h e t h e r she c a n t h r o w o p e n h e r s o u l to the h o p e t h a t she 
m a y r e i g n . T h i n k o f these t h i n g s before u t t e r i n g the f a t a l 
c o m m a n d ' F i r e ! ' . R e m e m b e r t h a t o n c e every so m a n y 
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years there m a y be occasions, decis ive i n the Hfe o f a 
p e o p l e , w h i c h soar a b o v e the p a r a g r a p h s o f the r u l e - b o o k . 
M a y G o d i n s p i r e y o u a l l w h e n t h a t h a p p e n s . A r r i b a 
E s p a n a ! 

J O S E A N T O N I O P R I M O D E R I V E R A 

Leader of the Spanish Falange of the J.O.N.S. 



T O A L L T E R R I T O R I A L A N D 
P R O V I N C I A L H E A D Q U A R T E R S 

M a d r i d , J u n e 2 4 t h , 1936 

U R G E N T A N D V E R Y I M P O R T A N T 

I t has c o m e to the n o t i c e o f the N a t i o n a l L e a d e r t h a t there 
are a great m a n y schemes afoot i n v a r i o u s parts o f S p a i n 
a i m e d at p r o m o t i n g m o r e o r less i n c o h e r e n t subvers ive 
m o v e m e n t s . 

F o r the m o s t p a r t , as one w o u l d expect , the leaders o f 
o u r v a r i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s h a v e i n f o r m e d the E x e c u t i v e o f 
w h a t e v e r p r o p o s a l s t h e y w e r e a p p r o a c h e d w i t h , l i m i t i n g 
t h e i r p o l i t i c a l ac t iv i t ies to the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the 
i n s t r u c t i o n s t h e y r e c e i v e d f r o m the E x e c u t i v e . B u t some 
others , c a r r i e d a w a y b y excessive z e a l o r d a n g e r o u s 
n a i v e t y , h a v e p l u n g e d h e a d l o n g i n t o the d r a w i n g u p o f 
b l u e - p r i n t s for l o c a l a c t i o n a n d h a v e c o m m i t t e d t h e i r c o m 
rades to a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n c e r t a i n p o l i t i c a l projects. 

I n most cases, s u c h act ions o n the p a r t o f o u r c o m r a d e s 
w e r e p r o m p t e d b y the fact t h a t the m i l i t a r y status o f those 
w h o i n v i t e d t h e m to j o i n i n t o conspirac ies w a r r a n t e d t h e i r 
c o m p l e t e c o n f i d e n c e . T h i s m a k e s i t necessary to set a few 
th ings s tra ight . 

S o often has the F a l a n g e l e n t expression to its respectful 
a d m i r a t i o n o f the a r m y , that there is n o n e e d to go i n t o 
t h a t n o w . I t is l a i d d o w n even i n the 27 p o i n t s o f o u r d o c 
t r i n e [i .e. , the 26 po ints] t h a t i t is o u r a i m to infuse a 
m i l i t a r y c o n c e p t i o n o f l i fe , p a t t e r n e d o n t h a t o f the a r m y , 
i n t o every aspect o f S p a n i s h existence. Besides, o n some 
recent a n d m e m o r a b l e occasions, the a r m y has seen 
c o m r a d e s o f ours s h a r i n g t h e i r dangers . 
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B u t o u r a d m i r a t i o n a n d the p r o f o u n d esteem i n w h i c h 
w e h o l d the a r m y as a n essential o r g a n o f the f a t h e r l a n d 
does n o t i m p l y t h a t w e t o t a l l y agree w i t h a n y a n d every 
t h o u g h t , w o r d a n d scheme ever professed, p r e f e r r e d o r 
c h e r i s h e d b y every s o l d i e r o r g r o u p o f soldiers. I n p o l i t i c s 
espec ia l ly , the F a l a n g e — w h i c h detests flattery as b e i n g 
the u l t i m a t e f o r m o f c o n t e m p t — does n o t c o n s i d e r i tse l f 
a n y less q u a l i f i e d t h a n the average so ld ier . T h e p o l i t i c a l 
t r a i n i n g o f the m i l i t a r y tends to be f u l l o f the most n o b l e 
n a i v e t y . T h e d i s t a n c e w h i c h the a r m y has d e l i b e r a t e l y p u t 
b e t w e e n i t s e l f a n d p o l i t i c s has b r o u g h t m o s t soldiers to 
a pass w h e r e t h e y are q u i t e u n a b l e to d e f e n d themselves 
d i a l e c t i c a l l y against p a r t y c h a r l a t a n s a n d c l i m b e r s . I t is 
n o t u n u s u a l for a m e d i o c r e p o l i t i c i a n to a c q u i r e a c o n 
s i d e r a b l e r e p u t a t i o n a m o n g the m i l i t a r y m e r e l y b y m a k i n g 
shameless use o f some o f the concepts m o s t d e e p l y r o o t e d 
i n the m i l i t a r y s o u l . 

T h a t is w h y the p o l i t i c a l schemes o f soldiers ( w i t h the 
e x c e p t i o n , needless to say, o f p l a n s w o r k e d o u t b y a n 
e x t r e m e l y c a p a b l e m i n o r i t y t h a t does exist w i t h i n the 
a r m y ) are n o t u s u a l l y v e r y r e w a r d i n g . T h e y a l m o s t 
i n v a r i a b l y start o u t f r o m the i n i t i a l m i s t a k e o f b e l i e v i n g 
t h a t S p a i n ' s i l l s w i l l r e s p o n d to some s i m p l e changes i n the 
i n t e r n a l o r d e r o f t h i n g s , o n l y to c u l m i n a t e i n a s u r r e n d e r 
o f p o w e r to the a f o r e m e n t i o n e d c h a r l a t a n s , w h o are d e v o i d 
o f the h i s t o r i c a l awareness, the g e n u i n e t r a i n i n g a n d the 
m e t t l e n e e d e d to l a u n c h the f a t h e r l a n d o n the great o p e n 
r o a d o f its dest iny . 

T h e F a l a n g e ' s i n v o l v e m e n t i n one o f those p r e m a t u r e 
a n d c a n d i d schemes w o u l d be a m o s t serious r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
a n d w o u l d b r i n g a b o u t its total disappearance, even in the case 
of victory. F o r the f o l l o w i n g r e a s o n : because a l m o s t a l l 
those c o u n t i n g o n the F a l a n g e for a n u n d e r t a k i n g o f t h a t 
k i n d t h i n k o f i t n o t as a n a l l - e n c o m p a s s i n g d o c t r i n e , o r as 
a force w h i c h w i l l one d a y take c o m p l e t e c o n t r o l o f the 
state, b u t as a m e r e a u x i h a r y e l e m e n t to b e a r the b r u n t o f 



256 P R I M O D E R I V E R A : S E L E C T E D W R I T I N G S 

c o n f r o n t a t i o n , a k i n d o f assault force, a k i n d o f y o u t h f u l 
m i l i t i a u l t i m a t e l y d e s t i n e d to p a r a d i n g before those 
g l o a t i n g l y i n s t a l l e d o n the p i n n a c l e s o f p o w e r . 

M a y a l l c o m r a d e s p o n d e r the extent to w h i c h the 
suggest ion is i n s u l t i n g , t h a t the F a l a n g e m i g h t take p a r t 
as a k i n d o f stooge i n a m o v e m e n t w h i c h is n o t g o i n g 
to l e a d to the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f the N a t i o n a l S y n d i c a l i s t 
state, at the d a w n o f a n e r a o f great w o r k s o f n a t i o n a l 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n as o u t l i n e d i n o u r 27 p o i n t s , b u t r a t h e r to 
t h e r e i n s t a t e m e n t o f c o n s e r v a t i v e bourgeois m e d i o c r i t y 
(o f w h i c h S p a i n has h a d s u c h l e n g t h y e x a m p l e s ) . A n d 
w h a t m o c k e r y t h a t this s h o u l d be g a r n i s h e d to b o o t w i t h 
the c h o r e o g r a p h i c a c c o m p a n i m e n t o f o u r b l u e shirts . 

S i n c e s u c h prospects w i l l c e r t a i n l y n o t a p p e a l to a n y 
s incere m i l i t a n t , a l l are b y m e a n s o f this c i r c u l a r w a r n e d 
p e r e m p t o r i l y a n d o n p a i n o f sanct ions to c o m p l y w i t h the 
f o l l o w i n g : 

1. A l l leaders o f w h a t e v e r r a n k w h o are i n v i t e d b y a n y 
s o l d i e r o r c i v i l i a n w h a t e v e r to take p a r t i n a n y c o n s p i r a c y , 
u p r i s i n g o r the l i k e , are e a c h m e r e l y to r e p l y , ' t h a t he 
c a n n o t take p a r t i n a n y t h i n g , n o r p e r m i t his c o m r a d e s 
to d o so, w i t h o u t specif ic i n s t r u c t i o n s f r o m the c e n t r a l 
c o m m a n d . ' If, therefore, the top echelons o f the m o v e m e n t 
he is i n v i t e d to j o i n are interested i n o b t a i n i n g the s u p p o r t 
o f the F a l a n g e , t h e y m u s t suggest i t directly to the N a t i o n a l 
L e a d e r h i m s e l f a n d c o m e to a n u n d e r s t a n d i n g w i t h h i m 
i n p e r s o n o r w i t h someone he expressly a p p o i n t s . 

2. A n y l e a d e r o f w h a t e v e r r a n k w h o enters i n t o l o c a l 
pacts w i t h m i l i t a r y o r c i v i l i a n elements w i t h o u t h a v i n g 
r e c e i v e d specif ic i n s t r u c t i o n s to d o so f r o m the N a t i o n a l 
L e a d e r w i l l be e x p e l l e d f o r t h w i t h f r o m the F a l a n g e , a n d 
his e x p u l s i o n w i l l be p u b l i c i z e d b y a l l a v a i l a b l e m e a n s . 

3. S i n c e the N a t i o n a l L e a d e r wishes to be sure t h a t the 
present o r d e r is d u l y c a r r i e d o u t , he ins tructs a l l t e r r i t o r i a l 
a n d p r o v i n c i a l leaders to w r i t e to h i m , w i t h the greatest 
possible u r g e n c y , to the p r o v i n c i a l p r i s o n i n A l i c a n t e , 
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w h i c h is w h e r e he is , i n f o r m i n g h i m o f t h e i r s tr ic t c o m 
p l i a n c e w i t h e v e r y t h i n g set o u t i n this c i r c u l a r , a n d g i v i n g 
h i m a f u l l l ist o f a l l the t o w n s a n d v i l lages to w h o s e 
J . O . N . S . its contents h a v e b e e n t r a n s m i t t e d . W h e n 
a d d r e s s i n g s u c h letters to the N a t i o n a l L e a d e r , the 
t e r r i t o r i a l a n d p r o v i n c i a l leaders w i l l n o t s i g n t h e i r 
p r o p e r n a m e s , b u t w i l l g ive o n l y those o f t h e i r respect ive 
p r o v i n c e o r p r o v i n c e s . 

4. I f these i n s t r u c t i o n s are n o t o b e y e d w i t h i n five days 
o f t h e i r b e i n g r e c e i v e d b y e a c h c o n c e r n e d , t h a t w i l l be 
c o n s i d e r e d a serious transgress ion against the d u t y o f 
c o - o p e r a t i o n w i t h i n the m o v e m e n t . 

A R R I B A E S P A N A ! 



T O A L L T E R R I T O R I A L A N D 
P R O V I N C I A L H E A D Q U A R T E R S 

J u n e 2 9 t h , 1936 

C A U T I O N 

F u r t h e r to the c i r c u l a r o f the 2 4 t h i n s t a n t , a l l t e r r i t o r i a l 
a n d p r o v i n c i a l leaders are h e r e b y a d v i s e d o f the c i r c u m 
stances u n d e r w h i c h t h e y m a y c o n t r a c t a l l iances i n the 
event o f a n i m m i n e n t u p r i s i n g against the present g o v e r n 
m e n t . 

1. E v e r y t e r r i t o r i a l o r p r o v i n c i a l l e a d e r m u s t d e a l 
exclusively w i t h the m a n a c t u a l l y i n c h a r g e o f the m i h t a r y 
m o v e m e n t i n t h a t t e r r i t o r y o r p r o v i n c e , a n d w i t h n o one 
else. T h i s p e r s o n w i l l m a k e h i m s e l f k n o w n to the t e r r i t o r i a l 
o r p r o v i n c i a l l e a d e r b y m e a n s o f the c o d e w o r d ' C o v a -
d o n g a ' , w h i c h he m u s t say at the v e r y b e g i n n i n g o f t h e i r 
first m e e t i n g . 

2. T h e F a l a n g e w i l l p a r t i c i p a t e i n the m o v e m e n t b y 
c o n t r i b u t i n g its o w n u n i t s w i t h t h e i r o w n c o m m a n d e r s 
a n d t h e i r o w n d i s t i n c t i v e i n s i g n i a (shirts, e m b l e m s a n d 
b a n n e r s ) . 

3. S h o u l d the t e r r i t o r i a l o r p r o v i n c i a l l e a d e r a n d the 
c o m m a n d e r o f the m i l i t a r y m o v e m e n t agree t h a t i t is 
i n d i s p e n s a b l e , a p a r t o f the F a l a n g i s t f o r c e , w h i c h m a y 
u n d e r n o c i r c u m s t a n c e s exceed o n e - t h i r d o f the t o t a l 
n u m b e r o f f r o n t - l i n e m i l i t a n t s , m a y be m a d e a v a i l a b l e 
to the m i l i t a r y leaders to s t r e n g t h e n the u n i t s u n d e r t h e i r 
c o m m a n d . T h e o t h e r t w o - t h i r d s w i l l a d h e r e s t r i c t l y to the 
i n s t r u c t i o n s c o n t a i n e d i n the p r e c e d i n g p a r a g r a p h . 

4 . T h e t e r r i t o r i a l o r p r o v i n c i a l l e a d e r w i l l i n e a c h case 
m a k e a r r a n g e m e n t s w i t h the m i l i t a r y l e a d e r c o n c e r n e d 
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r e g a r d i n g the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f rifles a n d m a c h i n e - g u n s to the 
forces o f the F a l a n g e . T h e y w i l l be g i v e n precise i n d i c a 
t ions as to w h e r e e a c h c e n t u r i a , fa lange a n d s q u a d r o n 
m u s t go at a g i v e n t i m e to rece ive the a r m s . 

5. T h e m i l i t a r y l e a d e r m u s t p r o m i s e the l e a d e r o f the 
F a l a n g e i n the t e r r i t o r y o r p r o v i n c e t h a t c i v i l a u t h o r i t y i n 
t h a t t e r r i t o r y o r p r o v i n c e w i l l n o t be t ransferred to a n y o n e 
for at least three days after the successful c o m p l e t i o n o f the 
m o v e m e n t , a n d t h a t d u r i n g t h a t t i m e c i v i l a u t h o r i t y w i l l 
r e m a i n i n the h a n d s o f the m i l i t a r y . 

6. I m m e d i a t e l y u p o n r e c e i p t o f these i n s t r u c t i o n s , e a c h 
t e r r i t o r i a l o r p r o v i n c i a l l e a d e r w i l l g i v e exact orders to 
a l l l o c a l h e a d q u a r t e r s to r e m a i n c o n s t a n t l y i n t o u c h , so 
t h a t i t w i l l be poss ible for a l l f r o n t - l i n e forces to be m a d e 
a v a i l a b l e w i t h i n f o u r h o u r s . T h e y w i l l also g i v e orders to 
the effect t h a t the v a r i o u s l o c a l g r o u p s g a t h e r i m m e d i a t e l y 
at specif ic p o i n t s , to be m e r g e d i n t o at least one fa lange 
(of three s q u a d r o n s ) . 

7. U n l e s s t h e y are e x p l i c i t l y r e n e w e d , these i n s t r u c t i o n s 
w i l l be t o t a l l y i n v a l i d as f r o m the f o r t h c o m i n g J u l y l o t h , 
at n o o n . 



T O T H E F R O N T L I N E I N 
M A D R I D 

R e p r o d u c e d for the first t ime i n Norma y Estilo, N o . 2, J u n e 
30th, 1938 ( N a t i o n a l Syndical ist fortnightly news-sheet, 
publ ished b y the propaganda section of the P r o v i n c i a l 
Headquarters i n Sevil le). 

P r o v i n c i a l P r i s o n o f A l i c a n t e , J u n e 2 9 t h , 1936 

C o m r a d e s at the f r o n t l i n e i n M a d r i d : F r o m this n e w 
p r i s o n , w h e r e the s p i r i t o f the F a l a n g e is s u p p o s e d to be 
c o n f i n e d j u s t because I a m c o n f i n e d here , I s e n d y o u , w i t h 
m y t h o u g h t s c e n t r e d o n S p a i n a n d m y a r m r a i s e d h i g h , 
m y m o s t heart fe l t N a t i o n a l S y n d i c a l i s t greet ings . 

I f there is s o m e t h i n g oppress ive a b o u t p r i s o n , t h o u g h i t 
is a s m a l l sacri f ice c o m p a r e d w i t h the sufferings o f so 
m a n y c o m r a d e s , i t is the fact o f b e i n g p h y s i c a l l y r e m o v e d 
f r o m the dangers a n d toi ls y o u u n d e r g o . B u t t h o u g h I a m 
f a r a w a y i n t e r m s o f m a t e r i a l d i s t a n c e , I a m closer to y o u 
t h a n ever, n o t o n l y i n the a r d o u r o f the s p i r i t , b u t also i n 
s i lent , tireless a c t i v i t y . 

F r o m this p r i s o n c e l l I a m ceaselessly s p i n n i n g the 
threads w h i c h r e a c h o u t to o u r m o s t d i s t a n t c o m r a d e s . 

Y o u m a y rest assured t h a t n o t a d a y , n o t a m i n u t e , is 
w a s t e d a l o n g the r o a d o f o u r d u t y . E v e n i n the h o u r s o f 
a p p a r e n t c a l m I a m c o n s t a n t l y p l a n n i n g the shape o f o u r 
n e x t v i c t o r y . R e m e m b e r t h a t , c o m r a d e s o f M a d r i d , i n the 
h o u r s o f e n f o r c e d idleness w h i c h some days m a y b r i n g , 
a n d d o n o t be t e m p t e d i n t o a n y act iv i t ies o t h e r t h a n y o u r 
t r a i n i n g for a n o t t o o d i s t a n t a n d decis ive m i s s i o n . I n 
y o u r e n t h u s i a s m y o u prefer a c t u a l c o m b a t to the p r e p a r a 
t i o n thereof ; b u t w h a t lies a h e a d is too great to be t a c k l e d 
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w i t h o u t d u e p r e p a r a t i o n . I m p r o v e o u r m e t h o d s , p r o m o t e 
y o u r struggle b y a t t e n t i o n to the deta i ls o f t h a t s truggle 
a n d trust ever m o r e f i r m l y i n y o u r leader . Y o u k n o w t h a t 
he w h o wears the three s i l v e r stars o f the m i l i t i a m o r e 
p r o u d l y t h a n a n y i n s i g n i a , w h o w i t h t h e m p i n n e d to his 
chest has l e d y o u t h r o u g h three years o f s truggle to the 
present t i m e o f g r o w t h , w i l l be l e a d i n g y o u , h a p p e n w h a t 
m a y , at the c r u c i a l m o m e n t , a n d t h a t w i t h G o d ' s h e l p he 
w i l l take y o u i n t o the p r o m i s e d l a n d o f O u r S p a i n , w h i c h 

is O N E , G R E A T A N D F R E E . 

A R R I B A E S P A N A ! 

J O S E A N T O N I O P R I M O D E R I V E R A 

The National Leader, Chief of the Front Line 



J O S E A N T O N I O ' S L A S T 
M A N I F E S T O 

A l i c a n t e , J u l y 17th, 1936 

A g r o u p o f S p a n i a r d s , some o f t h e m soldiers a n d others 
c i v i l i a n s , is u n w i l l i n g to s t a n d b y a n d w a t c h the t o t a l 
d i s i n t e g r a t i o n o f the f a t h e r l a n d . T h e s e m e n rise u p t o d a y 
aga inst a g o v e r n m e n t t h a t is t r e a c h e r o u s , i n c o m p e t e n t , 
c r u e l a n d unjust , a n d w h i c h is a b o u t to l e a d o u r c o u n t r y 
to its r u i n . 

W e h a v e b e e n suf fer ing five m o n t h s o f i n f a m y . S o m e 
t h i n g a k i n to a g a n g o f o u t l a w s has seized p o w e r . S i n c e 
t h e n , there has n o t b e e n a m o m e n t ' s peace , n o h o m e has 
b e e n respected, n o j o b secure, n o life p r o t e c t e d . W h i l e 
a b u n c h o f fanat ics i n c a p a b l e o f a n y useful w o r k keeps 
r a n t i n g o n i n the C o r t e s , p r i v a t e houses are p r o f a n e d b y 
the p o l i c e ( w h e n t h e y are n o t set o n fire b y the m o b ) , 
c h u r c h e s are s a c k e d , decent p e o p l e are a r b i t r a r i l y i m 
p r i s o n e d for a n i n d e f i n i t e t i m e ; the scales o f the l a w are 
u n e v e n l y w e i g h t e d •— one s t a n d a r d for those o f the 
P o p u l a r F r o n t , a n o t h e r for those w h o are n o t i n v o l v e d 
t h e r e i n ; the a r m y , the fleet, the p o l i c e are u n d e r m i n e d b y 
agents o f M o s c o w , s w o r n enemies o f S p a n i s h c i v i l i z a t i o n ; 
a n i n f a m o u s press poisons the people ' s consciousness a n d 
foments a l l the lowest passions, f r o m h a t r e d to i n d e c e n c y ; 
there is n o t a v i l l a g e left o r a h o m e w h i c h has n o t been 
t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o a n i n f e r n o o f r e s e n t m e n t s ; separat ist 
m o v e m e n t s are e n c o u r a g e d ; h u n g e r is o n the i n c r e a s e ; 
a n d as t h o u g h s o m e t h i n g w a s s t i l l n e e d e d to m a k e the 
spectacle r e a c h its m o s t s inister p i t c h , some g o v e r n m e n t 
agents h a v e i n M a d r i d m u r d e r e d a d i s t i n g u i s h e d S p a n i a r d * 

* T h i s refers to Jos6 Calvo S o l d o , a Spanish monarchist politician of 

considerable gifts who was murdered on J u l y 13th, 1936, by uniformed police. 
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w h o h a d t r u s t e d i n the p r o b i t y a n d the o f f ic ia l status o f 
those w h o a c c o m p a n i e d h i m . T h e abject f e r o c i t y o f this 
latest d e e d has n o p a r a l l e l i n m o d e r n E u r o p e a n d m a y 
be e q u a t e d w i t h the most s o m b r e pages o f the R u s s i a n 
T e h e k a . 

T h a t is w h a t o u r f a t h e r l a n d looks l i k e at this m o m e n t i n 
t i m e , j u s t w h e n the w o r l d s i t u a t i o n d e m a n d s t h a t i t s h a l l 
o n c e a g a i n a c c o m p l i s h its d e s t i n y o f greatness. A f t e r 
h a v i n g been ec l ipsed for centur ies , the bas ic va lues o f 
S p a n i s h c i v i l i z a t i o n are r e g a i n i n g t h e i r f o r m e r a u t h o r i t y , 
w h i l e o t h e r n a t i o n s , w h i c h h a d p i n n e d t h e i r hopes o n a 
fiction o f m a t e r i a l progress, see the steady d e c h n e o f t h e i r 
star. P a t h s o f great s p l e n d o u r are o p e n i n g u p before S p a i n , 
th is a n c i e n t l a n d o f ours w i t h its m i s s i o n a r y a n d m i l i t a r y 
z e a l , its r u s t i c a n d seafar ing v i r t u e s . W h e t h e r w e s h a l l 
ever r o a m these paths depends o n us S p a n i a r d s a l o n e , 
o n w h e t h e r o r n o t w e l i v e u n i t e d a n d at peace , w i t h o u r 
bodies a n d souls s t r a i n e d i n the c o m m o n effort o f m a k i n g 
o u r f a t h e r l a n d great , o f b u i l d i n g a great f a t h e r l a n d for a l l , 
n o t j u s t for a p r i v i l e g e d few, a f a t h e r l a n d t h a t is great , 
u n i t e d , free, respected a n d p r o s p e r o u s . S t r u g g l i n g for the 
sake o f o u r f a t h e r l a n d , w e o p e n l y c h a l l e n g e this d a y the 
host i le forces w h i c h h o l d i t c a p t i v e . O u r r e b e l l i o n is a n 
act o f service r e n d e r e d to the S p a n i s h cause. 

I f i t were o u r i n t e n t i o n to r e p l a c e o n e p a r t y w i t h 
a n o t h e r , one t y r a n n y w i t h a n o t h e r , w e w o u l d n o t h a v e 
the c o u r a g e •— w h i c h is the a t t r i b u t e o f a c l e a r consc ience 
— to r u n the r isk o f th is s u p r e m e d e c i s i o n . N e i t h e r w o u l d 
there be a m o n g us m e n w e a r i n g the g l o r i o u s u n i f o r m s o f 
the a r m y , n a v y , the a i r force, the c i v i l g u a r d . T h e y k n o w 
v e r y w e l l t h a t t h e i r a r m s m a y n o t be used o n b e h a l f o f a n y 
one s ide, b u t o n l y to sa feguard the p e r m a n e n c e o f S p a i n , 
w h i c h is p r e c i s e l y w h a t is at stake. O u r v i c t o r y w i l l n o t 
be t h a t o f a r e a c t i o n a r y c l i q u e , a n d the p e o p l e w i l l n o t 
lose a n y a d v a n t a g e t h e r e b y . O n the c o n t r a r y : ours w i l l 
be a n a t i o n a l effort w h i c h w i l l succeed i n r a i s i n g the 



264 P R I M O D E R I V E R A : S E L E C T E D W R I T I N G S 

people ' s s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g — t r u l y h o r r i f i c at present i n 
s o m e par ts o f the c o u n t r y — a n d w h i c h w i l l e n a b l e t h e m 
a l l to share i n the p r i d e o f a great d e s t i n y r e g a i n e d . 

W o r k e r s , f a r m e r s , i n t e l l e c t u a l s , so ldiers , sai lors , 
g u a r d i a n s o f o u r f a t h e r l a n d : shake oflF y o u r d e s p a i r at the 
s ight o f its co l lapse a n d j o i n us o n the r o u t e t o w a r d s a 
S p a i n t h a t is one , great a n d free! M a y G o d be w i t h us ! 
A r r i b a E s p a n a ! 

J O S E A N T O N I O P R I M O D E R I V E R A 



J O S E A N T O N I O ' S L A S T W I L L 
A N D T E S T A M E N T 

T h e testament o f J o s ^ A n t o n i o P r i m o de R i v e r a y S a e n z de 
H e r e d i a , aged t h i r t y - t h r e e , s ing le , l a w y e r b y profess ion, 
b o r n a n d res ident i n M a d r i d , s o n o f M i g u e l a n d C a s i l d a 
( m a y t h e y rest i n peace) , as w r i t t e n a n d e n d o r s e d b y 
h i m s e l f i n the P r o v i n c i a l P r i s o n o f A l i c a n t e , this e i g h t e e n t h 
d a y o f N o v e m b e r , n i n e t e e n h u n d r e d a n d t h i r t y - s i x . 

H a v i n g b e e n c o n d e m n e d to d e a t h yes terday , I p r a y t h a t i f 
i t pleases G o d n o t to spare m e . H e m a y m a i n t a i n m e to the 
e n d i n the d e c o r o u s c o n f o r m i t y w i t h w h i c h I n o w a w a i t i t , 
a n d t h a t H e m a y j u d g e m y s o u l , n o t i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h 
m y deserts, b u t a c c o r d i n g to H i s i n f i n i t e m e r c y . 

I t w o r r i e s m e lest m y w i s h to e x p l a i n some o f m y act ions 
at this p o i n t m a y seem l i k e v a n i t y a n d excessive a t t a c h 
m e n t to the th ings o f th is w o r l d ; b u t , o n the o t h e r h a n d , 
so m a n y c o m r a d e s h a v e p u t t h e i r trust i n m e to a degree 
far i n excess o f m y o w n m e r i t s ( s o m e t h i n g I see a l l too 
c l e a r l y , so t h a t I w r i t e this p h r a s e w i t h the greatest 
s i m p l i c i t y a n d c o n t r i t e s i n c e r i t y ) , a n d s u c h a countless 
n u m b e r o f t h e m h a v e b e e n l e d b y m e to take o n t r e m e n 
d o u s risks a n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s , t h a t I w o u l d t h i n k i t 
i n c o n s i d e r a t e i n g r a t i t u d e to d e p a r t f r o m t h e m a l l w i t h o u t 
a n y k i n d o f e x p l a n a t i o n . 

T h i s is n o t the t i m e to repeat w h a t I h a v e so of ten s a i d 
a n d r e p e a t e d a b o u t w h a t w e , the f o u n d e r s o f the F a l a n g e , 
w a n t e d the F a l a n g e to be. I a m a m a z e d t h a t e v e n after 
three years the vast m a j o r i t y o f o u r f e l l o w c o u n t r y m e n 
persist i n j u d g i n g us w i t h o u t h a v i n g b e g u n to u n d e r 
s t a n d us, w i t h o u t ever even h a v i n g sought o r a c c e p t e d the 
least i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t us. I f the F a l a n g e does c r y s t a l l i z e 
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i n t o s o m e t h i n g l a s t i n g , I h o p e t h a t a l l w i l l feel the p a i n 
o f so m u c h b l o o d spi l t s i m p l y because w e w e r e d e n i e d a 
pause o f serene a t t e n t i o n i n the m i d s t o f o n e side's f u r y 
a n d the o t h e r side's distaste. M a y this b l o o d t h a t has 
flowed forg ive m y share o f the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , a n d m a y the 
c o m r a d e s w h o h a v e gone before m e to t h e i r sacr i f ice 
rece ive m e as the last o f t h e i r n u m b e r . 

Y e s t e r d a y , for the v e r y last t i m e , I e x p l a i n e d to m y 
j u d g e s w h a t the F a l a n g e r e a l l y is. A s o n so m a n y o t h e r 
occasions, I w e n t t h r o u g h a n d q u o t e d f r o m the same o l d 
precepts o f o u r f a m i l i a r d o c t r i n e . O n c e a g a i n I n o t i c e d 
h o w v e r y m a n y faces w h i c h h a d i n i t i a l l y l o o k e d host i le 
l i t u p w i t h a m a z e m e n t at first a n d t h e n w i t h s y m p a t h y . 
O n t h e i r features I t h o u g h t I c o u l d r e a d these w o r d s : T f 
o n l y w e h a d k n o w n t h a t this was w h a t i t was l i k e , w e 
w o u l d n o t n o w be h e r e ! ' A n d i n d e e d , w e w o u l d n o t h a v e 
b e e n there , a n d I w o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n u p before a 
p o p u l a r c o u r t , a n d others w o u l d n o t be g e t t i n g k i l l e d 
t h r o u g h o u t the fields o f S p a i n . B u t i t was too late b y t h e n 
to p r e v e n t a n y o f this , a n d I c o u l d d o n o m o r e t h a n r e w a r d 
the l o y a l t y a n d c o u r a g e o f m y d e a r c o m r a d e s b y o b t a i n i n g 
for t h e m the respect fu l a t t e n t i o n o f t h e i r enemies . 

T h i s is w h a t I d i d m y best to a c h i e v e , i n s t e a d o f t r y i n g 
to g a i n for m y s e l f the p o s t h u m o u s r e p u t a t i o n o f a h e r o 
b y s o m e k i n d o f g l i t t e r i n g g a l l a n t r y . I d i d n o t c l a i m ' f u l l 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ' , n e i t h e r d i d I a b i d e b y a n y o t h e r v a r i a n t 
o f the r o m a n t i c i m a g e . I u s e d i n m y o w n defence a l l the 
ski l ls o f m y profession as a l a w y e r , to w h i c h I h a v e b e e n 
d e e p l y d e v o t e d a n d w h i c h I h a v e f o l l o w e d so ass iduous ly . 
A f t e r m y d e a t h some c o m m e n t a t o r s m a y b l a m e m y 
d e l i b e r a t e a v o i d a n c e o f a l l swagger . E a c h to his taste. 
P e r s o n a l l y , a n d t h o u g h I r e a l i z e t h a t I a m b y n o m e a n s 
the m o s t i m p o r t a n t a c t o r i n the present d r a m a , I w o u l d 
h a v e t h o u g h t i t m o n s t r o u s a n d dishonest to g i v e u p 
w i t h o u t a n y a t t e m p t to d e f e n d i t a l i fe w h i c h c o u l d s t i l l be 
o f use a n d w h i c h G o d has n o t g i v e n m e to b u r n u p for the 
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sake o f v a n i t y i n a d i s p l a y o f f i reworks . M o r e o v e r , w h i l e 
I w o u l d n e v e r h a v e resorted to a n y c u l p a b l e ruse a n d h a v e 
n o t c o m p r o m i s e d a n y o n e b y m y defence, I d i d h e l p to 
d e f e n d m y sister [ i .e. s i s ter- in- law] M a r g o t a n d m y 
b r o t h e r M i g u e l , w h o were o n t r i a l together w i t h m e a n d 
t h r e a t e n e d w i t h e x c e e d i n g l y severe sentences. B u t i n v i e w 
o f the fact t h a t the o b l i g a t i o n to d e f e n d m a d e i t a d v i s a b l e 
n o t o n l y to be s i lent o n c e r t a i n counts b u t to m a k e 
c e r t a i n a l legat ions , based o n the s u s p i c i o n t h a t I m a y h a v e 
b e e n i s o l a t e d d e l i b e r a t e l y i n a p a r t o f the c o u n t r y w h i c h 
was o n t h a t a c c o u n t m a i n t a i n e d i n s u b m i s s i o n [to the 
g o v e r n m e n t ] , I n o w d e c l a r e t h a t I h a v e n o p r o o f o n w h i c h 
to f o u n d this s u s p i c i o n a n d that , i f ever a l o n g i n g for 
e x p l a n a t i o n s , a g g r a v a t e d b y m y s o l i t u d e , m a y h a v e 
n o u r i s h e d i t s incere ly i n m y m i n d , I h o l d n o w , i n the face 
o f d e a t h , t h a t i t c a n n o t a n d m u s t n o t be susta ined. 

T h e r e r e m a i n s o n e o t h e r p o i n t to be r e c t i f i e d . T h e t o t a l 
i s o l a t i o n i n w h i c h I h a v e l i v e d since s h o r t l y after the events 
b e g a n has o n l y b e e n i n t e r r u p t e d b y a n A m e r i c a n j o u r n a 
l is t , w h o r e c e i v e d p e r m i s s i o n f r o m the a u t h o r i t i e s h e r e to 
ask m e to m a k e some statements at the b e g i n n i n g o f 
O c t o b e r . * U n t i l I was i n f o r m e d five o r six days ago o f the 
i n d i c t m e n t , I k n e w n o t h i n g o f the statements a t t r i b u t e d 
to m e since I w a s g i v e n n o o p p o r t u n i t y to see e i ther the 
newspapers w h i c h h a d p u b l i s h e d t h e m o r a n y others. 
R e a d i n g t h e m n o w , I m u s t say t h a t a m o n g the v a r i o u s 
p a r a g r a p h s s u p p o s e d to be m i n e , w h i c h i n t e r p r e t m y 
t h i n k i n g w i t h v a r y i n g degrees o f a c c u r a c y , there is o n e I 
reject a l t o g e t h e r : the o n e w h i c h r e p r o a c h e s m y c o m r a d e s 
o f the F a l a n g e w i t h h a v i n g c o - o p e r a t e d i n the u p r i s i n g 
w i t h ' m e r c e n a r i e s b r o u g h t f r o m a b r o a d ' . I h a v e n e v e r 
s a i d a n y t h i n g o f the sort, a n d t h o u g h I c e r t a i n l y h a d 
n o t h i n g to g a i n t h e r e b y I m a d e t h a t q u i t e c l e a r i n c o u r t 
yesterday . I a m i n c a p a b l e o f i n s u l t i n g the a r m e d forces, 
w h i c h h a v e served S p a i n so h e r o i c a l l y i n A f r i c a . A n d I 

* T h i s was J a y A l l e n . 



268 P R I M O D E R I V E R A : S E L E C T E D W R I T I N G S 

a m e q u a l l y i n c a p a b l e o f flinging r e p r o a c h e s at m y 
c o m r a d e s f r o m w h e r e I a m . T h o u g h I k n o w n o t w h e t h e r 
they are w i s e l y o r w r o n g l y l e d at the present t i m e , I feel 
sure t h a t t h e y are d o i n g t h e i r best to i n t e r p r e t w h a t h a v e 
ever been m y w a t c h w o r d s a n d d o c t r i n e , i n spite o f the 
t o t a l b r e a k d o w n o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n s b e t w e e n us. M a y i t 
please G o d t h a t t h e i r a r d e n t c a n d o u r w i l l n e v e r be used 
to serve a n y p u r p o s e b u t the greatness o f S p a i n , as 
p r o c l a i m e d b y the F a l a n g e . 

W o u l d m i n e w e r e the last S p a n i s h b l o o d s h e d i n c i v i l 
strife. I f o n l y the S p a n i s h p e o p l e , so f u l l o f g o o d a n d 
l o v a b l e q u a l i t i e s , c o u l d c o m e to f i n d the f a t h e r l a n d , b r e a d 
a n d j u s t i c e i n peace. 

I d o n o t t h i n k t h a t there is a n y t h i n g m o r e I w a n t to say 
w i t h r e g a r d to m y p u b l i c l i fe . A s for m y i m m i n e n t d e a t h , I 
d o n o t w e l c o m e i t , s ince i t is never p l e a s a n t to d i e at m y 
age, b u t I a w a i t i t w i t h o u t protest . M a y O u r L o r d a c c e p t 
the e lements o f sacri f ice i t c o n t a i n s i n insuf f ic ient c o m p e n 
s a t i o n for w h a t selfishness a n d v a n i t y there has b e e n i n 
m u c h o f m y l i fe . I f o r g i v e w i t h a l l m y h e a r t a l l those, 
w i t h o u t e x c e p t i o n , w h o m a y h a v e h a r m e d o r o f f e n d e d m e , 
a n d I ask a l l those to f o r g i v e m e to w h o m I m a y o w e the 
r e p a r a t i o n o f s o m e w r o n g , be i t great o r s m a l l . W h e r e u p o n 
I go o n to settle m y last w i l l i n the f o l l o w i n g 

C L A U S E S 

1. I w i s h to be b u r i e d i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h the rites o f 
the R o m a n C a t h o l i c A p o s t o l i c r e l i g i o n I profess, i n h o l y 
g r o u n d a n d u n d e r the p r o t e c t i o n o f the H o l y Cross . 

2. M y heirs s h a l l be m y f o u r brothers a n d sisters, 
M i g u e l , C a r m e n , P i l a r a n d F e r n a n d o P r i m o d e R i v e r a y 
S a e n z de H e r e d i a , e a c h r e c e i v i n g a n e q u a l share w i t h the 
r i g h t to d i s t r i b u t e a m o n g the s u r v i v o r s the share o f a n y 
o n e o f t h e m w h o m i g h t d i e w i t h o u t o f f s p r i n g before m e . 
I f there w e r e o f f s p r i n g , the share c o r r e s p o n d i n g to 
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w h a t e v e r b r o t h e r o r sister m a y h a v e d i e d before m e w o u l d 
be d i s t r i b u t e d to t h e m i n e q u a l par ts . T h i s d i s p o s i t i o n 
s h a l l be v a l i d e v e n t h o u g h m y b r o t h e r m a y h a v e d i e d 
p r i o r to the w r i t i n g o f this w i l l . 

3 . I leave n o o t h e r l egacy , n o r d o I i m p o s e o n m y heirs 
a n y o b l i g a t i o n s w h i c h c a n be c l a i m e d i n l a w , b u t I w o u l d 
ask t h e m : 

(a) T o a t t e n d w i t h w h a t I b e q u e a t h to the needs a n d 
c o m f o r t o f o u r a u n t , M a r i a J e s u s P r i m o de R i v e r a y 
O r b a n e j a , whose m a t e r n a l se l f -denia l a n d af fect ionate 
f o r t i t u d e d u r i n g the t w e n t y - s e v e n years she has l i v e d w i t h 
us c a n n o t ever be r e p a i d b y us i n treasures o f g r a t i t u d e . 

(b) T o g i v e some o f m y p e r s o n a l b e l o n g i n g s as souvenirs 
to m y col leagues, p a r t i c u l a r l y to R a f a e l G a r c e r a n , A n d r d s 
de l a C u e r d a a n d M a n u e l S a r r i o n , w h o over a p e r i o d o f 
m a n y years h a v e b e e n so u n f a i l i n g l y l o y a l , eff icient a n d 
p a t i e n t i n m y far f r o m e a s y g o i n g c o m p a n y . I t h a n k t h e m 
a n d a l l the others a n d ask t h e m to r e m e m b e r m e k i n d l y . 

(c) T o d i s t r i b u t e some o t h e r p e r s o n a l b e l o n g i n g s 
a m o n g s t m y best f r iends , w h o m t h e y k n o w w e l l e n o u g h , 
a n d p a r t i c u l a r l y a m o n g s t those w h o h a v e s h a r e d w i t h m e 
longest a n d m o s t c losely the j o y s a n d adversi t ies o f o u r 
S p a n i s h F a l a n g e . A t this m o m e n t t h e y a n d a l l the o t h e r 
c o m r a d e s o c c u p y a f r a t e r n a l p l a c e i n m y h e a r t . 

(d) T o r e c o m p e n s e those m e m b e r s o f o u r h o u s e h o l d 
w h o h a v e b e e n longest i n o u r service, w h o m I t h a n k for 
t h e i r l o y a l t y , a s k i n g t h e i r p a r d o n for the t r o u b l e I h a v e 
g i v e n t h e m . 

4. I a p p o i n t as t e s t a m e n t a r y executors , j o i n t l y a n d w i t h 
a l l the u s u a l p r e r o g a t i v e s , m y d e a r a n d l i f e l o n g fr iends 
R a i m u n d o F e r n a n d e z C u e s t a y M o r e l o a n d R a m o n 
S e r r a n o S i i f i e r , w h o m I ask e s p e c i a l l y : 

(a) T o go t h r o u g h m y p r i v a t e papers a n d destroy a l l 
those o f a p u r e l y p e r s o n a l n a t u r e , a l l those p e r t a i n i n g 
to m e r e l y l i t e r a r y efforts a n d a l l drafts a n d projects i n 
a n e a r l y stage o f c o m p l e t i o n , together w i t h a n y books 
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f o r b i d d e n b y the C h u r c h o r o t h e r w i s e p e r n i c i o u s w h i c h 
t h e y m a y find i n m y l i b r a r y . 

(b) T o c o l l e c t a l l m y speeches, ar t i c les , c i r c u l a r s , 
prefaces o f books , etc., n o t for p u b l i c a t i o n — unless t h e y 
d e e m i t i n d i s p e n s a b l e — b u t for use as e v i d e n c e w h e n 
this p e r i o d o f S p a n i s h p o l i t i c s , w h e r e i n m y c o m r a d e s a n d 
I h a v e p l a y e d a p a r t , s h a l l be d e b a t e d . 

(c) T o take i m m e d i a t e c h a r g e , w i t h t h e h e l p o f 
G a r c e r a n , S a r r i o n a n d M a t i l l a , o f the p e n d i n g profess ional 
matters e n t r u s t e d to m e , a n d to c o l l e c t some fees d u e to m e . 

(d) T o t r a n s m i t the s o l e m n rect i f i cat ions c o n t a i n e d i n 
this tes tament w i t h the greatest possible u r g e n c y a n d 
effectiveness to the o f fended persons a n d entit ies 
m e n t i o n e d i n the i n t r o d u c t i o n thereto . 

F o r a l l o f w h i c h I t h a n k t h e m as o f n o w m o s t c o r d i a l l y . 
A n d i n the present f o r m I leave m y last W i l l a n d T e s t a 
m e n t , i n A l i c a n t e , the a f o r e m e n t i o n e d e i g h t e e n t h d a y o f 
N o v e m b e r , n i n e t e e n h u n d r e d a n d t h i r t y - s i x , at five 
o ' c l o c k p . m . , o n this a n d three o t h e r sheets, a l l n u m b e r e d , 
d a t e d a n d s i g n e d i n the m a r g i n . 


